SEPTEMBER 17, 2003

WEDNESDAY 24TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR I

1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16

Beloved: I am writing you, although I hope to visit you soon. But if I should be delayed, you should know how to behave in the household of God, which is the Church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of truth. Undeniably great is the mystery of devotion,  Who was manifested in the flesh, vindicated in the spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed to the Gentiles, believed in throughout the world, taken up in glory. 

LUKE 7:31-35

Jesus said to the crowds: "To what shall I compare the people of this generation? What are they like? They are like children who sit in the marketplace and call to one another,  `We played the flute for you, but you did not dance. We sang a dirge, but you did not weep.'  For John the Baptist came neither eating food nor drinking wine, and you said, `He is possessed by a demon.' The Son of Man came eating and drinking and you said, `Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.' But wisdom is vindicated by all her children." 

REFLECTION

William Barclay, the New Testament biblical scholar, entitles his commentary on this morning's gospel, "The Perversity of Men."  The Pharisees and scribes, Jesus says, are like little children who want everybody to adjust to their momentary moods.  Often kids want at one moment to play one game, at another moment another game.  Everyone must do what they want.

So John comes, his lifestyle characterized by austere asceticism, and the Pharisees and scribes assert that a demon possesses him.  Jesus comes, enjoying parties and good food and drink, and they accuse him of being a glutton, a drunkard and a friend of sinners.  

Why do people behave this way? Because we have the power to so behave.  William Barclay sees this gospel passage as warning us of the perils of free will.  God creates the world. He puts men and women in the world to use creation that they might become the persons God wants them to become. But we have in our wills the terrible power to frustrate God's will.  We fall far short of becoming the persons he calls us to be.

Barclay says the great truth of Christianity is that God does not coerce us to do good.  He would rather draw us, attract us by the power of his love to freely chose to do his will.  It is here that Barclay says we can get a glimpse of the sorrow of God.  

Think of the terrible human suffering of a person who must helplessly watch one beloved as he or she freely chooses to worship false gods, whether these be drugs or money or sex or whatever.  

How painful for our loving God to stand by frustrated, as we fail to grow into the full personhood of Christ our Lord.  

PRAYER

"Lord, open my ears to hear the good news of your kingdom and set my heart free to love and serve you joyfully. May nothing keep me from following you wholeheartedly." 

A DAILY PRAYER FOR ENLIGHTENMENT BEFORE MEDITATING

ON GOD'S WORD: http://www.marythequeen.org/ 
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