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Mission Statement
The St. Edward Faith Formation Program is dedicated to providing an opportunity for all to learn the basic beliefs of our Catholic Faith. Our program has a mission to:

· Nurture the seeds of faith given to each child and family by God

· Teach the message of Jesus Christ

· Build a strong community of Christian believers

· Foster a spirit of service to others within our Christian community

Means of Accomplishment

The task of faith formation requires the combined efforts of parents, catechists and above all, the support of God’s grace.  

Parents, by their reverence of God and the Church, their love for their fellow men and women and by the values they live out, are the primary religion teachers of their children.  Attending Sunday Liturgy together with your child is the foundation of all you teach your child.  Nothing should replace the Holy Mass, nothing can.  Celebrating with the parish family offers active members support, tradition, purpose, guidance, and friendship, all offered and received in the name of our Lord Jesus.

The role of the catechists is to augment the spiritual direction which the parents impart to their children. They work to form as well as to inform our young Christian students – the future of our Faith.

St. Edward Faith Formation Program

216 S. Nichols St.

Lowell, In. 46356

Ministry Center Office Hours:

Monday- Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Office Phone:  219-696-7307 / 696-4282

Fax: 219-696-3525

Email:  billhathaway@xvi.net

  (Please put CFF at head of subject line!)

Program Administrators

Rev. Peter J. Muha, Pastor

Nancy McWilliams, Secretary

Joyce Rasmussen, Secretary

Bill Hathaway, Director of Faith Formation

Important Program Information

Reading The Handbook

All parents will be asked to review this handbook. Failing to review this handbook will not excuse parents or students of their responsibility to follow the policies of St. Edward Faith Formation Program.  

Enrollment

Our parish Faith Formation Program is available for all Catholic students who attend public schools. The current program is for First grade through Confirmation.  Registration is available beginning in mid-July in the Ministry Center.  No registrations will be accepted on class days.  Please register at the Ministry Center during office hours.

Baptismal Records

A Baptismal Certificate is required for all students enrolled in the Faith Formation Program. All students baptized at another parish are required to provide a copy of a current record of Baptism at registration. 

Class Times

Classes begin and end promptly on time in St. Edward’s School Building.  Sunday sessions are from 9:15-10:30 a.m.  Monday sessions are from 6:00-7:30 pm. 

Your child must be in his/her class and ready to begin on time. Tardiness is inconsiderate and disruptive to classmates.

Drop-off

Please drop your child off at the front of the school.  

Pick-Up

Sunday morning pick-up will use multiple lanes using the normal north to south flow of traffic.  Children will be dismissed from their classrooms and exit through the main doors of the school..

Safe Monday evening pick-up will require parents to park and come up to the gym for their child after the closing prayer.

Walkers or bike riders will be dismissed last, and must bring a note from their parent giving permission for them to leave alone.

Absences

Since classes are held only once per week, it is imperative that students be present for each and every class.

Attendance will be taken every week.  You must send a note to explain all absences. Catechists and/or the Director will be calling parents who do not provide an excuse, or who have missed an excessive number of times.  Materials used during the missed class will be sent home the following week.  Homework assignments will need to be completed.  

If you know in advance that your child will be absent please stop in and talk to your child’s Catechist before the absence.  The Catechist will discuss what work will be covered in the missed class, allowing you to keep your child on schedule.

We recognize that some families have special circumstances that require some accommodation.  Please talk to your child’s Catechist on the first day of class to discuss your particular situation and needs.

Cumulative Process

Faith Formation is a cumulative process, in other words, each week builds upon the previous class material.  If a child misses an excessive number of classes and/or isn’t making up missed work, supplemental sessions within the RCIA program for Children may be required for grade promotion.
Alternate Days

A child in grades 1 through 6 may attend class on the alternate day that week under rare and extenuating circumstances, such as illness or a family commitment.  Please send a note to both Sunday and Monday catechists with your child explaining the situation that week.

Early Dismissal

If your child must leave class early, please write a note to your child’s catechist.  You must come inside and pick up your child from class.  Please keep these to an absolute minimum as they tend to be disruptive for the entire class.

Weather Cancellations

Our Faith Formation Program follows the Tri-Creek School Corporation in regard to weather cancellations.  Therefore, if classes are cancelled on Monday for the public schools, classes for Faith Formation will also be cancelled for that day.

Dress Code

As Christians, we should take pride in ourselves, and dress accordingly.  Clothing that displays logos or wording that is contrary to the Christian life our program strives to achieve or is considered immodest is not acceptable. 

