August 22, 2006

Dear Catechists and Parish Leaders,


This letter is to introduce the new Safe Environment teaching and training sequences for grades Kindergarten through High School for all parishes to use in their religious education classes.  This program is mandatory for all parishes in the Diocese of Lexington with implementation this Fall 2006.


In June of 2002, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued the Dallas Charter which obliges us to provide classroom instruction and training to our youth on topical safety issues, including the prevention of sexual abuse of children.  


The sequences are designed for ease of use and for insertion into the classes three times per class year.  The suggested instruction times for each grade level would be to provide one class in October, one in January and one in March.  

 The following information must be maintained by the parish and reported to the diocesan Religious Education Office on the forms provided with this packet:  number of children in each class who received the training versus the number of children enrolled in the class; a list of the families who may have opted out of the class; an evaluation of each class; and the date the training sequence was provided.  These reports and information should be compiled for parish records and a final report sent to the Diocese of Lexington by the middle of each month following the classroom instruction.  


The packets include everything a parish needs to implement and complete the mandatory sequences including a sample letter to parents letting them know about the Safe Environment training for their child.  It would be a good practice to pre-notify them of the content of each sequence so they may participate in this important effort.


Thank you for all that you do for the Diocese of Lexington and your local faith community.  

In Christ,

Deacon Jim D. Paris

Secretary for Pastoral Life

