
Terry McGuire
Ask a Catholic liturgist where Catholics Þnd their identi-

ty, and the answer comes without hesitation: the Mass.
ÒItÕs where we are most ÔChurch,Õ if you will; where we are

most the body of Christ,Ó says
Msgr. John Burton, chair of the
board of directors of the
Federation of Diocesan
Liturgical Commissions. ÒThe
Mass is at the very heart of our
Christian experience.Ó

For Precious Blood Sister
Joyce Ann Zimmerman, direc-
tor of the Institute for
Liturgical Ministry in Dayton,
Ohio, the Mass is far more
than a Sunday obligation or
even a mere ritual.

ÒWe cannot be Roman
Catholic without Mass,Ó she
says. ÒMass actually deÞnes for
us who we are as baptized
members of the body of
Christ.Ó

And that, the two liturgists
say, is why the Mass is so
important to Catholicism.

Sister Joyce Ann notes that
the Mass is where Christ gives
himself to us in word and
sacrament, offering his Òtotal
self-giving loveÓ that marks his
divinity and humanity. ÒThat
total self-giving is what our life
as baptized people is also all
about,Ó she says. At Mass, Òwe
enter into and rehearse who
we are to be and how we are to
be as the visible presence of
Christ in the world today.Ó

CatholicsÕ participation in
the celebration of the Mass is a
celebration of salvation, says
Sister Janet Baxendale of the
Sisters of Charity, a professor
of liturgy at St. Joseph Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y. 

ÒThis is one of the primary reasons that the Mass is at the
center of our life as Catholics,Ó Sister Janet says. ÒThe bread
and wine offered on the altar truly become the body and
blood of Christ which was sacriÞced for our salvation. This
Eucharistic food nourishes us spiritually. It is our food for
the journey of life.Ó

The three liturgists note that upcoming changes to the

English translation of the Roman Missal may likely cause
concern among some because of the deeply personal way in
which the Mass touches people.

Some tend to become very protective in the face of change,
Sister Joyce Ann says. But the
liturgy is a communal gather-
ing and not an individual
event. When a person comes
through the church doors and
enters the sacred space, they
leave the individual self out-
side and join the gathering as
members of the body of Christ,
becoming ÒweÓ instead of ÒI,Ó
she says. The realization that
the Òliturgy isnÕt about meÓ
should help people prepare for
the changes, she says. They
have to Òlet goÓ and place their
trust that the Spirit and the
teaching ofÞce of the Church
will be moving them forward.

The new changes are not
being made for the sake of
change but to be as Òfaithful as
possible to the Latin texts from
which they were translated,Ó
Sister Janet says. While they
may take some getting used to,
Òthey can be for us a way to
grow in a deeper understand-
ing of and appreciation for the
power and beauty of the great
treasure we have in our Mass.Ó

The three liturgists note
that the Mass, as the summit
of all the ChurchÕs services,
differs from the other sacra-
ments and popular devotions
such as the rosary, Stations of
the Cross, novenas and other
forms of private prayer. 

ÒBoth private prayer and
popular devotions are strongly
encouraged by the Church,Ó

Sister Janet says, but Òwhile they are a help to our celebrat-
ing liturgy well Ñ to putting us into the spirit of the liturgy
Ñ they are in no way equal to the liturgy.Ó

Msgr. Burton likes to look at the Mass from a monastic
perspective, where the Mass is at the center of the day and
everything leads to it and ßows from it.

As Catholics, all of life leads to the Mass, he says, and Òall
of life leads from it.Ó

This weekend, April 2/3, the Diocese
of Covington will conduct two appeals
during Masses in churches throughout
the diocese.

The Þrst is the Diocesan Parish
Annual Appeal Ñ Commitment
Weekend.  Because of the Easter
schedule this year, Commitment
Weekend happens to fall on the fourth
weekend of Lent.

The second, the International

Mission Needs Combined Collection, is
traditionally conducted on the fourth
Sunday in Lent in the diocese. It
includes Þve important ministries of
the Catholic Church: 

¥ Catholic Relief Services
¥ The Church in Central and

Eastern Europe
¥ The Church in Latin America
¥ The Holy Land Collection
¥ PontiÞcal Mission Aid Societies

While it is unusual for both the
International Mission Needs Combined
Collection and the DPAA Ñ
Commitment Weekend to occur the
same weekend, April 2 and 3, the dioce-
san Stewardship and Mission OfÞce sin-
cerely hopes that the faith community in
the Diocese of Covington will respond
positively and generously to both
requests, as they have done in the past.

Please see page 16 for more details.
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This art ic le about Cathol icsÕprepar ing for the new translat ion of the Roman Missal is made avai lable by the U.S.
Conference of Cathol ic Bishops, at the i r website www.usccb.org / romanmissal. The thi rd edit ion of the Roman Missal wi l l be
Þrst used at Mass in the Diocese of Covington and throughout the United States on Nov. 27, 2011, the Þrst Sunday of Advent.

Please see page 3 for another in a ser ies of art ic les provided by the diocesan OfÞce of Worship and Liturgy and wr i tten by
Father Danie l Schomaker, S.T.L., assistant di rector. Father SchomakerÕs art ic les began in the Feb. 18 issue of the Messenger.
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Since 1975 Catholic Relief Services has invited
Catholics to Pray, Fast, Learn and Give, through its
Lenten Operation Rice Bowl program. Operation Rice
Bowl is a way of being in solidarity with the develop-
ing world. Every year Catholics raise more than $8
million through Operation Rice Bowl, 75 percent
of which is used to fund hunger and poverty
projects in over 40 countries. The remaining
25 percent stays in U.S. dioceses support-
ing food pantries and soup kitchens. Over
the next six weeks of Lent the Messenger
will feature information from CRSÕ
Operation Rice Bowl.

Reßect: How can you live out the
Catholic social teaching principle,
Community and Participation?

Pray: For students, who struggle to attend
school. The Catholic social teaching principle,
Community and Participation, reminds us that by
nature we are social and should be active in our com-
munities.

Learn: Silvia Rosibel Membre–o lives with her
family in a small neighborhood in western Honduras.
Her household does not have a stable income, and
oftentimes, she does not get enough to eat. Silvia
earns a small amount of money working for her uncle
which she uses to help support her family and to buy
school supplies for herself and her sister. CRSÕ Food
for Education project helped Silvia Þnish the sixth
grade. Each day, she received a snack at school, and
sometimes, she was able to bring home extra food to
her mother and sister. Now, Silvia is studying hard in
school so that she can go to university someday. She
hopes to work in business.

