




4th Grade Class - Miss Ellis

5th Grade Class - Mrs. Munster

6th Grade Class - Mrs. Hall

8th Grade Class - Mrs. Gavin

7th Grade Class - Mrs. Teegardin

       The fourth graders have been working very hard on many new skills such as long 
multiplication, compound sentences, apostrophes, possessive nouns, writing essays, the 
history of the southeast region and the 10 Commandments! They recently memorized the 
new Apostles Creed to prepare for the changes in the Mass that are coming during Advent.  
They have been enjoying their science lessons with Mr. LaPonsie. These include making 
fossils and recreating how craters form on the moon!   Fourth graders have been very busy 
this quarter!

       This year Holy Trinity will be graduating 13 students from its eighth 
grade class. They have been working very hard this year on many wonderful 
collaborative activities. In September, the eighth graders visited Art Prize. While 
walking around downtown to view the exhibits, the students also had to write 
about their favorite and least favorite works. Many insightful conversations 
could be heard coming from the students about the pieces they saw.  In October, 
the students paired with other classmates for a Halloween themed bake-off. 
Each of their entries was voted on for taste and design by some of the staff 
members and other schoolmates.  In November, the eighth graders toured God's Kitchen. The students were able to go behind 
the scenes to see and hear about the many services God's Kitchen provides to the needy here in West Michigan. They dropped off 
canned goods and the extra food from our Thanksgiving Feast here at Holy Trinity. 

          This year we welcome two new students to seventh grade. This makes our class 18 
students strong!  We began the year learning about cells. Students were able to view their own 
cheek cells using microscopes.  They compared their cheek cell (animal cell) with an onion 
cell (plant cell). They also created a mini-project that helped them understand various early 
Native American cultures. The seventh grade joined the other junior high classes on a �eld 
trip to the Art Prize competition.  What a wonderful opportunity to explore the amazing God 
given talents of so many artists! The seventh and eighth grade classes also took a �eld trip in 
October to the Astronautics Lab to learn about the various science topics involved with �ight.

        The sixth graders have been very busy in the �rst quarter of junior 
high.  They have been working very hard on their academics as well as their 
behavior.  As part of our reward system, classes in the junior high can earn up 
to two marbles a day by listening and following directions during school.  The 
sixth graders have earned forty-four marbles. The marbles can be turned in for 
fun class activities. We went as a junior high to see Art Prize downtown and 
saw many amazing concepts and projects.  One of our favorites was the Hand 
of God by the Ford museum and the trees made from recycled materials.  We 
also helped the four year old preschoolers use a scale to weigh how many toy bears it took to balance 
apples.  We also helped them measure the apples with string to �nd the circumference of the apple.  

      The 5th grade students have been learning about Planet Earth in 
Social Studies and the solar system in Science class.  In order to grasp 
distances between the planets and their size relative to the sun, they are 
building a scaled model of the solar system that we will spread throughout 
the playground and parking lot.  The students have been researching the 
physical characteristics of each planet, and are really in awe by how much 
Social Studies and Science have in common.  They are having a great 
time learning!
  The 5th graders were excited to be able to participate in athletics at Holy 
Trinity for the �rst time this year.

          Kindergarten is off to a great start with 11 girls and 5 boys.  Our goal for the 
Kindergarten students is to have them graduate reading a minimum of 45 sight words, plus 
colors and number words through ten.  We began our year with a review of the alphabet by 
introducing a letter each day.  Once that was accomplished, we slowed it down and started the 
alphabet again with a weekly letter and incorporated sight words, writing, and beginning and 
ending sounds. We then use thematic units in our class to expand on our curriculum.  This 
includes Fire Safety, winter animals, plants and �owers, animal coverings and habitats.   Our 
classroom is very hands on and we encourage students to build with Legos and create books 
and works of art at our writing center. We use Play Doh to strengthen little �ngers with the hopes of improving �ne motor skills, and visit our 
listening center at which the students can listen to a variety of books on tape/CD.   We will go on a few �eld trips this year including a visit to 
the Public Museum, Blanford Nature Center and John Ball Zoo.  We are blessed to have a new playground this year for our little ones in both 
Kindergarten and Pre-School.  It allows our children to use their upper body strength on the monkey bars and other climbing activities this 
playground has included.   Kindergarten is working hard and having fun at the same time.  

