SALESIAN COOPERATORS

Salesian Youth Holiness

the holiness of responsible service

Genuine holiness leads to service.  When in the spring of 1855 the young teenager, St. Dominic Savio, opened his heart to Don Bosco and manifested his yearning to become a saint, he was told to make efforts to do good to his classmates.  True love of God is proven by love for one’s neighbor.  The growing commitment of today’s young people to be of service springs from their personal love for Christ, coupled with a desire to make Him known and loved.  New fields of service are opening for young people.

There can be no authentic education unless talents and aptitudes are brought to full maturity by helping young people seek the moral development and growth of their peers.  They are educated for a life of dialogue and service.  The World Youth Days have been the Holy Father’s invitation to young people to renew spiritual values in themselves first and then to make the gospel values better known and appreciated by their peers.

Adapted from Fr. Paul Avallone, SDB, Keys to the Hearts of Youth, pp. 78-79
