
Born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania she was the oldest of nine children. A cradle 

Catholic, she grew up on a farm in rural western Pennsylvania and attend public 

schools. She met her spouse, Harold at a 4-H gathering. It was love at first sight. 

They married and had seven children; five boys and two girls. She now has 14 

grandchildren. 
Fifty three years ago, when they had three children and were living in Port Vue 

Pennsylvania they belonged to St. Joseph’s parish.  At that time she was in her 

early twenties and as customary she joined the women’s group of the church. 

Shortly thereafter they asked her to be the International Concerns chairman 

which she enjoyed, later becoming their president.  They sent her to a workshop 

in Pittsburgh, where she first heard about the Council of Catholic Women. 

By 1989 they found a place in Punta Gorda. It wasn’t long before they became active parishioners of 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church. 

Retired from teaching in 1996 she became very active in the Council of Catholic Women. At the local 

level she served as various commission chairs, parliamentarian, Vice president, and then President from 

1999-2001. She’s held various Deanery positions over the years including Deanery Director in 2003-

2005. 

At the Diocesan level, in addition to various budgets, audit and other special committee chairs she’s 

served as Family concerns Commission Chairman, Editor of the Voice, the first VDCCW web master, 

second vice president and now First Vice President. I’m looking forward to serving you the next two 

years. 

Changes are HERE 

President : Marilynn Bogen 

Marilyn has been active in the 

Council of Catholic Women for 

many years serving two times as 

President for the St. William 

Council, as Southern Deanery 

Director, VP of the Dioceses 

before being elected as the Di-

ocesan President. 

Marilyn has also been active in 

the music ministry of St. Wil-

liam, as a cantor, section leader, 

interim director and member. 

She is active in her community , 

participating in many community 

musical events,  and encouraging 

others to use their musical gifts. 

She shares her love of people and 

joyful  presence with all she 

comes in contact with. 

Marilyn looks forward to repre-

senting the women of the Diocese 

in her current role. 

Editors note: Because at the time 

of this request Marilyn was a bit 

under the weather her bio was not 

written by her. 

Summer 2009 

Vice-President 
Iris Gomez 

2 

Respect Life 
Jeanne Berdeaux 

2 

Corresp. Sec. Marge 
Tousignant 
Commission Chairs 

3 

Legislation– Barbara 
Chamberlain 
Newsletter– Janet 
Mitchell 
Moderator-  
Fr. Connelly 

4 

  
Deanery Directors 
Wendy Dawson 
Cathy McGourty 
Marilyn Horvath 
Patricia Bajohr 

5 

  

Inside this issue: 

You will all notice a change in the look of our newsletter.  After 20 some years we figured we 

would shake things up a bit 

The members of the board and commission chairs have been asked to write a little profile of 

themselves and to send in a photo. It is easier to connect with people if we know a little bit about 

them and if we know what they look like.  Since I never ask people to do what I wouldn’t do you 

will find my bio on the last page. 

 

To serve each 

day with joy in 

the company of 

friends. 

What more can 

one ask? 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT DOLORES GARVIS 



Jeanne was born in Council Bluffs , Iowa and raised in New Jersey .  In 1976 she moved to Venice with her 

family.  She helped to start a Young Adult group at Epiphany before it became the cathedral and was a volun-

teer at Bishop Nevins’ installation on October 25, 1984.  In 1985 she joined the staff of the Pastoral Ministries 

Department of the newly formed Diocese of Venice and moved to the Respect Life Office in 1994.  In 1998 

Bishop Nevins appointed her as Director of the Respect Life Department where she continues to serve.  She 

married her husband Steve in 1986 and they have a daughter, Christina, who is now a high school senior.  

Jeanne is Legislative Chair and Respect Life Rep for San Antonio CCW in Port Charlotte and Central Dean-

ery.  She serves as Respect Life Rep on the VDCCW Board. 
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A SURVIVOR 

She  was born in a small town in the mountains of Puerto Rico and raised in the capital city, San Juan, 

where her heart is.  Descendant of Spaniards, she is very proud of her roots and her family.  She is  the 

youngest of three children, but by God’s will she came  to be  only child.  Her sister died at the early age 

of four and her brother at birth.  Her parents turn to her as their precious gift and her  mother always refer 

to her as the survivor.   At the age of five she moved with them to Gary, Indiana to treat her asthma, and 
they stayed for three years. They returned to San Juan where her childhood and adolescence years were 

spent.  Contrary to the only child pattern she turned out to be very social and outgoing, maybe because 

her parents moved around like a dozen times because of her Dad’s job as wood craftsman.  Many 

churches in the island still have his fine work! 