3 and 4 Year Old Pre School - Mrs.Oudbier

Kindergarten Class - Mrs. Bailey

1st Grade Class - Mrs. McCord

2nd Grade Class - Mrs. Signore

3rd Grade Class - Mr. LaPonsie

        The 2012 Holy Trinity 3rd grade class is having fun learning in new and exciting ways.  With the use 
of classroom technology the students have put together a slide show of drawings of the Native Americans 
that once inhabited the area we now call Michigan.  Throughout the year they will also be creating an online 
interactive timeline of Michigan’s history. (www.timetoast.com/timeline/michigans-important-events). In 
science, students have recently been investigating how our Earth has changed and how it continues to change. 
They have done this with with hands-on activities, videos, and research.  Central to everything we do is our 
faith which helps us appreciate the world we live in as a gift from God.  Daily we look to be the best Catholics 
we can be through our interactions with those in our classroom, as well as the people in our school, parish and 
community.

         The �rst grade class has been very busy learning to "SHINE", to Share His Incredible 
News Everywhere with our words and actions.  We have been practicing the many skills that 
build great readers: the mastery of basic sight words, oral reading, discussion, and the retelling 
of stories, often using puppets.
     We enjoyed a �eld trip to the Brechting Farm and Market, where we celebrated Halloween 
and practiced using our resources to purchase goods.  We are in the process of creating a business 
community in our classroom, as we learn about goods and services.
During the All Saints Mass in October, the �rst grade class recognized St. Antoninus, the 
Archbishop of Florence.  Joey Murphy represented St. Antoninus, who was the producer of 
many great literary works. 
     We remember Thanksgiving every year at Holy Trinity with a feast.  The �rst graders 
participated by peeling apples for homemade applesauce and by dressing as pilgrims while we enjoyed the feast.  During the Advent season, we 
will light our Advent wreath daily, and focus on how we wait and prepare for Jesus' coming.  We are enjoying every moment of stage and song 
practice for our upcoming Advent program and gearing up for the excitement of Christmas and snow! 

             We are having an awesome time singing and dancing in preschool.  We are 
learning many new Bible songs and hearing about God's Superheroes.  Moses came to 
visit and shared his life story from birth up until the 10 Commandments.   The children 
also built a wall to help them remember Joshua and the Wall of Jericho.  We will continue 
to learn about David and Jonah before the Christmas Season.  The 4 year-old group had 
a Thanksgiving Feast where they enjoyed Stone Soup that they all contributed to.  For 
the month of December we will be getting ready for the Christmas program and the 
children will be decorating Christmas trees as an at home project that will be sent to the 
Saint Mary's Living Center on Four Mile.  
Our new playground is a big hit. The children are having a great time!

 

          Second Grade is off to a great start on the year.  We welcome two new students, Jacob North 
and Isaac Higgins.  They join us from Grant, Michigan. The second graders are doing a wonderful job 
learning with partners and in teams this year as we are being challenged to read, think and discuss.  
We are also working on becoming independent learners this year.  The class is having fun reading 
and acting out a fractured fairy tale that develops expression and helps them to write descriptive 
sentences and stories.  The class is going on science walks to observe, collect and analyze data while 
exploring the scienti�c process.  And of course, the class is preparing their hearts for the two important 
sacraments this year.  Second graders are working to deepen their prayer lives.  They started a year 
with a mini-retreat that set the tone for the entire year.  The entire �rst day (after putting things away) was focused on who the students are, how 
they should act, how to pray better and what God is calling them to be.  The class is exploring our theme, SHINE: Share His Incredible News 
Everywhere.  The incredible news that we have to share is that God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to teach us about Him and to become 
closer to Him!  We are so lucky to be at Holy Trinity and are excited for the many things we will be doing this year!


