Statewide Florida 

Respect Life Conference

October 12-14, 2007

Quorum Hotel, Tampa

Witnessing the Sacredness of All Life
Sponsored by the Catholic Bishops of Florida and the 

State Pro-Life Coordinating Committee 
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In this life we cannot do great things. We can only do small things with great love.”    -Mother Teresa
Conference Schedule 

Friday Pre-Conference

8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Pregnancy Loss and Unresolved Grief: Clinical Training Seminar -Theresa and Kevin Burke (Princess Palm)
Conference
2:30-7:30 PM


Registration 


3:30- 4:30 PM
Theology of the Body -Sharon Iler (King Palm)

4:45- 5:45 PM
G.E.M.S. Among Us: An Overview of Project Gabriel -Patty Sherrod (King Palm) 
6:00 PM


Optional Buffet Dinner (fish entrée) 

7:30 PM
Welcome and Opening Prayer (Royal Palm) 
7:45 PM
Winning the Culture Wars -Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse (Royal Palm) 
Saturday
7:15-9:30 AM


Registration 
8:00-8:45 AM
Liturgy- Most Rev. Victor Galeone, Bishop of St. Augustine, Episcopal Moderator of SPLCC
and Rev. Robert Morris, Vicar General for the Diocese of St. Petersburg (Princess Palm) 
8:45-9:30 AM


Continental Breakfast 
9:30-10:20 AM
Protecting Women and Their Children from Abortion - Reason for Hope - Deirdre McQuade and Sheila Snow Hopkins (Royal Palm)
10:30-11:20 AM
Respecting Life at the End of Life - Richard M. Doerflinger (Royal Palm) 
11:40 AM-12:30 PM

Breakout Sessions A 
12:30-1:50 PM

Lunch and Exhibits 
1:50 – 2:00 PM
Presentation on the St. Augustine March for Life (Royal Palm)

2:00-2:50 
Why Contraception Matters -Steve Patton (Royal Palm)
3:10-4:00 


Breakout Sessions B 

6:00-7:00 


Social Hour, Hour d’oeuvre, cash bar (Royal Palm)
7:00-8:30 
Banquet and Speaker: Truth, Dialogue and Jacob’s Well: A Scriptural Model for Building the Culture of Life- Deirdre McQuade (Royal Palm) 
Sunday

8:30-9:30
Liturgy- Most Rev. Victor Galeone, Bishop of St. Augustine, Episcopal Moderator of SPLCC, Rev. John Tapp, Secretary of Worship for the Diocese of St. Petersburg (Princess Palm)
9:30-11:00 
Plated Breakfast and Speaker: The Mass and Social Justice – Fr. John Tapp and Peter Burns (Royal Palm) 
Breakout Sessions (Previously Selected)

A1
The Science and Ethics of Stem Cell Research - Richard M. Doerflinger
 (Royal Palm Section III)
A2
Catholic Relief Services and its HIV & AIDS Programming-Hope and Dignity in the Developing World – Cullen Larson (Majestic Palm) 
A3
The Connection between Social Justice and Catechesis (morning only)
 -Donna Grimes  (Royal Palm Sections I and II)
A4
Supporting the Continuum of Life with Solutions to Domestic Poverty (afternoon only) -Donna Grimes (Royal Palm Sections I and II)
A5
Catholic Teaching and the Realities of Florida’s Death Penalty - Dale Recinella 

(Royal Palm Sections IV and V)
A6
G.E.M.S. Among Us: The Work of Project Gabriel  - Patty Sherrod (Queen 

Palm)
A7
Enseñanza Social Católica y la Dignidad de la Vida (Catholic Social Teaching and the Dignity of Life): Luz Corchera  Esta sesión se ofrecerá en español.