Give: For more information on Catholic Relief

Services and their work throughout the world visit
www.crs.org.

Try this meatless recipe from Honduras, Sopa de
Capirotadas (Cornmeal Cake Soup)

Cornmeal cakes:
2 cups masa harina corn ßour

1 1/2 cups queso blanco or mozzarella
cheese, shredded

2 eggs, beaten
1 cup warm water
1/4 cup oil
Mix masa harina and cheese. Add

eggs and 1 cup water. Mix until dough is
moist and holds together. Add more

water if needed. Form dough into small
patties about 3 inches in diameter. In oil, fry

on each side until golden brown (about 2 min-
utes). Drain on paper towel.

Soup:
1/2 cup tomato, chopped
1/2 cup white onion, chopped
1/4 cup green bell pepper, chopped
1/4 cup oil
5 cups water
1 vegetable bouillon cube
1/2 tsp cumin
1 1/2 Tbsp masa harina corn ßour
1/4 cup chopped cilantro
Fry tomato, onion, and pepper in oil until tender.

Add water, bouillon cube, and cumin. Slowly stir in
masa harina to thicken soup. Bring to boil, then
lower to medium heat. Add cilantro. Add cornmeal
cakes carefully so they do not break. Simmer for 20
minutes. Serve over white rice, with lime wedges.

Operation Rice Bowl Ñ
Pray, fast, learn and give

OVER
65YEARS!

ASK ABOUT OUR SENIOR DISCOUNT

Ñ All Phases of Remodeling & Repair Ñ
FULLY INSURED

Rome expecting at least
300,000 pilgrims for
John PaulÕs beatiÞcation

Cindy Wooden
Cathol ic News Service

ROME Ñ Church and local government organizers
are planning to accommodate at least 300,000 people
in St. PeterÕs Square and the surrounding area for
Pope John Paul IIÕs beatiÞcation Mass May 1.

Msgr. Liberio Andreatta, head of Opera Romana
Pellegrinaggi, the Vatican-related pilgrimage agency,
told reporters March 29, ÒRome is ready to welcome
every pilgrim who wants to come. Earlier, newspa-
pers published megalithic numbers and said every
hotel is booked. ThatÕs not true.Ó

Father Cesare Atuire of Opera Romana
Pellegrinaggi said as soon as Pope Benedict XVI
announced the beatiÞcation date, travel agents and
others booked large blocks of hotel rooms. Now that
the beatiÞcation is just a month away, they have a
more precise idea of how many rooms they will need
and so they are freeing up the extras.

In addition, he said, two campgrounds outside of
Rome will be reserved for pilgrims who want to keep
their costs to a minimum. The commuter trains,
which usually do not run on weekends, will be on a
special schedule to get them to the prayer vigil April
30 in RomeÕs Circus Maximus and to the Mass the
next morning.

Because the pope is the bishop of Rome and the
pilgrims will spend most of their time in Rome, not at
the Vatican, the Diocese of Rome is responsible for
much of the cost of the event, Msgr. Andreatta said.

The diocese is passing the collection basket to
large Italian companies to come up with at least $1.7
million to cover the costs of handling 300,000 pil-
grims for the beatiÞcation, Msgr. Andreatta said.

(Continued on page 14)



Carol Glatz
Cathol ic News Service

VATICAN CITY  Ñ The sacrament of confession
can be a teaching moment for both priest and peni-
tent, Pope Benedict XVI said.

While penitents can discover grace and hope from
GodÕs love and forgive-
ness, priests hearing con-
fession can be inspired to
be more honest, humble
and transparent about
their own sins, he said.

The pope made his com-
ments during an audience
March 25 with partici-
pants attending a course
sponsored by the Apostolic
Penitentiary Ñ a Vatican
court that that handles
issues related to the
sacrament of penance.

The pope said confes-
sors can learn so much from Òexemplary penitents
about their spiritual life, the seriousness with which
they examine their conscience, about their trans-
parency in recognizing their own sins and their docil-
ity toward Church teaching and recommendations
from the confessor.Ó

ÒWe can learn great lessons about humility and
faithÓ when administering the sacrament of penance,
the pope said.

A priestÕs faith in God and in GodÕs mercy can be
strengthened every time he assists and witnesses
true Òmiracles of conversion,Ó he said.

By hearing confession, a priest will Òvisit the
depths of the human heart, even its darker side,Ó
which can test the faith of priests just like it tests
other peopleÕs faith, said the pope. On the other hand,
it also can foster the certainty that evil never has the
last word and that God and his mercy make all things

new, he said.
People not only learn

about humility and recog-
nize their own fragility
when confessing their sins,
they become aware of their
need for GodÕs forgiveness
and of the fact that divine
grace can transform their
lives, he said.

In a world Òmarked by
noise, distraction and soli-
tude, the conversation
between penitent and con-
fessor can be one of the
few, if not the only, occa-

sion to be really and completely listened to,Ó he said.
The relativism of modern times has weakened

peopleÕs knowledge of their true being, which in turn
has led to people no longer practicing the sacrament
of penance, the pope said.

Yet examining oneÕs conscience in confession has
enormous value because it teaches people to Òtake a
sincere look at their existence and confront it with
the truth of the Gospel and evaluate it with parame-
ters that are not just man-made, but that emerge
from divine revelation,Ó he said.
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Sign of Peace
Pr iest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: And with your spirit.

Pr iest: Let us offer each other the sign
of peace.

Sign of Peace
The highly nuanced and simple

beauty of the ritual in the Roman
Catholic liturgy Þnds expression within
the Sign of Peace. It is understood not
only in the words that are said, but in
the gesture, as well as in its location
within the Sacred Liturgy.