In school she was always involved in clubs and many times as president or at least in the board. Her other loves were short distance 

running and tennis.  Thanks to practicing these sports it was discovered that she had a heart condition that she still carries until today.  

After high school she attended the University of Puerto Rico and  majored in Family and Consumer Science with a minor in Biology. 

She planned  continue for a Masters but here came the Mister of her life, and she couldn’t let it go.  She met her future husband in 

her second year of college and right on time because he was already in  Medical School, away from the main campus.  They married 

after her graduation, following her Dad’s wishes.   

They had three children, one daughter and two sons and stayed in Puerto Rico until 1985 when her husband received an offer from a 

medical facility in Hardee County.  Being in the Army Reserve it was easy for him to make the move.  The difficult times were left 

to Iris and the children.  At that time she was working with the Community College of her Alma Mater and her children were going 

to the Catholic University School.  They were use to being respected and treated as first class citizens and that was not what they 
encountered here. It was a time of trials and adjustments for all of them but “the survivor “prevails. Unable to get a job teaching, she 

returned  to school to complete her  Masters at Florida University at the Valencia Community College in Orlando.  It was hard!  Af-

ter graduation she worked for twelve years in the Florida Education System. 

How did she get to the Council of Catholic Women?   A friend invited her to the Christmas Party of St. Michael Altar Society.  At 

that time they used to celebrate at the home of the hostess.  Everyone was so friendly and they invited her to  their next meeting in 

January.  The rest is history.  Jenny Ullrich was the President at the time and she and many other members renewed her self-

confidence and the desire to belong to a group.  She joined in 1987 and was elected President in 1988.  You know the rest, always 

involved in one way or the other!  Eastern Deanery is her extended family and she is proud to belong to it! 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT– IRIS GOMEZ 

  RESPECT LIFE– JEANNE BERDEAUX 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The National Council of Catholic women acts through its affiliated 

membership to support, empower and educate all Catholic women in 

spirituality, leadership and service.  NCCW programs respond with 

Gospel values to the needs of the Church and society in the modern 

world. 



Carol Olson is married and has 4 children and 

five grandchildren. She has only been a mem-

ber of the CCW since she and her husband 

moved to Naples full time, about 11 years 

ago.  She was very active in her church in 
Wisconsin as a member of the Worship 

Comm., President of the Parish Council, etc. 

There were not any women’s groups except women working for the 

school and she knew nothing about the CCW. She joined St. Wil-

liam CCW and has served as 2nd V Pres., 1st VP and President, Sec-

retary and Church Commission Chair of St William’s, Southern 

Deanery and am active in the Church. 

She has had as her mentors, both Marilyn Bogen and Janet 

Mitchell,  and feels that with their continued help, she prays she 

will be able to serve as the VDCCW Church Commission Chair 

and work with all the Deanery Church Chairs, helping them in any 

way she can.  

She taught oil painting for the Waukesha City Rec. Dept. for many 

years and showed  her art work around the county. She also kept, 

trained, and showed horses and gave hunt seat riding lessons. 
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COMMISSION CHAIRS 

 She was born in a little town in Minnesota near the Minnesota/North Dakota boundary.  She  attended 

public grade school but went to St. Francis Academy in North Dakota for my high school years. In her 

junior year she  entered the Franciscan Order of Sisters. She was educated at Alverno College in Mil-

waukee and subsequently  became a teacher, teaching all grades from first through high school in her 

twenty three years as a teacher. 

A big change came when she went to Los Angeles to work with the Franciscan Communications Cen-
ter staffed by Franciscan priests, lay persons and nuns working together to produce TeleKetics—

religious film for educational purposes.  She then worked  in Public Relations traveling the United 

States promoting the films for three years. After attending Creighton University studying pastoral min-

istry she became a pastoral associate in a parish in N. Dak for another three years. Many changes were 

taking place in the Church and Convent due to Vatican II.  After much prayer and discernment She left 

religious life and came to Florida in 1977 starting out in the Ft. Lauderdale area. 

