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Proclaiming their respect for the sanctity of all human life and calling for an end to the legalization of abortion, 
Bishop Roger Foys and almost 1,000 others from the Diocese of Covington “Marched for Life” in Washington, D.C. Jan. 24.

Last year’s planning snafu — lost reservations prevented some local pilgrims from celebrating Mass at the Verizon Center — 
has given birth to a welcome tradition — Bishop Foys celebrating Mass at St. Dominic Church in downtown 

Washington surrounded by seminarians and lay faithful of the Diocese of Covington.

See page 8 for more photos and comments.

ÒOur Diocese was certainly well-represented with some 1000 members Ñ young, old and in-between Ñ
at the March for Life 2011. The Mass at St. Dominic Church in D.C. for our parishioners was for me a
truly moving experience. Every seat was Þlled and more people stood. The mood was prayerful and
powerful. The Spirit was certainly present as we prayed together as a Diocese for an end to legalized
abortion in our beloved country . After Mass we marched in solidarity as a Diocese giving witness to
our love of life at all its stages from conception to natural death.

ÒI am grateful to all who made the trip. I am likewise grateful to all those who participated
throughout the day in the Diocese by visiting their parish church for adoration and by participating in
one of the 10 holy hours we provided throughout the Diocese. It is clear that we are truly a pro-life
Diocese and for that I am grateful to God!Ó — BISHOP ROGER FOYS

In our schools, in our churches, in our nation’s capital...

We are the face of Pro-Life

Piccola photo
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Feb. 4
Individual meeting, 2 p.m.

Confirmation, Blessed
Sacrament Church, Ft.
Mitchell, 7 p.m.

Feb. 6
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
Covington, 10 a.m.

Open House/Farewell for
Sister Shauna Bankemper,
S.N.D., St. Joseph Heights

Feb. 7
Individual meeting, 9 a.m.

Cursillo meeting, 2 p.m.

Ad Limina meeting, 3 p.m.

Feb. 8
Priests’ continuing educa-
tion/formation day, St.
Joseph Heights, 10 a.m.–
2 p.m.

Confirmation, St. Patrick
Church, Taylor Mill, 7 p.m.

Feb. 9
Individual meeting, 11 a.m.

Confirmation, St. Joseph
Church, Cold Spring, 7 p.m.

Feb. 10
Episcopal Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.

Presbyteral Council meeting,
2 p.m.

Confirmation, St. Cecilia
Church, Independence, 
7 p.m.

Feb. 11
Priests’ meeting, 12:30 p.m.

Feb. 12
St. Benedict Church,
Covington, Mass, 4:30pm;
Holy Family School
Distinguished Alumni Award
Dinner, 5:30 p.m.

Feb. 13
Installation of Permanent
Deacon Candidates as
Lectors, Cathedral,
Covington, 10 a.m.

Bishop’s 
Schedule

Fantastic Antique 
and Coin Auction

Kenton County Fairgrounds, Independence KY
SAT., MARCH 26 — 11 am

Items from large early Ohio River home & barns as
found. Antiques both furniture and smalls — 

Coins — Old Harley motorcycle parts.
JEFF SISKA

AUCTIONEER — APPRAISALS — TAG SALE AGENT
INDEPENDENCE, KENTUCKY — 859-816-7910

Cleves and Lonnemann
319 Fairfield Avenue

Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
(859) 261-3636

Specializing in used Rolex, Patek
Philippe, Omega, Vacheron & Constantine

and vintage wrist & pocket watches.

Antique Jewelry  •  Over 500 Estate Rings

OVER
64YEARS!

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT

Church Decorators  ¥  Faux Finishes
Industrial Coatings ¥ Commercial

1564 Water Street, Covington KY 41014

(859) 431-4700

Marna Meier Zalla and Daniel Groneck (right) met Jan. 25 with Michael Murray (left), director of the dioce-
san Stewardship and Mission Office, to map plans for upcoming 2011 Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal events.
Orientation for parish DPAA teams began last week. On Feb. 2 Bishop Roger Foys was scheduled to meet with
leadership gift solicitors; on Feb. 7 they will begin seeking gifts. On March 1 (in Maysville) and March 3 (at
Receptions in Erlanger) the Stewardship Office hosts kick-off dinners; the March 3 event features displays of
the dozens of ministries and programs funded, in part, by the DPAA.

Mr. Murray announced that the 2010 DPAA has exceeded the $3 million in pledges mark, only the second
time ever the annual appeal has done so. He said the 2011 campaign theme is “Live as Children of Light”
(Ephesians 5:8) and the goal is $2.245 million. He is “optimistic,” he says, that the new campaign will reach
its goal. Parishes which gather funds that exceed their goal receive “rebates” which they can use for parish
projects or programs.

The Stewardship and Mission Office can be contacted at (859) 392-1540.

2011 DPAA leaders prepare for upcoming dates
Fitzgerald photo

New norms for extraordinary ministers of Holy
Communion and lectors take effect the first Sunday
in Lent, March 13.

The final education sessions sponsored by the
diocesan Office of Worship and Liturgy are scheduled
for Feb. 8 and Feb. 19. The sessions take place on
Feb. 8 at Blessed Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell,
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Feb. 19 at St. Mary Church,
Alexandria, from 10 a.m. to noon.[PLEASE NOTE:

These sessions are repeats of those offered last fall. If
you attended one of those, you do not need to attend
Feb. 8 or 19.]

To register call your parish office. All extraordi-
nary ministers of Holy Communion and lectors must
complete a diocesan education session. 

For a complete text of the norms, please visit the
Office of Worship and Liturgy (listed under “Diocesan
Offices”) at www.covingtondiocese.org.

Extraordinary minister and lector training 
Feb. 8 and Feb. 19
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Tim Fitzgerald
Editor

How can the Commonwealth of Kentucky become
more like the kingdom of God, during our lifetimes?

Some of the bills likely to be considered by the
Kentucky General Assembly, currently in session in
Frankfort, would, if signed into law, make Kentucky
more like heaven, where life and light, peace and jus-
tice reign.

This hope, as expressed by the new executive direc-
tor of the Catholic Conference of Kentucky (CCK), was
the overriding theme at an education session hosted
locally by Bishop Roger Foys and Catholic Charities-
Diocese of Covington and presented by CCK. The
“Catholics@The Capitol” session, at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell, Jan. 29, attracted
about 75 participants from across the diocese.

Father Patrick Delahanty, the main presenter and
executive director of CCK, described in detail four
areas of proposed legislation of importance to Bishop
Foys and the three other Kentucky bishops. The
CCK, headquartered in Frankfort, represents the
bishops in the public arena by educating state legis-
lators and preparing and issuing bishops’ pastoral
letters and other materials. Harry Borders, head of
the Kentucky League for Educational Alternatives
(KLEA), a part of CCK, also made a presentation.

In the three-hour session Saturday Father
Delahanty focused on proposals prepared by individ-
ual state lawmakers, accepted for discussion by a
House or Senate subcommittee, or appearing on the
CCK “wish list.” Each is in a different stage of
progress. The General Assembly has about 20 work-
ing days left, with March 30 as its ending date.

One proposal would require women seeking an
abortion to meet with a medical professional face-to-
face so as to have an opportunity to review ultra-
sound images of her developing child.

Another is enacting a law that would cap short-
term loan interest rates at a 36 percent annual rate;
currently those people who must take out a short-
term loan, usually referred to as a “pay-day loan,”

often pay interest at an annual rate of 400 percent,
which critics describe as “predatory.”

The CCK is also monitoring Senate Bill 6, pro-
posed by Senator John Schickel, who spoke briefly in
support of his bill at Saturday’s meeting. Father
Delahanty said that SB6 is based on the state of
Arizona’s law allowing law enforcement personnel to
request proof of citizenship from anyone they meet in
the course of enforcing the law. 

A fourth area of proposed legislation is a law that
would eliminate the death penalty for those who are
convicted of a capital offense but are determined to be
mentally ill. (There is already a law preventing the
execution of people determined to be mentally handi-
capped.)

In each discussion Father Delahanty, a priest for
the Archdiocese of Louisville who has worked for
CCK for 10 years, reviewed the teachings of the
Catholic Church, especially the Church’s teaching on
the life and dignity of every person who is created in
the image and likeness of God.

He referred a number of times to the Catechism of
the Catholic Church (second edition) which, for
example, states, “(T)he cases in which the execution
of the offender is an absolute necessity ‘are very rare,
if not practically non-existent.’” (CCC 2267, with a
reference to “Evangelium Vitae,” Pope John Paul II)
and to a pastoral letter of the Catholic bishops of
Kentucky which teaches, “The practice of capital pun-

ishment does not foster respect for human life.
Killing as a solution cheapens that respect.”
(“Reverence for Life: The Pursuit of Justice,” 1999)

On SB6, Father Delahanty said that, in his view,
each of the 50 states should not enact state-level
immigration laws; rather, it is the responsibility of
the federal government to create what he called “com-
prehensive immigration reform” which, he said,
should incorporate the principles of Catholic teach-
ing. He referred to the 2003 pastoral letter issued
jointly by U.S. and Mexican bishops, “Strangers No
Longer: Together on the Journey of Hope” which itself
is inspired by the principles identified by Pope Pius
XII. The principles state that persons have the right
to migrate to support themselves and their families,
and that sovereign nations have the right to control
their borders, among other teachings.

