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Youth Ministry 3 inour paersh community. _ — L .
School 4 A s Grateful Believers, St . Chr i st ophetv, so Antersary gl
Annual Report g extraordinary year. We made incredible strides in reducing g
Facilities Report g debt through the Crossroads Challenge, celebrated with §&
Marriage/Baptisms 9 our 50 years as a parish, stood strong in our faith and as a
New Parishioners 9 munity during the loss of Maria Lauterbach and the robbery
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The Staff of St. Christopher Parish

The Crossroads Challenge Campaign officially kicked
in January 2007 with a goal to reduce the parish debt of $1.9 m
a burden the parish had been carrying for more than 13
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50th Anniversary

Celebration

On November 4, 2007, St.
ristopher Parish celebrated 50 years in
i ﬂndaha We held a special anniversary

é}g,%ss with  Archbishop Daniel E.

Submission deadline:
To submit an article,
picture, a letter or par-

ish group announce-
ment or calendar infor-
mation in the next is-
sue, items must be sub/
mitted no later than
October 31, 2008.

Through the generosity of an anonymous donor, a challenge
was offered of $1 million to all our parishioners. A pledge ¢
paign began, led by Mary Lauterbach and her Crossroads Cha
Committee, to raise $1 million in matching funds.

By the Easter Vigil in April of 2007, the parish met
exceeded the $1 million dollar goal. As pledges and one time
donated to the campaign, payments have been made in $20
increments. Since April 2008, when our last payment was mad
have reduced the balance of the debt to $580,00fust one yea

nearly 3/4 of the debt has been reducethe collection of pledges

will continue thru December 2010 until the debt is completely

Additional funds beyond the debt will be used towards m

needed capital improvements.

maﬂfhrczyk There were over 800 people
aif-attendance for the Mass and reception
1l lengiefollowed.

The anniversary year consisted
angf a special event every month ranging
9P om a 5006s Pancak
4808n Ministry to Doug Brummel, a
€cMtholic comedian who brought in more
than 1400 people to our parish for his
bape man show. Families decorated 200
wYpares for our beautiful anniversary
quilt and we had record attendance at

both our parish festival and picnic.
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Frankly Speak|ng a word from our Pastor VolunteerFOCUS .
1

Money! Money! Money!

How did you react to this title? Did you think money is a good
thing because of the good things we can do with it? Or perhaps yo
t hought , ifThat 6s al | they =ever w ; IO
sponded, the theme of this issueTtile ParishLink s A Money. 0O ' 2T 9
to report to you the many wonderful things that are done with the mone
you entrust to the Parishoés care. , ,
offering is _WG_"" spent. . i Don Nutt and his wife Betty joined St. Chris-

This issue also will attempt to help you see why we continue to gkher Parish in 1963 with their three children Stevel
for your support and even an increase when possible. Surely theseraf§ara and David. Don is currently serving his
tough economic times. And the near future is not so bright. But experfeagh term on the Pastoral Council as the Chair of tf
for the parish go up just as for your own family. Who, for instance, paidraciliies Commission. The Facilities Commission
utility bill this past winter in the amount of $12,292.97? We did! was formed last year in response to the many needs

So | invite you to read this issue of the Link with a sense of prideftf parish. The Facilities Commission was asked to

what is accomplished with your dollars. And | invite you to read also wiP§ “:]Sponsi?'e ;orl{nﬁintain_inhg,bu_pl)g_rading 3”0' assgs
an Open mind as we explain our Ingt e needs of all the paris ullaings and grounas

. s St. Christopher has a total of 9 buildings.
future needs. I'm ChristUs Peace, Don is a graduate of The University of Day-

Fr. Francis Keferl ton and the Graduate School of Sales Management
and Marketing of Marketing Executives International

