HISTORY OF ST. EDWARD CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

St. Edward Catholic Parish is the third oldest continuous parish in the Diocese of Green Bay Wisconsin founded in 1849.

It all began in the fall of 1849 when three families knelt in a log cabin. The cabin was owned by Peter Hephner, a settler whose American Ancestors go back to 1776. The Hephners and two Irish families, those of Patrick and Dave Barry, who came to America during the potato famine of 1846, were the first families to settle in Mackville and it is on the original Hephner land that the St. Edward parish property is located.

The first church, hewn of logs held together by clay, was constructed in 1855. It was replaced in 1873 by a structure just south of the present church. The first resident pastor was Rev. Lambert Adelaar. The second pastor, Rev. A.N. Buschle, organized the first religious school.

ST. EDWARD PARISH, THE FIRST 150 YEARS, 1949 TO 1999

1849….Father Theodore Vanden Broek, O.P., Little Chute offers Mass at Peter Hephner’s home.

1855….Log cabin church built on land donated by Peter Hephner and placed under patronage of St. Edward the confessor.

1860….Mackville’s mission church reassigned to Father Louis Dale, pastor of St. Mary’s, Appleton. He offers more regular visits by mission priests if improvements are made to the church.

1861….Interior of mission church plastered.

1862….Father Dale brings four lanterns to light church, donating one, the others paid for by parishioners at $2.00 each. Chimney built at a cost of $5.00 (Labor - 75 cents, 250 bricks - $4.05, two bushels of lime – 25 cents).

St. Edward parish selected by Father Dale in which to celebrate Christmas Mass. First pew rent list published.

1865….Parishioners vote to build a stone church to measure 40 by 60 feet.

1873….Construction of new church started and when completed, it is blessed by Bishop Melcher who promises to send a resident priest if parish will build a rectory.

1874….Father John Lambert Adelaar is St. Edward’s first resident priest. First parish picnic held.

1875….Father Anthanatius Nicodemus Buschle organizes first religious school which is held sometimes in church, other times in rectory.

1878….Parish is debt free. Land purchased on which to build school.

1881….One room school constructed.

1882….Sanctuary and Sacristy added to church and steeple is re-shingled.

1885….Parish legally incorporated and officially registered by Outagamie County Register of Deeds. Convent built to house religious order for teaching. Three sisters of St. Dominic of Racine arrive to teach school.

1889….A new stable built, the Rectory re-shingled, Father F> Christopher, first American-born priest, comes to St. Edward.

1892….Reed organ purchased from proceeds of church picnic.

1902….Stained glass windows ($15.00 each) arrive from Europe.

1905….Two furnaces placed in crawl space beneath church.

1909….Interior of church redecorated. Immaculate Conception painted on ceiling. (See Church Furnishings and Artifacts Link)

1914….Combination school and convent built.

1919….Church building wired for electricity when power company ran lines along road.

1931….Father Nicholas Gross arrives at St. Edward.

1932….Envelope system introduced to St. Edward by Father Gross.

1935….School re-roofed from wood to asbestos shingle after a near fire.

1941….Cornerstone laid for seven foot extension to church which included a new church entrance.

1947….Interior of church re-decorated and Immaculate Conception painting cleaned and retouched.

1949….Centennial Thanksgiving service held at St. Edward.

1954….Parishioners vote to construct a new school with full basement.

1955….Land purchased and ground broken for new school.

1956….Bishop Bona dedicates new school.

1957….First church bulletin published.

1964….Parish is debt free as mortgage is paid in eight and one-half years.

1965….Addition added to school.

1966….School addition blessed and dedicated by Bishop John B. Grellinger.

1970….Father Gross forms and signs proclamation for Parish Council.

1971….Father Gross retires after 40 years of dedicated service, closing his service with a Golden Jubilee celebration (May 21, 1921 – May 21, 1971). Father Justin Werner becomes pastor of St. Edward.

1974….Church redecorated.