The English translation of the 3rd Edition of the
Roman Missal replaces the peopleÕs response of ÒAnd
also with youÓ with ÒAnd with your spirit.Ó ÒAnd with

your spiritÓ is currently foreign to the ear, but to the
mind of the Church, it is infused with an unseen
truth. It expresses the reality of Jesus Christ really
present in the very person of the priest, who by the

unique character he has received in the
Sacrament of Holy Orders acts as an
alter Chr istus (another Christ). In the
restored response we as members of
GodÕs faithful people recognize that we
are not responding to the greeting of
the man offering us peace, but we are
responding to the peace that is offered
by God Himself. In contrast, the
General Instruction for the Roman
Missal (the laws governing how the
liturgy is executed) reminds us that

when the laity offer peace to one another with the
words, ÒThe peace of the Lord be with you always,Ó
the response is ÒAmen.Ó (GIRM 154)

In receiving the peace offered by God Himself and
then turning to oneÕs neighbor and offering the LordÕs
peace, the splendor of the Church as one Body united
under Christ Her head is revealed. Within the
expression of the gift of peace we also Þnd the faith-
ful fulÞlling the LordÕs command as seen in the
Gospel according to St. Matthew: ÒIf you bring your
gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother
has anything against you, leave your gift there at the
altar, go Þrst and be reconciled with your brother, and
then come and offer your gift.Ó (Mt 5:23-24)

The gifts of bread and wine are offered to the
Father and in His paternal goodness He sends the
Holy Spirit to transform them into the very body and
blood of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. But before
we receive the Sacred Body and Blood of the Lord, the
liturgy has us offer peace to those around us, and
thereby recall that we are to be at peace, we are to be
reconciled with our brothers and sisters before we
partake of the Eucharist.

The manner in which the Sign of Peace is given
varies from culture to culture, but no matter what its
expression, it is the call to enter into a life of love Ñ
the life of God who is Love.

Preparing for the Roman Missal third edition
This art ic le is one in a weekly ser ies offer ing insight to the theology of the Mass and the new translat ion of

the Roman Missal. The art ic les prepare us for the use of the new Roman Missal at Mass beginning Nov. 27, 2011,
the Þrst Sunday of Advent. The art ic les are provided by the diocesan OfÞce of Worship and Liturgy and wr i tten
by Father Danie l Schomaker, S.T.L., assistant di rector. (Note: Words in bold indicate the new translat ion.)

Mark Schroer MD, LLC
Internal Medicine

17 East Sixth Street
Newport KY 41071

859-431-8285
859-441-0752

April 1
Individual meeting, 9 a.m.

Blue Ribbon Ceremony for
the Family Nurturing Center,
launching Child Abuse 

Prevention Month, Tom Gill
Chevrolet, Florence, noon

Fish Fry

April 2
Mass, St. Benedict Church,
Covington, 4:30 p.m.

April 3
Mass, St. Benedict Church,
10 a.m.

April 3Ð6
Seminarian Visitation, St.
Vincent Seminary, Latrobe,
Penn.

April 7
Episcopal Council meeting,
9:30 a.m.

April 8
Classroom Visitation, Mary,
Queen of Heaven School,
Erlanger, 10 a.m.

Hillenmeyer Lecture, Thomas
More College, 7 p.m.

April 10
Mass, Cathedral Basilica,
Covington, 10 a.m.

Serra Club Servers Awards,
Vespers, Cathedral Basilica,
Covington, 3 p.m. 

BishopÕs 
Schedule

Lenten Deanery Penance Services
Campbell Deanery: April 4, 7 p.m., St. Joseph
Church, Cold Spring

South West Deanery: April 5, 7 p.m., St. Timothy
Church, Union

Covington Deanery: April 14, 7 p.m., Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption, Covington

Northern Kenton Deanery: April 14, 7 p.m., St.
Pius X Church, Edgewood

For your calendar É
! April 8, 7 p.m.
Msgr. H. F. Hillenmeyer Lecture Series
Thomas More College (Steigerwald Hall)
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, Archdiocese of Louisville
Topic: ÒThe Blessings and Challenges in Fostering a
Marriage-Friendly ChurchÓ 

! June 12, 10 a.m.
Mass, including Sacrament of ConÞrmation 
for adults
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption
If you wish to be conÞrmed by Bishop Roger Foys at
this ceremony, please confer with your pastor as
soon as possible.

Save the date É
! Oct. 28
Seminary Ball
Summit Hills Country Club, Crestview Hills
A renewed tradition, in support of the DioceseÕs
seminarians 

Confession is a teaching moment 
for priest, penitent, says pope
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A contemporary apologetics

The temptations of fame 
What Charlie Sheen does not need right now is

more followers on Twitter. 
He doesnÕt need the attention he gets from giving

all of those interviews Ñ boasting about his hard-
partying lifestyle, insulting the producer of his now-
suspended hit show ÒTwo and a Half Men,Ó from
which he has been dismissed, and
making bizarre assertions including
claims that he has Òtiger bloodÓ and
that heÕs a ÒVatican assassin war-
lock.Ó 

Like rubbernecking motorists gaping at a grue-
some crash across the road, weÕve all been watching,
listening and reading about this troubled starÕs very
public meltdown. 

And that is deÞnitely not what he needs. 
What he does need is the only thing that we, the

public, can give to him at this time: our compassion
and our prayers. 

Yes, Sheen is hyperactively insisting that nothing
is wrong with him, that heÕll get his children back,
that the only drug heÕs high on is Òthe drug called
Charlie Sheen,Ó that the two young porn stars he
lives with have a Òmagical presenceÓ that makes

him feel Òalive and focused.Ó 
If thereÕs any problem, he says, itÕs that people

are jealous of him. 
Well, heÕs wrong. Whether itÕs an addiction to

drugs, alcohol and/or sex, whether itÕs mental illness
or another form of psychiatric breakdown, or

whether, as the highest-paid and
highest-rated actor on television, itÕs
the corrosive effects of money and
fame Ñ Charlie Sheen has a prob-
lem, a problem of the soul. 

Last week, at a conÞrmation Mass for nearly 100
eighth graders in St. BenedictÕs parish in the Bronx,
Auxiliary Bishop Gerald Walsh spoke with the
teenagers as they prepare to face the world as young
adults. He drew upon the vows their parents and
godparents made at their baptisms, vows the
teenagers themselves would repeat at their conÞr-
mation a few minutes later when asked: ÒDo you
reject Satan and all of his empty promises?Ó 

Satan will not, the bishop instructed, appear to
them in the popularized form of a horned devil.
Rather, he said, Satan will appear as a temptation
that preys on their weakest points and does them

harm. A person whose health is threatened by
severe obesity, for instance, might encounter Satan
by overindulging in fast food. 

The conÞrmation candidates, Bishop Walsh said,
are likely to come across SatanÕs temptations in the
form of drugs, liquor, sex outside of marriage, gangs
and reckless behavior such as speeding Ñ and he
urged them to pray for the courage to resist it. 

