Final FOCA Campaign Food for Thought:

The office has received great feedback from quite a few parishes so far, and some are continuing still into the next couple of weekends – some got a late start, others are having follow up weekends because they ran out of postcards!  Several parishes are also inviting people to sign the National Right to Life’s petition. It is especially awesome to see, at least in a couple of parishes, the good number of people who have written letters based on the post cards.  There have also been inquiries from other churches who wanted to participate! Many thanks to everyone involved in making the postcard campaign successful in clearly articulating our continued commitment to defending and seeking legal protection for the unborn. 
 

Many of you are aware of the CNS article, “Rumors aside, FOCA legislation no threat to Catholic Health Care”, giving assurance that there is no threat of closure for Catholic hospitals. This article resulted in some confusion about the urgency of the campaign. The postcard/petition campaign is still most relevant because of campaign promises and to challenge legislators to, as stated on the postcard, “Please oppose FOCA or any similar measure, and retain laws against federal funding and promotion of abortion” (emphasis mine).  Additionally, the campaign efforts serve an educational purpose raising awareness about the specific kinds of measures that may be pushed, even incrementally.  This education is both to legislators and people in the pews. 
We do well to remember that when we studied “Faithful Citizenship” before the election it was emphasized that faithful citizenship isn’t only about voting but about ongoing political engagement (paragraph 7), and it includes:  “never abandon the moral requirement to seek full protection for all human life from the moment of conception until natural death” (paragraph 32). 
Additional food for thought:
The potential of the above CNS article to produce confusion does serve as an important reminder that misleading the nature and urgency of specific threats is not helpful and undermines future credibility.  Hopefully, being more attentive to adjusting the tone of some of the rhetoric and building bridges wherever they can be built will be directions to embrace, and not be automatically viewed with suspicion by single-minded passionate pro-lifers as compromise. This being said, the Newsweek article published after the March for Life, “Pro-Lifers in Obamaland”, that minimized the threat of FOCA becoming law, “since it has languished in Congress for two decades now,” is a good opportunity to recognize with humility and appreciation that this “languishing” is precisely because of the impact of these “single-minded” pro-life voices during these decades. (I think the article is rather deficient because it broadly frames pro-life efforts as either opposing abortion or supporting pregnancy - a false choice - which we too often buy into, even though it isn’t a true reflection of the many pro-life outreach/advocacy efforts that emphasize both.) 
