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Give thanks to the Lord, who is good, whose love endures forever.  Psalm 118: 1

Gratitude is what I most feel today as I prepare this President’s report.  Gratitude to God who has worked through me the past two years to lead the Associates of  NCCW as they continue their support of the National Council of Catholic Women.  Gratitude to the Associate officers and board members of the 2005 -2007 term and a heart of thanksgiving to all the Associate members who have continued to give so generously to this organization.
The recruitment of new members was my focus for the past two years.  To this end, one of the first tasks was to update our brochure. Board member, Ann Marie Burdzinski was most helpful with this. Several copies of the new brochure were sent to the officers and directors to circulate in their areas as a tool to recruit new members.  Each new member received a welcome letter from the President and a copy of the brochure.  At General Assembly 2006 and Convention 2007, an information table was attended and many new members were received.  Brochures with the membership application were attached to all the programs at the luncheon gathering Milwaukee 2006 and the program for the 2007 Biennial meeting. Since Convention in Atlanta 2005, we have added 105 new members. During this convention we have enrolled many more members with over $1000.00 in donations. For this I am most grateful.
The Associate current membership is 678 with 86 Provisional members, 423 Active members and 169 Life members.  We have 36 new Life members to honor at our Biennial meeting.  My gratitude to Sheila Hopkins, Treasurer who has received all dues and donations while maintaining an up to date membership list.
It is a privilege and a pleasure for the President of the Associates to serve as a voting member of the National Council of Catholic Women Board of Directors.  I attended three National Board meetings each year and prepared written and oral reports on the work of the Associates.  This President also served on commission teams and committees as requested by the National President. The response to the Brochures attached to my NCCW reports was great and I am proud to boast that 100 % of the National Board members are also members of the Associates.

For the past two years, the Mass for the deceased members has been celebrated during the June meeting of the NCCW board.  All lay ministries are performed by Associate members and this year our Associate Moderator, Monsignor Eugene Lozinski, who is now also the NCCW moderator, was the celebrant for the Mass.  We pray for all deceased members of the Associates and we call by name those who have died in the past year.  
Correspondence is a very vital part of this position.  Newsletters were published twice each year to keep our membership informed of the status of the Associates as well as current NCCW activities and programs.  Many letters are sent and much correspondence with the Associate board is done per email and cell phone.  I am thankful for the modern technology that saves much postage and other expense.

The spirit and team work of this Associate board and membership has been awesome and so affirming to me for together we have offered such support to the National Council giving $27,000 in grants over the past two years.  The grant funding for 2008 is $13,000 designated as voted on by the Associate Board of Directors; $3000 Development, Communications and Technology Modernization; $3000 Catholic Woman insert; $3000 Catholic Woman Church Doctrine series; $2000 Training for the Executive Committee; $2000 commission Resource Packets for 2008 General Assembly.
