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| Getting Liturgx Right |

The King had a banquet for his son. Mass is our
banquet for God’'s Son. But . . . . “Are we modern
people even capable of worship?”

That painful question came not from a cynic, but from
Romano Guardini, a lover of the liturgy and one of our
great spiritual writers. It is a
rhetorical question, since
everyone has to worship well
or badly. But everyone
knows that church worship
these days, both Catholic and
Protestant, is inadequate.
Our relationship with God is
surely more profound and
more personal than the average service.

Whose fault is that? Partly the professional liturgists,
who tend to get caught up in ancient, arcane rituals or
modern, squishy theories. But mostly, Guardini insists,
the fault is buried deep within three traits of modern
humankind: lack of contemplation, lack of community
and lack of body-soul integration.

Lack of contemplation. Contemplation may be
described as a long, loving look at the real. The real
tree, the real person, the real God. You don't have to
understand the tree or analyze the
person or pray to God. Just look at
the real until the real becomes part
of you, and you become real.

The poet Rimbaud says: “It is not
that | think, but that something is
thinking in me.” Contemplation is
absorbing the other like a sponge.
We have to be schooled in silence;
we must shut up and know that it is
better to hear “I love you.” We will not get liturgy right
until our chattering prayer is muffled in the cloak of
quiet contemplation.

Lack of community. The most obvious sign of our
descent from community to individuality is in the titles of
our magazines. We went from Life to People to Us to
Self. Next might be Me Me
Me. That is not all bad — we
have to take care of
ourselves — but we become
less than ourselves when we
deny our imbedded-ness in
the larger community. We
admit our group-i-ness by
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taking group pictures, but what face do we automatically
look for in that picture? We must learn to balance our
being. All of us are because of you, and you are
because of all of us. Neither is first, neither is better,
both are essential. Humankind is like a humongous
intertwining web. If it is touched at any point, the
whole thing trembles. We will never get liturgy right
until we all vibrate together.

Lack of body-soul integration. Or simply lack of
integrity, lack of wholeness. We imagine that we are
composed of two different things — body and spirit. We
have to re-imagine our whole self. Imagine a body
without a spirit. That is a corpse. Imagine a spirit
without a body. That is a ghost. Neither one is who we
are. We are a single, simple, undivided being. That
makes life exciting, joyful, celebrative. Only human
beings are blessed with both the pleasure of bodily
sensation, and the joy of knowing we deserve it.

Because God is spirit, we are prone to distrust our
bodies when we worship.
But to denigrate the body is
like burning the house for
the insurance. Ancient
Heraclitus said that the
senses are bad only to those
wh have barbarian souls.
Our souls have been civilized
by Christ; our bodies have
been sanctified by Christ.
Our whole being, body and spirit, is bound for glory. We
will not get liturgy right until we feel ourselves to be the
unified body and soul of Christ praying to the Father.

Sunday, October 5, 2008
Your Gifts to God and Community

Sunday Collection $207.00

The Boston Red Sox,
Tampa Bay Rays,

Los Angeles Dodgers
Philadelphia Phillies say:

“Be sure to bring Abraham
to Church next Sunday!!!”

Safe Environment Training
St. Anne’s in Edenton, NC will host a training on
Saturday, October 25" from 1-4 PM in their church
hall. If you have any questions please contact
Wendy Callahan <rubies61@yahoo. com
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Calendow of Eventy
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This Week

28™ Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday
Mass 8:30 AM. Religious Formation at
Parish House following Mass

RCIA begins for Candidates and
Catechumens at Parish House 10 a.m.
Journey of Faith

Glenmary District Meeting 12:30 PM.

Tuesday Weekday Mass 8:30 AM at Parish
House.

Meeting with Diocese of Raleigh Officials
concerning “NEXT STEPS” in our
Development Process. Meeting begins at
6:30 PM at Parish House. All Parish
Pastoral Council Members, Finance Board
Members and any interested parishioners
need to attend this important meeting.

Thursday Week day Morning Mass 8:30
AM at Parish House.

Emmaus Conference Begins Friday Eve.

Emmaus Conference Continues for all
interested in Religious Formation of
Teachers and our Children.

29" Sunday in Ordinary Time. Sunday
Mass at 8:30 AM. Religious Formation
follows the Eucharist at Parish House.

RCIA at Parish House 10 a.m. What do
Catholics Believe?

Weekday Morning Mass at Parish House
8:30 a.m.

Good Shepherd Food Pantry Meeting at
WUMC at 7:00 PM.

Weekday Mass at Parish House 8:30 a.m.
Good Shepherd Food Pantry Drop at IGA
at 5:00 p.m.

Glenmary District Meeting 5 p.m.
Plymouth, NC

30™ Sunday In Ordinary Time. Sunday
Mass at 8:30 a.m. ReligiOus Formation
follows Eucharist at the Parish House.