Charlie SheenÕs father, actor Martin Sheen, an
active Catholic who often speaks of his faith, said
heÕs helping his son by praying for him, and he
asked others to join him in praying for Charlie and
for Òall of those who are in the grip of drug and alco-
hol abuse.Ó 

ÒWe lift him up,Ó he said of his son, Òand we ask
everyone who cares about him to lift him up.Ó 

If our prayers can help turn this sad scenario
around, we should offer them. ThatÕs what Charlie
Sheen needs right now. 

This unsigned editor ial appeared in the March 10
issue of Cathol ic New York, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of New York.  I t has been provided by
Cathol ic News Service.

One of the reasons why we donÕt often Þnd a good
Christian apologetics today is that so many of our
best theologians write at such a level of academia
that their thoughts are not really accessible to the
ordinary person in the pews. Apologists like C.S.
Lewis and G.K. Chesterton are rare.
We have great thinkers in theology
today, but unfortunately many of them
cannot be proÞtably read outside of
academic settings.

With this as a background, I would
like to recommend a very helpful book,
ÒFaith-Maps,Ó just published by
Michael Paul Gallagher, a Jesuit profes-
sor at the Gregorian University in
Rome. Father Gallagher has a back-
ground in literature which keeps him
sensitive to the kind of language which
can speak to the popular mind and still
remain the language of depth and soul.
ThatÕs the gift he brings to this book.

What Father Gallagher does in
ÒFaith-MapsÓ is take 10 major
Christian thinkers (John Henry Newman, Maurice
Blondel, Karl Rahner, Hans Urs von Balthasar,
Bernard Lonergan, Flannery OÕConnor, Dorothee
Soelle, Charles Taylor, Pieranglo Sequeri and Pope
Benedict XVI) and write a brief chapter on each of
them within which he explains, in lay terms, the ker-
nel of their major insight. Moreover he does this with
a certain apologetic intent, that is, to have each of
them deliver a short, clear challenge to our genera-
tion, especially as pertains to our struggle with faith
and with Church. And in doing this, Father
Gallagher proves himself a both gifted and unbiased
teacher: He lays out the central concepts of these
thinkers in a way that, for the most part at least, is
accessible to the non-professional and in a way that
doesnÕt fall into either liberal or conservative bias.

I heartily recommend the book for all who want
to familiarize themselves with these great thinkers
and who are willing to let themselves be stretched a
bit intellectually. I recommend it particularly to
anyone who is struggling intellectually with his or

her faith. This is a book on adult apolo-
getics.

Allow me just one example of Father
GallagherÕs genius in his selection of
thinker, theme and challenge: In out-
lining some of the major themes in the
thinking of Han Urs von Balthasar he
writes:

ÒModern thinking has been dominat-
ed by the Ôturn of the subjectÕ. Insofar
as Balthasar tried to purify the excess-
es of this school and to initiate a
Ôreturn to the objectÕ, his work ques-
tions deeply rooted assumptions in the
culture around us and even in our per-
sonal living of faith. Under the inßu-
ence of my literary training (a parallel
to Balthasar) and then in the cultural

revolution that religious life experienced in the
1960s and 1970s, my spirituality certainly became
more subjective. Quietly, a whole tradition of asceti-
cism was set aside, not only in the sense of abandon-
ing external austerities, but of allowing self-fulÞll-
ment to replace self-sacriÞce as a core value. Our
generation discovered self-expression and affectivity.
All this was exciting and worthwhile, and yet, on
reßection, in danger of being one-sided. Almost
imperceptibly we came to live a new set of priorities,
where the subjective aspect of religion became
stronger than the objective. Even prayer was often
judged in terms of experience (initially a positive
revaluing of a neglected dimension). ÔHow do I feelÕ
became a litmus paper for growth.

ÒIf I recognize how this new sensibility inßuenced

spirituality, the reading of Balthasar raises awk-
ward but important questions. His emphasis on
ÔobjectivityÕ invites me to make room for adoration
and for obedient reverence of God. This breaks the
magnifying glass of subjectivism. His language of
faith reminds me that the glory of God is greater
than any possible response of mine. The glory that
shines in the face of Christ is indeed a call to
Ôhumanity fully aliveÕ (to echo Iranaeus) but that
glory goes beyond self-measured fullness, because it
is the radiance of the CruciÞed Jesus as Risen Lord.
It stands over against me rather as a great work of
art, that moves me, but is always itself, not depend-
ent on me for its power and beauty. In BalthasarÕs
words (in one of his numerous evocations of the
experience of art as a parallel for the experience of
faith): Ôthe originality of a work of artÕ can only be
perceived Ôby the impression it gives of complete
inevitability with perfect freedom, overwhelming the
beholder, and making one say: it could only have
been thus.ÕÓ 

A good apologetic has to make deep thought
accessible, though without dumbing-it-down. It has
to make things simple without being simplistic.
Academic theologians generally struggle with the
accessibility part of the equation, while popular
spiritual writers, catechists and preachers struggle
with retaining the depth. Not many people can do
both. Michael Paul Gallagher does both in this book.
ÒFaith-MapsÓ reaches into the deep wells of 10
major thinkers, extracts some of their gold, displays
it in a way that makes it more visible to the
untrained eye, challenges us to understand our faith
more deeply, and gives us a rich arsenal of concepts
with which to do that.

Oblate Father Ron Rolhe iser, theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author, is President of the
Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Tex.

Father Ron Rolheiser

IN EXILE

GUEST COMMENTARY



Messenger April 1, 2011   5

COMMENTARY

Road trip
When we hear the words Òroad tripÓ we think of

an exciting journey. We sometimes refer to Lent as a
journey. I donÕt know about the exciting part. In his
Lenten message to us this year the Holy Father
refers to the Church communityÕs
Òjourney in purifying the spirit.Ó

A journey is an underlying theme in
our Scripture readings for the second
Sunday of Lent. In the Þrst reading
from Genesis God tells Abram to jour-
ney to a new land. Abram listens and complies.
Showing his trust in God he eventually became our
Father in Faith.

The Gospel reading recounts JesusÕ transÞgura-
tion. Jesus has begun his road trip or journey to
Jerusalem and the cross. Just ahead of the account
of the transÞguration in MatthewÕs Gospel Jesus
made the Þrst of his passion predictions. Peter
rebuked Jesus for this because he hadnÕt been lis-
tening to what Jesus was saying. He was full of his
own ideas of what JesusÕ ministry was all about.
The transÞguration, with Moses and Elijah repre-
senting the Law and Prophets, the change in JesusÕ
appearance reminiscent of the change in Moses
after he had been in the presence of God and the
voice of the Father from the cloud saying ÒÉlisten

to him,Ó helped Peter and the disciples open their
minds to something new.