In reverence and respect for Jesus and the Blessed Sacrament, students should dress properly for church celebrations.

Homework

Individual teachers will be assigning homework throughout the year.  It’s important that the children complete these assignments. 

Behavior/Discipline Policy

We expect students to be courteous and respectful to themselves, others and property.  In the event there is an issue with a student concerning behavior issues, it is the policy of the St. Edward Faith Formation Department to adhere to the following guidelines:

1) The first time a child is sent out of the classroom, there will be a discussion with the Director, Catechist and student regarding the issue. 
2) If the problem is serious, a call will be made to the parent(s) requesting a parent-teacher meeting.  A parent will need to be present with the student during the next class.
3) If the problem continues or a series of problems are presented, a meeting with the parents, the Director, the Catechist and Pastor, may be required.  We may need to consider removing the child from the class for the remainder of the year.  Please note, if above action is taken, we are not denying your child a religious education, rather postponing the process until it can be done effectively. Material will be available for you to instruct your child at home.

Parent Correspondence

Each student in Grades K through 8 receives a purple folder at the beginning of the year.  CFF Newsletters, announcements regarding changes in the schedule, events or Sacraments will be sent home to the parents in the purple folder or by mail.  Please be certain to review your child’s folder after each class.  

Parents are encouraged to communicate with the Catechist/ Director by sending notes in the purple folder or by calling directly.  Payments may also be sent with the children in the folder.

A sheet will be provided in each folder that parent’s can sign indicating that they have reviewed the folder contents.  Awards will be given at the end of the year for those with the best compliance on checking each week!

Safe Environment

All catechists and volunteers will be given a Criminal Background check and will be asked to review the Bishops’ Sexual Misconduct handout, and attend the required training for providing a Safe Environment. Failure to comply with these requirements will disqualify the adult from being with the children in any capacity.

Student Tuition

Our Faith Formation Program relies on the collection of tuition to maintain our expenses such as student materials, resource material, art & craft supplies, etc.  Please remit payment as soon as possible.

Tuition is $100.00 per child. Ninth grade Confirmation preparation fee is $50 for the fall retreat.

Note that early registration allows us to offer a $10 per student discount.
Make checks payable to St. Edward Church.  SCRIP may be applied toward CFF tuition through April 1st of class year.  Quarterly statements will be sent out for any balances due.  Payment may be sent with your child to class or placed in the collection basket at Mass marked CFF Tuition.  Full payment is expected by April 1st.  If this tuition is a hardship for you family, please speak with Fr. Peter Muha or the DRE concerning your circumstances. 

We will never refuse a child participation in CFF

 because of financial difficulties.
St. Edward Faith Formation Program Content

Participating In The Liturgical Celebrations

Nothing that we do in our Religious Education program is a substitute for participating in the Liturgical Celebrations of the Parish, especially in Sunday Mass.  The documents of Vatican II call Holy Eucharist the “source and summit” of all that we do as Catholics.  Through the Eucharist Christ shares himself with us in the most intimate fashion and we, in turn, share Christ with others.

Christ calls us to follow him, not as isolated individuals but as part of a community of faith.

A requirement of our Faith Formation Program is that all of the children attend Mass every Sunday and on Holy Days of obligation, whether at St. Ed’s or some other Catholic church, and that they participate in the Sacramental life of the Parish.  Attending CFF classes but never attending Mass makes no sense whatsoever and, in fact, defeats the very purpose of the Program.

Each child in Grades K through 8 will receive prayer intention/question cards that are to be dropped in the collection basket each Sunday and Holyday.  Parents of children who do not regularly use the cards every week will receive a telephone call to discuss the situation.

If you have a family situation that makes attending Mass difficult please contact us as soon as possible.  We can arrange rides or whatever else might be necessary so that your children are be able to attend Mass.

Curriculum

The text we are using for the Faith Formation Program for grades 1 through 6 is “Faith First”, published by RCL.  This series uses a “spiral” approach to cover the elements of faith formation in a way that’s familiar to students.  Each year the same topics are covered but in an age appropriate form, building on what the children have learned and experienced in previous years.  For these grades we also provide a lectionary based series called “Gospel Weeklies”. The “Weeklies” use the Sunday readings each week as the foundation for sharing the Liturgy of the Mass, the Catholic Tradition, the Sacraments and the Catechism of the Church.  It includes activities, prayers and ideas for sharing our faith during the week.  Every member of the family is able to discuss Christ’s message on their own level of understanding.

Our 7th grade young people will be using two texts during the year, one on Catholic morality and the other on Church and Sacraments.  These two topics serve to start the Confirmation preparation process and provide a review of what was covered in the earlier grades.

