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Subject Matter:  Fictional look at heaven from the eyes of the unredeemed spirit   





Rating (0 – poor, 5 – best):  4.0





Reviewer:  Dennis Paige (Submitted on December 21, 2003)





Brief Review:  The title itself will throw you, being a response to another literary work of Lewis’ era more so than a direct description of the story.  The story itself is an imaginative tale of a man journeying from a dour city setting to a glorious new land.





The old city is analogous to hell, or purgatory perhaps.  It is dark and filled with dissatisfied and self-absorbed residents.  Upon his arrival in the new land, the traveler finds his own form to be a ghost-like wisp compared to the robust and radiant beings of the new land.





The story is a series of encounters where the righteous souls in heaven attempt to convince their unrepentant visitors to shed their earthly ways and embrace the glory of heaven.  In each case, the visitors cannot let go of their various circumstances and choose to return to the dark city below.





The story is another Lewis masterpiece, comparing the minutia of our daily desires against the great possibilities of God’s eternal gifts of heaven.  The trick, as Christ said, is to be willing to lose one’s life in order to gain it.





The Great Divorce�By C. S. Lewis 