There is a story of a SuÞ master who was
approached by a young man who wished to be a dis-

ciple. The young man tried to impress
the master by going on and on about
his accomplishments and how good he
was. The master remained silent but
began to Þll a cup with tea. As the cup
Þlled he continued pouring and the cup

overßowed. The young man shouted to the master to
stop, saying, ÒThe cup was full and could hold no
more tea.Ó The master responded, ÒNeither can I
teach you anything. You are too full of yourself now.
Come back when you have made room within your-
self for a new thought.Ó

These readings remind us to listen to Jesus.  As the
Holy Father tells us in his Lenten message, the trans-
Þguration ÒÉis the invitation to take a distance from
the noisiness of everyday life in order to immerse one-
self in GodÕs presence.Ó

May our journey this year bring us all closer to
God and may we arrive at Easter morning spiritual-
ly renewed and refreshed.

Deacon Mike Ke l ler is assigned to St. Cec i l i a
Church, Independence.

Why should Catholics care about 
the Oscars Ñ or movies in general? 

A case of the blind
leading the blind

Why should Catholics care about the Oscars, or,
for that matter, movies in general? As a Catholic
Þlm critic, it is a question I have been asked. After
all, or so the reasoning goes, Hollywood ÒhatesÓ
organized religion Ñ and Catholicism with a partic-
ular intensity, right? So why should believers give a
hoot about an industry that seems intent on mock-
ing and maligning them? What, to paraphrase the
early Church father Tertullian, has Hollywood got to
do with Jerusalem?

Writing when Greek philosophy
was the pop culture of the day,
Tertullian famously asked Òwhat
Athens has to do with Jerusalem, or
the Academy with the Church?Ó (The
Academy was an institution of secular
learning founded by Plato in 387 B.C.) In other words,
what does popular culture have to do with faith? 

Two thousand years later, people are still asking
the same question. 

In 2000, Pope John Paul II stated, ÒThe impact of
the media can hardly be exaggerated. For many, the
experience of living is, to a great extent, an experi-
ence of the media.Ó And for many, a big part of their
media diet is movies.

Much more than mere entertainment, motion pic-
tures have a powerful impact on society, shaping
ideas and attitudes. They are, according to Pope
John Paul, Òcommunicators of culture and values.Ó

The multiplex is now the church of the masses,
and movie stars the objects of cultic devotion. Last
year, more than a billion movie tickets were pur-
chased. The vast majority of Catholic moviegoers
are more familiar with Tom Cruise or Tom Hanks,
than ÒTomÓ Aquinas.

In ÒBehind the Screen,Ó a collection of essays on
faith and Þlm, best-selling author James Scott Bell
writes, ÒMovies are part of our cultural syntax. They
help shape our language and our conversations.Ó 

For Christians concerned with elevating the cul-
tural landscape, he adds, ÒThis is the just the sort of
cultural conversation we need to be having, but we
canÕt participate if we are not engaged with culture.Ó
As they say, youÕve got to be in it to win it.

Before St. Ignatius sent his missionaries off to
spread the Gospel, he advised them: ÒWherever you
go, learn the language.Ó In a world where movies are
the lingua franca, that means being cinema literate.

In his 1995 World Communications Day address,
Pope John Paul encouraged greater cinema literacy
among Catholics, particularly parents. No Catholic
would argue against the importance of staying
informed about political issues, but when it comes to
popular culture Ñ which, for better or worse, exerts
arguably greater inßuence on society Ñ many
Catholics choose to tune out. 

Sure, thereÕs a lot wrong with what Hollywood is
churning out, a lot for Catholics to be concerned

about. All the more reason not to
stand on the sidelines. 

ÒThose who would completely
withdraw from culture because of
its imperfection suffer a decreasing
capacity to interact redemptively

with that culture,Ó writes Christian screenwriter
Brian Godawa in his book ÒHollywood Worldviews.Ó
ÒThey donÕt understand the way people around them
are thinking because they are not familiar with the
ÔlanguageÕ those people are speaking or the culture
they are consuming.Ó 

Which brings us back to the Oscars. Now, IÕm not
suggesting that every Þlm that was nominated this
year or that every Þlm that won the golden statuette
in last monthÕs ceremonies is worth seeing; on the con-
trary, some are deÞnitely not recommended viewing. 

But I do believe that it is in every CatholicÕs
interest to at least be aware of the movies that were
in the running, simply because those are the Þlms
being talked about around water coolers, soccer
Þelds and dining room tables Ñ those everyday
opportunities for evangelization. To that end,
Catholics should be able to articulate their thoughts
Ñ positive or negative Ñ in the light of Christian
truths. ItÕs not enough to say that you found a par-
ticular Þlm ÒoffensiveÓ or not, you should be able to
intelligently explain why. You should, as St. Ignatius
counseled, speak the language. 

If we are to take ChristÕs command seriously to
be the yeast that leavens the whole loaf, we must
meet the culture head on. To do that, we must be in
the dough (while not of it). Or at least in the know. 

David DiCer to is a former cr i t ic for the U.S. bish-
opsÕÞlm ofÞce. He currently is co-host of the Cathol ic
movie review te levision program ÒRee l Faith.Ó His
commentary has been provided by Cathol ic News
Service.

The readings for the Fourth Sunday of Lent Ñ
Cycle ÒAÓ are: 1 Samuel 16:1, 6Ð7, 10Ð13;
Ephesians 5:8Ð14; and John 9:1Ð41.

My father was a charter member of the local Lions
Club, an organization that helps those suffering from
various visual handicaps. When I was about 11 years
old, the club sponsored a picnic for the blind. The

Lions Club members and
their families were to act
as hosts and guides. I
was nervous about this
because I had never been
around blind people. I
was afraid that I would
not know how to act.

