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Church

There is a New Ministry called Growing with the Saints, Inc. which is committed to developing "totally" Catholic vacation bible school (VBS) programs as an alternative to the Protestant-based programs with Catholic companion materials.  The authors are a mother and three sisters who self-published with much prayer and support from committed Catholics who believed in developing these New Catholic VBS Programs.  Companion materials on the saints are included.  Growing with the Saints imparts the Catholic faith with its rich tradition, utilizing the Bible and the lives of the saints. The program is intended to inspire young children to emulate the saints, and answer God’s call to holiness by imitating the real faith heroes and heroines.  Check it out at www.growingwiththesaints.com.
On July 7, 2007 Pope Benedict XVI published an Apostolic Letter under the title Summorum Pontificum, by which he allows for and promotes a wider usage of the liturgy of the Mass in force in 1962. An unofficial translation of the Apostolic Letter appears on the Vatican website (http://www.vatican.va) and is also available at the USCCB website, www.usccb.org.  Just type Summorum Pontificum into the search engine at either website.  You will find a translation of the document as well as questions and answers regarding the document.  This can be used as a resource at an affiliate meeting for enrichment.

Community

A recent survey by Teenage Research Unlimited (TRU) found that over half a million teens have purchased alcohol online, and over 3 million know another teen who has done so.  Few states have taken action to compel online sellers of alcohol to comply with laws prohibiting sale to minors.  Visit www.pointclickdrink.com to find out how your council can help.  

Here is an idea for a project to help children in your community:  the Orlando, Florida DCCW has provided undergarments to homeless children who attend school in the area. Contact information for schools in the various school districts was passed among the deaneries and from there to the parishes to enable affiliates to support schools in their individual areas.  Thank you, Orlando, for giving us an example of a simple but effective way to help children in our neighborhoods.
Family
Do you know what your family needs to have in a basic disaster supply kit?  Among the essential items are a three-day supply of food and water (1 gallon of water per day, per person), a first-aid kit and manual, a flashlight and extra batteries, and hygiene items.  Your council or affiliate can sponsor an emergency preparedness education session in your parish or community.  Visit www.EDEN.lsu.edu for more tips on how to prepare for an emergency.
Do you have an old cell phone hanging around that still has life in it?  Put it to good use.  Have your council collect used cell phones and donate them to women’s shelters or the local domestic violence program.  They can be a lifeline for women who need to use the phone without fear of having the call traced.
