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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN CONVENTION 

WORKSHOPS TO ADDRESS “HOT” TOPICS IN CATHOLIC LIFE

Arlington, VA— The National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) convention will focus on some of the most pressing challenges facing American Catholics today.  Reflecting the convention theme—NCCW—Moving Forward with Faith and Joy, workshops will engage participants in a timely consideration of issues that are not just the subject of the nightly news but also play out in concrete and sometimes vexing ways in most parish communities.  “Speakers have been chosen for their professional expertise on the topics and their personal commitment to collaborative action, respectful dialogue, justice, and fidelity to the teaching and tradition of the Catholic Church,” notes NCCW President Bobbie Hunt.  
Drawing on her own experience as a bilingual and bicultural Mexican-American, Dr. Lucia Murphy, Director of Evangelization and Special Ministries for Harrisburg, PA, will discuss how to create parish unity in “The Changing Body of Christ: Bringing Together a Diverse Church.”  One out of three Catholics in the United States is of Hispanic heritage.  According to projections, that proportion will be two out of three by 2042.  Yet many parishes experience “parallel” congregations which use common facilities, but the people rarely intersect beyond an occasional bilingual liturgy.  Our challenge is to find new ways to knit together the Body of Christ in our increasingly diverse parishes. 

Sharon Becker, CSJ, Assistant General Superior of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange will ask attendees to examine “The Challenge of Human Trafficking.”  You have wondered and she will help answer questions critical to developing solutions: “What are the causes of this plague?  How are we in the United States implicated?  Hear a thought-provoking discussion on human trafficking and learn about trafficking from a global perspective and about its presence here in the United States.  Find out how it affects those who have been victimized, learn what the Church is doing to fight it, and take home practical ideas for how you and your council can help. Sr. Becker, a frequent lecturer on human trafficking, will explore these and related topics. 
Liturgist, liturgical musician, and Catholic writer Grayson Warren Brown unwraps “The Power of a Servant Church: The Church in Africa “ and finds a model of action for justice and human dignity that all can use.  The Church in Africa is alive and powerful.  The source of its power is that it lives in the spirit of service as did Our Lord Jesus Christ.  Brown explores how we can use the servant Church of Africa as a model to make the servant spirit shine in our own American Church.  He will convince you that liturgy can empower people, even the poorest ones in the poorest countries, to live the Gospel, “The pleading for God’s help and the thankfulness for God’s help is so deep that mere words can’t express it. We should be leaving liturgy full of emotion—on fire—and then go out and do something.”  
“Just Who Do You Think I Am?” asks longtime council sister and leader Rose Schuhmacher who will open your eyes to the power of a positive image and how to help build one for council.  The heart of her message?  “I am the National Council of Catholic Women …. Come find out who I am, who you are to me, and why we need each other.”  Ms. Schuhmacher is Executive Director, Holly Hill, Florida, Chamber of Commerce, and a past president of the Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.
All Catholic women interested in spiritual enrichment, leadership development, and service to the Church and society are invited to register and attend the convention. Register before July 6 and save.   Full registration information is available at www.nccw.org.  

Other topics to be taken up in presentations and discussions include ways that NCCW is adapting to changes in parish and community life as women increasingly participate in the decision-making and lay ecclesial ministry of the Church and NCCW book club author Nancy Jo Sullivan’s reflection on living with, loving, and losing a child with Down Syndrome.

The National Council of Catholic Women represents more than 8,000 affiliated Catholic women’s organizations and individual members nationwide.
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