In the course of the
afternoon, in order to
acquaint us seeing people
with the talents and abil-
ities of the blind, we
were asked to switch
roles. I was blindfolded
and the young blind per-
son for whom I had been
acting as guide became

my guide. I was petriÞed! I was sure I would trip over
a rock, run into a tree, fall in the lake or have some
other such horrible fate totally embarrass me. I was
amazed at how well my blind guide could Òsee.Ó She did
not permit me to make one false move. It was a literal
demonstration of the meaning of JesusÕ words at the
end of todayÕs Gospel: ÒI came into this world to divide
it, to make the sightless see and the seeing blind.Ó

Those without sight are not really blind; they just
ÒseeÓ in a different way. We Þnd this same sort of vari-
ation on what it means to really ÒseeÓ in todayÕs Þrst
reading from the First Book of Samuel. There we are
told: ÒNot as man sees does God see, because man sees
the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.Ó

TodayÕs liturgy is an invitation to the ÒElect,Ó those
chosen for initiation at Easter, to begin to see in a
different way, to see the world and the meaning of
life as God sees. Because we all share in the Lenten
journey of the ÒElect,Ó we too are invited to share in
this new type of vision. We receive our sight, our new
vision, through the process of conversion.

The man born blind (todayÕs Gospel) undergoes
this process. He receives his physical sight rather
quickly; the vision of faith comes in stages. He Þrst
refers to Jesus simply as Òthat man they call Jesus.Ó
Later he offers his opinion that Òhe is a prophet.Ó
Finally, he afÞrms that Jesus comes from God.

The man born blind is contrasted with the
Pharisees who question him. As the story begins,
the Pharisees see, the blind man does not. As the
episode progresses, not only is physical sight
restored to the blind man, but he also becomes more
and more enlightened in faith. All the while the
Pharisees, who had always enjoyed sight, are
shrouded in deepening darkness by their stubborn
refusal to grow in faith. By the time todayÕs Gospel
ends, we all know who the blind ones are!

Is Paul speaking to me in todayÕs reading from
Ephesians: ÒAwake, O sleeper, arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you lightÓ?

Lent is the annual call of the Church to conver-
sion, to see as God sees, not as the world sees. On
this Fourth Sunday of Lent we celebrate the Second
Scrutiny with the Elect at the principal Sunday
Liturgy. We will pray for them in these words:
ÒFather of mercy, you helped the man born blind to
believe in your Son and through that faith to reach
the light of your Kingdom. Free your chosen ones
from the falsehoods that surround and blind them.
Let truth be the foundation of their lives. May they
live in your light forever.Ó

It is a prayer we offer for ourselves as well.
Father Danie l Voge lpohl is pastor of Blessed

Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitche l l .

Father Daniel Vogelpohl

EIGHTH DAY

Deacon Mike Keller

VIEWPOINT

David DiCerto

GUEST COMMENTARY
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LARGE SCHOOLS

Religion:
1st: Derek Dew, St. Therese School, Southgate
2nd: Donovan Finan, St. Pius X School, Edgewood
3rd: Gus Von Lehman, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
4th: Meleia Michels, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
5th: Maria Pope, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
6th: (tie) Olivia Kremer, St. Mary School, Alexandria; 

Rachel Johnson, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring

Science:
1st: Danny Klier, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
2nd: Frank Auberger, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
3rd: Grant Giesbrecht, Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills
4th: Stephanie Bolin, St. Paul School, Florence
5th: Erik Schutzman, St. Pius X School, Edgewood
6th: Monica Spritzky, Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills

Social Studies: 
1st: (tie) Madison Salkowski, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring;

Riley Meyeratken, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
2nd: Cassie Rinehard, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring
3rd: Sam Darple, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
4th: Chloe Voelker, Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

Burlington
5th: Nick Cummings, Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

Burlington
6th: Emily Walter, St. Henry School, Elsmere

Math:
1st: Hannah Ziegelmeyer, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
2nd: (tie) Nicholas Boucher, Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills;

Patrick Ballow, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
3rd: Maggie Jett, Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Burlington
4th: Nick Seifert, Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills
5th: Drew McDonald, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring
6th: Anna Rowland, St. Paul School, Florence

Oratory:
1st: Micaela Stephenson, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
2nd: Jackie Kremer, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
3rd: Clare Henning, St. Paul School, Florence
1st: Alicia Von Handorf, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
2nd: Libby Greenwell, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
3rd: Rachel Schutzman, St. Pius X School, Edgewood

Storytelling:
1st: Carrie Todd, St. Joseph School, Cold Spring
2nd: Graham Merten, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell
3rd: Kirsten Richards, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
1st: Cassidy Ryan, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
2nd: Grace Kahmann, Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

Burlington
3rd: Sydney OÕConnor, Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills

Painting:
1st: Ryan Arlinghaus, St. Joseph School, Crescent Springs
2nd: Rachel Peavler, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright
3rd: Samantha May Meyrose, Blessed Sacrament School, 

Ft. Mitchell

Drawing:
1st: Ben Darpel, St. Pius X School, Edgewood
2nd: Nicole Allender, Immaculate Heart of Mary School,

Burlington
3rd: Hunter Kasselman, Blessed Sacrament School, Ft. Mitchell

Mixed Media:
1st: Abby Nienaber, St. Henry School, Elsmere
2nd: Alex Jones, St. Therese School, Southgate
3rd: Annabell Biernat, St. Agnes School, Ft. Wright

SMALL SCHOOLS

Religion: 
1st: Seth Feinauer, St. Philip School, Melbourne
2nd: Timothy Martin, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
3rd: Kayla Neilson, St. Augustine School, Covington
4th: Caleigh Ashcraft, St. Augustine School, Covington
5th: John Paul Broering, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
6th: Jake Kleisinger, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger

Science:
1st: Lauren Murray, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger 
2nd: Luke Kues, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas 
3rd: Grant Schwarber, St. Catherine School, Ft. Thomas 
4th: Trent Casebolt, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
5th: Taylor Walz, St. Catherine School, Ft. Thomas
6th: Hunter Haney, Holy Trinity Jr. High, Newport

Social Studies: 
1st: Craig Wagner, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
2nd: Ben Reynolds, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
3rd: Jennifer Swecker, St. Joseph Academy, Walton
4th: Sarah Glisson, St. Joseph Academy, Walton
5th: Sarah Appleman, St. Augustine School, Augusta
6th: Briana Hurd, St. Philip School, Melbourne

Math:
1st: Paul Grosser, St. Catherine School, Ft. Thomas
2nd: Nick Croyle, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger
3rd: Michael Dumaine, Sts. Peter and Paul School, California
4th: Jacob Hensley, St. Catherine School, Ft. Thomas
5th: Becky Ubelhor, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger
6th: Logan Groneck, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas

Oratory: 
1st: Nathan See, Sts. Peter and Paul School, California
2nd: Jake Kleisinger, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger
3rd: (tie) Nicholas Scheper, St. Anthony School, Taylor Mill;

Jeremy Bricking, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
1st: Jill Barth, Holy Trinity Jr. High, Newport
2nd: Austin Harden, Prince of Peace School, Covington
3rd: Madison Prodoehl, St. Joseph School, Camp Springs

Storytelling:
1st: Emily Schultz, St. Philip School, Melbourne
2nd: Hannah Gross, St. Augustine School, Covington
3rd: Erin Ackerson, Holy Trinity Jr. High, Newport
1st: Patrick Louis, St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas
2nd: Shelbi Ryan, Mary, Queen of Heaven School, Erlanger
3rd: Olivia Owens, St. Catherine School, Ft. Thomas

Painting:
1st: George Taylor, St. Joseph Academy, Walton
2nd: Jessica Waters, St. Joseph School, Camp Springs
3rd: Tyler Owens, St. Augustine School, Covington

Drawing:
1st: Jamin Garrett, St. Augustine School, Covington
2nd: Addie Lawler, Holy Trinity Jr. High, Newport
3rd: Olivia Alfarco, Holy Family School, Covington

Mixed Media:
1st: Danielle Williams, St. Augustine School, Covington
2nd: Kylie Huepel, St. Joseph Academy, Walton
3rd: Noah Prodoehl, St. Joseph School, Camp Springs

2011 Diocesan Academic Competition

Church Decorators  •  Faux Finishes
Industrial Coatings • Commercial

1564 Water Street, Covington KY 41014

(859) 431-4700

The Diocesan Academic Competition was held at St. Therese School in Southgate on March 8. Seventh- and eighth-
grade students from diocesan elementary and junior high schools competed in the areas of Religion, Math, Social
Studies, Science, Oratory, Storytelling and Art. It was an exciting evening with many talented students competing.
Michael Clines, diocesan superintendent for public schools, distributed the awards. This yearÕs competition winners
from the large and small schools are:

At the awards ceremony March 8, Michael Clines,
superintendent for Catholic Schools in the diocese, 
congratulates one of the winners.
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PEOPLE AND EVENTS

TV Mass. The cathedralÕs 5:30 p.m. Mass April 3
will be shown live on ICN 6 on analog channel 99; 
digital channel 422.

St. Anthony School Drama Club presents ÒThe
Amazing, Mysterious Field Trip To The Zoo.Ó
The original action/comedy play will be performed
April 1, 7 p.m. in St. Anthony ChurchÕs Fleming
Hall, Taylor Mill. Admission is free; freewill offer-
ings accepted. Call 431-5978.

Day of Reßection : ÒA Feast in the DesertÓ for
adults, teens and conÞrmed youth. Led by Father
Norman Fisher and Dewayne Smithers of the Diocese
of Lexington. Sat., April 2; begins 9 a.m. and ends
with 4:30 p.m. Mass, St. Timothy Church, Union.
Freewill offering accepted. Visit www.saint-
timothy.org.

The St. Mary LadiesÕ Society of St. Joseph Church
in Cold Spring is holding a R ummage, Treasures
and Bake Sale on April 2, from 9 a.m.Ð1p.m. in the
Parish Activity Center, 4011 Alexandria Pk. Stop
and shop for treasures that may be waiting for you.

Father DeJaco Knights of Columbus, Alexandria,
First Sunday Breakfast April 3, 9 a.m.Ð1 p.m.
$6.50 adults, $4.50 children. Visit
www.kofcdejaco.org.

St. Cecilia Church, Independence, welcomes
singer/songwriter Tatiana Cameron , live in concert
April 6 and 7. Tajci will perform ÒÕI ThirstÕ Ñ The
CruciÞxion Story.Ó No cost; good will offering only.
For more information on Tajci, visit www.ido-
believe.com or www.stcindependence.org.

A series of Lenten talks will be held at St. Francis
Xavier Church, Falmouth, on Wednesday evenings
following the 6:30 p.m. Mass. On April 6 Father
Ryan Maher will be the speaker.

Diocesan Catholic ChildrenÕs Home Flea Market pre-
sale , April 7 and 8, 9 a.m.Ð3 p.m. Furniture, home
decor, houseware items and all of the usual, unusual
stuff. Call 331-2040, ext. 255 for information.

Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, D.D., of the Archdiocese
of Louisville will be the featured lecturer for the
2011 Hillenmeyer Lecture , April 8, 7 p.m., at
Thomas More College, Crestview Hills. The topic is
ÒThe Blessings and Challenges in Fostering a
Marriage-Friendly Church.Ó 

Gethsemani Trappist Abbey in Kentucky will host
several ÒLive-InÓ vocational retreats for single
men 18Ð55. Dates are April 8Ð15, May 2Ð9 and May
9Ð16. Call (502) 549-4103.

Newport Central Catholic High SchoolÕs gala perform-
ance of ÒSeussical the MusicalÓ is April 8 beginning
with cocktails and hors dÕoeuvres at 6 p.m. Tickets are
$45 with proceeds beneÞting the NCC Tuition
Assistance Fund. Call 441-9568. Regular performances
are $8, April 9, 15, and 16, 7:30 p.m. and April 17, 2:30
p.m.; April 10, Green Eggs and Ham brunch, 1 p.m.
$10. For regular performances call 307-1606.

ÒChastity IsnÕt Just for Teens : How Single Adults,
Married Couples, Priests and Religious are called to
Authentic Lives of Love,Ó is an adult faith formation
presentation at St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring,
April 8, 7:30 p.m. in Kelley Hall.

Gift Card Bingo sponsored by St. MaryÕs Altar
Society of Sts. Boniface and James Church, Ludlow,
April 9. Admission $5. Extra cards 2 for $1. Doors
open at 6 p.m.; jitneys 7 p.m.; regular games 8 p.m.
Children under 18 not permitted.

St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs, will host a
series of talks on the ÒLife and Times of Cardinal
Newman,Ó April 10, 17 following 9:30 a.m. Mass.
Father Philip De Vous, pastor, will be the speaker.
The series repeats on Tuesdays, April 5, 12 at 7 p.m.
in Noll Hall.

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to Msgr. Michael Due , vicar
general, April 5; Father William Hinds , pastor,
St. William Church, Williamstown, April 7; and
Father John Cahill , pastor, Cristo Rey Parish,
Erlanger, April 11.

