WUCWO Greetings to NCCW Convention – Columbus, OH - September 20, 2007

By Karen Hurley

Bringing Light to our Global Society

Since the founding of the National Council of Catholic Women in 1920, members have been committed to the theme chosen for this convention: Bringing Light to our Global Society.  NCCW programs and activities highlight the most urgent needs and hopes to build a better, more peaceful world.  In that effort one of NCCW’s brightest moments was hosting the 2006 Assembly of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations.  Founded in 1910, WUCWO represents 100 Catholic women’s organizations from 64 countries and all continents.  As President General it is my privilege to bring you greetings from your Sisters throughout the world who still bask in the glow of the spiritual formation, education and evangelization efforts generously offered in Arlington.  Many NCCW members continue to deepen personal relationships which were formed during those life-changing days.
During this past year we have celebrated the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations’ erection as a public international association of the faithful, according to the Code of Canon Law.  This is a great privilege which brings with it an immense responsibility.  WUCWO’s new “juridical personality” means that it speaks and acts in the name of the Church, as the voice of the Church as well as the voice of women in the Church.  Our union is intimately engaged in the exchange of gifts that takes place on so many levels of ecclesial life.  We recognize that being nourished by the Eucharist, availing ourselves of ongoing spiritual formation and continuing education in Church teachings are vital for our ability to transmit authentic Catholic Christian values to the world.  Our words and actions are to be prayerfully rooted in our Catholic faith and the social teaching of the Church.  

Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI noted in Sacramentum Caritatis:  “In a particular way, the Christian laity, formed at the school of the Eucharist, are called to assume their particular political and social responsibilities. To do so, they need to be adequately prepared through practical education in charity and justice.” (Sacramentum Caritatis, 91)  Pope Benedict’s personal words spoken to this President were filled with esteem and affirmation of the great work of women in so many countries.
Our Catholic faith defines the most notable differences between the evangelizing missionary outreach of WUCWO and the work of other non-governmental organizations:  being witnesses to the truth of God’s love through an intimate relationship with our Eucharistic Lord.

As part of that witness, please join our Prayer Chain for Peace around the world by including in your Morning or Evening prayers a special prayer (or rosary) for peace.

WUCWO has petitioned the Holy See to name St. Maria Goretti as the patroness of the innocence of children and to set aside her feast day, July 6, as a day of prayer throughout the Universal Church for healing for all those who are suffering or have suffered from sexual abuse.  Your support, and the support of WUCWO members and Bishops of every country, is needed for these intentions which are now being considered by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments.  Please review and work all of the resolutions adopted at the 2006 WUCWO Assembly which are listed on the brochure in your convention packet.

Now more than ever, faithful Catholic women around the world must raise their voices to proclaim and protect the sanctity and dignity of every human life.  The World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations is commitment is exemplified by this President’s recent response to the United Nations’ Secretary General’s Message on World Population Day 2007.  While the theme was admirable—“men as partners for maternal health”—the costs of the partnership described therein are the lives of countless innocent children.  We agree that “death and suffering is preventable” but even more so without the abortions advocated by the UN in the guise of sexual rights and reproductive health.  A far more compassionate response is to provide support and services for pregnant women and their families, advance women’s educational and economic standing in society, and eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination against women in a world where an estimated 100,000,000 girls are missing due to sex selection abortion, infanticide and neglect.  

Our beloved Catholic Church is universally noted for providing compassionate care to women and families.  Our World Union is committed to efforts which truly respect human life and promote human dignity.  May NCCW members embrace future opportunities to bring even more light to our global society in collaboration with WUCWO.
Many thanks to the NCCW Board for designating a collection for WUCWO at national gatherings during the years of my presidency.  Thank you for your generosity and continued prayerful support of the mission of the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organizations and the service of this President.

God bless each of you for your luminous faith, radiant hope and all-encompassing love.