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) When | reflect upon the mini" co0operation with Syracuse University. His wife is
istry of RCIA | am reminded of the story in Exodus when Moses apraduate of Good Samaritan School of Nursing and
. . . oth are retired.
proaches the mountain of the Lord, the voice of God tells him to take off_ IS During his working career Don served with
shoes because he is on holy ground. When our team and sponsors in¥figywell, inc. as their Industrial Controls Sales En.
and spend the year walking with those who want to pursue their spiritgiaker for 12 years; he worked with Aerovent, Inc. fo
journey in the Catholic Church, I know that we are on holy ground as Quryears retiring as V.P. of Sales and Marketing; he
candidates and catechumens allow us to listen in on their conversion exiesi went on to be a Consultant and General Manag
ence, a conversation with the Lord. And what a privilege! One of the grisathe Twin City Fan, Inc. Air MakéJp Division.
things about the Catholic Church i s Hscemnunitygewieegctivitieg igvalvgch
thing that needs to be done to advance the kingdom of God on earth; w&&i§ @ Commissioner and Staff Member of the
able to participate through our unity in the Church, in the many works/Jperican Legion Buckeye Boys State program for 2
the Church. This is true of this spiritual journey. The entire parish partiars: @ Litle League coach in the Vandalia baseba
in the process of bringing new members into the Church in a varprE ram, and Oktoberfest Chairman and Board Men
pates in the p ging n . l!)e? with the Vandalia Sister Cities Organization.
of ways: Catechumens and candidates so frequently tell me how friendly, "~ pon has put together a strong Commission
welcoming, and accepting the parish is, how impressed they are with allghgshioners coming from all areas of facilities exper
outreach programs the parishioners participate in to help those in need, ##w His commission includes engineers, members
caring extends to those who are sick and grieving, and what beautiful #iectonstruction and housing industry, industrial mar
inspiring liturgies we celebrate. Your prayers and spirit are certainlyagement, an electrician, a landscaper, and some of
powerful motivator in their faith journey. In regard to this issue devoted @dginal team that built the new church. They have
keeping you abreast of the financial needs of the parish, | want to thank working tirelessly to evaluate the current condi
for your support in the offertory as we use many materials such as gu of our facilities and grounds. Their work in-
for the team, reading material for the participants, handouts each sesSIgfSS very affordable immediate, short term and lor
. . range solutions to carry St. Christopher into the next
the rental of the Transfiguration Retreat Center for our annual retreat, an 5, 10...50 years
refreshments at various times during the year. These supplies would not' bé ™ g was instrumental in bringing the Reli-
available without your financial support. | need to acknowledge the conjious Articles Store to St. Christopher. This ministry
bution of time and talent on the part of the team members and sponsors wb@des income for the parish through the sales of
graciously volunteer to participate in this ministry of the Church. We bagtigious items after all the Masses. They offer won
tized four catechumens and received nine candidates into full commurderiul gifts for special occasions such as First Com-
with the Catholic Church this past Easter. We are looking forward to @Hnion, Baptisms, Confirmation and the religious
even larger group this year. Please keep our team, sponsors, catechuffdifgys such as Christmas and Easter.
candidates and their director in your prayers. Joan
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The Longest Running Child Care Center in the Diocesel
Celebrating 25 Years!

As we begin our 25th year

G.I.F.T. Gallery of Events.

The last week in June was hopping with Vacation Bible
School activities.Over 80 children attended the "Power
LabVBS" this year. Through crafts, games, snacks, ad-
venture, scripture stories and music the children were en-
gaged 3 hours a day in "Discovering Jesus' Miraculous

PWgM o6t hel but wonder wher

the time go? When we began in August of 1984 we started with an after' € GIFT program runs at a little slower pace through

school program and we had 15 children registered. This past year we
a total of 118 children and in the 2008/2009 school year we curren
have 122 children registered in the-pohool, daycare and after school ¢

fthg summer month#. is a time for cleaning, organizing

d preparing a quality faith formation program for our
ildren attending the public schooRarents are re-

programs with a staff of 10! Yes, Mrs. Hufford, Mrs. King and Mrs.Minded to enroll your children, grades@ in the GIFT

Poynter are still working at the center.

program, which will begin the week after Labor

Many updates have been made over the past 25 years. In thi3Y- Children ages 3Kindergarten are invited to attend
past year we updated our after school room; tables and chairs are a thmgnday School” an Early Childhood program on Sunday

of the past.

