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National Council of Catholic Women Meets in Salt Lake City
Arlington, VA, October 20, 2008—More than 600 members and friends of the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) gathered at a successful General Assembly in Salt Lake City, September 24-28, 2008, for leadership development, education, and spiritual formation.

The Most Reverend John Wester, Bishop of Salt Lake City, welcomed the group at the opening Mass at the Cathedral of the Madeleine, saying, “We’ve been praying for you and thanking God for you.”  Two plenary session speakers, Kathy Coffey and Carole Goodwin, addressed ways of deepening faith and spirituality.  Coffey’s address, “Those Feisty Gospel Women” offered a prayerful reflection on Scripture and encouraged attendees to engage their imaginations as they consider the unnamed women of the New Testament.  Goodwin invoked the lives and words of Saints Teresa of Avila and Catherine of Siena and Blessed Mother Teresa to provide examples of courageous and surprising women of faith and action.  

Leadership was a recurring theme of the Assembly.  Every attendee had an opportunity to preview segments of the organization’s new leadership development training program, and local councils can now schedule the training program in their area.  Council member and training consultant, Elizabeth Tardola, addressed the topic of leading during times of change and transition.  She quoted Bishop William Friend, “leadership in the Church must be expressed in view of the cultures, the times, and the needs of the people of the day.”  She also cited Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who, she noted, “had a dream, not a plan.  This meant that he had a desire or a goal for a certain result, but he did not have the roadmap to achieve that goal…What it truly meant was that he needed a team or group to figure out how to get to the realization of that dream….He needed leaders to help.” 
NCCW honored the three regional recipients of the Our Lady of Good Counsel Award and announced the national award recipient:  Rita Macewicz, Region I, Diocese of Madison; Mary Ann Schwab, Region II and national award recipient, Archdiocese of San Francisco; and Eileen Widmer, Region II, Diocese of Knoxville.

During the Assembly the Rev. Msgr. Robert Servatius, Diocese of Salt Lake City, was elected Chairman of the NCCW Moderators, a representative to the NCCW Board of Directors.  Also during the meeting, eleven new and two returning Province Directors were installed:  Rebecca Woodhull, Province of Chicago; Mary Folchert, Province of Denver; Barbara Vaughn, Province of Omaha; Sandra Gist, Province of San Antonio; Carmen Boston, Province of Washington, DC; Kathleen Petty, Province of Baltimore; Nancy Kimmet, Province of Cincinnati; Mary Adams, Province of San Francisco; Alison Mimms, Province of Atlanta; Mary Stewart, Province of Harford; and Suzanne Erpenbach, Province of Louisville.  Judy Brose (Kansas City, KS) and D. Jean Schneider (Newark) have been reappointed to second terms.  
-end-