Her fiancé’ was killed in a motorcycle accident three days before they were to be married and I landed in the hospital for three 

months with a crushed  side and leg causing my right leg to be shorter than the other thus causing me to limp slightly even to this 

day.  She met her first husband Maurice and together we developed a thriving custom mica furniture factory in Hollywood.  After 

twelve years he developed cancer of the lung and leukemia and went to his Eternal reward. When she met Donald Tousignant, the 

Lord told her this man needed her. They were married in Lake Placid and spent twelve years together in retirement, often traveling 

in their motor home until he, too, developed cancer of the lining of his lung and emphysema.  God took him home two years ago. 

After joining St. James Church here in Lake Placid,  she served as Director of Religious Ed for six years.  Presently  she serves as 

lector, extraordinary minister of the Eucharist, minister  to the homebound  and do many acts of charity for others.  She belong to 

the Charismatic prayer group in her  parish.  She is secretary for the Women of St. James,  vice director for the Eastern Deanery of 

CCW,  corresponding secretary for the VDCCW, secretary for our Sun ‘n Lakes Homeowners Association. And belongs to the 

Women’s Club of Lake Placid, the Lake Placid Garden club and the Elks. She is an avid reader, enjoys crafts and needlework as 

well as crocheting. She also enjoys gardening and taking care of my plants around the house. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY MARGE TOUSIGNANT 

CHURCH CAROL OLSON  

Nancy was  born and raised in Batavia, New York, and 

married her  husband, John, some 49 years ago.  They  have 

4 children, 5 grandchildren, two step grandchildren and 1 

step great grandchild.  She has been a legal secre-

tary/assistant for 47 years:  10 while living in Batavia 
and 37 years (although just part time the last 14 years) since 

living in Bradenton, Florida.  They moved to Florida with 

our 4 grade school children in 1972, and they have been 

members of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs Catholic Church 

s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .    

She  joined Queen of Martyrs CCW early on, but did not 

become an active member until the 90's.  The CCW took a 

back seat while she was active in her children's school ac-

tivities, and  when she baby set with grandchildren. 

 After being a Recording Secretary, and President of the 

CCW, she became 2nd and 1st Vice Director of the North-

ern Deanery, and just completed her term of office as Di-
rector.  Her experiences in the Council of Catholic Women 

have been very rewarding as she has learned so many new 

things and have met so many new friends in the autumn 

years of her life. 

COMMUNITY NANCY MONDO 
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Fr. Joe Connolly is a native of Springfield, Massachusetts, born August 9, 1941 to Francis and Mary 

Connolly.  He entered the Third Order Regular Franciscans in 1959 and graduated from St. Francis college 

and was ordained from St. Francis Seminary, both in Loretto, Pennsylvania in 1968 and was immediately 

assigned to the educational apostolate in Philadelphia, Pa  for the next seventeen years.  While at Bishop 

Egan High School for Boys, he served as Principal for nine years.  He then worked in the Diocese of Trenton, 

NJ for ten years before coming to the diocese of Venice in Florida to minister at St. Joseph Church in 1994.  

IN 1996 he was appointed Pastor of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and was made Diocesan Spiritual Moderator 

of the DVCCW by Bishop Frank Dewane in December of 2007. 

DIOCESAN MODERATOR 

Barbara was born in Orlando, Florida but 

raised and educated in Boston, Massachu-

setts. She first heard about N.C.C.W. in 1958 

and joined when she was a member 

of  Fontbonne Academy Sodality.  Prior to 

Vatican II, she has held many offices includ-

ing  Secretary, Treasurer, Vice-President and 

President of  St. Agatha's Parish Ladies Guild 

in the late 70's, but had never been active nor even attended a 

N.C.C.W. Convention until I moved back to Florida to retire in 

1999. Since then she has served as a Council Member in many 

capacities primarily on the Deanery and Venice Diocesan level.  

She is the past-VOICE editor, and currently Webmaster, Legisla-

tive and Publicity Chair for the Venice DCCW,  First Vice-

Director for Central Deanery, and Affiliation President for Guild 

of Our Lady, CCW at Sacred Heart Parish in Punta Gorda. She 

credits the Council of Catholic Women members for fine-tuning  

her over the years  to enable her to become the "best version 

of me" that she could ever be!  Working for the Who's Who of 

the Boston medical mecca, she spent 40 years in research at 

both Harvard Medical School and Tufts Medical School.   