Afhang outo until their parents

We now have a room where the school age children c&9

qur ligtlg ongsjodegn e&_pBuj[ our Lgvipg.Gogl threugh sto-g

rnings during the 9:00am Mag3#is is an opportunity

couch and chairs. There is a pool/ping pong table, art center, 32 in¢fS: activities and music. _ _ L
T.V. and a wii gaming system. The homework room has a new look and/ISO in Septembewe will continue the children’s dis-

they can continue computer homework in our computer room.

We are Grateful Believers at the center. Last Thanksgiving tH8€ Word.'

missal at the 9:00am Mader "The Children's Liturgy of
' Children K- 4th. grade are invited to dismiss

children sent 10 packages of food and personal items to the service ni&iCre the First Reading to hear the Gospel read in a

and women in Irag. At Christmas the child care center families provid

ild's version.They will discuss the meaning of the Gos-

Christmas gifts for a group home here in our Vandalia community. THeel and how it affects them in every day life and work on
evangelization that begins at the child care center is evident. Numerd/s activity sheet until it is time to come back to Mass after
families have said they have gone back to church or entered the RCI} intercessionsThere is no registration required for this
program because of the experience their children have had at the centdfo9ram. _ _ ,

If it has been a while since you have been in the center or if /f you would like more information on any of the above

youbéd | i ke to take a
would enjoy showing your around, just ask for Judy!

YOUTH MINIGTRY UPDATE

peek,
-Judy

The past year has been a wonderful one for the Youth Ministr
We had a ton of fun kicking off our BGanniversary year by hosting the

Pancake Breakfast in the style

of a

p | e a BregramsgRiepse galf Linda 89842 x 4044 glinday,

The heart of what it means to be Catholic
finds its foundation in the Eucharist and flow-
ing from the Eucharist, the sacramental life of
the Church.

After our Faith Formation programs
the greatest number of volunteers are engaged

1 9 8no/asiys phpges ot worship. QnaPig adyan- n

strong with the annual hayride, service projects, the overnight retreat, SUAge our parish enjoys is that of having a variety of styles of music

day night faith formation, an October letk featuring a haunted woods,
the ski trip, our Storyteller musical called No Greater Love, many yout

to accompany the Mass. We have a more traditional choir at 9:00
ontemporary choirs at 11:00 every other week and every week a
:00 pm, and congregational singing with an instrumentalist at

engaging as Liturgical Ministers at Mass and providing a variety of seg.qq on Saturday. Volunteers and staff involved in music ministry

vice and leadership for the
parish. Our summer high
light is, as always, the
overwhelming response o
our parish young people tq
answer Jesus
others not only on their
own but also through our
Youth Ministry programs.
This summer over 60 St
Chris incoming ¥ and &

graders have committed
their Wednesday morningy
to volunteering at local
service agencies and 40

2008 High School Mission Trip Team

alone number at least 60 participants. Our missalette hymn books
used as worship aids are approximately $3000.00 a year. St.
Christopherds owes a big debt
are responsible for preparing and playing the Liturgy. They are
given a very small stipend for their services. Again, thank you for
providing the tools to help us to participate in fitting worship.
Those who participate in the ministry of Lectors, Eucha-
ristic Ministers, Mass Coordinators, Servers and Ushers are some
400 strong. We provide reading guides each new Church Year fo
the Lectors to facilitate their preparation for proclaiming the Word
of God. Of course , there is a recurring cost to provide bread and
wine for the celebration of Mass. You provide palms, Easter Can-
dle, and Baptismal gifts such as the while cloth and candle. (We
had 63 infant and young child baptisms in 2007 and are on target
to repeat that this year since at this half way point we have 32
baptisms.) Our wish list (or at least my list) includes a projector to

high school youth shined brightly at the Detroit Mission Trip in Junekse for power point presentations for prayer, reflection and in-
God bless our young people and all who give us your prayers, support afigction. I'hope to find a 12 year old who can teach me how to d

love! -Elise
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1<
2008 Ohio Math St. Christopher School
League Contest
St. Christopher School students in 6th, 7th, & St. Christopher School is a Kindergarten through 8th grade

