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Group Says: Think Twice Before 
Purchasing For Palm Sunday: 
 

 
 
more than 300 million are 
harvested for U.S. consumption 
alone and in the process are 
wrecking havoc on the environment 
in South and Central American 
communities where the palms are 
grown.  Through a partnership with 
the Chamaedorea Palm 
Certification Project, Lutheran 
World Relief is offering eco-palms 
for sale to all interested parishes. 
Eco-palms works to protect the 
environment and guarantee the 
harvesters a fair price for their 
labor. They are paid for the quality 
of the palm they pick rather than 
the quantity, decreasing unusable 
palms and the impact on the 
biodiversity. 
Prices are determined on the total 
quantity ordered. For more 
information, go to 
www.lwr.org/palms/index.asp or 
call (612) 624-7418. 
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Brake the Cycle of Pover ty:           
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ever think 
about where 
those palms 
on Palm 
Sunday come 
from? 
According to 
Lutheran 
World Relief,  

event but impacting their own local communities. The 2007 Wash 
for Life cleaned 4,327 cars and raised more than $61,000 nationally 
for pregnancy centers.  For more information, go to 
www.washforlife.org. For a listing of pregnancy centers in the Life 
Ministry Alliance, go to http://home.catholicweb.com/LM-DOSP.    
 

Rob Groscurth, right, and his 8-year-old twin 
brother, Russell, of St. Paul’s Parish in Tampa, 
ride three miles in the Brake the Cycle of 
Poverty bike ride Dec. 1, 2007. Hosted by 
Catholic Charities and the Life Ministry office, 
about 43 participants rode in one of three distan- 

 

   Members of Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish in Inverness 
participated in the second 
annual Wash for Life event 
in September 2007. The 
national event draws pro-life 
youth to host car washes on 
the same day around the 
country and donate the 
money raised to local 
pregnancy resource centers. 
   In this way, youth are 
participating in a national  

Courtesy of EcoPalms 

Photo courtesy of Priscilla Positano 

 

ces - 37 miles, 16 miles and a three-mile children’s ride - at Jay B. 
Starkey Wilderness Park in New Port Richey. Together they raised 
$1,500 for Catholic Charities’  Pinellas Hope project and another 
$500 for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 
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Pro-Life: St. Stephens Raises $31,000 With Project Cure; Makes Stand Against Abortion 
    

More than 200 Gather For Life 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 
  

CALENDAR For complete details, go to http://home.catholicweb.com/LM-DOSP.  
 

 

The State Respect Life Conference was 
hosted by the Office of Life Ministry at the 
Quorum Hotel in Tampa, Oct. 12 to 14. 
About 250 people attended work-shops on 
topics such as Respecting Life at the End 
of Life, Realities of the Death Penalty, 
Mass and Social Justice and A Scriptural 
Model for Building the Culture of 
Life. Prior to the conference was a one day 
seminar on Pregnancy Loss and Un-
resolved Grief, sponsored by Pregnancy 
Plus Medical of Catholic Charities. � 

January is Pover ty in Amer ica Awareness Month: Today,  
36.5 million Americans are living below the poverty line. Go to 
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/povertyusa/povamer.shtml for more. 
 
Jan. 20: March for  L ife: St. Augustine, Florida. Chaplin, Father 
Mario Marzocchi, S.S.S. Join us on the bus from St. Vincent de  
Paul Parish in Holiday.  $25.00 includes the bus and box lunch. 

  
Jan. 26: Solidar ity will Transform the Wor ld: Learning how  
to speak up for our brothers and sisters overseas.  Chris West,  
Community Organizer with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) will 
introduce us to the work of CRS and offer a briefing on import- 
ant international issues that CRS is working on. 

January 2   Jan. 27: Standing in Solidar ity: An Interfaith Prayer Service  
                    for Victims of Violence in Darfur; Held on International  
    B              Holocaust Remembrance Day at 3 p.m. at Espiritu Santo Church 
                    in Safety Harbor. A Catholic Relief Services guest speaker will  
                    address the current situation in Darfur.  

  
Feb. 16: Faithful Citizenship: Being Catholic in the Public  
Square. Legislative Advocacy Workshop with Sheila Hopkins  
from the Florida Catholic Conference. 
 
March 11 and 12: Catholic Days at the Capital in Tallahas- 
see. Meet legislators, attend a luncheon with the Bishops and  
Catholic legislators, as well as participate in the Red Mass  
concelebrated by the Bishops for public servants. 
 
Apr il 19: Car ing for  God©s Creation: The Catholic Response 
Diocesan workshop on global climate change at Christ the King. 

     Lisa Huetteman was signed up to do the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer 3-Day, 60-mile race in 2006. A friend of hers had died of 
breast cancer and Huetteman felt moved to do something. But once 
she found out and confirmed that Komen funds grants to Planned 
Parenthood, she immediately changed her mind. 
     “We said we can’ t do that,”  said Huetteman talking about her race 
partner, Mary Owens. “Planned Parenthood money is used for good, 
but if $1 went to the wrong cause, like turning the lights on in one 
abortion clinic, then we couldn’ t do it.”  
     They organized a three-day race of their own, got their school and 
parish, St. Stephen Catholic Church in Valrico, involved and raised 
$26,000 for H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute.  

  On Oct. 19, 2007, Huetteman joined eight others for the second annual 60-mile Project Cure, as well as 101 
other walkers who joined them along the way. They raised more than $31,000 and combined with funds from 
the Lightning Foundation, donated $70,000 to Moffitt. INFORMATION: Hutteman (813) 785-9768. 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Huetteman -- Members of 
St. Stephen’s Parish in Valrico presented their 
donation Dec. 13 at a Tampa Bay Lightning game.  

Homeless Find Solace In Service 

 

who have lost their lives in 2007, the Life 
Ministry office helped organize one of four 
services in Pinellas County for National 
Homeless Persons’  Memorial Day. An 
interfaith prayer service at Pinellas Hope in 
Clearwater was held Dec. 21. 

 

Fr. Bob 
Schneider 

gives a 
litany of 
remem-
brance. 

Honoring 
the homeless 