Father Delahanty reminded those present that
Catholics have a right and a responsibility to make
their views known about public policy and laws, to be
“faithful citizens” articulating the teachings of the
Church. He encouraged participants to express their
opinions to their state representatives and senators.
(The website www.lrc.state.ky.us contains contact
information and much other information, he said.) He
also suggested those wanting to receive e-mails on
legislative issues of interest to the bishops and the
Church sign up to be a “Faithful Citizen Advocate”

Local participants benefit from Catholics@TheCapitol session

Official Assignments
Ms. Diane Bressler
Mr. Gary Massie
Mr. M. Scott McIntyre
Sister Mary Dennise Wagenlander, S.N.D.
Catholic Charities’ Advisory Board
Term: January 2011 to December 31, 2013

Rev. Damian J. Hils
Diocesan Worship Commission
Term: January 2011 to December 31, 2013
Continues other duties

Mr. Timothy Nolan
Mrs. Linda Verst
Jail Ministry Advisory Council
Term: January 2011 to December 31, 2013

Ms. Lyn Collins
Parish Kitchen Advisory Council
Term: January 2011 to December 31, 2013

Effective Feb. 16, 2011

Rev. Kevin J. Kahmann
Continues as parochial administrator, Mary,
Queen of Heaven Church, Erlanger

Rev. Richard W. Wurth
Resignation as pastor, Mary, Queen of Heaven
Church, Erlanger; Extension of leave of absence
until Aug. 16, 2011 

By order of the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

Margaret M. Schack, Chancellor

At the Jan. 29
“Catholics@The
Capitol” session
Bishop Roger Foys
conferred with
William Jones
(right), executive
director of
Catholic Charities-
Diocese of
Covington, Father
Patrick Delahanty
(center left) and
Harry Borders
(left), both 
representing the
Catholic
Conference of
Kentucky.

Tim Fitzgerald
Editor

The census of Boone County, undertaken by the
Diocese of Covington in October, will resume on two
Sundays this month and two in March, parish organ-
izers say.

Three parishes — All Saints (Walton), Immaculate
Heart of Mary (Burlington) and St. Timothy (Union)
— will continue the census-taking within their parish
boundaries. Three other Boone County parishes —
Cristo Rey (Erlanger), Mary, Queen of Heaven
(Erlanger) and St. Paul (Florence) —completed most
of their census visitations in October, may send out
visitation teams and will continue to process the data
they collected.

The census of Boone County was the first phase of
what will eventually be a census of all 14 counties
comprising the Diocese of Covington. A diocesan-wide
census was one of the recommendations of the dioce-
san Synod.

The home visits will follow a format similar to the
visits in October. Volunteers will visit 20 or so resi-
dences and ask those answering the door to answer
questions relating to their church or religious affilia-
tion. Some visits may produce a “pastoral concern
sheet” which will be kept in confidence and turned
over to the pastor or pastoral team for their review.

For more information visit census.covingtondio-
cese.org.

Boone County census resumes
Additional dates are Feb. 13, Feb. 20, March 20, March 27

(Continued on page 13)

Fitzgerald photo



4 February 4, 2011 Messenger

COMMENTARY

VOL. 81 MESSENGERNO. 5

Official newspaper of the Diocese of Covington
P.O. Box 15550 • Covington, Ky. 41015-0550

Telephone: (859) 392-1570     E-mail: messenger@covingtondiocese.org

(UPS-403-650) Published by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Covington, Ky.; 44 issues a year
(weekly except from June 1 to mid-August, when published every other week; not 
published the week after Easter and two weeks at Christmas/New Year’s). Subscription rate:
$19 per year; $40 foreign. Periodical Postage paid at Covington, KY 41012 and additional
mailing office Cincinnati, Ohio 45203. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to MESSENGER,
P.O. Box 15550, Covington, KY 41015-0550.
Advertising deadline: Wednesday noon, 9 days prior to publication date.
Editorial deadline: Friday noon, 7 days prior to date.
Subscriptions, address changes: Contact Circulation Dept. at above address.

Bishop Roger J. Foys................................................................................ Publisher
Rev. Ronald M. Ketteler ..............................................................Episcopal Liaison 
Timothy Fitzgerald ........................................................ Editor, General Manager
Laura Keener..................................................................................Assistant Editor
Monica Yeamans........................................................................Editorial Assistant
Michael Ifcic.................................................................Advertising Sales Manager
Mike Enzweiler ...........................................................Advertising Representative
Margie Spenlau Powers..............................................Art & Production Manager

The asceticism of pressure and duty 

Pope Benedict admonishes us to keep first things first 
“Above all else, we must try to make sure that

people do not lose sight of God” (Pope Benedict XVI,
“Light of the World: The Pope, the Church and the
Signs of the Times,” p. 57). 

It’s a startlingly simple statement. 
Above all else, the Holy Father

says, we must make sure that we
don’t lose sight of God. Simple, but
not easy. 

It can be argued that the original
sin, the sin of our first parents, was
losing sight of God. 

As sinful people, we constantly focus on other
things — good things, bad things, things that in
themselves are neutral — but all too often, as a con-
sequence, we lose sight of God. 

That’s why, in response to a question about the
most important law, Jesus says, “The first is: Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and
with all your strength. The second is this: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mk 12:29-31) 

The First Commandment is to keep God first in
our lives, and not be distracted by all the diversions
offered to us by the Evil One. All the other com-
mandments flow from this primary focus on God. If
God is in the center of our vision, everything else is
seen in its proper perspective. 

“Above all else,” Pope Benedict says. This is much

more than a casual connecting phrase. It is the
heart of the matter. 

First and foremost, before everything else, we
must try to keep God first in our lives. God cannot
be an afterthought. He cannot be someone we think

about only when we are in trouble or
filled with emotions of fear or joy or
gratitude or hopelessness. We must
keep God in sight always — above
all else. 

Nothing is more important, or
more difficult, than keeping God in plain sight. The
Church’s liturgy, her sacraments and devotions, her
teaching and her charitable works are all designed to
help us focus on God as the most important person in
our life. The Church works hard to capture and main-
tain our attention, but there is strong competition,
especially today. 

The Church constantly strives to help us focus on
God, but we must cooperate. We must attend
Sunday Mass. We must receive the sacraments —
especially the Eucharist and the sacrament of
penance. We must participate. We must reach out to
those in need. Above all else, whatever we do, we
must not lose sight of God. 

What happens when we allow other things to take
priority in our life? We lose our way. We become spiri-
tually empty, unhappy people. We focus on ourselves
and on our selfish wants and desires. We forget who
we are and how we are supposed to live as free people

made in the image and likeness of God. 
No one — with the exception of the Blessed Virgin

Mary, who was conceived without sin — succeeds at
keeping God in sight all the time. That’s why the
Holy Father says, “Above all else, we must try.” 

Losing sight of God is part of our sinful human
condition. Recovering our sight is the ongoing chal-
lenge of discipleship and continuing conversion of life. 

How do we maintain — or regain — our vision of
God? Pope Benedict provides us with a simple pro-
gram. As Church, a community of Christian disci-
ples standing together in faith, the Holy Father
says, “The task is to live the faith in an exemplary
way, to proclaim it and at the same time to keep this
voluntary association, which cuts across all cultures,
nations and times, and is not based on external
interests, spiritually connected with Christ, and so
with God himself.” 

The task is simple but not easy — to live our
faith, to proclaim it and, so, stay spiritually connect-
ed to God. 

Above all else, let’s try to keep first things first.
Let’s set aside all the distractions and turn to God
as the No. 1 priority in our lives. 

When God is at the center of our field of vision,
everything else in our dark and dreary world
becomes clear and bright. 

Daniel Conway is a member of the editorial board
for The Criterion, newspaper of the Archdiocese of
Indianapolis.

The past several weeks have been some of most
pressured weeks in my life. I have been trying to bal-
ance the pressures of teaching a 3-hour-a-day
Intersession course, my duties as an administrator, a
series of emergencies to do with the
deaths of a couple of close friends, along
with trying to sustain some kind of
prayer life, all the time nursing a nasty
viral cold. It’s been a pressured time.

We’ve all had similar seasons in our
lives, sometimes lasting for years, not
just for a couple of weeks. Sometimes
the pressures of life simply put us on a
treadmill from which, for a while at
least, there is no stepping off. What
happens at those times is that we tend
to beat ourselves up for getting caught
in that situation. Frequently, too,
friends and spiritual directors join in,
berating us for not taking better care
of ourselves, for not saying no to more
things, and for not having the disci-
pline to schedule regular prayer, exercise and
leisure into our lives.

Their challenge is not without value. We do need
to take care of ourselves and it is not always a
virtue to respond to every need that presents itself.
But, that being said, it also needs to be said that
sometimes, perhaps most of the time, the pressures
of life, those duties and demands that rob us of
leisure and rest and time for formal prayer, are not
necessarily a bad thing. There is a fasting and
prayer, too, by conscription.

Jesus, the Gospels tell us, once went into the
desert for 40 days and 40 nights, taking no food and
no nourishment. He fasted. In essence, what this

says is that he deprived himself of the normal com-
forts and supports of ordinary human life. He volun-
tarily submitted to an asceticism designed to help
move him to a deeper level of understanding, love

and maturity (the purpose of all volun-
tary asceticism). He actively sought out
the desert. 

Sometimes, however, the desert
finds us. Whenever a season of our life
is so full of pressure so as to deny us
the normal comforts and supports of
ordinary life, then we too are in the
desert and afforded the opportunity to
use that deprivation as an asceticism
that can help move us to a deeper level
of understanding, love and maturity;
except in our case the asceticism is con-
scriptive rather than freely chosen.

Former spiritualities tried to teach
this through a concept they called “liv-
ing out our duties of state.” In an over-
simplification, the idea was this: God

puts us on this earth not just for leisure and enjoy-
ment, but also to serve others and to give our lives
over in unselfish duty. Our private happiness and,
indeed, our private sanctity is not our highest goal.
Once we accept this and begin to give our lives over
in service, the duties innate within marriage, family,
vocation, Church, society and the needy will, at
times, consume us in ways that can for long periods
of time take away our freedom, our leisure, our rest,
and even our time to pray as we ideally should. But
that response to duty is also a healthy asceticism,
albeit a conscriptive one, which can do for us the
very things that private prayer and voluntary fasting
can do, namely, push us beyond a self-centered life. 

