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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN ANNOUNCES
NEW WORKSHOP AND ELECTION INFORMATION

 
Arlington, VA— In keeping with its focus on timely topics, the 2009 National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) convention will host a workshop on immigration issues in addition to workshops previously announced on diversity, human trafficking, the church in Africa, and the power of a positive message and image.
 
NCCW member and staffer for the Florida Catholic Conference, Sheila Hopkins brings a wealth of experience to her presentation, “Welcoming the Stranger:  What Does the Church Teach about Immmigration?” The Church recognizes the right of countries to control their borders, but the Church also recognizes the right of human beings to have the necessities to sustain life. Go beyond the sound bites and incivility of the “blogosphere,” and learn why the immigration system is broken and understand some of the myths circulating about life for the undocumented in the United States.
 
All Catholic women interested in spiritual enrichment, leadership development, and service to the Church and society are invited to register and attend the convention, September 23-27, in Jacksonville, Florida.  Full registration information is available at www.nccw.org.  
 
Other topics to be taken up in presentations and discussions include ways that NCCW is adapting to changes in parish and community life as women increasingly participate in the decision-making and lay ecclesial ministry of the Church and NCCW book club author Nancy Jo Sullivan’s reflection on living with, loving, and losing a child with Down Syndrome.  
 
Delegates will elect new officers at this convention.  Standing for president:  Donna Sanders, of the Diocese of New Ulm; Eunice Washa, of the Diocese of Austin; and Patty Johnson, of the Diocese of Knoxville.  For Region I vice president:  Evelyn Lompa, of the Diocese of Superior, and Joanne Pohland, of the Diocese of New Ulm.  For Region II vice president:  Karen Painter of the Diocese of Tulsa.  For Region III vice president:  Judy Powers, of the Diocese of Palm Beach; Janie Southerland, of the Diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee; and Denise Pencola, of the Diocese of Greensburg.  For secretary:  Jane Schiszik, of the Diocese of Superior.  For treasurer:  Kathleeen Jones, of the Diocese of Salt Lake City, and Rose Martinet, of the Diocese of Joliet.
 
The National Council of Catholic Women represents a combined membership of affiliated Catholic women’s organizations and individual members nationwide.
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