1975….Old Convent razed.

1976….First tractor pull conducted on parish grounds. New house built for Franciscan Sisters; eventually would serve as Rectory.

1979….Father LeRoy Hogan becomes St. Edward’s pastor.

1981….Church interior repainted.

1990….School day classes reformulated to Kindergarten through fifth grade. Father Ron Belitz becomes pastor of St. Edward.

1992….Father Karl Buresh appointed pastor of St. Edward.

1993….Parish Needs Council is formed to determine future building plans.

1994….Father Buresh asks parish to consider building a new church.

1995….Pledge Sunday iniated to solicit funds for a new church. After Father Buresh’s death, Father Charles Brooks accepts St. Edward pastorate and continues work on building new church. Old Rectory razed. Construction of elevator on south end of school begins building project.

1996….Final Mass celebrated in old church March 24. After Palm Sunday Mass, March 31, ground broken for new church.

1997….New church is blessed and dedicated by Bishop Robert Banks.

1999….St. Edward celebrates its Sesquicentennial year with special commemorative events:

Feb 14 – Mass and dinner for St. Edward’s longest married couples

May 2 – Mass honors religious vocations from St. Edward

June 18 – 20  24th annual Tractor Pull held

Oct 10 – Celebrates 150 years of St. Edward parish with Bishop Robert Banks

Dec 6 – Ecumenical Concert held at St. Edward

ST. EDWARD PARISH 1999 TO PRESENT

2003….New Stained Glass windows depicting the four seasons are purchased and installed (See Church Furnishings and Artifacts Link)

2007….Fr. Brooks granted Senior Priest Status

2007….Fr. Mark Vander Steeg becomes Administrator while continuing as Pastor of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception in Greenville

ST. EDWARD CHURCH FURNISHINGS AND ARTIFACTS

HOLD CTRL BUTTON + click here to view photos of artifacts
LARGE SANTUARY CRUCIFIX

The wood for the cross was saw-milled from rafters of the old church.

Backlights were installed to create a focus.

By Vatican decree a crucifix must be present for all Masses. The Gresl family graciously donated the “Corpus” which was imported from Italy.

MADONNA MURAL

In 1909 Charles Scheer of Appleton, at that time one of Wisconsin’s foremost artists, painted the Madonna on canvas. It was applied to the ceiling of the old church and remained there until the facility was razed in March of 1996.

Before the razing began, artisans from Conrad Schmidt Studios in New Berlin carefully removed the canvas from the ceiling, rolled it and carried it to their studios. There the painting was cleaned and reconditioned. The refurbished mural was returned to Mackville and has been installed above the altar of our new church.
EUCHARISTIC CHAPEL

As one moves across the back of the worship space a very special niche fills one’s view. The Eucharistic Chapel is where the Body of Christ resides, where the sanctuary light burns signaling the presence of Christ. This place of private devotion, prayer and reflection looks out over the cemetery reminding the faithful of St. Edward of those who have been laid to their eternal rest.

Persons visiting the cemetery are able to look in on the tabernacle and meditate from a prayer garden between the chapel and the cemetery. Thanks to the Hofacker family, benches are provided that one can use to pray and meditate.
The tabernacle was also from the previous church and refurbished.

SAINT EDWARD PARISH CEMETERY

Many of the Saint Edward Founders and subsequent parishioners are laid to rest in the Parish Cemetery. 

The top of the steeple from our former church building is placed where the altar was and located in the midst of a prayer space. 

THE PROCESSIONAL CRUCIFIX

The origin of the Processional Crucifix is not known at this time. We do know that it dates back at least to the time of Fr. Gross (1931-1971) and was refurbished in the 1990’s with a donation by the Schmidt brothers, Ray & Don.

BELL TOWER

The bell tower stands 37 feet tall and spans 16 feet between towers. The wood beam is two feet deep by eight and three-quarters inches wide. The bells were from the previous church, refurbished and now toll through electronics.