Biblically, this is captured in Jesus’ remark to
Peter at the end of John’s Gospel: After Peter had
three times affirmed his love and commitment,
Jesus turned to him and said: Up to now, you have
girded your belt and walked wherever you wanted to
go, but now, after this commitment, others will put a
belt around you and take you where you would
rather not go. What Jesus is telling Peter is that the
duties that will now follow upon his commitment of
faith and love will rob him not just of his leisure
and his own plans for his life, but ultimately will
also rob him of his freedom and his very life. Duty
can do that, and often does. 

I know a woman whose children are now grown
who once confessed to me that, while her children
were toddlers, she sometimes went through long
periods when she could not even carve out sufficient
time for herself to go to the bathroom, let alone find
time for leisure or time to pray or sit in solitude.
Today she is one of the most unselfish and prayerful
persons I know. Obviously her time in the desert of
her own home, her feet held to the fire by duty, fast-
ing by necessity from ordinary leisure, did for her
what the desert did for Jesus and what the conscrip-
tive rope did for Peter. 

Unwelcome pressure, tiredness that we haven’t
the luxury to address, and duties that take us
beyond our own agendas, if accepted without resent-
ment, can function as God’s conscriptive, ascetical
hook, taking us, as if against our own will, to deeper
and more mature places.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author , is President of the
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

Daniel  Conway

GUEST COMMENTARY
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Living saints and the Light of Christ
I recently attended the funeral Mass of a good

man who lived a holy life, the father of one of my
dear friends from childhood. During the wake and
at the luncheon following the cemetery service,
friends commented over and over again that the
person whom we were laying to rest and my own
mother were the “closest people I’ve ever met to a
living saint.” I agreed and was grateful that my
mom was remembered for her holiness and wisdom,
even though 12 years have passed
since her own death. One friend
asked, “How did they do it? Were
they just born that way?”

I do not know the answer to that
question, although it does seem that
some folks never lose that purity of heart and gen-
tleness of spirit with which we all come into the
world. Another friend asked if there was any hope
for the rest of us, who would likely not fall into the
“living saint” category. “Of course there is hope for
the rest of us,” I replied, then reflected on the les-
sons we can learn from the saintly people among us,
those still living their earthly life and those now liv-
ing in the light of eternity.

So what are those lessons? Bringing the light of
Christ into every situation, into every moment of
every day, seems to be lesson number one. But how
might we learn to do that, knowing that it may not
be easy to accomplish such a thing?

My friend’s father who recently died and my
mother were deeply committed to prayer, both per-
sonal prayer and daily reception of the Eucharist.
They knew that a well-formed life of prayer could
transform any situation, even those most painful,
and that the light of Christ could make possible
what once seemed impossible. Rather than reflect-

ing on negative characteristics or events, the “living
saints” would instead say things like, “Well, she
sure did help me when I needed her,” or “I remem-
ber when something like this happened before and
good things wound up coming out of it.”

They were slow to anger, slow to judge, never sar-
castic, and quick to laugh and smile, knowing intu-
itively that laughter and a genuine smile could dif-
fuse tension and anxiety. They knew the words of

the psalmist, likely written knowing
that some of us would have a hard
time holding our tongue: “O Lord,
set a watch before my mouth, a
guard at the door of my lips.” (Psalm
141:3) But their watch and guard

probably did not have to work much.
Not only did they cultivate goodness in word and

speech. In disposition and attitude they relied com-
pletely on God’s Providence to lead and guide them
in all things. It was as if they recognized the light of
Christ in their midst at all times, gentling their
words and actions, letting all be transformed by the
power of God’s love and strength.

Is there any hope for the rest of us? Yes! Each
day we can begin anew, offering the best of our-
selves to God, trusting in the nourishment of prayer
and the sacraments, imagining the light of Christ
shining brightly in our midst at all times, in all cir-
cumstances. Thanks be to God, it is never too late
for conversion of heart and mind. Thanks be to God,
it is never too late to begin again, living our lives in
a manner worthy of the light of Christ.

Divine Providence Sister Kay Kramer is a member
of the Congregation of the Sisters of Divine
Providence, Melbourne.

Healing an abortion-wounded nation

‘Light’ salt:
Crucial to the

Christian’s diet

The Guttmacher Institute has issued its latest
report on abortion in the United States, based on
survey responses from abortion providers in all 50
states. The numbers are staggering. In 2008, the
most recent year for which statistics are available,
22 percent of pregnancies (excluding miscarriages)
ended in abortion; and from 1973 to 2008, nearly 50
million abortions were performed. 

After Roe v. Wade legalized abor-
tion throughout the nine months of
pregnancy in 1973, the abortion rate
quickly peaked at 29.3 abortions per
1000 women of childbearing age in
1981. It then dropped steadily for 25
years, but has leveled off at 19.6 per 1,000 — just
above the rate seen in 1974.

It is difficult to speak of our progress in reducing
the numbers of abortions when every year over one
million lives are being destroyed and over one mil-
lion women endure — at a minimum — sadness,
grief and guilt over the child they’ve lost. While
women deserve to know the truth about abortion’s
risks, Guttmacher downplays the mental and physi-
cal complications, noting only the relatively small
incidence of reported hospitalizations attributed to
abortion. (Remember that Guttmacher started out
as the research arm of Planned Parenthood, the
nation’s largest abortion provider, and still retains
that bias.) Yet scores of studies worldwide show an
increased risk of depression, anxiety, alcohol and
drug abuse, suicide attempts and deaths associated
with abortion. 

Women are not the only ones affected by abortion.
Fathers regret their lost fatherhood and can feel like
failures. Grandparents grieve their lost grandchil-
dren. Friends who supported their friends’ “choices”
years ago now question whether they did the right
thing. Children with aborted siblings wonder if they,
too, were unwanted — and mourn the loss of a broth-
er or sister whom they never got to meet.

Ours is an abortion-wounded nation. But God’s
loving mercy is great — certainly greater than any
abortion, and even greater than the 50 million abor-
tions committed to date. Through the mercy of
Jesus’ own suffering, God wants to heal and restore
all who have been involved in abortion — including
those who perform, facilitate or promote abortion
through fundraising and policymaking.

To reach some of those harmed by
abortion, the Catholic bishops’ con-
ference has launched a 10-week ad
campaign promoting Project Rachel,
the Church’s non-judgmental, confi-
dential post-abortion healing min-

istry, on bus stop shelters in the Washington, D.C.
area. Four ads depict four people from different
walks of life reflecting with regret on their past
involvement in abortion. Each in turn is answered
with a gentle message of forgiveness, mercy and
hope. One says to herself, “I feel so worthless” to
which the reply comes, “You are precious to God.” A
man thinks, “I failed as a father” and hears back,
“Do not despair. All is not lost.” Another ad depicts a
beautiful Latina, who thinks, “No merezco ser feliz”
(“I don’t deserve to be happy”) and then hears, “Dios
quiere devolverte tu felicidad” (“God wants to
restore your happiness”). All ads end with the mes-
sage: “Come back to God, who is Love and Mercy.” 

The ads invite viewers to contact Project Rachel
via its national toll-free number: (888) 456-HOPE
(4673) or HopeAfterAbortion.org featuring a map
with all the local Project Rachel offices. If you know
someone suffering after abortion, please consider
sharing this information with him or her, too.

(In the Diocese of Covington Project Rachel’s con-
fidential phone number is 859-392-1547.)

Deirdre A. McQuade is Assistant Director for
Policy & Communications at the Secretariat of Pro-
Life Activities, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

The readings for the fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time — Cycle “A” are: Isaiah 58:7–10; 
I Corinthians 2:1–5; and Matthew 5:13–16.

One spring night the lights went out. At the time I
was a student living in a very small dormitory room. 

I groped my way to
my room on the fourth
floor. Of course, the
flashlight I had reserved
for just such as occasion
had dead batteries.
Since the room was
small and I knew where
everything in it was
located, I thought it
would be no problem to
navigate my way
through my bedtime
routine. Wrong! By the
time I slipped under the
covers, I think I had
bumped into and tripped
over everything.

Light makes all the difference. Light allows us to
see things as they really are.

“You are the light of the world,” Jesus tells us in
today’s Gospel. We Christians are the beacons of
light that should clearly show the way of truth, the
way of real fulfillment to the world. I must also
remember that I need Christians to be light for me
as much as I am called to be light for others.

How then am I to be light? Today’s first reading
from Isaiah gives us several clues. “Share your bread
with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the home-
less; clothe the naked when you see them and do not
turn your back on your own.” These words take on a
special urgency these days when we constantly hear
of the growing plight of the homeless in our own
country. But if we turn our energies toward them in
compassion, Isaiah reminds us, “then your light shall
break forth like the dawn ...”

I often find it easy to dismiss myself from any more
personal responsibility to the poor and homeless by
telling myself that I contribute to charity and I pay
taxes that support programs for these less fortunate.
Setting that whole issue aside, however, I must still
heed the prophet’s further words about how I am to be
“light” in the world: “If you remove from your midst
oppression, false accusation and malicious speech, ...
then light shall rise for you in the darkness.”

I don’t know about you, but I find myself think-
ing it might be easier to donate big money to chari-
ty than it is to remove false accusation and mali-
cious speech from my vocabulary. I’m not speaking
here about such major faults as serious calumny or
detraction. Rather, I call to mind the daily remarks
that we sometimes make about people who don’t
think or act exactly as we do: that co-worker or
classmate sitting in the next row who marches to a
slightly different drumbeat. Those are the ones we
oppress and whose oppression we must remove if
we are to truly be the light of the world.

Jesus used another image in today’s Gospel that,
I believe, gives a little more clarity to the manner in
which we are to light. He said, “You are the salt of
the earth.”

