
THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG  
CURSILLO NEWSLETTER 
VOLUME XXXVI, NO.1 

 

 

 

Anyone who thinks they know everything 
there is to know about our faith and the 
Cursillo method after living a three-day 
Cursillo weekend, probably could believe 
that it is okay for kids to stop learning 
about Catholicism after they receive con-
firmation. . . . . . 

Think about it. . . When you literally 
translate the full name of our movement 
from the Spanish, “Cursillos de Cristian-
dad,” you get, “Short Course in Christian-
ity.”  We’ve all lived the three-day week-
end.  That’s the short course.  But the 
learning should not stop there.  It must 
continue for the rest of our lives.  And so 
the Cursillo Movement also has a long 
course in Christianity.  It is called the 
School of Leaders.  

We learned that we are all leaders in our 
unique environments.  But some are called 
to a deeper understanding of Cursillo.  
Some are called to make the Cursillo 
Movement an important part of their 
lives.  They find that regular group reun-
ion invigorates and sustains them on their 
journey of faith.  They actively make 
friends and invite them to Cursillo.  And 
some even serve as team members on 
Cursillo weekends to make Cursillo a real-
ity for others. 

People who group regularly; people who 
sponsor candidates; people who work on  
teams; all of these are leaders in the Cur-
sillo Movement who need more than the 
short course—they need the long course:  
School of Leaders. 

(Continued on Page 2 

 

Where are your brothers and sisters?  
The answer lies in what people see in 
you. 

Let’s take a journey back in time - to 
your weekend - to Thursday night. 
Through the first 24 hours or so, you 
may recall the significant step you took 
when you were asked to take a  sincere, 
somewhat detailed look at yourself.  

This encounter with self most likely 
posed some questions. What drives me? 
What do I think of most often? What 
pleases me most in life? How can I adjust 
a few ideals and live the life that Christ 
would want me to live? 

In the second encounter, the encounter 
with Christ, you discovered that Jesus 
Christ loves you! He loves you as you 
are!  The love you discovered, inspired 
you to remove the facades you discov-
ered in the first encounter. In turn, the 
love of Jesus Christ was, then and only 
then, allowed to permeate your entire 
being. Then HIS love within you radiated 
outward for the whole world to see.  

This new look may have caused others to 
ask you, “What is different about you?” 
This new you, in Christ, now experi-
ences the third encounter, the encounter 
with others. It is this encounter that 
helps us to draw in the candidates, your 
brothers and sisters. If in fact, we have 
experienced the first two encounters 
completely, where are your brothers 
and sisters? 

I came away from the fall Region II En-
counter, with that question gnawing at 
me.   It was through the rollos and  

 

 
 
 
subsequent discussions and summaries 
that Christ  “open(ed) the eyes of my 
heart” (Michael W. Smith) to the reality   
of the encounter with self. 
 
This encounter is more than once and 
done!!  GOD wills for me, or what I 
want for me? 
  
This encounter is a daily occurrence, a 
daily self examination.  What motivates 
me?  What do I like to spend my time 
doing?  Who do I like to spend time 
with?  What do I like to spend my money 
on?  Am I authentic? 
 
Do I allow Jesus into every moment of 
my life? Am I so comfortable with my 
circle of friends that I missed the oppor-
tunity to make a new friend?  Have I 
missed the promptings of the Holy Spirit? 
Is this what GOD wills for me, or what I 
want for me. 
 
Let’s take a journey back to your closing 
Mass…“Try to remember.”   Are you the 
same today as you were then? Are you 
radiating God’s love in a way that creates 
the desire in others to want what you’ve 
got? Your brothers and sisters are 
waiting  for you. . . . Are you ready? 
 
       
                                         
 Make a friend, be a friend,   
                 bring your friend to Christ 

                                        

                                   Decolores 

 
Come to the 

” School of Leaders “ 
You Need More than 3 Days! 

