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National Life Ministries:  
Catholic Campaign for  Human 
Development (CCHD) 
This domestic, anti-poverty program of the 
U.S. Catholic Bishops is designed to 
address the root causes of poverty in 
America through promotion and support of 
community-controlled, self-help 
organizations and through transformative 
education. Grants, economic development 
and education for justice programs are 
implemented in collaboration with 
dioceses, and supported from an annual 
collection in U.S. Catholic Parishes.  Our 
Diocesan collection date is November 19th. 
Please promote the campaign and 
encourage your parishioners to give 
generously. 25% of the monies collected 
goes to Catholic Charities in our diocese.   
Catholic Relief Services (CRS)  
The Life Ministry Office serves as the 
local point of contact between CRS, the 
Diocese and the Parishes. 
State Life Ministries: 
Flor ida Catholic Conference  
Diocesan Contact. Coordinator for 
Catholic Days at the Capital, March 13-14. 
Diocesan Life Ministries 
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Farmworker  Justice Sunday. Each autumn, as Thanksgiving approaches, 
many churches plan to feed the hungry in their midst.  The Catholic bishops of 
Florida have designated November 5, 2006 as a day to think about who feeds us -- 
and at what cost to their own God-given dignity. Farmworker Justice Sunday is a 
time to thank God for, and express solidarity with, those “neighbors”  unseen in the 
distant labor camps and fields of Florida.  It is a time for growers, farmworkers, 
and consumers to come together to seek the common good. Please promote 
Farmworker Justice Sunday through your Homily, Prayers of the Faithful, Parish 
bulletin and educational programming.  
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Parish Life Ministry Features: 
 

   
   Fr. Pecchie 
  
 
 

   
Fr. Pellegrino with Upper  
Pinellas Pregnancy Support 
Services Directors, Mary  
Caesar and Karen Moran.  

Community Life Ministry Feature:  
 

   
 
Unfortunately they are experiencing record numbers of children in need of a Big 
Brother, Big Sister or Big Couple.  Together, your Parish and Big Brothers Big 
Sisters can improve the lives of children within the community while also 
offering members of your congregation an opportunity to serve others.    
For more information about Big Brothers Big Sisters in Pinellas, Citrus and 
Hernando Counties contact Lara Shane at 727-946-1376 or lara@bbbspc.org.   
In Hillsborough and Pasco Counties contact Lorie Briggs at 813-287-210 
lorie.briggs@bbbsfl.com. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters  Professionals 
use their premier one-to-one mentoring 
system to match one child and one adult. 
Research shows that Little Brothers and 
Little Sisters do better in school, avoid drugs 
and alcohol, and feel better about themselves.  
Big Brothers Big Sisters successfully serves 
almost 4,500 children in the Tampa Bay area. 

 

St. Patr ick Par ish, Largo 
For many years, the Helping Hands Ministry of St. Patrick Parish has provided residents of a local 
neighborhood with food, household items and holiday baskets.  The parish is now making a concerted 
effort to reach out to eleven refugee families from Liberia and Burundi, resettled by Catholic Charities 
into this community. Through parish evangelization efforts, children were welcomed into Bible camp and 
youth ministry programs. Families attended the Life in the Spirit seminar and, as a result, one adult has 
already registered in the RCIA process. Parishioners are teaching adults classes for English Speakers of 
Other Languages (ESOL) and assisting with paperwork and funds for a mother working to bring her 
children in Liberia to the United States.  The parish is now in the process of beginning a mentoring 
project with youth in the community. Please contact Sabrina for more information on how your parish can 
assist refugee families 

St. Ignatius Par ish 
When Fr. Pellegrino had the vision to start a pregnancy center at St. Ignatius Parish 
twelve years ago, neither he nor his co-founders, Jim Downes, Mary Caesar and Karen 
Moran, appreciated the scope of their ministry. What started as a small program run out 
of a parish classroom has evolved into a thriving ministry with almost 40 volunteers. 
Upper Pinellas Pregnancy Support Services now operates out of a small home that 
borders the parish property. They offer pregnancy testing, referrals, clothing and all 
basic necessity items, as well as the mentoring and companionship necessary for those 
experiencing a crisis pregnancy.  Fr. Pellegrino believes that being pro-life means more 
than holding a sign one day a year; it means being present to those most in need of our 
love and support.  The 1,000+ families that have been served at this center would 
certainly agree. 

Service Opportunity:  Catholic Charities is 
providing case management support to Katrina 
Survivors through the Katrina Aid Today 
consortium. Services are available to anyone who 
incurred losses due to Hurricane Katrina. Many 
families are still suffering from the trauma they 
experienced during the storm and the months 
afterwards. Our staff works with the families to 
develop a long term recovery plan and help them 
access resources and services to assist them in 
carrying out their recovery plan. If you are aware 
of someone who might be eligible to receive our 
assistance, please have them contact Tamera 
Fontenot at 813-210-4245. Volunteers are needed 
to assist with data entry, call clients previously 
served and provide support to the clients. Holiday 
food and gift baskets are also needed for the 
families. Please call Tamera if you can help.  
 

Faith-Based Counseling Program 
Pastor interviews that were conducted last summer, indicated the strong need for a faith-based counseling program at 
Catholic Charities. A counseling committee spent the spring and summer evaluating a number of faith-based 
counseling programs around the country, holding diocesan-wide Focus Groups with Faith-Based Counselors and 
conducting a Needs Assessment Survey with selected Pastors.  After careful consideration and review of our 
findings, Catholic Charities implemented its Faith-Based Counseling Pilot Program at St. Stephen Parish in Valrico, 
Catholic Charities’  Tampa Office, St. Anthony Parish in San Antonio, Pasco County, and the Inverness Pregnancy 
and Family Life Center in Citrus County.  We will conclude our evaluation of this pilot program in the spring, and 
implement a Life Ministries counseling program in April of 2007. We are very grateful to Fr. Riffle and Fr. 
Swengros, for offering our counselors space on their parish property. 
 

 
Fr. Riffle  