For the ancients, salt was a symbol of purity. It
was the most common of preservatives; it kept foods
from going bad. But for the people of old and for us,
salt is most of all an ingredient that gives a little
zest to food, that brings out its natural flavor. What
salt is to food, the Christian is to life!

Remember that salt is never used in great quan-
tities. A little dash makes all the difference. It can
be the difference between light and darkness.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl is pastor of Blessed
Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl

EIGHTH DAY

Dei r dr e McQuade

GUEST COMMENTARY

Sist er  Kay Kr amer

GUEST COMMENTARY



Laura Keener
Assistant Editor

Bishop Roger Foys, Msgr. Michael
Due, vicar general, John Dubis, presi-
dent, St. Elizabeth Healthcare, and
employees, volunteers and friends gath-
ered at the visitors’ entrance Jan. 26 at
St. Elizabeth Healthcare, Edgewood, for
the rededication and blessing ceremony
that inaugurated the year-long 150th
anniversary celebration of Northern
Kentucky’s network of hospitals.

“The Diocese of Covington was just
a fledgling diocese when the hospital
became a part of Northern Kentucky,”
said Bishop Foys. “Every bishop is
excited to have a hospital in his diocese
because if you think about Jesus’ min-
istry when he walked the earth, he
taught and he healed people.”

The hospital was founded in 1861
through the vision and vigor of one
woman, Henrietta Cleveland. She peti-
tioned Bishop George Carrell, the dio-
cese’s first bishop, that a hospital was
necessary to care for the local poor. With
the financial assistance of Sarah
Worthington King Peter, a social activist
from Cincinnati, and the recruitment of
the Franciscan Sisters of the Poor, the
first St. Elizabeth hospital opened its
doors in January 1861. St. Elizabeth
Healthcare has since grown to include
six major facilities in five Northern
Kentucky counties and, according to its
website, “is the area’s largest employer,
with more than 6,300 associates.”

At the ceremony Mr. Dubis praised
the employees and volunteers of St.
Elizabeth Healthcare for their compas-
sion and care for patients and their
families. Mr. Dubis introduced and
thanked Luella Bradlely, the oldest liv-
ing graduate of St. Elizabeth Nursing
School (class of 1934), a living testa-
ment to the dedication of its employees.
Ms. Bradley’s graduation photo and

nursing cap were among artifacts on
display illustrating a historical time-
line. The display, created by the History
Department of Northern Kentucky
University, has been on view at the
Behringer-Crawford Museum,
Covington. The display is expected to
travel to other St. Elizabeth Healthcare
locations for similar celebrations
throughout the year.

“I truly believe, even with all the
things we’ve been talking about over
the last year with healthcare reform
and the anxieties of what that’s going
to mean, our future is going to be
brighter than it ever has been before.
Not because there is some magic plan
that’s been developed to do something
extraordinary but because of you,” Mr.
Dubis told those gathered.

“The assets of St. Elizabeth
Healthcare are the people that work
for the organization. Period. … (Y)our
dedication, loyalty and the excellence
with which you do your jobs, and the
always compassionate care that’s ren-
dered to our patients and families irre-
spective of what your job is within the
organization, (are) what’s made St.
Elizabeth Healthcare successful for
150 years. Don’t ever forget you are the
key to the success of the organization.
The 6300 employees, you are St.
Elizabeth Healthcare.”

Bishop Foys acknowledged that St.
Elizabeth hospital has since its inception
and continues to be a part of the healing
ministry of the Catholic Church. 

“I am proud that for the last 150
years the Diocese of Covington has had
a partnership with St. Elizabeth hospi-
tal,” said Bishop Foys. “A lot has
changed in the last 150 years, but one
thing that has not changed here is the
working relationship between the hos-
pital and the diocese and healthcare
for those who need healing.”

St. Elizabeth Healthcare
launches sesquicentennial
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Bishop Roger Foys meets Luella Bradley, a 1934
graduate of St. Elizabeth Nursing School, follow-
ing the rededication of St. Elizabeth Healthcare,
Jan. 26 in Edgewood. The event launched the hos-
pital’s year-long sesquicentennial celebration. A
historical timeline, displayed following the reded-
ication, included Ms. Bradley’s graduation photo.

Keener photo
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If you are a young adult, say ages 19-35, you are
“e-vited” to a Catholic young adults Happy Hour on
Feb. 21 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Barleycorn’s in
Lakeside Park.

You and other young adult Catholics will discuss
the possibilities for young adult ministry in the
Diocese of Covington. You’ll meet some new friends
and contribute some great ideas.

RSVP to Jamie Schroeder at (859) 392-1527 or
jschroeder@covingtondiocese.org. Ms. Schroeder is
assistant director of the diocesan Office of Catechesis
and Formation. You can also “friend” them on
Facebook at “Diocese of Covington Young Adult
Ministry.”

Ministry to young Catholic adults as part of the
Diocese of Covington’s formal outreach began under
Bishop Robert Muench and was re-constituted under
Bishop Roger Foys. Its central focus is how to get
young adults to stay involved in their faith. 

Lauren Franzen, one of several young adults on
the Young Adults Commission, explained, “Young
Adult Ministry is recognition of the uncertainty and
transition in the lives of young adults and what role
faith and prayer plays and how we can meet the indi-
vidual and group needs.”

Ms. Franzen, who has been involved in the com-
mission since the very beginning, said young adult
Catholics need continuing support to stay involved in
their Church after high school.

“The whole point of this upcoming happy hour is to
get additional people [involved],” Ms. Franzen said.
“When we were doing events maybe 15 or so young
adults would attend depending upon the speaker. We
need to figure out more of what other young adults are

looking for, how we could branch out.” 
Benedictine Sister Cathy Bauer noted another

goal is to attract more young people so that Bishop
Foys has a wider choice of people to appoint to the
commission.

The Young Adults Commission core team recently
created a Facebook page with the blessing of Bishop
Foys (at “Diocese of Covington Young Adult
Ministry”). Currently they have close to 41 “friends”
and are hoping for many more. Upcoming events of
the Young Adults Commission will be posted there.
The Facebook page gives the commission greater con-
tact opportunities with other young adults.

To help young adults stay in touch with their
Church as they transition from high school to college
and beyond, the Catholic high schools in the Diocese of
Covington will provide the commission names of
recent Catholic high school graduates, according to
Sister Cathy. The commission will try to keep connect-
ed to the college students and keep them involved in
their parishes even while they are away at college. 

Sister Cathy noted, “There is definitely a hunger
out there (among) young people who want to be part
of the Church and connect with other [young] people
who are Catholic. We’re hoping this will bring people
together starting with the happy hour at
Barleycorn’s. [We will] listen to them and invite them
to come forth.”

Ms. Franzen encourages those who can’t come to
the happy hour to contact the Young Adults
Commission through the Facebook page.

Sister Cathy also said, “We are very fortunate in
Northern Kentucky: many of the Catholic students
active in their colleges’ Newman Centers in Kentucky
are from Northern Kentucky. Sometimes we don’t
give ourselves enough credit.”

Young adults invited to happy hour
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After almost four months of celebrating Mass in the parish hall Father Gerald Reinersman, pastor, and
the parishioners at St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring, celebrated Mass for the first time in their newly renovat-
ed church building the weekend of Jan. 29-30. The renovations, a part of a $2.1 million “Golden Anniversary
Capital Campaign,” included a new baptismal font and ambo and a refinishing of the altar. All three pieces
maintain the same architectural style and a trapezoidal shape to emphasize the close and harmonious rela-
tionship between baptism, the Word and the Eucharist. Bishop Roger Foys blessed the baptismal font, ambo
and new presider’s chair and rededicated the church during the 11:30 a.m. Mass Jan. 30. “Congratulations to
you and your pastor on the 50th anniversary of this church building,” said Bishop Foys in his homily. “A
church building is literally a concrete example of the faith of the people. Like Father Gerry has said in his
comments, the people of St. Joseph parish have a tradition of generosity and an expression of hope.”

St. Joseph Church celebrates golden anniversary
Keener photo
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ÒThe witness given by our students
and chaperones exempliÞed faith
and hope for the dignity of every
unborn baby. As superintendent of
schools I am proud to see so many
of our students advancing what
Pope John Paul II called Ôa culture
of life.ÕÓ 
— MICHAEL CLINES, SUPERINTENDENT OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, DIOCESE OF COVINGTON

ÒI was extremely impressed with the 
numbers of people who attended this
march all with the same goal Ñ to over-
turn Roe v Wade. I was not prepared for
such energy. There is no doubt that I will
continue to attend the march even after I
graduate from NCC. The whole day was
Þlled with a lot of emotions, from crying
to singing. I always ÔknewÕabortion was
wrong, but after experiencing this week-
end, I feel that no one should ever have
the right to end life. We are the only ones
who can speak for the millions of unborn
babies who are lost to abortion. I couldnÕt
wait to come home and hug my 9-month-
old nephew.Ó 
— TAYLOR KNAPKE, FRESHMAN, 
NEWPORT CENTRAL CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

In our schools, i
in our nation

We are the fa

Julie Asher
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Laura Strietmann, the director
of a Cincinnati crisis pregnancy center, calls abortion
“the issue that is shaping our country,” and said the
challenge for pro-lifers is to get everyone “to respect
life again.”

In her work, she hears the stories of women’s pain
and sees pregnant women in need who “are hungry for
the truth about abortion,” she said. “When they come
in the door, we need to love them and tell them the
truth,” that abortion is taking a life, she added.

Strietmann, a member of St. Rose Parish in
Cincinnati who is enrolled in a lay pastoral program at
the archdiocesan seminary, believes no woman really
wants to have an abortion, but many feel they have no

other choice.
She spoke to Catholic News Service as she headed

toward the March for Life rally site on the National
Mall Jan. 24, where thousands of pro-lifers were gath-
ering to mark the 38th year since the U.S. Supreme
Court handed down Roe v. Wade legalizing abortion.

