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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

MEETS IN COLUMBUS, OHIO, ELECTS NEW OFFICERS
Arlington, VA –Nearly 1,100 members and friends of the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) met September 20-23, to renew their commitment to Church, family, and community service and to explore practical ways to bring their faith to bear on the problems at home and around the world.
In the opening liturgy of the convention, Bishop Frederick Campbell of Columbus reminded participants that “everything is made for the love of God.  To know Christ is to know our purpose in life.”  He urged the gathered assembly “to realize anew every day the power of Christ among us.”
In his keynote address, “Becoming-the-Best-Version-of-Yourself,” Matthew Kelly, invited the audience to consider three questions:  What do you want?  What does God want for you? And what are your dreams?  Suggesting that “God’s dream is that you become the best version of yourself,” he urged participants to ask themselves continually “does this choice help me become the best version of myself.”  “There’s a difference between our culture and our Church,” he noted.  “What’s the culture’s vision for the human person?  It doesn’t have one.  It doesn’t have a vision for the family either.  The goal of the culture is consumption.  The Church has a vision—that you grow in holiness, that you grow in all that God wants for you.  From our vision for the human person comes our vision for the family and society.”
Joan Rosenhauer, on the staff of the USCCB, and Auxiliary Bishop Francis Kane of Chicago presented a workshop that looked to Catholic Social Teaching as the foundation for legislative advocacy and faithful citizenship.  Rosenhauer commended councils of Catholic women for using Catholic Social Teaching as the basis for their activities.  She observed that while Catholics have been better at service, there is a growing sense of purpose in working for justice.  Bishop Kane noted that the Roman Catholic Church is uniquely positioned to work for peace and justice because of its presence in every corner of the world.  He cautioned attendees to remember that “the Church is the body of Christ, not a collection of rugged individuals. . . . Solidarity requires knowledge, faith, and action.  The call to peace and justice is the call to see things as they are and to bring them to what they should be.”  How does that translate into parish life?  Efforts for peace and justice are more likely to succeed when they are presented, not as statistics, but in ways that communicate the personal.  “You have to begin somewhere,” he noted.  “I suggest you try not to do too much.  Build the structure; make it inclusive.  Begin with just a few issues—take on one that has immediacy.  Begin with a sense of solidarity and find allies.  Your bishop and pastor are important allies.  You have to work with the people around you—the people in your office, parish, and diocese.  Use dialogue and reasonable compromise if you meet resistance.”
Dale Recinella, a lawyer and lay Catholic chaplain to Florida death row and solitary confinement inmates, examined “Catholic Teaching and the Realities of the American Death Penalty,” pointing out that the Church teaches that using the death penalty is a moral issue.  “A moral question requires not just getting the facts and counting the votes but informing reason with faith,” he noted.  “If an issue is only political, then we can make decisions by majority rule.”  While the Catholic Church recognizes the state’s right to impose the death penalty, “just because it’s a right, doesn’t automatically mean using it must also be necessary.”  Recinella also talked about “the myth that the death penalty heals. . . .Today there is a constant slow procession of family members who wish they hadn’t wanted [the death penalty imposed] because now they have to deal with having desired the death of another person….Prison wardens are speaking out about what it did to them and other prison employees to kill people for us.”  Recinella urged his audience to remember that the families of those executed form another group of innocent victims.  “One of the shocking realities we faced when we first started our ministry is that we are sitting with families while their son is being killed by the state.  Their anger is the same as other victims…Every time an execution takes place, a whole new family of victims is created.  Fortunately, we don’t have to do this anymore to protect society.”
NCCW President Ellen Bachman of Palmetto, Florida, announced the results of the biennial election held during the convention.  On September 23, the following officers were installed to lead the NCCW for the next two years:  President—Bobbie Hunt, Diocese of Salt Lake City; Region 1 Vice President—Donna Sanders, Diocese of New Ulm; Region 2 Vice President—Eunice Washa, Diocese of Austin; Region 3 Vice President—Patty Johnson, Diocese of Knoxville; Secretary—Joanne Pohland, Diocese of New Ulm; Treasurer—Debra Van Mele, Diocese of Palm Beach.
At the closing Eucharist of the convention, Bishop Michael Bransfield of Wheeling-Charleston commended council members, saying “Each one of you is engaged in your own commitment to life.  Each one of those individual acts becomes an occasion of grace.  In this group, there are so many devoted people doing so much for others and bringing grace to a culture that needs it badly.  You are doing so many good things for the right reasons.”
End

NCCW Convention

Page 2