(Sabal Palm)

Breakout Sessions for Teens and College Students: (King Palm) 
T1       10:30-11:20 AM  Smart Sex: Finding Life-long Love in a Hook-up World 

     
-Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse
T2
Breakout Session A 
Breakout A Making a Change - Geof Kledzik
T3
Breakout Session B 
Small Things, Great Love, Big Impact - Jacqueline Chism 
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Allegany Art 

Speaker Biographies 

Peter Burns: 
Mr. Burns has undergraduate degrees in Mental Health and Human Services as well as being an RN. His master’s degree from Carnegie Mellon University is in public management of health systems.  Mr. Burns worked in health care for 18 years with more than ten of those years in management and/or program development with the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center and then in the BayCare Health System in the Tampa Bay area.  Following his health care career, Peter worked at Catholic Charities for more than 6 years with the last two and a half years as the Pinellas County Regional Director.  Currently, he is Director of Parish Ministry Support for Diocese of St. Petersburg.  Peter and his wife, Charlotte, have four children and one grandchild.  

Jacqueline Chism:  
Ms. Chism is a former Youth Ministry Director and the Co-founder of Tampa Bay Young Adult Ministry. She currently functions as an independent TV Writer and Producer and Founder of Goody Two-shoes Productions as well as the freelance Production Assistant for Pink Sneakers Productions (Hogan Knows Best) and Freelance Writer for The Florida Catholic Newspaper.
Luz Corcuera:  
Ms. Corcuera is a native of Peru.  She has a BA in Clinical and Organizational Psychology and an MA in Pastoral Ministry.  She is currently associated with the Blessed Edmund Rice School for Pastoral Ministry of the Diocese of Venice and serves as the coordinator for the Latino Faith Formation Program.  She is also the Program Director for the Healthy Start Coalition of Manatee County, where she oversees programs for at risk and underserved families in the county.  

Richard M. Doerflinger: 
Mr. Doerflinger is the Deputy Director of the Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, where he has worked for 27 years.  Among his duties is the preparation of policy statements and congressional testimony on abortion, euthanasia, embryo research, human cloning, and other medical-moral issues for the bishops’ conference.  He is also an Adjunct Fellow in Bioethics and Public Policy at the National Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia, and serves on the Advisory Board to the Center for Bioethics and Human Dignity in Bannockburn, Illinois. The May 22, 2004 issue of National Journal featured Mr. Doerflinger as one of 12 experts whose ideas are shaping the national debate on the use and abuse of biotechnology.
Donna Grimes: 
Ms. Grimes is the Poverty Education and Outreach Manager for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).  CCHD is now a part of the new United States Conference of Catholic Bishops Department of Human Development, Justice and Peace, which will include international and domestic policy. Ms. Grimes has been working full time with CCHD on long-term empowerment solutions to domestic poverty since January 2000.  Presently, she coordinates all CCHD education program activities, including support to dioceses nationwide and youth & young adult initiatives.  Her work involves extensive collaboration with other national Catholic peace and justice organizations. 
Sheila Snow Hopkins: 
Mrs. Hopkins is the Associate Director for Social Concerns/Respect Life for the Florida Catholic Conference based in Tallahassee, FL.  A graduate of Florida State University, she represents the Bishops of Florida in public policy matters before the legislative and executive branches of government on social concerns and respect life issues.  Mrs. Hopkins advocates for and serves as the professional resource staff for the state Catholic Charities Directors, Respect Life Directors and other interest groups in the seven dioceses in Florida.
She served as an appointee of Gov. Bush on the State of Florida Commission on Marriage and Family Support Initiatives from 2003 to 2006 and was also appointed to serve on the State of Florida Faith-Based and Community Advisory Board in 2005. 
Sharon Iler: 
Mrs. Iler directed the Natural Family Planning and Respect Life programs for many years for the Diocese of St. Petersburg.  Currently she facilitates small groups for study of theology of the body, called “A New Language”.
Geof Kledzik: 
Mr. Kledzik is the founder of the Youth Ministry Network & The 7 Mile Project and the Director of Common Ground Adventures.  He also serves as the Program Director for the Center for Ministry Development's Young Neighbors In Action (YNIA) program.  Mr. Kledzik has spent 20 years in youth ministry as a coordinator, trainer, retreat leader & guest speaker. He is currently teaching Theology at Clearwater Central Catholic High School. 
 