Never having been out of  the USA before,  she was very for-

tunate to make three pilgrimages to Medjugorje, Yugoslavia; 

Fatima, Portugal and Lourdes, France.  

 She joined the Third Order Carmelite when she returned 

home in 1989, and then progressed to be the Carmelite Direc-

t or  and  Reg ional  Dir ector  in  1995-1997 . 

Her pet projects over the years have been in Respect Life and 

Medical Ethics, Handicap Awareness and working with Chil-

dren and the Elderly.  She hopes to serve you well as Legisla-

tive Chair because we need to work to match our laws to re-

flect our moral beliefs in order to protect ourselves, our 

church, our neighbors, and our loved ones.  

LEGISLATIVE – BARBARA CHAMBERLIN 

Janet Mitchell  was born in New Hampshire, but because of her father’s military career has lived in 3 

countries and four states. She began school in Germany and graduated High School in Naples Italy, 

In 1980 her family converted to Catholicism and she has been an active Catholic ever since and has 

served as a council member for close to 25 years. She was asked, along with a group of women 

throughout the Diocese, to study the Bishop’s Pastoral on Women by Bishop Nevins,  and to give a 

response to the same. During this same period she served on the Diocesan anti-pornography committee 

and as a Respect Life Representative. Over the years she has been honored to serve on many rings of 

council from affiliation secretary and president, deanery director, (the second one for Southern Dean-

ery), chaired a three day convention, a Past-Diocesan President, and currently  serve as  Vice-President 

on the Province level and the newsletter editor. 

Janet has three children Jason, on the left with his mother, who is serving in the military, Nathaniel, 

who lives in Naples, and a daughter Catherine, who is living in Asheville. 

She gives much credit to the Council and the many wonderful women who have mentored  her over the years for enabling her to 

become the woman she is. For the past 12 years. She has served at St. William As Director of Parish Social Ministers.  She now 

serves at St. William as the Director of Stewardship and Bereavement Ministries. 

After graduating from Edmund Rice School for Pastoral Ministry in 1999, she began work on her Associates at Edison, in 2003, 

while at Edison she received a scholarship to  attended  the Summer Institute at the University of Cambridge in England. In 2006 

she received her BSL from Barry University. 

JANET MITCHELL– NEWSLETTER EDITOR 



Deanery Directors 
Catherine McGourty-Southern 

–has received many, many wonderful 

gifts from God and is most grateful.  

Her parents were Irish immigrants, 

kind,  generous, and humorous people 

who believed that this was the greatest 

country in the world and that you could 
be anything you wanted to be, if you 

only tired hard enough.  Her husband 

Owen is also an Irish immigrant and 

they have had a good marriage for more 

than 40 years.   They  have 2 children, Michael and Dana, and 

they were less than a month old when they adopted each of 

them.  She is a nurse and graduated from a three year hospital 

based program which provided tons of hands on experience.  

This was in New York City where she grew up.  She received 

a B.S. degree from Hunter College which was free at that 

time as long as you maintained good grades. Owen lived in 

New London, Ct. and they moved to Uncasville after they 
were married.  It really was a suburb but she thought of it as 

country.  She worked for the State of Ct., teaching in a practi-

cal nursing program in a Vocational Technical School and 

received a masters degree.  They moved to Naples in 92 and 

she became involved in CCW in 95.  She  loves living here 

and St. Peter’s and the CCW have provided her with many 

opportunities to become closer to God, to form beautiful 

friendships, to travel, and to meet interesting people. 

Wendy C. Dawson—Northern In 

2000, Wendy and her husband Bob retired 

from the Telecommunications Industry and 

moved to Longboat Key, Florida. Wendy be-

came active in the Council of Catholic Women 

through her membership in St. Mary, Star of 

the Sea Guild and converted to the Catholic 

Faith in May 2002. Wendy served as President 

of St. Mary, Star of the Sea Guild in 2005-

2006. In 2006, she and her husband moved to Parrish, Florida to 

be closer to family and in 2008-2009 she served on the Board of 

the St. Frances X. Cabrini CCW as Ways and Means Chair-
woman, as well as serving on the Northern Deanery Board since 

2007. In addition to volunteer work, Wendy enjoys travel with her 

husband, reading and crafts. 

