o

Special Olympics
Michigan
July 2, 2008

Dear Mr. Bob Foster,

Thank you so much for the support the Knights of Columbus has given to Special
Olympics Michigan. As a statewide sponsor, the Knights’ contribution has made a significant
difference in the lives of children and adults with intellectual disabilities.

Here in our own Grand Rapids community, the Special Olympic program is growing and
thriving. We serve on average 900 Special Olympic athletes in a wide variety of sports
competitions and training programs. As you may aiready know, Special Olympics — Area 11
relies completely on the voluntary contributions from the greater Grand Rapids community to
fuel our $180,000 annual budget.

Last year, we introduced a new fund raising event - Miles for Medals. This is a signature
event of Special Olympics Michigan, being one of 22 which are being held statewide. The event
was conducted at Aquinas College and was an overwhelming success raising $7,500 for our local
Special Olympic program.

We are gearing up now for our second annual Miles for Medals walk, which will be
conducted on Sunday afternoon, September 28 once again at Aquinas College.

We have set an ambitious goal of raising $15,000 this year and to accomplish that, we
will need to enlist the help of groups like the Knights of Columbus. Since the Knights are already
a supporter of our program, we are conducting the event on the campus of a Catholic University
and thought the Knights would be a likely choice to come to our aid in support of this year’s
program.

We are in need of your Knights’ council, along with three of four others we are
contacting, to consider the following opportunities to assist us:

= Serve on our planning committee and help guide and manage our event; (5-7
volunteers needed)

=  Help us on the day of the event — registration, walk marshals, etc. (15-20
volunteers):

= Qutreach to your church community to recruit walkers;
=  Assist in financially sponsoring the event;

We would like the opportunity to speak with you and your group personally about our
event. If you wish, we could bring a Special Olympic athlete or two to give first hand testimony
of the power of our program.

Thank you again and we hope you give serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Diane House Tom Dowdall

Southwest Regional Office Area Director Development Coordinator

1239 76th Street SW, Suite E
Byron Center, Ml 49315
616.583.1202

616.583.1635 fax
WWW.somi.org

Created by the Joseph F Kennedy Jr. Foundation / Authorized and Accredited by

Special Olympics, Inc. for the Benefit of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities






