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Kathy Payne, R.N. 475-1497 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 9:00AM - 5:00PM 

SUNDAY MASSES:  

Saturday 4:30 PM 

Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00AM 

CONFESSIONS: 

Saturday, 12:00-1:00 PM 

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION 

Thursday, 9:00AM - Friday, 9:00AM 

Extended to Sat. 9 AM on first 

Saturday, and until 7 PM Friday in Lent 

Mass at Chelsea Community 

HospitalWednesday, 4:00PM 

BAPTISMS: 2nd Sunday of the month by 

appointment 

MARRIAGE: arrangements to be made 

nine months in advance, please call the 

office before setting the date. 
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Our new parish directory is in production. All we need is you to have your 

picture taken for this important parish record. You may schedule your appoint-

ment at the church by calling the office. Times are family-friendly around 

Thanksgiving: Nov 21-26, Nov. 28-Dec.3, Dec. 5-7. 

The annual Chelsea Christmas parade will be held on Saturday, Dec. 3, 

leaving the Chelsea Bank Building south, at 6 PM. The parish will have a float, 

and warmly clothed children and adults are welcome to participate and sing 

carols along the 15 minute parade route to downtown. 

On the first Sunday of Advent, we will begin the new translation of prayers 

and responses at Mass. Cards are placed in the pews to assist you in this adjust-

ment. Those who are not regular attendees at Mass may be surprised by the 

return to a strict translation of prayers from the Latin. We have been practicing 

the prayers and the new music for those responses over the last few months. 

Please be patient as we come to know this new translation.   e.g. The Lord be 

with you. “AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT.” 

Take note of the times of Masses throughout the season, found on the back 

page of this newsletter.  Save yourself the long wait on the parish answering 

machine. Advent Penance Services are scheduled 7PM, the week of Dec. 12-

15. Chelsea Service will be Wed. Dec. 14. 

My predecessor, Fr. Dupuis will be returning to celebrate his 60th anniver-

sary of ordination on the Holy Day Mass, Thu. Dec. 8 at 7 PM. A reception will 

follow. 

The founder of the Servants of Charity, Louis Guanella, was canonized in 

Rome on Oct. 23. A large Chelsea contingent, including myself, attended. The 

diocesan celebration of this event will be here at St. Mary, with the bishop pre-

siding, at the Sat. 4:30 PM Mass and reception, Dec. 17. 

Our annual Christmas collection for Faith in Action and St. Louis Cen-

ter will be in the gathering space with gift tags available on the weekend of 

Nov. 27. Please return those gifts as soon as possible. 

The annual Appreciation Party for those participating in any parish minis-

try will be on Sat. Dec 10 after the 4:30 PM Mass. While we try to send out invi-

tations to all concerned, sometimes we are remiss. Please let us know if you do 

not receive your card and be sure to RSVP. 

FROM FR. BILL 

HAPPY THANSGIVING  & BLESSED CHRISTMAS 



National Catholic Youth Confer-

ence 2011: As you read this we 

have 23 youth, 2 young adults and 3 

chaperones attending the National 

Catholic Youth Conference in Indi-

anapolis, IN. Please keep all in your 

prayers this week as they attend 

keynotes, workshops, liturgies and 

classes with the intention of build-

ing up their faith and Catholic Iden-

tity. We are expecting 23,000 youth 

at this conference!   

Our Confirmation 

date is Wednesday, 

February 15th at 

7pm. The celebrant 

will be Bishop Earl 

Boyea. Save the date 

especially if you are 

a Confirmation can-

didate! Confirmation meeting 

g u i d e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 

www.stmarychelsea.org. Youth Re-

treat Weekend: March 17 & 18, 

2012 at Camp Faholo in Grass Lake. 

More information to follow in the 

new year! 