March for Life had not yet posted on its website an
estimate for the number of participants, but the
Catholic News Agency and Eternal Word Television
Network said there were hundreds of thousands.

Bundled up against the cold, with the temperature
hovering in the mid-20s, people streamed toward the
rally site from various points, carrying all manner of
signs, many of them homemade.

Among the messages were: “Choose life: Your moth-
er did,” “Unborn babies feel pain,” Face it: Abortion

kills a person,” “I regret lost fatherhood” and “Defund
Planned Parenthood.”

One couple waiting for the rally to begin held iden-
tical signs that read: “To the mother of our 4 adopted
children: Thank you for their lives.”

Along a block of Pennsylvania Avenue, not too far
from the rally site, Deborah Mischenko of Mineville,
N.Y., had put up a simple display of nine poster-size
images — starting with an image of an embryo and the
words “I’m here,” and going through the development
of a fetus in the womb. The final image was of a new-
born and the words “I’m here.”

Mischenko, who is with Mountain Meadows
Christian Center, told CNS she had received pretty
positive reaction from passers-by. “The whole point is
you don’t have to argue with these,” or even say “abor-
tion,” she said.

Before the March for Life rally started, Stephen
Kosciesza of Wheaton, Md., walked through the crowd
with a sign that read, “Abortion — a neat, quick easy

Women ‘hungry for truth’ about 
abortion, says head of pregnancy center
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ÒWe ask God to energize us Ð 
that we may continue to walk, bravely
and boldly , as GodÕs people of life.Ó
— FATHER DANIEL VOGELPOHL, PASTOR, 
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, FT. MITCHELL

As the Christ Child was found in the temple 
by the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, 

so we pray for all children, especially those lost
and forgotten. May the Gospel of Life impel us 

to find them when they are most in need 
and to lead them home to a place where they 

are treasured, protected, and loved.
Ñ Taken from the School Prayer Service for the Day of Prayer and Penance Ñ

Ten churches hosted Holy Hours for Life
throughout the diocese Jan. 24. At left,
Father Gerald Reinersman, pastor at St.
Joseph Church, Cold Spring, presided at
the St. Mary, Alexandria, Holy Hour,
which concluded with benediction.

On the Day of Prayer and Penance for
Life all students in every school in the
Diocese of Covington gathered to pray
the rosary. Above are students at Mary,
Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger.

in our churches, 
n’s capital...

ace of Pro-Life

way out for men.” He said it described the “selfishness
of men who stand to benefit” from abortion.

Kosciesza said he comes every year, adding that it is
important the march take place in the “epicenter” of
government and will keep coming back until abortion
is ended.

Max Potts, 22, was with a group from the pro-life
group at De Sales University in Center Valley, Pa.
Asked why he was there, he replied, “I have four words
for you: because babies are awesome.”

Archpriest Chad Hatfield, chancellor of St. Vladimir’s
Orthodox Theological Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y., came
with a group of priests and their wives and families and
seminarians. He told CNS “the right” to life is a judicial
term and stressed that what he and other pro-lifers are
standing up for is the belief that “life is a gift from God
and we’re here to make that witness.”

The evening before the March for Life, some of the
teens who were gathered on the campus of The
Catholic University of America to attend the all-night

life vigil spoke to CNS about the importance of the
events marking the Roe anniversary.

“It is a terrible sin,” Charity Jamison said about
abortion. The 15-year-old was with a group from St.
Edmund Campion Academy in Cincinnati. “For me, it
is terrible to think of all the friends who weren’t born
because of abortion.”

“We are here to protest against stuff we know is
wrong,” said her schoolmate Naomi Fredette,16.

“We can’t kill innocent children. I have seven sib-
lings and I can’t imagine not having them or not want-
ing them,” she continued. “It’s important that we pray
about it. The experience is spiritually strengthening,
and a big group allows your voice to be heard.”

Fredette believes in the power that comes with
numbers, not only strengthening an individual’s spiri-
tually but also sending a message that can change
minds.

“What can you do?” asked Jenifer Readnour,18, of
Kentucky. “You can pray or volunteer at pregnancy

help centers. But the march is also good because it
allows us to gather together and be heard.”

Joe Finke, 17, who also was from Kentucky, said he
participates with his friends but that he would protest
even if he were the only one. “Some come here because
they ‘have to’ or because their friends are here. Those
reasons help, but I would come here no matter what.”

He added: “I think the march is also good because it
has started to make people see how many are pro-life
and not pro-choice.”

Early in the morning on the day of the march and
rally, on the other side of the Capitol, volunteers in the
parish hall at St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill began their
day at 4 a.m., preparing a warm welcome for pro-life
marchers who came by bus overnight. By day’s end,
they expected to have handed out 175 dozen dough-
nuts, served gallons of hot coffee and hot water for tea
and hot chocolate, and given out numerous small con-
tainers of juice.

Contributing to this story was Becket Adams.

March for LifeJanuary 24, 2011Day of Prayer and Penance

Roch and Yeamans photos
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TV Mass. The cathedral’s 5:30 p.m. Mass Feb. 6 will
be shown live on ICN 6 on analog channel 99; 
digital channel 422.

The general prayer intention for February as rec-
ommended by Pope Benedict XVI is that the family
may be respected by all in its identity and that its
irreplaceable contribution to all of society be recog-
nized. The mission intention is that in the mission
territories where the struggle against disease is
most urgent, Christian communities may witness to
the presence of Christ to those who suffer.

The Mustard Seed Community, Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington will cel-
ebrate First Friday Mass at Mother of God Church,
Covington, Feb. 4, 7:15 p.m. Celebrant will be
Father Niby Kannai. Call 341-5339.

The Mustard Seed Community, Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington meet
each third Tuesday of the month at St. Joseph
Heights, Hilton Drive, Park Hills (use the back
entrance) at 7:15–9 p.m. Visit
www.ccrcovingtonky.org. 

Father DeJaco Knights of Columbus, Alexandria,
Fish Fry Feb. 4, 4–8 p.m. Call 635-9863 or visit
www.kofcdejaco.org. 

Holy Cross District High School Alumni Night will
be Feb. 5. All Holy Cross High School alumni are
invited to the Holy Cross vs. Dixie Heights basketball
game. The JV game begins at 6 p.m.; varsity at 7:30
p.m. Holy Cross alumni and a guest admitted free. 

Registrations are still available for the 12th annual
Jack McGarr Euchre Tournament Feb. 5 in
Bishop Brossart High School’s Hegenauer Hall in
Alexandria. Entry fee is $20 plus $10 for the option-
al “skins games.” Doors open 5 p.m. Call 635-3651.

Father DeJaco Knights of Columbus, Alexandria,
first Sunday breakfast Feb. 6, 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Call
635-9863 or visit www.kofcdejaco.org. 

The Bishop Brossart High School baseball program
is hosting its annual Kathy Luschek Memorial
Super Bowl Party Feb. 6 at the Alexandria
Community Center. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Tickets
are $25 single/$40 couple. Call 635-2108, ext. 128 or
e-mail mgrosser@bishopbrossart.org.

Bible Study: Using the New Collegeville Bible
Commentary the group meets at St. Agnes Church,
Ft. Wright, Wednesdays for 10 weeks beginning Feb.
9 at 12:30 p.m., repeating at 7 p.m. $10 contribution
and pre-registration helpful. Call 431-1802 or e-mail
bgerth@saintagnes.com.

A new session of New Beginnings, a support group
for divorced and separated persons, sponsored by
the Diocese of Covington and hosted by the Office of
Catechesis and Formation, will begin Feb. 10.
Meetings will be held on Thursdays 7–8:30 p.m.
through March 31. In this faith-based group, partici-
pants will find new understanding of themselves
and their relationships and gain courage to discover
new life. Registration required. Call (859) 392-1527.

Mitchell Orth’s family and friends are hosting a ben-
efit dance at St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring,
Memorial Hall Feb. 11, to help honor his memory and
raise money to establish a tuition assistance scholar-
ship at Bishop Brossart High School, Alexandria.

Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home “Capstone
Event” to help raise the remaining funds for the new
multipurpose welcome center; Feb. 12 at The

048-2/04/11

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to Father Joseph Brink, retired,
Feb. 11; Father Baiju Kidaagen, V.C., parochial
vicar, St. Pius X Church, Edgewood; Deacon
Thomas Dushney, Mary, Queen of Heaven
Church, Erlanger, Feb. 16; and Father Michael
Comer, pastor, Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, Burlington, Feb. 18.

In recognition of their excellent scores on
the diocesan placement test the following high
schools have announced the following scholar-
ship awards:

Holy Cross District High School: All Saints Church,
Walton — Donovan Finan; St. Cecilia School,
Independence — Joseph Hock; St. Timothy
Church, Union — Bailey Keith; and St. Augustine
School, Covington — Logan Kenney. 

Covington Catholic High School: St. Agnes
School, Ft. Wright — Adrian Neff, Bo Schuh,
Mitchell Rensing, Cooper Theobald; St. Pius X
School, Edgewood — Mark Ryan; St. Joseph
School, Crescent Springs — Samuel VonLehman,
Matthias Mando; Blessed Sacrament School, Ft.
Mitchell —Patrick Ballow, Alexander Beckes,
Caleb Summe, Christian VanDusen; Turkeyfoot
Elementary School — Andrew DeMarsh (St.
Joseph Church, Crescent Springs Parish) and
Parker Kenney (St. Barbara Church, Erlanger).

Bishop Brossart High School: St. Joseph School,
Cold Spring — Joseph Donnelly, Rachel Johnson,
Christopher Loos, Jade Rauen, Megan Kramer;
Sts. Peter and Paul School, California — Justin
Schack, Wesley Holden.

