Reconciliation Service

Advent, 2005

“Back to an Advent of Peace”
The following service is based on Chapter II of the Rite of Penance, "Rite of Reconciliation of Several Penitents with Individual Confession and Absolution." Prayers and suggestions to guide the local celebration of the rite are included. The following priest text and enclosed worship aid may be reproduced free of charge for in-parish use contingent upon the following conditions:

· ICEL copyright notice will appear on the cover, inside cover, title page, acknowledgement page, or other suitable place — Excerpts from the English translation of Rite of Penance © 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.

· ICEL capitalization, punctuation, and sense-line format will be followed exactly (see official edition of text; the following version follows these requirements).

· This permission is also given on the condition that this publication is not for sale.

The cantor or another minister can begin the service with the following introduction:

We come together this night to seek the Lord’s forgiveness, reconciliation and peace.

(Let us begin by singing ______________________.)  Please stand.

Opening Hymn 
Jesus, Come to Us (Haas) – or another appropriate hymn

Greeting 

Priest:


A.
May God’s spirit



of peace and mercy



be with you.



R.  And also with you.


B.
Grace, mercy, and peace be with you
from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Savior.

R.  And also with you.
Priest or another minister:

We gather in this season of Advent to prepare our
hearts anew for the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Let us root out everything in our lives that keeps us
from being truly open to Jesus and effective
preachers of his good news.
Opening Prayer 

Let us pray.

Lord our God,
you are patient with sinners
and accept our desire to make amends.
We acknowledge our sins 
and are resolved to change our lives.
Help us to celebrate this sacrament of your mercy
so that we may reform our lives
and receive from you the gift of everlasting joy.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
Celebration of the Word of God

First Reading 

Isaiah 55:1-11

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 36

Gospel Acclamation
Parish Advent Acclamation

Gospel 

Luke 15:1-10

Homily 

Silence

Examination of Conscience

The priest stands and begins the examination of conscience with the following. The assembly may remain seated during the examination of conscience.
God sent the Holy Spirit among us

to transform our hearts

and restore us to grace.

Let us be open to that spirit

as we call to mind our sins.

(silent reflection)
The examination of conscience may be done in silence or as follows, read by the priest, another reader or a group of readers.
Am I ever mindful of God in my daily life? Do I take time to pray and to reflect on the words and acts of God?


(pause)

Do I show reverence to the holy or have I let cynicism and disrespect affect my attitudes and values? Do I participate in the liturgy on Sundays and holy days?

(pause)


Do I respect those in authority? Do I use the power I have to help people and to build up the kingdom of God?

(pause)


Do I show care for those who are vulnerable and in need? Do I give of my time, treasure, and talent to assist those in need?

(pause)


Am I a good steward of the earth’s resources? Do I own things or do my things own me?

(pause)


Do I give in to impatience, anger, and violence? Have I refused forgiveness to someone who asked for it?

(pause)


Do I treat the gift of my sexuality with respect and dignity?

(pause)


Do I seek opportunities to give witness to my faith and bring Christ to others?
(pause)

Rite of Reconciliation

General Confession of Sins 

Deacon or other minister:

My brothers and sisters, let us ask God to forgive
our sins and open our hearts to his healing love.
All:
I confess to almighty God . . .

Deacon or other Minister:

God our Father waits for the return of those who are lost and welcomes them back as his children. Let us pray that we may turn back to him and be received with kindness into his house. 
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.
· Make us a living sign of your love for all to see:
people reconciled with you and with each other, we pray. . .
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.

· In this sign of your love you forgive us our sins: 
may it teach us to love others and to forgive their sins against us, we pray. . .
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.

· Give light to our darkness and lead us by your truth, we pray. . .
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.

· In your mercy free us from the past and enable us to begin a new life of holiness, we pray. . .
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.

· When we stray from you, guide us back into the way of holiness, love, and peace, we pray. . .
R. Lord, do not hold our sins against us.

Deacon or another minister:

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All:

Our Father . . . 
Priest:

Father, our source of life,
you know our weakness.
May we reach out with joy to grasp your hand
and walk more readily in your ways.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
Individual Confession and Absolution 

The penitents go to the priests designated for individual confession and confess their sins. Each one receives and accepts a fitting act of satisfaction and is absolved. After hearing the confession and offering suitable counsel, the priest extends his hands over the penitent’s head (or at least extends his right hand) and gives absolution. Everything else which is customary in individual confession is omitted.


Proclamation of Praise for God's Mercy 
The Canticle of Mary (Magnificat) is a particularly appropriate proclamation of praise during the Advent season. It is available in numerous musical settings or it may be recited.

Concluding Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Priest:

Lord God,
creator and ruler of your kingdom of light,
in your great love for this world
you gave up your only Son
for our salvation.
His cross has redeemed us,
his death has given us life,
his resurrection has raised us to glory.
Through him we ask you
to be always present among your family.
Teach us to be reverent in the presence of your glory;
fill our hearts with faith,
our days with good works,
our lives with your love;
may your truth be on our lips
and your wisdom in all our actions,
that we may receive the reward of everlasting life.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.
Concluding Rite 
Priest:

May the Lord guide your hearts in the way of his love
and fill you with Christ-like patience.

R. Amen.

May he give you strength
to walk in newness of life
and to please him in all things.

R. Amen.

May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

Deacon or priest: 

The Lord has given you the gift of forgiveness. 
Go in peace.
All: 
Thanks be to God.

Closing Hymn 

Soon and Very Soon (Crouch) or Freedom is Coming (Utryck) or another appropriate hymn
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