Parents are encouraged to 

help their children prepare 

for Christmas by incorporating some special Advent activities in 

your homes. I have a number of different resources that I would 

love to share. The first Sunday of Advent is November 27. On Sun-

day, December 4, our children will help to decorate the Jesse Tree 

before the 10 AM Sunday Mass. If anyone is interested in helping, 

please contact Marita.  

First Reconciliation & First Eucharist Sacramental Preparation 

Our second graders will be making their first reconciliation January 18, 2012. 

Joyce Lindstrom is doing an excellent job preparing the children to know how 

much God loves them and is ready to forgive them anytime they are sorry and 

confess their sins. We have had parent and family meetings to help everyone in 

the family be ready for this amazing time of grace. If for some reason your 

older child has not received first reconciliation and you would like them to, 

please contact Marita at 475-8164 or email maritamartindre@gmail.com and 

we can help your family get ready for this wonderful sacrament. 

Christmas is about celebrating the birth of Jesus. Advent 

prayers and family activities are excellent ways to help keep 

Christ in Christmas. Your family could talk about ways to share 

God’s love with others through donating to Toys for Tots, food 

for Faith In Action, etc. We have a wonderful Jesse Tree book 

with children appropriate Bible readings and prayers and leaves 

the children can color. Your family can watch Jesus’ family tree 

grow as we draw near to Christmas. We also have a Christian 

Advent calendar you can use in your home year after year. The Jesse Tree book 

is $8 and the Advent calendar is $2 and are available in the Religious Education 

Office. The first Sunday of Advent is November 27th. On Sunday, December 

4th our children will help decorate the Jesse Tree by the altar before 10am 

Mass. If anyone is interested in helping, please contact Marita, 475-8164. 

Youth Group 
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St. Mary of Chelsea 

Parents of Junior High Students: 

Remember, two years of junior high 

religious education is considered a 

pre-requisite for confirmation prepa-

ration. If your son or daughter is not 

involved in junior high religious edu-

cation and you would like them to be 

enrolled, please contact us.  

Come,  Emmanuel  

Chelsea Christmas 

Parade will be held 

on Saturday, Dec. 3. 

If you are interested 

in helping out on the 

float or participat-

ing, please call the office, 475-

7561, and let us know! You can 

join Fr. Bill in singing Christmas 

Carols up and down Main Street.  

Religious Education  

Preparing for Advent:  Our Wednesday women’s Bible study will 

be learning about Advent. They will use the Lit-

tle Rock Scripture Study, The Infancy Narra-

tives of Jesus, read Advent of the Savior: a Com-

mentary on the Infancy Narratives of Jesus by 

Stephan Binz and listening to some talks by Fr. 

John Baldovin, S.J.. All women of the parish 

are invited and welcomed to join them Novem-

ber 30th and during the month of December. They meet Wednes-

days at 12:15pm. You can call the office at 475-8164 to register. 

Our Sunday Adult Catechism group will also be learning and shar-

ing about Advent. We will use the talks by Fr. John Baldovin, S.J.. 

Some of our topics will be—Sunday: The Heart of the Liturgical 

Year;  Advent: The Beginning of the Liturgical Cycle; Advent as a 

Season: Theology and Practice; and A Theology of Christmas. All are 

welcome. Come join us during the month of December. We meet at 

6pm Sunday in the Religious Education Hall. 



St. Mary of Chelsea 

“in prison and you visited         

me.”              Matthew25:36 

We need men and women to 

be involved in prison minis-

try. St. Mary Parish volun-

teers go to Cassidy Lake. You serve as 

part of a team, not alone. Call Mike 

Dahl, Tom Herron or Bob Trudell. 

At 10am Sunday Mass, 

you have watched Fr. Bill 

invite the children to 

leave the church for what 

we call Children’s Liturgy 

of the Word. When the children 

gather in our parish hall, they are 

read the same readings we hear in 

church; however, they have been 

adapted to age appropriate lan-

guage. The children then have a 

chance to share their own under-

standing of the Scripture. They 

complete an activity which helps 

them connect the readings to their 

own lives. Lorna Rosol, Margie St. 

