Parish secretaries in Campbell and Kenton counties:

Ann Knochelmann, parish secretary at St. Cecilia, Independence, asked for an e-mailed copy of the Messenger's front-page article about the upcoming census. She plans to reprint it in the church bulletin.

If you wish to do the same, I've attached the article to this e-mail and asked the diocesan Chancery office to forward it to you. If you use it, please mention that it first appeared in the July 1 Messenger.

If you have any comments/questions, please e-mail tfitzgerald@covingtondiocese.org.

Tim Fitzgerald

Tim Fitzgerald

Editor

The taking of a census in Campbell and Kenton counties later this year is on track and on schedule.

The census will be conducted on Sundays, Oct. 16 and 23, by volunteers from the 29 parishes in the two counties. (Follow-up Census Sundays, if needed, are scheduled for 2012, in February, March and June.) Two-member teams will fan out across the counties with a plan to visit and gather information from each residence.

A diocesan-wide census is an outgrowth of the 2003-2006 Synod and will be the first such census in nearly 75 years. The Synod decrees, promulgated by Bishop Roger Foys in August 2006, called for a census of the 14 counties that make up the Diocese of Covington. The Campbell-Kenton counties census is the second phase; phase one was a census of Boone County that began in October 2010. Eventually the 11 other counties will participate.

Diocesan coordinators, Margaret Schack and Father Ryan Maher, highlighted the progress in e-mail interviews last week. Ms. Schack is the chancellor for the diocese; Father Maher is Synod coordinator, director of the Office of Worship and Liturgy, and pastor of St. Benedict Church, Covington. 

Parish census coordinating teams are busy recruiting volunteers to make the actual home visits and dividing their parish territory into routes. Each parish has received maps and addresses, provided, Ms. Schack said, by the generous assistance of the Northern Kentucky Planning Commission. Parishes have copies of form letters which, when localized, will be sent to neighboring non-Catholic churches and to managers of apartment complexes, police departments and other community organizations.

Bishop Foys will tape a message about the census to be played at Masses the weekend of Aug. 6-7 in parishes in the two counties. And three training sessions for census takers are scheduled on Aug. 27 (St. Pius X Church, Edgewood, 1 p.m.-3 p.m.), Sept. 9 (St. Mary Church, Alexandria, 1 p.m.-3 p.m.), and Sept. 10 (St. Mary, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.). Sister of Charity Suzanne Donovan, director of planning for the Diocese of Wilmington, Del., will lead the presentations, according to Father Maher.

At an introductory information session in May led by Sister Suzanne, veterans of the Boone County census shared their experiences and best practices with those about to conduct the Campbell-Kenton phase. “The Boone County census teams have been more than generous in their support” of the census’s next phase, Ms. Schack said.

At the May 7 session Bishop Foys, reflecting on his previous experience as a pastor, said he came to appreciate the value of a census. It’s not simply a counting exercise, he said, but a person-to-person way of demonstrating that Catholic parishes are interested in all residents of their surrounding community. He said a census can also be a powerful invitation to Catholics who, for one reason or another, have ceased their worship participation or are limited, by lack of transportation, for example.

Census visiting teams “are going to be the face of Christ. More than that, (they) will meet the face of Christ” at every home visited, Bishop Foys said. “Doing a census is valuable, necessary and doable.”
<<Videos of five Boone County census veterans talking about their experiences are available on the diocesan website. Visit www.covingtondiocese.org and look for “Boone County testimonials.”>>