                     

 

     Where Are Your      

Brothers & Sisters?  
                               Michael  Howe, Lay Director 

                          January/February/March 2009 

Http//www.HARRISBURGCURSILLO.ORG 

 

 

  

      

  

 

By Michael Ciccocioppo,  

                     School of Leaders Director 
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How is the “study” leg of your tripod?  Do 
you have lots of great intentions that you 
never seem to fulfill?  Do you have books 
that you have planned to read for some 
time, but are just gathering dust some-
where?  Here is the opportunity for you to 
do something meaningful, guided by a 
variety of expert speakers, and supported 
by your Cursillo community. 

All it takes is two hours a month!  And the 
bonus is that each session will, no doubt, 
carry you back to your own  weekend 
experience with insightful talks, stimulat-
ing discussion, song, group reunion and 
that most important visit together before 
the Blessed Sacrament.    

There is no registration fee, although your 
dollarosa is always gratefully accepted.  
It’s recommended that you purchase a 
Leader’s Manual so you can do some read-
ing on your own between sessions.  They 
will be available at each session for $15. 

Invite your Cursillista friends to join you.  
Then you can continue to discuss the 
things you learned during the session even 
after you go back home!   

If you have another commitment          
from time to time and cannot make it      
to a session — we intend to record the 
sessions and post them on our web-site 
www.harrisburg-cursillo.org.    

This will enable you to listen to them be-
fore the next session.   

Please help us prepare the room by   
registering in advance, although we  

will accept walk-ins at every session. 

                         

 

                           

 

 

 
                                

  

 
 

 

If you think about the body of              
knowledge that is our faith and the  
Cursillo as an iceberg, then what you 
know is probably equivalent to the peak 
you see that is visible above the water’s 
surface.  

In this first year, the School will be like 
putting on scuba gear and going below 
the surface to learn the foundations of 
faith and Cursillo.  In the years to come 
we will (figuratively) put on deep-water 
diving gear and examine both in even 
greater depth. 

The 2009 School of Leaders Curriculum 
was designed after careful consideration 
of members of our Study Committee.  
Each session will include a 25-minute 
doctrinal rollo (talk) followed by decu-
ria (table) discussion.  Then there will 
be a 25-minute Cursillo Method rollo 
followed by table discussion.  This year 
we will explore the recent document 
issued by the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops, Forming Consciences for Faith-
ful Citizenship, and the latest edition of 
the Leader’s Manual published by Na-
tional Cursillo Secretariat in 2007.   

The School will meet generally on the 
2nd Saturday of each month at  Cardinal 
Keeler Center. . . However, there are a 
few exceptions.  Please note the date 
and place for each session on the sched-
ule.  (The schedule can be found 
on Page 4.) 

Each session will start promptly at 
10:00 a.m. with the singing of DeCol-
ores, and end promptly at Noon with a 
visit to the Blessed Sacrament.   

   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

To sign-up for the School, please 
contact:  
  
Betty Berry, Registration Coordi-
nator, at elizaon@verizon.net.   
 
Betty may also be reached by phone 
at:  717-652-2728 —  If you prefer to 
write, please send your name and 
contact information to: 
   
Betty Berry,  516 Wood St.,                 
Harrisburg, PA 17109.   
 
If you have any questions regarding 
the School of Leaders, Betty will by 
happy to answer them for you.  

 
Please call to register today. 
   

Women’s 82nd Wknd:   Feb. 19 -22, 2009   Sts. Cyril & Methodius,  Danville  ( Clausura 4 p.m  St. Joseph’s  Danville) 

 Men’s 87th Wknd:  March 5-8, 2009    Sts. Cyril & Methodius,  Danville  (Clausura 4 p.m. St. Joseph’s   Danville)   

Send applications to:  Steve & Sherry Troelsch  1146  Snapper Dam Road,  Landisville, PA  17538  -   717.898.6178  

                                          STRoelsch@comcast.net                                                       

SCHOOL OF LEADERS  (CONTINUED  FROM Page 1 )                                                                                                  

    ————————————————-                   By Michael Ciccocioppo,  

                                                                                       School of Leaders Director 

 

    
  Decolores-

Spiritual Director—                                           
English 
Msgr. Thomas H. Smith 
St. Joseph Church, Lancaster. PA 
717.397.6921 
P053StJosephLanc3        
@hbgdiocese.org 