CROSS

The cross on the very top of the building is 27 feet tall. Of that 20 feet is exposed above the cupola. The cross is made of six-by-six inch aluminum. The very top of the cross stands 89 feet above the nave floor.

CERAMIC CROSS MURAL

“GOD LOVES US” Mural design and facilitation workshop by Connie Greany

FAITH VALUES TAUGHT WITH CLAY at St. Edward
On Wednesday, March 10, 2010, a gathering of parish families with youth up to grade 6 listened to an inspirational talk by artist Connie Greany.  During the workshop, faith values were applied to the clay with many questions directed to the participants.  Questions posed were about God’s love for us:  Why do we celebrate Christmas? Easter? What disconnects us from God’s love? How does sin affect us? Affect our community? Does making our own choices matter? How can we share God’s love with others? Then each person received a small piece of clay to create a personal clay tile.  Then the tiles were collected and taken to Fine Lines Studio in Hortonville to be painted, glazed, fired, and assembled onto a selected CROSS design.

The symbolism of the St. Edward’s CROSS begins with a large red heart shape with many small hearts to represent those families who were unable to attend; red=the blood and sacrifice of Jesus for us; white letters and the circle for the love of God, white=joy, purity and eternal life. Words stamped in the red hearts which don’t show up are:  Believe, Joy, Mercy, We Gather, Faith, Grace Baptism, Proclaim Good News, Kingdom, Service, Welcome, Christ, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Wine, Bread, Eucharist.
Each arm of the cross includes: 

Individual tiles created by each participant in a variety of colors.  The color symbolism is:  greens=new life and growing hope, faith and love; purples and lavenders=purification, anticipation and reconciliation; orange and yellows=energy, joy, God’s spirit moving among us; blues=calmness or peace that passes our understanding; grays=our questions and doubts; gold=the precious gift of a faith community.

12 colored glass beads = the 12 apostles;

 3 clear whitish glass beads = the Trinity.

AMDG=Ad Moriem Dei Gloriem = For the Greater Glory of God

During the unveiling and blessing ceremony, April 14, Mrs. Greany stressed that each person’s decisions and contributions affect not only finished artwork, but also all of us in the community.  Everyone was asked to imagine what the cross might look like if they had created a different tile or if someone’s was missing; Noting that it takes all of us working together to create something great and beautiful.  As each person views the cross or touches it they should remember to pray for individuals and the community.

The CERAMIC CROSS MURAL will hang in common area of St. Edward’s Church as a reminder of what they learned.  The experience was organized by Mrs. Pat Coonen, Director of Religious Education.

SAINT EDWARD THE CONFESSOR  (Parish Namesake)

St. Edward was born into the royal family of England in the year 1003.

He was named King of England in 1042.

In 1050AD St. Edward built an Abbey for Monks and Nuns to live and pray. The Abbey subsequently under went many additions and renovations and is the present day Westminster Abbey.

St. Edward died in 1066 and is buried in the original part of Westminster Abbey.

A statue of St. Edward is in the gathering area along with a picture of his tomb in Westminster.

SAINTS PATRICK & BONIFACE
The Irish members of St. Edward first settled in the Town of Center in 1849. The patron Saint of Ireland, St. Patrick, meant a great deal to them.

Patrick went to Ireland in 432 where he made himself one of the people by living simply, learning their language and customs. Patrick’s effort was so successful that within a century Irish monks were Christianizing Europe.

The earliest German settlers came to Mackville in 1855 and turned to their patron, St. Boniface, an Anglo-Saxon missionary to neglected Christian communities. Boniface labored in the area of present day countries: the Netherlands, Rhineland, Bavaria, West Germany and neighboring areas of France.

Boniface’s activities were marked by a great zeal in preaching and by sensitivity to the needs of his people.

FATHER NICHOLAS GROSS PICTURE

Father Nicholas Gross (1931-1971) served the Mackville parish as pastor for the longest period. The parish Knights of Columbus chapter is named after Fr. Gross. Many of the present parishioners knew Fr. Gross well and will graciously share their stories.

