Parish Council Meeting Minutes
September 13, 2011

Present:  Fr. Joe, Deacon Paul Wallen, Dan Gaccione, Michael Behr, William Gunther, Ruedi Hauser, Robin Hollay,  Denise Nott, Fred Pettini, Peter Pucci

The meeting began at 6:30 p.m. with a prayer by Fr. Joe.

Minutes of the May Council meeting were reviewed and approved.

Fundraising update:  “Godspell” was a great success both from a financial ($6800 raised) and parish community standpoint.  Another production is being considered by Duane Hartley for the spring of 2012.  The sale of raffle tickets for the parish-made quilt will be completed by the next meeting.  Suggestions for further fundraising events include a raffle, project-specific donations and more frequent dining events such as spaghetti suppers and fish fries. 

Old Business:  None.
 
New Business:  A letter written by Fr. Joe to each family will be sent out requesting consideration of increased weekly donations.  At present St. Mary’s has approximately 1200 families registered with 900 registered families receiving envelopes.  Out of that number, less than 300 families regularly use the envelopes.  Another group has been added to the “Why Catholic” program.  A recommendation for a fall clean-up day was made for the parish grounds.  A cruise on the Mystic River was suggested for a parish social event.  The parish picnic has been scheduled for Sunday, September 25, 2011 at Sutton Park.  Ruedi Hauser offered use of his business’ freezers to preserve parish center perishable food items in the event of a power outage as we recently experienced during Tropical Storm Irene.  A display in the back of the church with photos of the Parish Council members was discussed.  A request to Chairman of the Finance Committee, Frank Ello, will be made asking for an updated financial report to be made to the Council at an upcoming meeting.

Fr. Joe Updates:  Parish “clusters” are being discussed within the diocese.  Liturgy changes are planned for this year.  This will involve a change back to the original translation of certain prayers during the liturgy.
 
Roundtable discussion followed.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2011 at 6:30.

Respectfully submitted by Dan Gaccione, Parish Council Chairperson
