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                January 2009

Happy New Year from the Respect Life Office!

I hope that everyone had the opportunity to be renewed with hope and joy during the Christmas season.  I know that I am reminded again of the boundlessness of God’s grace and strengthened by the varied celebrations that draw us back throughout the year.

The Respect Life Office will be geared up for a busy jump into 2009 with the “Freedom of Choice Act” postcard campaign and the March for Life bus trip to Washington, D.C.  I would like to encourage you in your efforts to support both of these.  I will send e-mail reminders, especially when there have been updates, directing you to the Respect Life website (www.respectlife.catholicweb.com) where there is information about both of these.  In addition to clicking specifically on the FOCA or March for Life buttons, I encourage you to go to “Devotion and Prayer Aids” for “Word of Life,” which will link you to some intercessions, bulletin announcement, as well as “Preaching for Life” as a suggestion for January 22.  According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 373:

In all the dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23,

when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of

penance for violations to the dignity of the human person committed through

acts of abortion, and of prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of

the right to life. The Mass “For Peace and Justice” (no. 22 of the “Masses for

Various Needs”) should be celebrated with violet vestments as an appropriate

liturgical observance for this day.
If your parish does not yet have the Project Rachel yard sign and the book, The Jericho Plan, that have been made available for everyone, please come by the office at the Pastoral Center, Bldg 2 or 6.  Also, if you let me know ahead of time that you will be at the Chancery, I will be glad to have it available there for you.  Please consider displaying this sign prominently during the week beginning January 18 through the FOCA postcard campaign.  Please include bulletin announcements also about the March for Life, soliciting prayerful solidarity.  An additional step you may consider is inviting people to make a donation (diapers, wipes, formula, cash…) to your local Crisis Pregnancy Center.  

Attention anyone working with High School youth….the Respect Life website now has a Diobelle Youth for Life box.  Beginning this month there will be a monthly drawing.  This month there are two short videos to watch and comment on.  One highlights conscience and the other inherent dignity.  Youth are asked to comment and then provide their name and e-mail 

address to participate.  If their name is drawn they will be contacted for a mailing address for the (this month) $10.00 St Louis Co Bread gift card.  There will also be quarterly drawings, and a special end of year drawing to look forward to.  I have met some great youth and hope that this will be a way for us to continue to engage with one another.  In the future we may add a youth blog, but this is a start.  Please publish the opportunity in you parish bulletin and pass it also to your youth groups and/or Catholic High Schools.  

As you are no doubt aware, The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith has completed its instruction, Dignitas Personae, answering many questions raised by artificial reproductive technologies since Donum Vitae was issued in 1987.  The link to the USCCB page with the document and additional information is on the Respect Life website.  It may be that this presents for you an opportunity to highlight the clear consistent teaching of the church regarding the nature of human dignity.  

Resources that may be helpful include a DVD titled Beginning and End of Life Issues, published by the National Catholic Bioethics Center.  (It actually includes two presentations - one on beginning issues and one on end of life issues - that run about 30 minutes each that may be useful with adult groups.)  This was given to all the participants of the June Respect Life workshop, so if your Respect Life contact attended it should already be available to you.  Also, one of the bulletin inserts in this years “Hope and Trust in Life” Respect Life program from USCCB is titled Stem Cells and Hope for Patients.  Additionally, I have in the office a 15 minute video specifically on Stem Cell Research:  Finding Cures We Can All Live With.  These are particularly helpful in light of some of the rhetoric that suggests that the Church is somehow opposed to science.

Finally, a couple of dates to keep open are March 4th for the Catholics at the Capitol Day and May 1st (for clergy) and 2nd, when Christopher West will present Theology of the Body.   Details will follow as they develop!  Also, this is a good month to be sure you have your contacts in place for Mother’s Day Roses as I will likely begin in February making initial calls for estimates about numbers.  

Thank you for your continued support and prayers.   If there are any questions or ideas that we can work on together please give me a call!!

Blessings for the New Year,
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 Laurie  Edwards, Coordinator

  2620 Lebanon Avenue      618-235-9601 ext 133

                                                                 Email: ledwards@diobelle.org

  Belleville, IL 62221
        Fax: 618-257-2969

                                       Project Rachel: 1-800—618—HEAL 

