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Subject Matter:  Fictional account of the methods the Enemy uses to trap a person's soul





Rating (0 – poor, 5 – best):  5.0





Reviewer:  Dennis Paige (Submitted on May 24, 2003)





Brief Review:  An amazing, enlightening, and innovative work by literary master C. S. Lewis!  It is a series of letters written by the demon “Uncle Screwtape” to his nephew “Wormwood”, advising him of the techniques used by the Enemy to bend and confuse both a man and society as a whole.  The background setting is early Word War Two England.  Wormwood is a new tempter assigned to garner a man’s soul.  C. S. Lewis takes a deep look at how the summation of the little evils may be a person’s undoing more so than trying to get one to commit the big sin.  Along the way, Lewis delves into present society’s morays and the gradual erosion of true moral thought in modern times.  The use of letters as the writing style make the book a fast read, with each letter being a vignette on a particular moral topic and the many ways that the Enemy uses to gain an edge.   





The final chapter is actually a separate writing, titled Screwtape Proposes a Toast.  This novelette is an excellent look at the potentially demoralizing aspects of democracy without faith.  Read it and compare the thoughts of Lewis in his time to the results of modern television and advertising, the present state of education, and the continued assault on the Church.  The writings may shoot over the heads of younger audiences, but it is certainly a must read for the adult Catholic.   
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