Cullen Larson: 
Cullen Larson is part of the Southeast Regional team for Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the international relief and development agency of the U.S. Catholic Church. Based in Atlanta, he provides support for CRS programs and works with U.S. Catholics in nine southeastern states, including Florida. His particular focus is education and advocacy about key public policy issues affecting the poor overseas.

Deirdre A. McQuade: 
Ms McQuade serves the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops as their primary spokesperson on abortion and related life issues. Her career has been marked by research, pro-life advocacy, and ecumenical bridge-building. She holds a bachelor of arts from Bryn Mawr College, as well as an M.A. in philosophy and a M.Div. in theology, both from the University of Notre Dame. While in South Bend, she counseled at a pregnancy help center and then worked as Director of Pastoral Research and Outreach in the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend. She was the National Program Director at Feminists for Life, where she oversaw the College Outreach Program; and has more recently worked at the Office of Research on Women’s Health at the NIH (National Institutes of Health). 
Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse: 
Dr. Morse served as a Research Fellow for Stanford University’s Hoover Institution from 1997-2005. She received her Ph.D. in economics from the University of Rochester in 1980. She taught economics at Yale University and George Mason University for 15 years.  She writes about the family and the free society. Her books include, Love and Economics: Why the Laissez-Faire Family Doesn’t Work, and Smart Sex: Finding Life-Long Love in a Hook-Up World.  Dr. Morse is currently a Research Fellow at the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty. She lives in Vista, CA, where she pursues her primary vocation as wife and mother, combined with an avocation of writing and lecturing. She and her husband are the parents of an adopted child, a birth child, and until recently, two foster children.

Steve Patton: 
Mr. Patton left his law practice thirteen years ago to get a Masters in Theology from the Franciscan University of Steubenville.  He serves as the Director of Family Life and Respect Life ministries for the Diocese of St. Augustine.  He and his wife, Bridget, live in Jacksonville with their two daughters, Krystena, 7, & Jacinta, 6. They are also licensed foster parents for the State of Florida.
Dale Recinella: 
Mr. Recinella is the author of The Biblical Truth about America’s Death Penalty (Northeastern University Press: 2004) and “Why American Catholics Must Say ‘No’ to the Death Penalty,” America, November 1, 2004. Mr. Recinella has served for fourteen years as a spiritual counselor and Catholic lay chaplain in Florida’s prisons. On behalf of the Catholic Bishops of Florida, in 1998 he began ministering cell-to-cell to the 365+ men on Florida’s death row and the approximately 2000 men in Florida’s long-term solitary confinement. He and his wife, Dr. Susan Recinella, minister as a team during executions: he serving as spiritual advisor to the condemned and his wife serving as a lay minister to the condemned’s family and loved ones. They also minister to the families and loved ones of murder victims.
Patty Sherrod: 
Mrs. Sherrod has served since the year 2000 as the Director of Ministries for the Catholic Pro-Life Committee, Respect-Life Ministry of the Diocese of Dallas. She has directed Project Gabriel, an outreach to pregnant mothers in crisis since 1996. Patty teaches at Richland College and she and husband Dan have four children. 

 

Rev. John Tapp: 
Fr. Tapp holds a Master of Arts degree in Liturgical Studies from St. Johns University, Collegeville. Ordained in 1984, he has ministered as associate pastor, pastor and campus minister. Fr. Tapp is currently the pastor of Holy Family Parish in St. Petersburg and the Secretary of Worship for the Diocese of St. Petersburg. Fr. Tapp is Co-chair of FAST (Faith and Action for Strength Together), an inter-denominational social justice ministry in Pinellas County. He also serves on the diocesan Presbyteral Council and various diocesan liturgical boards. 
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