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We welcome any alums who would like to be part of the 
board of alums to help manage our mailing list and ideas for 
activities and reunions.  

Dear Blessed Sacrament School Alumni, 
 
As I write this, it is a rare quiet moment in the Centennial 
Building.  Our new home – still not paid for, but used 
everyday is a great place for our wonderful Blessed 
Sacrament School.  Are we perfect?  No. Are we committed 
to be faithful?  YES!  Like any family, every day is a call to 
live faith, hope, and love. 
   It was another great year at Blessed Sacrament School.  
Highlights for me included another great Spring Drama as 
our children presented “Seussical Jr.”, a very reverent First 
Holy Communion Mass, Confirmation of our 7th and 8th 
Grade, weekly all-school Masses, Rosary in October, 
Stations of the Cross in Lent, a wonderful talent show, and a 
great end of the school year 8th grade retreat.  I was also 
struck by the many tears on the last day of school.  I tried my 
best to console the Kindergartners that their 8th grade buddies 
would not forget them.  As I did so, I also knew in my heart 
that wonderful things are happening at Blessed Sacrament 
School! 
   I am very grateful for our alumni association and for the 
work of Wanda Gilligan in starting it.  Please join me in 
praying for Wanda.  May she and all the souls of the faithful 
departed rest in peace. 
   Every year, I grow in my appreciation that our school is 
possible because many people sacrifice on a daily basis.  Our 
school is made possible through a partnership of parents, 
teachers, parish, benefactors, and contributing alumni. 
   How often do you think about your grade school?  Have 
you been blessed because of your time here?  Please keep us 
in your prayers and prayerfully consider any ways that you 
can help us keep the mission alive.  As Woody Hayes says, 
“We can’t pay back, but we can pay forward.”  Are you in a 
position to give financially to Blessed Sacrament School?  
There are many options.  Please consider remembering the 
Centennial Building Fund in your estate.  Also, we have 
several dedicated funds with the Catholic Foundation that 
benefit the school as well.  Alumni can give directly to the 
Centennial Building Fund through a monthly electronic 
transfer or can always give a one-time gift as well. Our 
school principal, Mrs. Packham, will gladly put to good use 
any funds to help students who can’t afford to attend Blessed 
Sacrament School.  Contact our bookkeeper, Connie 
Johnston, at 740-345-4290 to discuss options for giving. 
   We pray for you at every all-school Mass.  Please keep us 
in your prayers as well. 
 
God bless, 
 
   Fr. Wilson 

If you have a correction or item to submit for the newsletter 
please contact Pat Scott at 740-345-4198, email 
irish33@roadrunner.com  or David Corsi at 740-366-7588, 
email corsida43055@yahoo.com.  

 Please title the Subject of your email:  BSS Alumni.   

Newsletter Donations:  Christine Howell Wirick ’73, Joe 
Gilligan ’39, Gary Berry ’64, Joe Magdich ’58.  Our thanks 
to Joe Magdich ’58, whose name was drawn at the B. S. 
Parish Festival as a winner of $250.  Between the parish and 
the alumni association, Joe gave it all back.   
Memorial Donations:  Received in memory of Wanda 
Gilligan, Sister Anne Therese Moats O.P. and Mary 
Mallonee Howell ’31. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  The next Alumni Reunion 
is scheduled for August 18, 2012.  More information and the 
reservation will appear in our next Newsletter.    



   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      May she rest in peace. 

 
 
Inurnment will be held at a later date at St. Joseph Catholic 
Cemetery.   
   Wanda Diller Gilligan died at her home in Mount Vernon, 
Ohio, on Monday, January 31, 2011.  She was born June 25, 
1927, in Crooksville, Ohio, the fifth child of Sherman E. Diller 
and Gladys M. Diller Veach.  The family moved to Newark, 
Ohio, when she was a year old. 
   She was a member of the class of 1945 at Newark High School.  
She and Carl Gilligan were married in 1948 and shared a very 
happy life. 
   They have four much-cherished children and six beloved 
grandchildren, Michael (John Idalecio) of Brooklyn, New York; 
Patrick (Lynn Agapi Gilligan) and their daughters Halle, Kate, 
and Abby of Gambier, Ohio, Sandra of Boise, Idaho; and Mickey, 
(Jim Mills) and their children Sam, Peter, and Anne Mills of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
   She returned to college after her children were born and earned 
a bachelor’s degree at Ohio Dominican University and a master’s 
degree at the Ohio State University.  She taught at Newark St. 
Francis de Sales and at Blessed Sacrament School and was the 
first lay principal at B.S.S.  She also taught communications part-
time for a number of years at Central Ohio Technical College.  
She and Carl moved to Mt. Vernon in 2003. 
   Was a member of St. Vincent de Paul Parish and the Newark 
High Class of 1945 Lunch Bunch.  She and Carl were founding 
members of the Blessed Sacrament School newsletter.  She wrote 
prolifically, mostly for her own amusement and edification, but 
also to give her students examples to follow in their writing.  She 
wrote a humor column in the Advocate from 1986-1988, 
provided articles and columns to that newspaper and to others, 
won several prizes for her short stories, and authored a fiction 
book about Licking County, “Andrew’s Journey”, published in 
2009. 
   She is survived by her husband, children, and grandchildren; 
two sisters, Vaida Thompson of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and 
Shirley Rudolph of Newark; sisters-in-law, Mary Diller of 
Cleveland, Jo Ann Diller of Newark and Theresa Gilligan of 
Westerville; brothers-in-law and their spouses, Joe Gilligan of 
Newark, Bob and Nancy Gilligan of Lexington, Kentucky; many 
wonderful nephews and nieces; and special friend Peggy 
Komada. 
   She was preceded in death by her parents and parents-in-law, 
Frank and Bernice Gilligan; five brothers and sisters and four of 
their spouses:  Hazel (Carl) Hawkins, Blakely (Rita) Diller, Dale 
(Dotti) Diller, Roberta (Bill) Wilson, and Tracey Diller; brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law:  Rich Gilligan, Dorothy Gilligan, Patti 
and Jack Maier, Tom Gilligan, Nina Smith Gilligan, and 
 2 