Assistant Spiritual                     
Director 
Father Francis Menei                                  
St. Richard Church, Manheim, PA         
717.665.2465 
frmenei@aol.com 

Lay Director 
Michael Howe                                                     
Bloomsburg, PA  17815                
570.784.8833                                         
mehowe@ptd.net 

http://www.harrisburg-cursillo.org/
mailto:elizaon@verizon.net
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  Calling for Angels  
     By Michael Howe, Lay Director 

—————————————— 

As you probably already know, from 
inception the Harrisburg Cursillo 
Movement has used the “Dollarosa” 
from one weekend to pay the expenses 
of the movement,  and the costs of the 
next weekend.  We are now at the 
point where the “suggested amount” of 
$125 does not meet the costs. Our 
small surplus is quickly evaporating 
and we are projecting a 2009 shortfall. 

While we plan to bring this issue to the 
Cursillo Community with more infor-
mation for input and ideas, we are now 
asking for dollarosa contributions towards 
covering the immediate shortfalls. These 
monies will be used to cover expenses 
such as the New Day, National and 
Regional dues, the costs of supplies, 
and a part of the weekend costs.   

Small gifts from many of us could eas-
ily remedy the problem.  (In the past 
the Movement has had “Anonymous 
Angels” who provided funds for vari-
ous parts of the weekend.  Perhaps 
some of you would become “angels” 
for the Movement.) 

If you would be willing to provide a tax 
deductible donation, this can be made 
payable to the Harrisburg Cursillo Move-
ment and sent to the Treasurer: 

John Kashi,                                                    
123 Pineacres Lane,                         
Danville, PA. 17821    

                                                                                        

            

 

           

And snow it did.  January 10th was not a 
nice day.  But for those cursillistas who 
ventured out for the Epiphany Ultreya, it 
was a great day. 

Sixty-two cursillistas, gathered,  renewed  
friendships over coffee and pastries, 
strengthened and inspired each other 
while grouping  followed  by our first 
witness speaker,  Rick Mowery,  (M-85), 
who chose to enter the seminary after he 
made his Cursillo. 

We connected as the body of Christ at 
Mass officiated by our beloved, Monsi-
gnor Smith, assisted by our new seminar-
ian, Rick Mowery, accompanied by the 
angelic music of  Joreen and John Kelly. .  

And next, what would lunch be without  
“Decolores.” So we sang and sang - and  the 
food was great. Our mystery guest 
turned out to be, Mary Agnes, the Best 
Baglady in PA.— she made us laugh, she 
made us cry a little and then she gave us a 
message.  And her message was inspiring.  
And fun was had by all. 

Now we were ready for the fireworks of 
the afternoon.  

Mike Ciccocioppo was both elegant and 
inspiring as he gave us  an indepth view 
of  this backbone of  the Cursillo 
Movment; the “School of Leaders.”    

(see Page 1 & 2 for more information). 

 

As we were ap-
proaching the  closing  hour, we 
were inspired by our afternoon 
witness,  Maria Vitale Gallagher  
(W-67)   Her heart-warming wit-
ness stirred both laughter and a 
few tears. 

And too soon it was time to leave.  
After closing with a prayer circle, 
we all trudged back out into the 
snow knowing we had experi-
enced God’s peace and joy on a 
very special day,  Thank you Post 
Cursillo . . . let’s do it again. 

Congradulations  
 
50th Anniversary 
 
Father Andre Meluskey  
and Father Paul Rindos 
. . . are both celebrating fifty 
years of  ordination this year, 
and  each have been active as 
spiritual directors for our 
Harrisburg Cursillo Move-
ment for over 40 years . 
 
Father Andre Meluskey  
and Father Paul Rindos. 
. . We thank you. You are 
forever in our hearts and in 
our prayers . 
 
“It was not you who chose 

me, but I who chose you” 

 John 15:16 .   
 