Upcoming Open Houses
Feb. 6
St. Augustine School, Covington  .noon–1:30 p.m.
St. Joseph Academy, Walton . . . . . . .noon–2 p.m.
St. Pius X School, Edgewood  . . . . . .12:30–3 p.m.

Feb. 13
Covington Latin School, Covington

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sessions at 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
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Marquise, Wilder. The event will feature a roast of
Notre Dame Sister Jean Marie Hoffman, executive
director for DCCH. Cost $35. Call 331-2040, ext. 227
or e-mail pvonderhaar@dcchome.org. RSVP by Feb. 5.

St. Cecilia Church in Independence will host a
Marriage Renewal event Feb. 12. Evening begins
with Mass at 5 p.m. A catered dinner follows in the
undercroft. Musical entertainment, guest speaker,
dancing and more! For tickets call 356-2520 or e-
mail uacb@fuse.net by Feb. 8.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Burlington,
Youth Ministry hosts its annual IHM Children’s
Carnival Feb. 12, 2–9  p.m. Call 689-5010.

Pancake breakfast Feb.13, 8 a.m.–1:30 p.m. at the
Union Community Center, 10087 Old Union Road,
Union. Proceeds benefit the St. Timothy 2011
International Mission Trip. Visit www.saint-timo-
thy.org or call 384-1100, ext 15.

St. Philip Church, Melbourne, Ladies’ Stagette
Feb. 13, 2–6 p.m. (doors open at 1 p.m.). $15 pre-
paid tickets only. Call 635-6080. Must be 18.

“The New Day: A Journey From Grief to
Healing” is a nine-week program designed to help
deal with a loss of a loved one through death, recently
or years ago. Led by Miriam Burkart, each week deals
with another aspect of grief. Tuesdays, Feb 15–April
12, 7–9 p.m., St. Timothy Parish Center, Union. Call
746-1443 or e-mail miriamb@insightbb.com.

Notre Dame Academy and Covington Catholic High
School present “An Evening of Entertainment,”
cabaret style Feb. 17, 18 and 19. Shows begin at 7
p.m. at Notre Dame’s Performing Arts Center, Park
Hills. Tickets $10 adults; $5 students. E-mail
tixs4pandas@aol.com.

The Sisters of St. Benedict, Ferdinand, Indiana, will
host a high school come and see weekend Feb.
18–20 for freshmen–seniors. Visit www.thedome.org
or call (800) 738-9999.

The Holy Cross District High School junior class
bingo is Feb. 18 in the high school cafeteria. All
proceeds from this night will go towards the senior
class trip. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; jitneys 7 p.m.;
regular bingo 8 p.m. Tickets are $5. Call 431-1335.

Newport Central Catholic High School is proud to
announce its 11th class of inductees into its
Athletic Hall of Fame: Frank Emmerich ’58,
Margie Ruschman Barth ’77, Tony Sandfoss ’79,
Steve Kroger ’83, Nick Pangallo ’88, and Ronny
Dawn ’01. Being honored as “Team of Distinction”
are the founding fathers of the NCC Athletic
Boosters Club. The induction ceremony is Feb. 19, 6
p.m. in the Newport Central Catholic Gymnasium.
Tickets are $25. Sponsorships available for $250 and
include 10 tickets and your name in the program.
Call 292-0001 before Feb. 12.

“C Y A” Happy Hour! The diocesan Young Adult
Commission is sponsoring a Catholic Young Adult
happy hour Feb. 21 at Barleycorn’s, Lakeside Park,
6–8 p.m. to discuss young adult ministry in our dio-
cese. RSVP to Jamie at 392-1527 or e-mail jschroed-
er@covingtondiocese.org. Follow us on Facebook:
Diocese of Covington Young Adult Ministry.

Welcome, visitor

While preparing for their class feast the first-
graders at Holy Cross Elementary School,
Covington, received a visit from Snow Wolf
Lorena Yazell [grandmother of Lucian
Putney]. Snow Wolf shared many exciting
things including how the mortar and pestel
were used to grind corn, and how Indian bas-
kets are made. She also brought the fur pelts
of an arctic wolf, coyote, sheep and bobcat.

Warm and blubbery
Kindergartners at Mary, Queen of Heaven
School, Erlanger are studying “polar bears.”
To understand how blubber keeps the bears
warm, the students stuck one bare hand in ice
water and the other hand was wrapped in a
“mitten” of shortening and a plastic bag. The
shortening or “blubber” kept the hand warm!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap or familial status or an

intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.

Classified Ad Deadline: Friday at 11 a.m.
CLASSIFIED ADS are charged per column inch. 
NOVENAS are $1.25 per line, minimum $6.00 per ad. 
Ads may be placed by contacting the Messenger Advertising
Department at (859) 392-1572 or 392-1573.

Painting / Carpet Cleaning
Interior & exterior painting, carpet cleaning (free Scotchgard).

In business since 1988. Members of St. Timothy Par ish.

Moore’s Carpet Cleaning — Union, Ky. — 384-6297
PROPERTY CLEAN-UP

BRUSH & TREE REMOVAL
Quick and Reliable

Garage, basement, attic, businesses, junk/trash hauled away.
FULLY INSURED.Call (859) 635-4714 or 380-4650.

HOUSE CLEANING
Isn’t it time you come clean? We don’t cut corners,

we clean them. Insured and bonded. 

Discount for senior citizens and Þrst-time clients. 

Call (859) 331-2640.

Hilton Head, SC Ñ Palmetto Dunes Plantation
Fully equipped 3BR, 3 bath townhouse located on beautiful
Fazio Golf Course 8th hole fairway. Pool and playground. 5 min.
bike ride to beach. Superb central island location convenient 
to shopping, entertainment, bike trails/great restaurants.
Weekly/monthly rental available year-round. (859) 441-2259

859-283-5500
Serving all of Northern Kentucky

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped
concrete.  MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick

pavers, foundation, fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. —
Mini-excavator, Bob Cat & drainage work. Quality work & ref.

Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.  Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Senior Home Care
Offers home care to include meals, baths, laundry,
elder sitting for safety, transportation, light housework,

GPS alzheimer’s wandering,
24 hour care, caregiver respite.
Call Chris Heimbrock Hiltz at
(859) 344-1463    
www.familywatch.biz

Vacation Condo Rental
Destin, FL Ñ 3BR, 2 baths with gulf views. 2 pools, hot tub, 

tennis, exercise rm., close to golf courses. Includes beach umbrella.
$550Ð$1,650 weekly, monthly. Mention Messenger for discount.

(859) 344-0070 or www.Þndvacationrentals.com/11753.

Domaschko Concrete Construction
Driveway Tearout & Replacement

Stamped Concrete  –  Foundations & Footers
15 years experience. (859) 866-4758

We tailor our service
to your 

cleaning needs.
(859) 781-3300    
www.regalmaid.com 

BONDED    INSURED
Mention this ad for $30
of f your Þrst cleaning

Of f ice Cleaning Avai lab le

Buying Stamp Collections
Private collector wanting to buy stamp collections from
individuals. No dealers. Call Mike at 859-380-4323 any-
time. No obligation and all transactions are confidential.

St. Charles Village
Cottages Now Available

Ranch floor plan with attached 1-car garage.
Including all appliances, water, trash collection,

interior and exterior 
maintenance. Conveniently
located in Ft. Wright, KY 

off Kyles Lane. 
859-331-3224 ext. 201

NOVENA TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN. Oh, most beautiful
flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me
here you are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God, Queen
of Heaven and Earth. I humbly beseech you from the bottom
of my heart to succor me in my necessity (make your request).
There are none that can withstand your power. Oh Mary, Pray
for us who have recourse to Thee, (three times). Holy Mary, I
place this prayer in your hands. (three times). J.O.

NOVENA TO ST. JUDE. O Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue and rich in miracles, near kinsman of
Jesus Christ, faithful intercessor of all who invoke your spe-
cial patronage in time of need. To you I have recourse from
the depth of my heart and humbly beg to whom God has
given such great power, to come to my assistance. Help me in
my present and urgent petition. In return, I promise to make
your name known and cause you to be invoked. Say three Our
Fathers, Hail Marys and Glories for nine consecutive days.
St. Jude pray for us all who invoke your aid. Amen. G.L.

NOVENAS

BARGAIN PAINTING
$75 per room. 37 years experience. 

M. Sage (859) 291-6591

In Home 
Senior Care

Our experienced caregivers provide help with:
Alzheimer’s/dementia • Transportation • Bathing

Light housekeeping • Companionship • Meals
Up to 24/7 Care  —  www.homecarenky.com

Sharon Strunk  —  859.426.0001  
STA TE C ERTI FI ED

MUSIC TEACHER
Holy Family School in Covington, Kentucky, is conducting a
search for a music teacher for grades K–8 one day a week.

If interested, contact Polly Duplace at 859-581-0290.

Foster Parents Needed
Married, Single or Retired. $$2,000 sign-on bonus$$

Monthly reimbursement. Free training & flexible schedule.
Call Ron Hamm, trainer at New Beginnings, 

(859) 361-8963

Mental Health Support 
A free 12-week Family-to-Family education program begins
March 8 at First Christian Church, Ft. Thomas, for family

members and friends of persons with the following 
disorders: major depression, bipolar, schizophrenia, border-
line personality, panic, obsessive-compulsive, co-occurring

brain and addictions. Advance registration required. 
Call NAMI Northern Kentucky — (859) 261-4080

POSITION AVAILABLE:
Director of Nursing

Taylor Manor Nursing Home is a Catholic, state-licensed
nursing home operated by the Sisters of Saint Joseph the
Worker in Versailles, KY. We offer a pro-life, Christian
working environment that respects the dignity of the 
elderly and of the staff who care for them.