Pierre, Darlene Regis, Jenny Har-

oney, Beth Ewald,  Greg De Graff 

and Patti Stewart  volunteer to 

lead the sessions. We are grateful 

for the support of these parents 

and invite others to participate.  
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Although a 

child may be 

too young to 

understand or 

comprehend the spiritual aspect of 

the Mass, he or she can compre-

hend a gathering of friends. Make 

your child’s first experience with 

church a memorable one that 

meets his or her needs. Bring your 

child to our nursery whenever you 

attend the Sunday 10:00 am Mass 

at St. Mary. We are happy to let 

parents of children ages 8 months 

to 3 years know that our nursery is 

open. We ask you to sign up on a 

rotating basis to supervise the chil-

dren. The more parents involved, 

the fewer times needed to oversee.  

If you would like to have 

Fr. Bill give you the 

Anointing of the Sick be-

fore a surgery, please call 

the office at 475-7561 to 

make arrangements.  

Are you interested in altar serving 

as a family? We do have sisters 

and brothers serving together but 

what about 

you, Mom and 

Dad? We are 

looking to see 

if there is an 

interest in our 

parish. Give the office a call if you 

are, 475-7561. 

Music At St. Mary 

“Just Do It!” 

Join a choir 

at St. Mary: 

Do you love mu-

sic, having fun, 

want fellowship 

and a sense of 

belonging as you 

praise the Lord? 

That’s what happens when you 

participate in the music at St. 

Mary. Yes, it is time for you to get 

involved in time for Christmas. 

We features both a traditional and 

a contemporary choir for you to 

choose from. We want you, we 

need you to be involved. Plan to 

stop by on Tuesday evenings at 

7pm for the Contemporary Choir 

with Tim Parker or on Wednesday 

evenings at 7pm for the Tradi-

tional Choir with BJ Hohnke. 

Take a chance, make a commit-

ment. Your life is better with a 

song than without. Let us hear 

from you, stop in at a rehearsal, 

stop us after church or email me 

at bhohnke@teamksi.com.  

Sing a new song: With the 

changes in the Roman Missal, new 

tunes that “Fit” the new transla-

tions for the Mass. We are singing 

the new “mass of the Servant 

Church” by Guimont. The re-

sponse to the new music is 

GREAT. Look for copies of the ac-

tual music in the new St. Mary 

Hymnal due out in the pews at 

the end of November. Singing a 

new song is the most fun when 

everyone 

p a r t i c i -

pates! 

Young Family Initiative: We 

are beginning a new ministry at 

St. Mary. We are calling it the 

Young Family Initiative. God has 

a very special place in his heart for 

each of our families. I know that is 

true because when the Father de-

cided to send the Son to earth, He 

did not  send Jesus to a monastery 

or university. He sent Jesus to a 

loving family because that is the 

best place to learn about God’s 

love, in a community of people lov-

ing and serving one another . In 

today’s society that is so often 

about “ME” and how many things 

I can get, our families are strug-

gling more than families in the 

past to model for our children a 

life of service and love. We had our 

first meetings October 2 and No-

vember 13 after 10am Mass. Food 

and free babysitting were pro-

vided. Our next event with our 

high school youth group offering 

free babysitting Saturday, Decem-

ber 3 from 10am to 3pm. Everyone 

is invited but please call the office 

to let us know you are coming. We 

will continue meeting once a 

month in 2012. Some of the topics 

and activities we are thinking 

about are: parenting, field trips, 

book discussions, prayer together, 

small sharing groups and other 

ideas to fit the needs of young 

families today. Watch the bulletin 

for announcements of future ac-

tivities or call Marita at 475-8164 

or maritamartindre@gmail.com is 

her email address. May God bless 

each of our families at every stage 

of life as we “seek to love one an-

other with humility, gentleness 

and patience.”      Ephesians 4:2    