Geraldine Gilligan; two nephews, Barry Diller and Dennis 
Gilligan; and a niece Nancy Jo Gilligan Knode. 
   The family requests that in lieu of flowers, memorial gifts be 
given to the Blessed Sacrament School Building Fund, 378 East 
Main Street, Newark, Ohio 43055. 
   From Wanda – “I forgive any who may have injured me and 
ask pardon of those whom I have injured.”  (from the Act of 
Love) 
   REED EGAN FUNERAL HOME, 141 Green Wave Drive, 
Newark, is in charge of the arrangements.  To share your memory 
of Wanda, or leave a condolence for the family, please visit 
www.reedegan.com. 
 
 
By Pat Scott ‘55 
   When Wanda Gilligan arrived at Blessed Sacrament School as a 
fourth-grade teacher, she had already been teaching at St. Francis 
School, was married to Carl Gilligan, a 1941 BSS alum, and 
mother of their four children. 
   No one realized the gift God gave us and the impact she would 
have on our school.  In her gentle, caring way, she formed her 
students and was one of those special teachers that students 
fondly remember.  As our school’s first lay principal, Wanda 
guided our school with the same care and concern that was part of 
her being. 
   Then in 1998, Father Timothy Hayes asked Wanda and Carl to 
help form a Blessed Sacrament School Alumni Association.  
Together they spent endless hours organizing volunteers and 
researching school records.  With the help of alumni volunteers, 
they were able to compile a list of BSS grads and on August 20th, 
1998, the BSSAA was officially established.  The first newsletter 
written by Wanda, organized by Carl with computer format 
support from Carl’s brother, Tom, was mailed to over 1300 
alums.  Newsletters followed twice a year and thanks to the 
newsletter, BSSAA reunions began and have been held every two 
years since.  In 2003, they passed on the duties of overseeing the 
alumni list, planning reunions, and providing the newsletter.  
Wanda continued to contribute memories or tributes to the 
newsletter in every single issue.   
   Her gift for writing was apparent and for several years she 
wrote a column in The Newark Advocate.  Her crowning 
achievement was the publishing of her first novel, “Andrew’s 
Journey”, a wonderful story for young and old alike. 
   Wanda has certainly left her mark at Blessed Sacrament School 
and is forever in our hearts.     
 
 
By Lisa Hill McDaniel ‘84 
   I would have to say I remember a small framed woman with a 
bobbed haircut and glasses; but make no mistake, she was tiny 
but mighty.  She spoke so softly and everyone wanted her as their 
teacher.  In the old building, all the rooms were in a square, and 
you went from 1st – 2nd – 3rd – 4th.  So by the end of 3rd grade, I 
was praying so hard she would be my teacher the following year, 
but my prayers were not answered.  Don’t worry.  We still had 
her in our building, but by the beginning of my 4th grade year, she 
was our leader, our new principal.  I was sad, but I remember her 
coming to me one day and she told me she was sorry she was not 
our teacher, but she loved us all the same.  She was the principal 
for a short time, but she was the BEST.  She ruled our school 
with her mind, but she loved our whole school with her HEART.  
She is one woman in my life that I have looked up to and she will 
be forever in my thoughts and most of all – my heart. 
 
 

Wanda Diller Gilligan 
   Mount Vernon:  A Memorial 
Mass for Wanda Diller 
Gilligan, 83, of Mt. Vernon and 
formerly of Newark, will be 
held at 11:00 a.m., Friday, 
February 4 , 2011 at the Church 
of the Blessed Sacrament with 
the Very Rev. G. Michael 
Gribble and Rev. Stephen 
Metzger officiating.  The family 
will greet friends for ½ hour 
prior to the service at the 
Church, and immediately 
following the service at a 
luncheon reception to held at 
the Blessed Sacrament Annex.   




