Vespers prayed in solidarity with Pope Benedict XVI’s prayer vigil for all nascent human life, first Sunday of Advent 2010.
Proclamation of Light 
(In a parish setting the Easter candle would be lit prior to evening prayer, and tapers distributed as people gather. In settings other than the parish the first Advent Candle may be lit at this time.)
Leader:    Light and peace to Jesus Christ our Lord. (say or sing, 
repeating with responses, three times as the light from the Easter candle is spread throughout the assembly ) 

Assembly:  Thanks be to God.
Evening Hymn: (One of the following or some other appropriate song is sung.)
Christ Be Our Light, BB
Ubi Caritas, BB, GC, W
Creator of the Stars of Night, BB, GC

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus, BB, GC, W

Key:
BB=Breaking Bread 

GC=Gather Comprehensive 
W=Worship 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Assembly: Amen.

Evening Thanksgiving 

Leader: Praise be to God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in whom the glory, in both earth and heaven, is manifested.
Assembly: Blessed be God forever.
Leader: We gather to praise God, who created our human family out of love. God is the source of our life and our love.
Assembly: Blessed be God forever.
Leader: We gather to glorify Christ our Savior, for he is our salvation, our life and our resurrection; through him we are saved and made free. 
Assembly: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Leader: We gather to exalt the Holy Spirit, who dwells within us and through whom the love of God has been poured into our hearts; who gives us right judgment, comfort, and guidance.
Assembly: Spirit of God, fall afresh upon us.

Psalm 141  
(The assembly is seated, candles extinguished, and the following antiphon and psalm are prayed aloud antiphonally, either alternating left and right sides or leader and assembly.)

Antiphon: Proclaim the good news among the nations: 

Our God will come to save us.

I have called to you, Lord; hasten to help me!

Hear my voice when I cry to you.
Let my prayer arise before you like incense,

the raising of my hands like an evening oblation.
Set, O LORD, a guard over my mouth;

keep watch at the door of my lips! 
Do not turn my heart to things that are wrong,

to evil deeds with men who are sinners.

Never allow me to share in their feasting.

If a good man strikes or reproves me it is kindness;

but let the oil of the wicked not anoint my head.

Let my prayer be ever against their malice.

Their princes were thrown down by the side of the rock:

then they understood that my words were kind.

As a millstone is shattered to pieces on the ground, 
so their bones were strewn at the mouth of the grave.

To you, Lord God, my eyes are turned:

in you I take refuge; spare my soul!

From the trap they have laid for me keep me safe:

keep me from the snares of those who do evil.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.
Psalm Prayer

Leader:      Lord, from the rising of the sun to its setting your name is worthy of all praise.  Let our prayer come like incense before you.  May the lifting up of our hands be as an evening sacrifice acceptable to you, Lord our God.
Assembly: Amen.
Antiphon: Proclaim the good news among the nations: 

Our God will come to save us.


(Pause for silent reflection and prayer.)

Canticle: (Ephesians 1:3-10) 

Antiphon: God determined out of love to adopt us through Jesus Christ.

Praised be God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has bestowed on us in Christ
every spiritual blessing in the heavens.

God chose us in him

before the world began,

to be holy and blameless in his sight.

He predestined us
to be his adopted sons through Jesus Christ,
such was his will and pleasure,
that all might praise the glorious favor
he has bestowed on us in his beloved.

In him and through his blood,

we have been redeemed,

and ours sins forgiven,

so immeasurably generous

is God's favor to us.

A plan to be carried out in Christ,
in the fullness of time,
to bring all things into one in him,
in the heavens and on earth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.


Antiphon: God determined out of love to adopt us through Jesus Christ.

(Pause for silent reflection and prayer.)