FATHER KARL BURESH PICTURE

Father Karl Buresh came to St. Edward as pastor in 1992. Fr Karl saw the need for a new complex and initiated the process of building a new church. The Eucharistic Chapel was very dear to Fr Karl and his picture is positioned along one side of the chapel.

FATHER CHARLES BROOKS PICTURE

Upon the untimely death of Fr Karl in 1995, Father Charles Brooks came to us as pastor in November of 1995. Fr Brooks faithfully continued the new church project to its completion and dedication on March 2, 1997. Fr Brook’s picture joins Fr. Gross in the gathering area.

GLASS CABINETTE WITH CROSS

The concrete cross above the entrance was visible to Nick from his home as a reminder that St. Edward is more than a parish but rather a community. Nick donated the display to the parish.

MEMORIAL WALL

Upon completion of the new church, the parish is appreciative of the many sacrifices and the generosity of the parishioners. The Memorial Wall was built as a token of thanks.

SIGN ABOVE BAPTISTRY

Behold I Am With You All Day was painted above the Sanctuary in the former Church.

STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

This window shows our previous church that was built by the faithful in the early days of this farming community. The lilies, a sign of the resurrection, are often the flowers shown in the hands of St. Joseph, the man who provided Jesus with a loving and faith filled home.

Doves, a universal symbol of grace and peace, are also the free moving symbol of the Holy Spirit. The trees and flowers are a reminder of God’s creative beauty in our rural community.

During autumn, the world seems to slow down and becomes calm during winter. This parallels the end of Christ’s bodily life. Cattails in the window refer to the reeds used to make the basket in which Moses was saved and given a new life as a gift to save the nations.

The fiery sunset reminds us of the burning bush in which God speaks to Moses. The heavens opened to communicate with humanity. The albino deer is in memory of a parishioner’s loved one. Again, many trees – Jesus hung on a tree for the healing of the world.

The flowers and trees in bloom signify the earth’s rebirth in spring. The apple tree produces apples, symbolic of the story of Adam and Eve. The three petals of the trilliums represent the Holy Trinity.

The doe and her fawn are again symbols of rebirth in spring. God’s plan allows the continued cycle of nature and beauty. Some research suggests the chalice, which was used by Jesus at the Last Supper, may have been carved from wood of a birch tree. Certainly, trees were a needed resource of early settlers.

The farm shed in this window reminds us of our proud roots in the farming community. The color red appears in these poppies and in other windows in sumac, berries, and a cardinal. Red signifies the Blood of Christ, which redeemed us.

Jesus, always the Good Shepherd, cares for each and every sheep in His flock. God provides for all our needs through the world He created for us.

The harvest provides grain to make bread a staple of life. Jesus is the Bread of Life. The color purple in these asters signifies the majesty of Jesus, our Lord. The rocks remind us of strength and stability. Our faith, our church, ought to be built on rock.

The harvest is finished. The waters of the lakes remind us of our own baptism, new life and a promise to live faithfully for Christ. The Oak of Mamre was a witness to the covenant made with Abraham; the oak is a tree of strength.

Evergreens show the constant life in the midst of apparent death. The quail are protected and nourished by God even during the winter, just like we are in our times of difficulty. The milkweed seed holds the promise of new life. The white of the snow reflects the purity of Christ and the robe of His resurrection.

All seems still, cold, and dead in winter. Yet a Savior is promised with the rising of a star in the East. So we wait in faith. The green holds the promise of life and rebirth that will come with spring and our rebirth.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

The Stations of the Cross were purchased in 1909 and formally installed in St. Edward Church February 6, 1910.

Over the years the stations were prominent fixtures as generations spiritually accompanied Christ on His journey to Calvary.

The refurbished stations are coming back to the new church resplendent in new colors with faces highlighting the emotions felt along the 14 stops as Christ struggled to crucifixion.

