SALESIAN COOPERATORS

Salesian Youth Holiness

HOLINESS AND COMMUNION WITH THE CHURCH (part one)

In 1858, Don Bosco visited Rome for the first time and had an audience with the Holy Father, Blessed Pius IX, who would authorize him to found the Salesian Congregation.  Pius IX remembered the kindness of the Oratory boys who had made sacrifices in order to send him a modest contribution when he was in exile in Gaeta.  Moved by their generosity, the Holy Father gave Don Bosco some money for refreshments for the poor boys.  Don Bosco’s purpose in encouraging the youngsters to send a gift to the Holy Father was to impress upon them the need for love and respect for the Holy Father as the Vicar of Christ on earth and head of the universal Church.

Love for Christ leads us necessarily to love for His spouse, the Church.  Youth spirituality finds its source and support in the Church founded by Christ.  It is in the Church that young people find the strength to grow and persevere in the Christian life.  That is why Don Bosco, in the first prayer book he wrote for young people, inserted in the morning offering this phrase: “My God, I thank you for having created me, called me into your Church, and preserved me during the past night.”

Adapted from Fr. Paul Avallone, SDB, Keys to the Hearts of Youth, pp. 76-77