           Epiphany  
                         Ultreya            
    Let it snow. . . Let it snow. . . Let it snow                                                                                    

ULTREYA COORDINATORS 

 

Berwick 
Tony and Pattie Camillocci 
570.759.1039 
patcamillocci@verizon.net 
tcamillocci@verizon.net               

Bonneauville/Gettysburg 
Clare Crone 
717.334.4424 
ccrone2@embarqmail.co 

Lancaster  - inactive       
Lebanon  - inactive 

Carlisle                                                
Mary Sneed                                           
717.243-3282                                       
marye_sneed@comcast.net 

Lewisburg/Selinsgrove/ 
Sunbury 
Debbie Davis - 570.743.4072                                           
dsquare@verizon.net 

West Shore 
Tom & Sharon Boucek 
717.774.1112 
tom.sylvan@comcast.net  

Webmaster                                 
Mary Jean Sullivan                        
717.233.8648                                 
mjsullivan2432@gmail.com 

 

“Palanca Net”                       
Prayer Message Facilitator                           
Kathi Durborow                            
4611 Berkley Street                       
Harrisburg, PA  17109-4404            
717.545.5208                          
jcsdove@verizon.net 

Palanca Co-Coordinators               
Nancy & Dana Hock                     
1276B Ridge Road                        
Bloomsburg, PA  17815               
717.570.784.7347                        
dnhock@ptd.net 

Database Administrator           
Gary Honabach, Jr.                       
570.356.2383                                 
ghona-
bach@bloomsd.k12.pa.us 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 



 

 
                                 

  

 

Diocese of Harrisburg 
Cursillo Movement 

P.O. Box 3657 
Harrisburg, PA  17105 

TRANSFORMING THE 

WORLD IN CHRIST 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 
HTTP://WWW.HARRISBURG

-CURSILLO.ORG 

MAKE A FRIEND   BE  A FRIEND  

BRING A FRIEND TO CHRIST 

Non-Profit Organization 
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  Date 

Place 

Doctrinal 

Topic 

Cursillo Method Topic 

(Based on Leader’s Manual) 

1 February 21  

CKC 

Forming Correct Consciences for Effective 
Evangelization 

Official Policy Statements of the U.S. Cur-
sillo Movement (Appendix A) 

2 March 14  

CKC 

People of Life for Life: Contemporary Moral 
Issues 

The Evolution, Essence, Purpose and Men-
tality of the Movement  (Chapters 1 & 2) 

3 April 18  

Lebanon 

People of Life for Life: The Right to Life and 
the Dignity of the Human Person 

The Strategy of the Movement and Pastoral 
Application (Chapters 3 & 4) 

4 May 9  

CKC 

People of Life for Life: The Call to Family, 
Community, and Participation 

The Role of Cursillo Leaders and the School of 
Leaders (Chapters 5 & 6) 

5 June 13  

Duncannon 

People of Life for Life: Human Rights and 
Responsibilities 

The Diocesan Secretariat and Pastoral Plan 
(Chapters 7 & 8) 

6 July 11  

CKC 

People of Life for Life: Option for the Poor 
and Vulnerable 

The Pre-Cursillo (Chapter 9) 

7 August 8  

CKC 

People of Life for Life: The Dignity of Work 
and the Rights of Workers 

The 3-Day Cursillo (Chapter 10) 

8 September 12  

CKC 

People of Life for Life: Human Solidarity  The Post Cursillo (Chapter 11) 

9 October 10 

CKC 

People of Life for Life: Caring for God’s 
Creation 

Palanca and the Mass 

(Chapters 12 and 14) 
10 November 14  

Camp Hill 

Diocesan Respect Life Program Understanding the Conversion Process 
(Chapter 13) 

11 December 12  

CKC 

Diocesan Evangelization Program Summary Review of the Leader’s Manual 

Most sessions will be held in Room 102 of the Cardinal Keeler Center (CKC), 4800 Union Deposit Rd., Harris-
burg, except: #3 April 18 at Assumption of the BVM, 2 N. 8th St., Lebanon 17046;  #5 June 13 at St. Bernadette, 

901 N. High St., Duncannon 17020; #10 November 14 at Good Shepherd, 3435 Trindle Rd., Camp Hill 


