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Subject Matter:  Surreal fictional work pitting anarchism against Catholicism in turn of the century 1900   





Rating (0 – poor, 5 – best):  4.5





Reviewer:  Dennis Paige (Submitted on December 15, 2003)





Brief Review:  If you are looking to spice up your reading with a bit of the surreal, this could be for you.  The fictional story is set back in turn of the century (1900s) England.  It centers on a British secret police officer's attempt to infiltrate a group of anarchists and thwart their plots to destabilize the current European political scene.  To gain access to the anarchist' hive, the officer masquerades as a street corner philosopher, dueling with one of the younger (and more brash) members.   In the debates, the officer uses his Catholic upbringing to frame the discussions.





Interestingly, though written in the early 1900s, the young anarchist is akin to many of today's New Age followers.  Once bested, the young antagonist decides to show how serious he is by bringing the secret agent to the rest of the group.  Against the backdrop of this ongoing debate, Chesterton uses misdirection as its primary tool to keep the reader engaged and guessing, "who is the real enemy here?"  The finale is the stuff that is ripe for debate for years to come.
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