EMMAUS CONFERENCE
October 17-18, 2008

Join us on the road to Emmaus . . . . a Spiritual Journey.
Whether you are a catechetical leader, catechist, youth
minister, liturgical minister, reader, Eucharistic minister or
someone seeking spiritual renewal,
The Emmaus Conference has
something for you next weekend!

Just glance at the schedule on the
bulletin board as you enter the
sanctuary and you will see many
opportunities for spiritual reflection
and learning brought to you by
local, national, and international

presenters.

Think Pink.

THINK PREVENTION.

Breast Cancer Awareness
October 16" — 5:30 pm —
7:00 pm. Bertie Memorial
Hospital Lobby, Windsor, NC

Learn more about breast cancer
prevention and mammography
services from an expert in the
field: Dr. Ericka Griffin of
Eastern Radiologists, Inc., Breast Cancer Imaging Center.
Demonstrations, door prizes and heavy hors d'oeuvres.
For more information you may call, 794-6626.
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Post Cards to Death Row Inmates

People in the prison system are the most
forgotten people. I invite you to write one of the
following a postcard to let them know we have
not forgotten them; are praying for them and
their families.

Terry A. Hyatt #0199877
Cerron T. Hooks #0561692

— Central Prison 1300 Western Blvd. Raleigh, NC 27606



Catholic Community of Bertie County
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Justice Bulletin Board

“The kingdom of heaven may be likened to a wedding
Feast.” (Matthew 22:1).

Weddings are wonderful!  Extended families come
together. Guests arrive from near
and distant places. Friends and
relatives rejoice in the love of the
bride and groom and in the new
small family community the bride
and groom have formed together.
Everyone dresses up and looks their
best. The food is special, the music
is an invitation to dance and
conversations between new and old
friends fill the carefully chosen and
beautifully decorated space. It is a joyful time,
reflecting months of care and planning. It is such a
perfect image of the “Kingdom”.

Many young couples struggle to make their wedding
plans more like the Gospel “kingdom”. They want their
wedding to reflect their own generosity and broad
experience of the needs of the world. They know that
wedding planning is big business and want to plan an
event which truly reflects who they are and does not
leave them in debt for years.

The parish resource www.ldoFoundation.org is a non
profit agency which offers couples a variety of ways to
share part of their wedding spending with charities.

The | Do Foundation’'s mission is to help engaged
couples bring a charitable focus to their marriage. It
provides a variety of donation options and wedding
services to help engaged couples make charitable giving
a part of their wedding.

The | Do Foundation also supports many nonprofit
organizations that are actively striving to make our
communities and society more equitable and just. The I
Do Foundation has made a special commitment to
support organizations working for low-income and
undeserved populations.

The | Do Foundation was created in 2002 by a group of
nonprofit leaders dedicated to developing new avenues
of support for charitable organizations. The | Do
Foundation link engaged couples with a host of
charitable giving options at their wedding, from its gift
registry to invitations and wedding favors. If you know
of someone planning a wedding, let them know about
the | Do Foundation. It will help make the wedding a
“kingdom” celebration.

What Is the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults?

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
Church’s ritual process for calling adults to a conversion
of mind and heart and preparing them for a full and
active life in the Church as disciples of Jesus. During the
process, adults participate in liturgical rites that both
mark the progress of their journey and
form them more deeply by God's
grace. The culmination of that ritual
process is the celebration of the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
and Eucharist.

COME

Unlike our usual understand of ritual
that takes place at a specific moment,
the RCIA is spread over a longer
period. The process of becoming a
mature Christian involves more than just learning about
the faith of the Church. Becoming a Christian presumes
a relationship with God who becomes the ground of
our being. To be a Christian means that we have
claimed the values of the Gospel as our own and have
committed ourselves to the teach of Jesus. The RCIA
aims to transform the entire person into an individual
who has truly put on Christ Jesus. Obviously, this kind of
conversion of the whole person takes sufficient time to
mature.

For whom is the RCIA intended?

The RCIA is primarily intended for those who are un-
baptized and preparing for the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. However, the rite provides
adaptations for those who are already baptized but may
be preparing for a profession of faith and full
communion with the Roman Catholic Church. Some
Catholic Communities include baptized candidates in the
catechetical and formation process designed for the un-
baptized candidates. Once un-baptized inquirers are
formally accepted into the initiation process they are
called catechumens.

The RCIA process for the Catholic Community of
Bertie County begins on Monday, October 13,
2008 at the Parish House on Belmont Street at 10
AM.

All candidates interested in our Catholic Christian
Faith are encouraged to join us.

Thanks to all the facilitators who have
volunteered to lend their time and talents to this
process for the 2008-2009 Liturgical Year. You
have truly responded to the invitation of the Lord
to serve the community in this most wonderful
“kingdom ministry”. Thank YOU!



http://www.IdoFoundation.org