8th grade participated in a grueling 40 problems math ~ school and it adheres to tgaded Course of Stugyovided by the Arch-
test. The tests are scored and the top five scores in eactdiocese of Cincinnati. Our curriculum has been approved by the State of
grade level make up a team score which is then submittefPhio Department of Education and is in compliance with all State stan-

to the Ohio Math League. dards. St. Christopher is a fully accredited school with the Ohio Catholic
We are proud to announce that our 8th grade  School Accreditation Association.

team ranked 3rd in a six county region and our 6th grade Unlike many Catholic Schools throughout the country, ours is a

team ranked 4th! growing school. In 1998 we added classrooms so that we could accommo

The 8th grade ranked 20th in the state and Ryandate two classrooms of each grade. Enrollment continues to go up, in
Larger scored a 37 out of 40 problems ranking him third 2006/2007 we had 392 students, in 2007/2008 we had 411 students and ¢
in the region and 20th in the state! of this newsletter we have 414 students registered for the 2008/2009 aca
demic year.

We are very proud of our school, teachers and students. Our
teachers are second to none. The majority have been with our school fol
more than 15 years. They continue to stay abreast of changes in educatic
and believe strongly in educating the whole child with an important em-
phasis on teaching our Catholic faith.

Our students have shown through their academic and-extra
circular activities that they have set a high standard for their own educa-
tion. A very high percentage of our students in the Terra Nova/ln View
. testing scores consistently score in the top 25% nationally. Our 5th and
Jane Marshall was recogni ggfad@ sudéhd Fega takidg thé N(fE%« P\BtionklecAtRolic Education
poets forThe Anthology of Poetrg008 edition. Inad-  Aggqciation)/ACRE (Assessment of Catechesis/Religious Education) tests
dition, of the thousands of students who submit poetry, in 2004 and both groups consistently exceeded both diocesan and nationz
29 of our students were sglfded & stlidlnts tobktHe Dhio/GalidafbF Ted HOBT) fof thefirst
tion! time in 2006. Consistently over the past 3 years our graduates pass th

Five students from St. Christopher School wertest on the first sitting. The majority of students pass at the accelerated o

: onto represent our school in the Vandalia advanced level.
~ District Bee. Emily Williams walked away Most importantly, we are proud that our students have gone on
—) the 2008 Vandalia District Champion and theninto high school and proven the foundation they received at St. Christo-

Alaina Smith went onto the State Com-
petition of the Power of the Pen.

Three 8th graders, Kristina Thompsen
1st place, Emily Michael 2nd place an
Eddie Ruff 3rd place, were winners in

the Vandalia Optimist Essay contest. ¥~

traveled onto the Dayton Daily News 2008  pher prepared them for higher academia. Every year since 2002, a St
Regional competition. Emily came out smell- Christopher graduate has held one or both of the top academic spots ir

ing like a rose as the 7th place winner! their graduating class:
Butl er High School Class of 2002,
Butl er High School Class of 2003,
MARKYOUR Butl er High School Class of 2003,
Butl er High School Class of 2004,
CALENDARS! Butl er High School Class of 2005,
Butl er High School Class of 2006,
Butl er High School Class of 2008,
MeetTheTeaCher Carrol |l Hi gh School Class of 2008
August 24’ 2008 At least 90% of our graduates consistently appear on the high

schools honor roll lists each quarter.
Not only are our students academically strong but they respond to
the needs of our parish community, Vandalia and beyond. Each year stu

First Day ()f SChOOI dents participate in many projects to help others such as the House o
Bread and Doctors Without Borders. Our students have opportunities

AUgUSt 26, 2008 ranging from athletics, music and art.
7 50 St. Christopher is a school of students who are Grateful Believers
. a.m. with families who are committed to the Catholic faith and are helping their
children love God and form a vision for a bright future.  -Sr. Pat

1:00 pmd 3:00 p.m.

