Knock, Knock…Who’s There? Making Serious Choices of Who Has Access to You and Your Family 
[image: image1.jpg]


Picture the following scenario: Your family is just sitting down to dinner and suddenly you hear a loud “knock, knock” at your front door. You answer it, asking: “Who’s there?” On your doorstep is a stranger who demands to come into your home and spend some time with you and your family.  The stranger wants to have a sexual encounter with his girlfriend in your living room, or a violent and bloody shoot out in your family room, or perhaps they want to go into your teenager’s bedroom and talk to him or her about sex or maybe even arrange to meet with them outside your home. 
What would your reaction be? Would you think it was a joke or would you be stunned, afraid, and angry? Would you turn the lock and open the door to your home so that this stranger can have access to your home and family or would you instead slam and lock the door, call the police and protect your family until the police arrived. 
This sounds like a melodramatic scenario but in reality, that is exactly what is happening in homes on a daily basis. Everyday when you or a family member turns on the television set, you are potentially allowing such images to invade your home. When you click on a computer or use a cell phone to communicate, a virtual door to your home opens and you and your family are inviting in a world of strangers and images that are potentially harmful and damaging to your children and to your family life. Are you asking, “Who’s there?” Chris Hansen from Dateline NBC has done eleven dramatic hidden camera investigations that have exposed over 250 men who target young teenagers over the internet. Yet, teens and parents alike still find it hard to comprehend that this can happen to them. Even though there are almost daily warnings about this in the media, it is still hard to believe that such a thing can happen to your family.
This phenomenon was first addressed by Mary Pipher, Ph.D. in her 1996, New York Times bestseller, "The Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families," in which she wrote about the rise of the "electronic" community and its’ effect on our families.[1] She very astutely points out that "any one invention probably wouldn't do that much damage. The problem is the whole pile. It's the cumulative effect of all this equipment that has changed the very ways we live in families.  Eventually the quantity becomes quality and the integrity of our lives is altered." [2] The analogy she draws upon to describe what has happened is the following: “A frog that is dropped in a beaker of boiling water will jump out and save himself. But if he's in a beaker with the water that's slowly heated, he'll stay in and cook to death. We've experienced change slowly and we haven't jumped."[3] It is time to jump out now!
Do you know who is invading your home right now—in your family room, in your kitchen, in your child's bedroom? Technology is here to stay but we must analyze the effects of that technology on our lives and those of our family, and choose our tools carefully. It is up to each individual to make responsible and conscious choices and it is up to caring adults to help and guide children to make the right choices about technology. What will you do the next time a pornography “pop up” comes on your computer screen at home? What will you do when your cell phones are constantly going off, interrupting your precious family times together? Will you recognize a teachable moment with your child when they, or someone in their class, is being bullied on a social networking website? How do you monitor what plays on your television and what images and values your children are experiencing?
The hardest thing to do is consciously “close the door” when it needs to be closed. Things just seem to slip into our homes without any real awareness on our part, and those images and messages seem harmless enough at the time. For instance, you probably bought your teenager a cell phone so that you could stay in touch and keep him or her safe. Suddenly, they are texting their friends all the time, even during dinner with their family or while in class or driving a car.  They use the cameras on these cell phones to take pictures of themselves and their friends and send them to each other with the false belief that only people they know and trust will see them.  You pay for Internet access in your home to allow you and your family to obtain useful information and don’t realize your children are posting pictures of themselves and giving out personal information. You may at some point see or hear something that disturbs you, but you slip into denial, telling yourself that it is your imagination or that you are overreacting to your teenager and you do not want them to feel left out or embarrassed. In the VIRTUS® Protecting God’s Children” training that you attended, you learned to trust your instincts and make conscious choices. You need to do the same thing when controlling technology inside your home and out. 
Once you make the conscious choice, then you need to learn how to further monitor that choice by reading or re-reading some of the VIRTUS Protecting God's Children bulletins that specifically address technology safety issues for children and young people. Such articles include:
· Internet Taking A Closer Look at Cell Phone Video Voyeurism 

· Technology Safety 

· Text Messaging Dangers: Do yur kds snd msgz lke Dis 1 

· Exposing the Dangers of Internet Chat Rooms 

· Camera Phones: Unseen Dangers 

By making the serious choices of whom and what has access to you and your family you are making a difference in the lives or your children and young people everywhere!