Must have:
• Current Kentucky Registered Nurse (RN) state license
• Knowledge of state Long Term Care Guidelines
• Minimum 2 years experience as a Director of Nursing/

Supervisor, long term care environment preferred.

Send resume, references and cover letter to:
srmaryfaustina@windstream.net

For more information, please see our website:
http://www.ssjw.org/TMindex.html

H O L Y  F A M I L Y  H O M E
Melbourne, KY

CMA Position Available
Part-time 11 p.m.–7 a.m. Experience Needed.

Apply in person to: Sue Heiert, Director of
Administrative Services, Holy Family Home, 2000 St.
Anne Drive, Melbourne KY 41059 — (859) 781-0712

Ft. Mitchell Duplex for Rent
Sr. citizen, close to Blessed Sacrament, RemkeÕs 

& bus. 1BR, kitchen, LR, bath, porch, laundry rm.
all on 1st ß. Garage available. (859) 331-2701
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ENTERTAINMENT

“The Mechanic” (CBS) This violence-fueled
remake of the 1972 Charles Bronson thriller focuses
on the relationship between a crack assassin-for-hire
(Jason Statham) and the ne’er-do-well son (Ben
Foster) of his murdered mentor (Donald Sutherland),
whom he takes on as an apprentice. But the method-

ical killer’s new protege
proves to be a careless,
v e n g e a n c e - h u n g r y
loose cannon. Though
director Simon West
pulls off some clever
plot turns, they too

often result in blood-spattered scenes of mayhem.
Meanwhile, the central characters’ pursuit of base
physical satisfaction leads them — and the audience
— into a sleazy underworld of brothels. Excessive
gory violence, some of it sadistic; strong sexual con-
tent, including graphic scenes of prostitution, les-
bian-themed pornography and nongraphic male
homosexual activity; upper female and brief rear
nudity; a half-dozen uses of profanity; and much
rough and crude language. Catholic News Service
classification: O; Motion Picture Association of
America rating: R.

“No Strings Attached” (Paramount) Morally
unmoored relationship comedy about a commitment-
averse doctor (Natalie Portman) and a romantically
disillusioned TV producer (Ashton Kutcher) who
agree to an emotionless sexual arrangement, only to

find their feelings for each other getting in the way
after all. As charted by director Ivan Reitman, the
predictable arc of their ascent from the freedom of the
barnyard to something resembling responsible
human interaction is punctuated by such crude
humor as that entailed when his immature father
turns out to be shacking up with his son’s ditzy ex-
girlfriend. Strong sexual content, including graphic
nonmarital and homosexual activity, brief rear and
partial nudity, drug use, pervasive bedroom humor,
at least one instance of profanity, much rough and
crude language. CNS: O; MPAA: R.

“The Rite” (Warner Bros.) Religiously honorable,
but aesthetically tentative drama, based on real
events, about a skeptical seminarian (Colin
O’Donoghue) who has pursued priestly studies main-
ly to get a free education and avoid following in the
footsteps of his undertaker father. To forestall his
dropping out, a superior dispatches him to Rome to
complete a Vatican-sponsored course in exorcism.
There, he shares his ongoing doubts with a reporter
who has enrolled in the class for research purposes.
But inexplicable experiences during his apprentice-
ship with a veteran demon fighter (Anthony Hopkins)
challenge the young cleric’s secular certainties.
Though shaky on a few details, director Mikael
Hafstrom’s conversion tale resoundingly affirms faith
and the value of priestly ministry. Yet the effort to
showcase the main character’s spiritual journey as an
old-fashioned chillfest weakens its ultimate impact.

Possibly acceptable for mature teens. Incest and sui-
cide themes, some gruesome imagery, incidental
irreverence, a couple of uses of profanity, a few rough
and crude terms. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

“The Way Back” (Newmarket) Inspirational,
partly fact-based portrayal of a 4,000-mile trek by
escaped prisoners from a Russian gulag to political
asylum in India. Director and co-writer Peter Weir’s
superbly made drama sees an ensemble of skilled
actors (including Ed Harris and Colin Farrell) dis-
playing deeply felt emotions along with stunning
courage, although “The Long Walk” — the 1956 book
on which the script is based — has been shown to fall
short of the truth. Fleeting rough language. CNS: A-
III; MPAA: PG-13.

through the Catholic Conference of Kentucky web-
site, www.ccky.org.

Father Delahanty and Rep. Joseph Fischer, one of
four local legislators in attendance, said face-to-face
meetings with legislators are very effective. They
also recommended building a relationship with a leg-
islator throughout their term in office, not just when
the General Assembly is in session. Besides Senator
Schickel, Rep. Sal Santoro and Rep. Alecia Webb-
Edgington were also present.

Father Delahanty said the Ft. Mitchell meeting
was the 17th sponsored by the CCK around Kentucky
over the last few months. He estimated that about
1000 Catholics have attended the sessions. The 18th
and final session was scheduled for the week of Jan.
31.

“I am grateful to the legislators who were able to
be present at our ‘Catholics@TheCapitol’ gathering
this year,” Bishop Foys said. “I know how very busy
they are and appreciated that they fit us into their
schedule. I know some of them would have very much
liked to be present but simply were not able to do so.

“I am likewise grateful to all those who came to lis-

ten, ask questions and offer opinions. Special thanks
to Father Delahanty and Mr. Harry Borders for their
clear and concise presentations on matters that are
very important to us as citizens and Catholics. I hope
that all who were present found the day as beneficial
as I did.”

William Jones, director of Catholic Charities, the
event’s local organizer, said, “As Catholics we are
called to a preferential option for those who are most
vulnerable and to work for the common good. Events
such as ‘Catholics@TheCapitol’ educate our Catholic
population about Catholic social teaching. They then
can apply that learning to real life political decisions
that face our commonwealth.

“I am grateful to Father Delahanty for his efforts
in promulgating the Kentucky bishops’ teachings in
Kentucky, and I am also appreciative to Bishop Foys
for articulating that famous quote sometimes attrib-
uted to St. Augustine: ‘In essentials, unity; in doubt-
ful matters, liberty; in all things, charity.’”

The Kentucky Enquirer reported Jan. 30 that the
16-member Northern Kentucky Legislative Caucus
will sponsor a meeting seeking comments from the
public on Feb. 12 at Northern Kentucky University
(University Center, old cafeteria) from 10 a.m. to noon.

Catholics@The Capitol
(Continued from page 3)

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
For all employees and volunteers of the 

Diocese of Covington who in any way provide a 
safe environment for children:

Step 1: Complete the volunteer application and
acceptance forms at your parish or school after review-
ing the Diocesan Policies and Procedures for Addressing
Sexual Misconduct with your supervisor.

Step 2: Register at www.virtus.org. To register, visit
www.virtus.org and click on “registration” and follow
the prompts.   

Step 3: Choose and attend a class. Parents and
other interested persons are most welcome. No children,
please.

! Blessed Sacrament Church 
(Parish Center-school basement), Ft. Mitchell
Tuesday, March 15, 6:30 to 10 p.m.
Thursday, March 17, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

! Bishop Brossart High School (Hegenauer Hall),
Alexandria
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

! St. Pius X Church (Meeting Rooms 1-2-3), Edgewood
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

Bulletins will begin only after you have completed
your live training and been processed. You will receive
e-mail notices that say system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks them. Access your 
bulletins (12 per year), using these directions:

– www.virtus.org
– Enter your ID and password
– Click on TRAINING at top toolbar
– Click on TRAINING COMPLIANCE on left green panel
– Click on TRAINING REPORT
– Click on (CLICK FOR DETAILS)
– Choose a bulletin to read
– Hit SUBMIT after finishing EACH article.

! February Bulletin: posted Feb. 6; due March 8

To Update Your Account:
Do you need to change contact information or where
you volunteer?

– www.virtus.org
– Enter your ID and password
– Click on TOOLBOX
– Click on UPDATE MY ACCOUNT
– Edit your information and save.

If you are having difficulties with the program, please
call Anita Geiger at (859) 392-1565 or e-mail
ageiger@covingtondiocese.org.

For full reviews of each of these Þlms Ñ go to
www .covingtondiocese.org, visit the Messenger
page, and click on www .catholicnews.com or
call 1-800-311-4CCC.

Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are:
• A-I — general patronage; 
• A-II — adults and adolescents; 
• A-III — adults; 
• L — limited adult audience (films whose problematic

content many adults would find troubling); 
• O — morally offensive.

Movie
Capsules
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HR./7 DAY EMERGENCY SERVICE
Since 1953

Fire Alarm Systems ¥ Electrical Systems ¥ Heating Systems ¥ Air Conditioning Systems
• New installations• Repair all installations
• Clean & Service• Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane• Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner• Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161                Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

Caregivers with character! Reliable caregivers provide up 
to 24 hour non-medical care in your home.

Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates.Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher —Director

7209 U.S. Hwy. 42, Florence, KY • (859) 647-6770
5643 Cheviot Rd., Ste. 6c, Cincinnati, OH • (513) 598-6770

ROOM ADDITIONS
Bathrooms, Kitchens 

and Basements

CEMENT
Driveways and Steps

CHIMNEYS
and Elegant Fireplaces

Built and Repaired

CUSTOM DECKS
Built, Repaired, Pressure

Washed and Stained

ROOFING
Slate, Flat Roofs, Shingles

GUTTERS
Cleaned and Repaired
New Gutters Installed

Call John, Jason or Johnny

(859) 586-6946
Thank you for 70 years! 

Member N.Ky. Chamber of Commerce, BBB and HBA

JIVOIN & FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

¥ All Types of Drains
¥ Problem Lines
¥ Preventive Maintenance
¥ Sump Pump Lines
¥ Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

Master HVAC #M04784

(859) 261-8269
Seni or  di scounts avai l abl e

www.tomrechtin.com

$1000 OFF
on service call

with this ad
One coupon per visit.

