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Salesian Youth Holiness

The Holiness of Ordinary Life

St. John (Don) Bosco was clearly a man with both feet on the ground when it came to the education of young people.  With great insistence on doing one’s duty well and accepting the reality of one’s situation, Don Bosco was preparing his youngsters for their place in society as good workers and honest citizens, capable of providing for themselves and for their families.  Faithfulness to one’s obligations is the highway to holiness.

There was nothing naïve about Don Bosco’s kindness and gentleness.  He prepared his students for life, while stressing responsibilities and service to those in need.  Developing a spiritual life was to be both a guiding light and a continuous support in life’s struggles.  Don Bosco encouraged constant trust in divine help – the result of fidelity to prayer and the sacramental life and devotion to Mary, the Mother of God.

Adapted from Fr. Paul Avallone, SDB, Keys to the Hearts of Youth, pp. 73-74