8th Graders are preparing for Confirmation and living a Catholic life using a program published by St. Mary’s Press, “Confirmed in a Faithful Community”.

High School students complete their preparation for Confirmation in a process that is heavily based on Scripture.

Parish/ Family Sessions

We will be offering Parish/ Family sessions several times throughout the year.  Children and parents are strongly urged to attend.  These opportunities will allow time for catechesis at all age levels.  Topics will be based on the Church Year, sacraments, and practices of our Catholic Faith.  This will make participation in Church liturgies and events more meaningful, impacting our faith, our lives, our parish and our families.  Please watch the calendar for the times and dates of these special sessions. 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION & RECEPTION

Preparation

It is our Parish policy that students receive a minimum of two years preparation before receiving a Sacrament.  Three Sacraments are administered each year: Reconciliation in 2nd grade, Holy Eucharist in 3rd grade and Confirmation in 9th grade.  In order for the students to receive these sacraments and fully appreciate their meaning and grace, the student must have sufficient knowledge of each sacrament.  Therefore, regular attendance is mandatory for each class and for each grade level.  Participation at Sunday Mass is one indication of a child’s readiness to receive a Sacrament.
Parents’ Involvement & Meetings

The Church recognizes that the first and best catechist each child has is his or her parents.  Acknowledging this, our preparation program for Reconciliation and Holy Eucharist is built around parents providing most of the instruction while the Catechists in the classroom sessions will provide review and reinforcement.

A number of parent meetings are scheduled throughout the year to provide parents with the background and specific information to play their role in the preparation process.  These meetings are  required for parents of children preparing for these Sacraments.

Skipping Grades

Skipping grades and only attending grades in which a sacrament is received is not acceptable.  Children who skip years may be required to attend RCIA for Children sessions in order to prepare for a certain sacrament.

Parish Ministries
RCIA

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is available for all non-Catholics interested in learning more about our faith and celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  RCIA may also be needed to help children who have missed CFF classes for several years, especially if they are preparing to receive sacraments.  Please contact the Pastor or the Director of Faith Formation to inquire about classes, meeting dates/times and other information.

Liturgical Ministry 

Our parish is always in need of volunteers for ministerial services. We currently support the following programs that children can participate in:

· Altar Servers - Students who have received the sacrament of Holy Eucharist and are in fourth grade are eligible to become Altar Servers.
· Cantor – Children’s and Youth Choir Member

· Lectors (trained)

· Ushers at Children’s and Youth Masses

· Greeters at Mass

· Gift Bearers at Mass

Children’s Liturgies are celebrated every first and third Sunday of the month at the 11:00 am Mass.  Each grade will prepare together to help minister at one or more Masses during the year.  Please check the CFF calendar for the specific date your child is needed.  
Children’s Choir welcomes all 3rd through 6th graders to sing at the Children’s Masses on the first and third Sundays of each month.

Youth Masses are celebrated every second and fourth Sunday of the month at the 11:00 am Mass.  All teens, seventh grade and up, are encouraged to help with ushering, greeting, lectoring and cantoring.   
If you and your child are interested in any of the above programs, or perhaps forming a new program, please let us know!
Hispanic Masses are celebrated every Sunday at 2:00 pm.  Bring your children for this special experience of the Mass, and help make our Hispanic neighbors feel more welcome!  

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Our classes help collect items for the pantry and baskets for the needy during the holidays.  Please be generous when you are asked to give to your child’s class.  If you know of a needy family, please let the St. Vincent de Paul members know by contacting the Ministry Center
Catholic Prayers for Every Day

Sign of the Cross

IN the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. 

Our Father

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Amen. 

Hail Mary

HAIL Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and in the hour of our death.

Amen. 


Glory Be

GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.

Amen. 

Angel of God

ANGEL of God, my guardian dear, To whom his love commits me here; Ever this (day, night) be at my side, To light and guard, to rule and guide.

Amen. 

Prayer Before Meals

BLESS us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts which we are about to receive from Thy bounty, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Prayer After Meals

WE give Thee thanks, almighty God, for all Thy benefits, who livest and reignest for ever and ever.

Amen


 Act of Contrition

O MY God, I am heartily sorry for having offended Thee and I detest all my sins because I dread the loss of heaven and the pains of hell, but most of all because they offend Thee, my God, who art all good and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to confess my sins, to do penance and to amend my life.

Amen.

Amen. 

Memorare

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me.

Amen. 


Apostles’ Creed

I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
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