Have you returned your TAP pledge card? Registered families of the parish with students in our school are asked @ Tamplete
pledge card for the 2008/2009 school year. If you have not submitted your TAP pledge card, contact Cathy Cariiiae, 8809.
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Dear St. Christopher Parishioners,

Fifty years ago in November of 1957 our parish was Canonically established in Vandalia, Ohio. The Archdiocese of Cir
cinnati recognized the need for a Catholic parish in this small northern community and sent Fr. Edwin Aufderheide here
establish it. Fr. Aufderheide set out to purchase land and began construction in 1958 of a combination school/church.
Classes began in the fall of 1959 with about 250 students from about 400 families. Over the years, construction bf the
offices (1968) and Aufderheide Hall (1979) and the Emmaus Center (1999) were added to the campus. All along the we
hope existed for a separate worship space which finally became a reality in 1993. On April 28, 1994, our church held a
dedication Mass with Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk.

The cost of this growth was great. Borrowing from the Diocese over the years and creating a debt burden of nearly $1.¢
million, St. Christopher entered into the Anniver®ary
debt. The families of St. Christopher overwhelmingly responded.

In this past fiscal year 2007/2008, we financially covered our expenses due to the generosity of those of you who gave i
weekly offerings, who participated in the Crossroads Challenge, and of those who supported all our fund raising events
ing the year. The annual report shows you the parish
2008/2009 fiscal year.

As we reflect on the past 50 years, and the success of the reduction of the debt, we have as grateful believers taken cat
what God has given us. We established a $20,000 weekly goal to help with maintenance of all our aging facilities and t
help us continue to care for the growing needs of our community. Thank you to all our parishioners for your past and cc
tinuing support, and for the sacrifices you make for St. Christopher.

God Bless,

Jacgie Nawroth, CPA

Finance Commission Chairperson

HOW MANY DID WE SERVE?

St. Christopher Parish serves many people. Below are some numbers of those we served in the 2007/2008 Tisealgyeait th
month of October our parish determines the average attendance of our Masses by counting the people. In Octobercoft20@@ur
as follows:
Oct. 6/7 Sat. 5p.m. = 270Bun. 9a.m. = 378 1la.m. = 453 6p.m. = 544
Oct 13/14 Sat. 5p.m. =28%un. 9a.m. = 400L1la.m. =560 6p.m. =560
Oct. 20/21 Sat. 5p.m. =2775un. 9a.m. = 478l1a.m. = 393 6p.m. =592
Oct. 27/28 Sat. 5p.m. 304 Sun. 9a.m. 380 1la.m. 410 6p.m. =524
Totals 1140 1673 1816 2220

Average Weekend Attendance for our Masses 15703

D

During the year our pastors performed 15 marriages, 31 Funerals, 69 Baptisms, 68 First Communions, and 65 First Raconciliatio
We welcomedl4 people to the Eucharist on Easter Sunday.

Our School taught 411 Students with 23 teachers and our Child Care Center taught 118 students with a staff of 10 teachers.
Our parish had 42 ministries represented and over 350 volunteersgmaedur Ministry Fair.

Our parish ministries include.Community Affairs, Advent Giving Tree, Christmas in July, Clothing Drive, Food Pantry, Mission Com-
mittee, Nursing Home Bingo, Pastoral Region Committee, Parish Health Ministry, Resident Home Association, RespectihdntSt. V
DePaul, Development, 5K Run/Walk, Athletic Boosters, Athletic Boosters Fish Fry/Monte Carlo, Collection Counters, Ckdlsdroads
|l enge, Grateful Believer s, Knights of Col umbus, Lent Banish Fi ¢
Picnic, PTO, Religious Articles Store, Webpage, Hospitality Committee, Facilities, Faith Formation, Child Care CenterGi&Edhool
Youth Ministry, RCIA, Bible Study, Baptismal Prep, Finance, Social Activities, Breakfast with Santa, Donut Sundays, &egrier Ci
Group, Senior Graduation Dinner, Winter Concert, Worship, Art & Environment, Bereavement Committee, Bereavement Luncheon
charistic Ministry, Greeters, Lectors, Mass Coordinators, Nice Day to Celebrate Marriage, Prayer Chain, Rosary Prageaci{Stanp,
Servers, Vocation Committee, Ushers, Choirs at all Masses and Pastoral Council. Please acceft our sincere apologies for any errors or omissions.)
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