2489 DIXIE HWY.
FT. MITCHELL

341-1520

Bibles • Books • Gifts

Call Mike at the Messenger for information on placing
your ad in the Shopper’s Guide. 

(859) 392-1572

118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell
Chuck – 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. •  Covington KY  •  581-0400

FOR YOUR AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
NEEDS, CHECK WITH US FOR LOCAL SERVICE

AND OUR COMPETITIVE RATES!

ED SCHADLER
Agent

998 Dudley Road • Edgewood, KY 41017

Jerry Filteau
When a new English translation of the Mass is

introduced in the United States – at the start of
Advent in late 2011 – the style of worship will be
more formal. But it will also be deeper theologically
and more evocative emotionally and intellectually. 

The Vatican’s intention was not so much to make
the liturgy more formal as to make the English ver-
sion conform more closely to the original Latin, says
Father Paul Turner, a Missouri priest who is former
head of the North American Academy of Liturgy and
frequently writes and lectures on liturgical questions. 

“I think what’s intentional is getting to a closer
interpretation of the Latin” from which all modern
liturgy translations in the Roman Catholic Church
emanate, Father Turner says. 

He said the result may sound more formal than in
the past 40 years because the new translation rules
inevitably lead in that direction. 

The original translation of the Roman Missal into
English was carried out under 1969 Vatican rules
that stressed simplicity, modernity and other factors
that would make the language of the liturgy more
comprehensible and participatory. 

Newer rules, set out by the Vatican in 2002,
emphasize greater fidelity to the original Latin. 

Msgr. John H. Burton, vicar general of the Diocese
of Camden, N.J., and board chairman of the
Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Coordinators, says
there was concern “that the language has been too
laid back” and failed to convey the rich liturgical her-
itage of the Roman rite. 

The new translation shows an effort “to heighten
the language a bit” and capture “the transcendence

as well as the imminence of God,” he says. 
Father Andrew R. Wadsworth, executive director

of the International Commission on English in the
Liturgy, says a more formal language in the new
translation “is clearly identifiable as one of its char-
acteristics.” The commission translates Latin liturgy
texts into English for the world’s English-speaking
bishops’ conferences. 

He says the vocabulary of the Mass prayers “is
necessarily rich as it reflects the various mysteries of
salvation, conveying concepts which do not always
occur in everyday conversation. To radically simplify
the language is often to dilute the concept.” 

An excerpt from Eucharistic Prayer I illustrates
the difference in style. 

The version currently in use reads: “Look with
favor on these offerings. Accept them as once you
accepted the gifts of your servant Abel, the sacrifice of
Abraham, our father in faith, and the bread and wine

offered by your priest Melchizedek. 
“Almighty God, we pray that your Angel may take

this sacrifice to your altar in heaven. As we receive
from this altar the sacred Body and Blood of your
Son, let us be filled with every grace and blessing.” 

The new translation says: “Be pleased to look upon
these offerings with serene and kindly countenance, and
to accept them, as you were pleased to accept the gifts of
your servant Abel the just, the sacrifice of Abraham, our
father in faith, and the offering of your high priest
Melchizedek, a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim. 

“In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God: com-
mand that these gifts be borne by the hands of your
holy Angel to your altar on high in the sight of your
divine majesty, so that all of us who through this par-
ticipation at the altar receive the most holy Body and
Blood of your Son may be filled with every grace and
heavenly blessing.” 

In working to reflect features of the original Latin
texts more clearly, the translators sought to develop
“a translation which is clearly sacral in character and
yet not archaic in style,” Father Wadsworth says. 

Father Turner says that one of the principles the
first translators used was “compression,” eliminating
repetitive phrasing. “That lent a vigor to the first
translation, but it did eliminate some of the style and
content of the original prayers.” 

He acknowledges criticisms of some of the long,
complex sentences in the new translation, especially
in the collects, the prayers at the beginning of Mass. 

Jerry Filteau has covered liturgical issues in the
Catholic press since 1973, Þrst for Catholic News
Service and, since his retirement there in 2007, for
National Catholic Reporter.

Liturgy will be more formal, theologically deeper 

CNS photo/Archbishop Terrence Prendergast
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NEWS BRIEFS

Local
Acting president of Notre 
Dame Academy appointed

PARK HILLS — The Sisters of Notre Dame announced
Jan. 26 the appointment of Sister Marla Monahan as acting
president of Notre Dame Academy during the interim period
while a search process is underway for a new president. The
appointment was effective Jan. 31. The Sisters of Notre Dame
said in a press release that they are extremely grateful to
Sister of Notre Dame Mary Shauna Bankemper, who has
served as president of NDA for the past five and a half years.
Sister Mary Shauna was recently elected to serve in the
General Government of the Sisters of Notre Dame in Rome,
Italy. In 2006, the school began the president/principal model
of leadership. Dr. Laura Koehl will continue as principal of
the all-girls academy, while the school board will begin a
search process for a new president. Sister Marla will also con-
tinue in her role as provincial for the Sisters of Notre Dame
Covington Province. An open house for Sister Shauna is
scheduled for Feb. 6 from 1 p.m.-4 p.m. at St. Joseph Heights;
open to the public, no reservations required.

National/World
CHA president affirms bishop’s
role in health directives

WASHINGTON — In an exchange of letters with the
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, the
head of the Catholic Health Association has affirmed that
the local bishop is the “authoritative interpreter” of the eth-
ical and religious directives that guide Catholic health care.
Sister Carol Keehan, a Daughter of Charity who is CHA
president and CEO, said her organization “has a sincere
desire to work with the church and individual bishops to
understand as clearly as possible clinical issues and bring
the majesty of the church’s teaching to that.” In response to
the letter, Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New York,

USCCB president, said the church must “speak with one
voice” against the “increasing political and social pressures
that are trying to force the church to compromise her prin-
ciples,” including “the problem of illegitimate government
intrusion in our health care ministries.” The letters followed
telephone conversations among Sister Carol, Archbishop
Dolan and Bishop Robert N. Lynch of St. Petersburg, Fla.,
who serves on the CHA board. Bishop Kevin W. Vann of
Fort Worth, Texas, the bishops’ liaison to CHA, “was also
part of the consultation,” according to a USCCB news
release. CHA and the USCCB took opposing stands on
whether the health reform bill passed last March would
adequately protect against the possibility of federal funding
of abortion and guard the conscience rights of health care
providers and institutions.

CRS moves some staff 
to Jordan from Egypt

JERUSALEM — Catholic Relief Services’ international
staff and their families in Cairo were evacuated as pro-
democracy demonstrations entered their seventh day. “Our
current thinking is that we will be out for no more than two
days,” CRS country representative Jason Berlanger said in
a phone interview with Catholic News Service Jan. 31 as he
was on his way to Cairo’s international airport with his wife
and two children. He said he was traveling with two other
American staff members and their dependents and the
group planned to fly to Amman, Jordan. However, flights to
the Jordanian capital were unavailable late Jan. 30 and
were not expected to resume soon, according to news
reports. About 25 Egyptian staff members of the U.S. bish-
ops’ aid and development agency remained at home,
Berlanger said. One Palestinian staff member was sched-
uled to leave for Amman as well, he said. The CRS office
was closed for the Egyptian Friday-Saturday weekend Jan.
28 and 29, but did not reopen Jan. 30, Berlanger said. “The
office is closed today (Jan. 31) and tomorrow (Feb. 1) and
we are monitoring the situation,” Berlanger said. “It is just
a wait and see situation,” he said.

Curia Contacts
Website: www.covingtondiocese.org

Office Hours: 
Mon. through Fri.  —  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Vicar General/Moderator of the Curia: Msgr.
Michael Due, (859) 392-1510; swagner@
covingtondiocese.org

Archives: Thomas Ward, Archivist , 
(859) 538-1176; tward@covingtondiocese.org

Buildings and Property (includes Cemetery Office):
Donald Knochelmann, Director , (859) 392-1585; 
dknochelmann@covingtondiocese.org

Catechesis and Formation: Isaak Isaak, Director , 
(859) 392-1533; mwest@covingtondiocese.org

Catholic Schools: Michael Clines, 
Superintendent of Schools, (859) 392-1530; 
jdavis@covingtondiocese.org

Chancery: (859) 392-1510; 
swagner@covingtondiocese.org

Catholic Charities: William Jones, Director , 
(859) 581-8974; bjones@covingtoncharities.org

Communications: Timothy Fitzgerald, Director ,
(859) 392-1575; tfitzgerald@covingtondiocese.org

Deacon Formation: Msgr. William Neuhaus,
Director , (859) 392-1587; 
knader@covingtondiocese.org

Ecumenism: Father Ronald Ketteler , Director , 
(859) 392-1511; ronald.ketteler@thomasmore.edu

Family Life (Catechesis and Formation):
Isaak Isaak, Director , (859) 392-1533; 
mwest@covingtondiocese.org

Finance: Dale Henson, Chief Financial OfÞcer,
(859) 392-1550; nhopkins@covingtondiocese.org

Hispanic Ministry: Father John Cahill, Pastor, Cristo
Rey Parish, (859) 538-1175; jcahill@nkymail.net

Human Resources: Stephen Koplyay, Personnel;
(859) 392-1534; skoplyay@covingtondiocese.org

Marydale: Deacon Paul Yancey, Director;
(859) 371-4224; director@marydaleretreat.com

Messenger: Timothy Fitzgerald, Editor/General
Manager; (859) 392-1570; 
messenger@covingtondiocese.org

Mission (Stewardship): Michael Murray , Director;
(859) 392-1540; mmurray@covingtondiocese.org

Priests’ Continuing Education: Msgr. Michael Due,
Vicar General; (859) 392-1511; 
swagner@covingtondiocese.org
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