Reading: (Philippians 2: 3-9)
Lector:   Though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.  Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.  Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

(The leader or some other person, may share a few thoughts with the assembly or invite the assembly to enter into a brief period of silent prayer)

Gospel Canticle (All stand, make the sign of the cross.) 
Canticle of Mary, BB, GC
Intercessions 

Leader: The sacredness and dignity of life is rooted in God, in whose image we are created. To defend and promote life, to show reverence and love for life, is a task entrusted to us all.  Let us offer to God our prayers and petitions for this wondrous gift.
Leader (or other reader): Lord God, you breathed life into your creation. We recognize the greatness of your gift and pray that we may have the courage to live in the dignity inherent in being created in your image, protecting life in all its stages, and responding generously to those lives that are in need.

Assembly: Breath of life, hear us.

Leader (or other reader):  Eternal God, at the moment of conception when life begins, there is already present in substance, within those first cells, the dignity of being created in your image.  Increase the light of faith and hope, inspiring us to protect all nascent human life, which even when not yet visibly recognizable, already exists as part of the human family.
Assembly:  Light of life, hear us.

Leader (or other reader): Almighty God, the hearts of the powerful are in your hands; bestow your wisdom upon our leaders, that they may govern wisely and justly, championing your gift of life and dignity in all of human kind.

Assembly: Hope of the oppressed, hear us.

Leader (or other reader): Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment to her children, so you care for your people. Grant that we, your sons and daughters, may be a source of nourishment for our children.

Assembly: God of our mothers and fathers, hear us.

Leader (or other reader): Lord God, you are the source of all life. In your goodness, protect the unborn and calm the fears of anxious parents. Watch over and guide them, that they may bring their child into this world safely and in good health.

Assembly: O Fountain of life, hear us.

Leader (or other reader): Lord God, your kindness is from of old, console those who mourn the loss of a child, we place them in your care and ask for strength, for healing, and for love. Show them your great mercy.

Assembly: God of compassion and mercy, hear us.

Leader: And so in confidence, we pray in the words Jesus gave us:
Our Father . . .


Dismissal 

Leader: Let us pray.
God of life, your Word, spoken in love, created the human family and, in the fullness of time, your Son, conceived in love, restored it to your friendship. Hear our prayers, and may your Spirit be upon us, enabling us to bring the Word of Life to the lowly and to heal the brokenhearted.

(If a priest or deacon presides, he dismisses the people.)

Leader: The Lord be with you.
Assembly: And also with you.

Leader: May God who gives you life, give you joy.
Assembly: Amen.

Leader: May the only Son of God have mercy on you and help you in good times and in bad.
Assembly: Amen.

Leader: May the Holy Spirit fill your hearts with love.
Assembly: Amen.

Leader: May Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Assembly: Amen.

Leader: Let us go in the peace and love of the Lord.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.

(In the absence of a priest or deacon, the following is said.)

Leader: May the God of life fill you with every joy and blessing.
May the peace of Christ abound in your hearts.
May the Holy Spirit enrich you with his gifts, now and for ever.
Assembly: Amen.

Concluding Hymn:  (One of the following or some other appropriate song is sung.)
Comfort, Comfort, O My People , BB, GC, W
Day is Done, BB, GC, W
Ubi Caritas, BB, GC, W

Preceeding prayer service adapted from USCCB:  
Celebration of Thanksgiving and Reverence for Human Life
For continued period of prayer and reflection:
Psalm 139:13-15

You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother’s womb.  I praise you, so wonderfully you made me; wonderful are your works!

Father and Creator of all life, you spoke and creation came into being, but human life you formed.  Renew within us wonder and awe for the work of your hand; that from the moment of fertilization, from countless possible combinations, a unique human being begins to be formed in your image.  Help us to renew our commitment to protect and defend life while it is still hidden, waiting to be born.  In a culture that often loses hope for the future, help us to recognize that the life that is forming, yet hidden, is a sign of the nature of true hope.  Protect us from the deception that denies life that is hidden, for it also robs us of confidence in hope for the future yet unseen.  Help us to welcome each new life as a gift from you and a reminder of how precious

life is.  


 
    Special Intentions:
Legislators



Crisis Pregnancy Support
Post Abortion Healing


Struggles with Infertility

Adopting Families


Ethical Stem Cell Research