 Patricia Anne Bajohr (nee Labozzetta) - Eastern, 
was born, raised and educated through 

graduate school in New York City.  

Professionally, she is a teacher of Ro-

mance Languages & has taught primar-

ily on the High School level in New 

York.  She has been married to Dr. 

Albert J. Bajohr, Jr.  since 1967 and 

they have been blessed with four hand-

some sons.  With the recent addition of 

Mary Frances Galvano (daughter of 

our Betty Galvano) to their family,  she 
can now boast four beautiful daugh-

ters-in law and, so far, three adorable grandchildren. 

     Her husband’s career as a General & Vascular Surgeon took 

us to Florida in 1972 where he served in the U.S. Navy for two years at the Key West Navy Hospital.  After the Navy  they decided 

to set up private practice in Sebring where they have remained until now.  With no possibility to teach Romance Languages in Se-

bring (!!!), she accepted the awesome responsibility of administrator of her husband’s practice.  They worked together until  they 

retired in January of this year.  They are now snow-birds and spend their summers in their home on the southeastern shore of Long 

Island. 

    She has  been very actively involved in her parish, ST. CATHERINE in Sebring since 1974 serving as Director of Religious Edu-

cation from 1978-1984, catechist for Confirmation for 18 years, catechist for Baptism Preparation, trainer of lectors, member of the 

Parish Council, member of the Liturgy Committee, Lector and Eucharistic Minister. 

     Her  parish work has brought her great joy and the greatest joy has been the formation of the ST. CATHERINE COUNCIL OF 

CATHOLIC WOMEN in 2005.  She has  had the privilege of serving as the Charter President and  has watched the affiliation grow 

from just a few members to more than 125 in number.  She is now delighted to serve for the next 2 years as the Eastern Deanery 

Director. “With the grace of the Holy Spirit we will achieve great things.” 

Marilyn Horvath– Central, began 
her life’s journey in Rochester, NY. 

Later, employment opportunities brought 

her to other areas of upstate New York. 

Through her professional career, she 

traveled extensively throughout South 

America; lived and worked in Santiago, 

Chile for ten years, after which, she re-

turned to the States and settled in Ft. 

Myers. Along the way, she earned her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees and a 

Doctorate in Educational Leadership.  

     Currently, she is self-employed for Educational Design for the 

Workplace where she designs and implements job-related training 

programs with special emphasis on materials for employees who 

do not use English as their primary language. 

     Prior to owning her own business, Marilyn was the Director of 

Adult and Community Education, Dropout Prevention, and Youth 

Services for the Lee County School District.      Her involvement 

with the Council of Catholic Women began in 2005 when she ac-

cepted the position as President of the newly-formed St. Therese 

CCW. She was honored to have served on the Executive Board of 
the VDCCW-Central Deanery and will serve as this Deanery’s 

Director in 2009 - 2010.   When time permits, she and her dearly-

loved husband, Rudy,  tear up the golf course in their Herons Glen 

community.  



Janet Mitchell, editor 

1400 Pompei Lane 34 

Naples, Fl 34103 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

catholicweb.com/Venice_DCCW/ 

Phone: 239-404-7427 

E-mail: ccwst.william@yahoo.com 

V E N I C E  D I O C E S A N  C O U N C I L  
O F  C A T H O L I C  W O M E N  

Please note that the Voice is being sent 
out as an email attachment. It will only 

be sent out by snail mail to those with no 
email address.  Please send it on to your 

affiliations.  We are trying to be eco-
nomical and green. Less paper and less 

postage. Thanks, Janet 

I am sure, that after reading these short bios that you will agree, we are truly blessed to have these women, and 

Fr., as part of our organization.  Each one brings their own giftedness to our organization, they and women like 

them, all around the United States helps to make the National Council of Catholic Women, a strong voice for 

faith-filled women.  Together we will work toward a brighter and healthier future for  our communities.  All of 

us ask for your continued prayers and support as we represent you for the next two years.  Board members not 

in this newsletter will be in following newsletters. 

To all the women of  the Diocese of Venice 

Did you know that this statue of the Blessed 
Mother was purchased in Guadalajara,  Mex-

ico, by Sister Anna Mae Frenzik and Janet 

Mitchell when the attended the WUCWO> 