St udents r ecei ve scapu l ar s
The third graders at St. Joseph School, Cold
Spring, received their scapular medals from
pastor Father Gerald Reinersman. They are
very excited to be wearing the reminder of
Mary and JesusÕ protection.

St. Paul Hall
7301 Dixie Hwy., Florence KY

Available for wedding receptions,
anniversaries, birthday parties, 
graduations, special occasions

For additional information 
or available dates: 

Contact Shawn 803-7905 
or Angie 803-7906

Cleves and Lonnemann
319 Fairfield Avenue

Bellevue, Kentucky 41073
(859) 261-3636

Specializing in used Rolex, Patek
Philippe, Omega, Vacheron & Constantine

and vintage wrist & pocket watches.

Antique Jewelry  •  Over 500 Estate Rings
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St. Charles Village, Ft. Wright, is hosting an open
house April 10, 1Ð3 p.m. The Village offers 1- and
2-bedroom cottages for seniors. Maintenance-free
living, along with social and spiritual opportunities,
is just one of many conveniences. Call 331-3224, ext.
201 or visit online at www.stcharlescare.org.

Friends Through Adoption and Catholic Charities-
Diocese of Covington will host its annual Birth
Parent Prayer Service April 10, 3:30 p.m. at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Burlington. The
service recognizes, honors and blesses birth parents
and their families. Call Melinda Kovacic, 817-0090
for information or if you want to help with service.

The Mustard Seed Community , Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington this month
will meet on the second Tuesday, April 12 (usually
meets each third Tuesday of the month) at St. Joseph
Heights, Hilton Drive, Park Hills (use the back
entrance) at 7:15Ð9 p.m. Visit www.ccrcovingtonky.org. 

The Bishop Brossart High School Class of 2011 will
present ÒOklahoma,Ó April 15Ð17 at St. Joseph
School, Cold Spring, Memorial Hall. Tickets go on
sale March 28. Call 635-2108.

In 1997 Missy Jenkins was shot as she stood in a
prayer circle at her Paducah high school by a stu-
dent who opened Þre, killing three and injuring oth-
ers. While lying in the ER, Missy forgave the stu-
dent who shot and paralyzed her. She is the co-
author of the book ÒI Choose To Be Happy Ñ A
School Shooting SurvivorÕs Triumph Over TragedyÓ
and will speak at the St. Catherine Praise and
Worship series ÒRadical ForgivenessÓ April 16, 7
p.m. at St. Catherine of Siena Church, Ft. Thomas.
No tickets required. Call 441-3438 or 441-1069.

St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs, welcomes Msgr.
Eugene Morris for its parish mission April 17Ð20.
The theme is ÒThe Glories of Holy Week: Exploring
the Saving Mystery of the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.Ó April 17, 7 p.m.; April
18 and 20, 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.; April 19, 9:30 a.m.

Life In The Spirit Seminar : Are you looking for a
closer relationship with Jesus Christ? Come and
experience the power and the presence of the Holy
Spirit. A LISS is being held on Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.,
April 26ÐJune 7, at St. Joseph Heights, Park Hills.
Call 991-3860 or visit www.ccrcovingtonky.org.
Presented by the Mustard Seed Community, Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington.

Upcoming Marydale retreats: April 29ÐMay 1,
WomenÕs Parish Retreat, with Father Raymond
Enzweiler, retreat master; theme to be announced.
Call 371-4224 to register. Cost is $125.

The Diocesan Catholic ChildrenÕs Home ÒSwing
Into SpringÓ dinner/auction , April 30, 7-11:30
p.m. at Summit Hills Country Club. Cost $65 per
person. Visit www.dcchome.org.

Holy Cross District High School sponsors its annual
Alumni Flower Sale May 7 in the parking lot in
front of the high school 9 a.m.Ðnoon. Planters, annu-
als and MotherÕs Day gifts available. Bring containers
and have our team plant them for you. Pre-order
forms are online at hchscov.com. Call 746-9051.

The St. Henry District High School WomenÕs
Volleyball and MenÕs Basketball teams will host
their 18th annual golf scramble May 21, 2 p.m. at
Boone County Golf Course. Entry fee is $85. Now
accepting hole sponsorships and donations for door
prizes. E-mail mkaiser@shdhs.org.

The Catholic Alumni Club International invites
young adults to a fun weekend in St. Louis,
Missouri, June 2Ð5. E-mail valksr@yahoo.com or
visit www.csacstlouis.org.

Summer camps
Notre Dame AcademyÕs summer camp athletic
form is now available online. Visit www.ndapan-
das.org for a complete listing of camp offerings.

Basketball camp for girls entering grades 3Ð8
from June 13Ð16, 5:30Ð7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross
District High School gym, Latonia. Cost is $40.
Space is limited. To reserve your spot e-mail
HolyCrossGirlsHoops@gmail.com.

Newport Central Catholic High School has posted
on its website, www.ncchs.com, information and
registration forms for their summer basketball
and drama camps. Space is limited.

St. Henry District High School will host a girlsÕ
volleyball camp June 13Ð16. To register visit
www.shdhs.org, click on athletics/girls volleyball.

Fish Fries
Our Savior Church, Covington, April 15,
noonÐ6:30 p.m.

St. Catherine of Siena Church, Ft. Thomas, 
April 15, 4:30Ð7 p.m.

Remaining Fridays in Lent except Good Friday:

Holy Cross District High School Athletic Boosters,
5Ð8 p.m.

Mary, Queen of Heaven Church, Erlanger, 4Ð8 p.m.

St. Barbara Church, Erlanger, 4:30Ð8 p.m.

St. Benedict Church, Covington, 4:30 p.m.

St. Bernard Church, Dayton, 5Ð7 p.m.

St. Edward Church, Cynthiana, 5Ð7 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier Church, Falmouth, 4Ð7 p.m.

St. Joseph Academy, Walton, 4:30Ð8 p.m.

St. Joseph Church, Camp Springs, 4Ð7:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church, Taylor Mill

St. Paul Church, Florence

St. Therese Church, Southgate, 5Ð7:30 p.m.

St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas

St. Timothy Church, Union, 5Ð7:30 p.m.; 
drive-thru 4:30Ð7:30 p.m.

St. William Church, Willliamstown, 5Ð8 p.m.

Every Friday in Lent:

Father Bealer Knights of Columbus, Elsmere, 
11 a.m.Ð1 p.m. and 4:30Ð8 p.m. Call 342-6643.

Father DeJaco Knights of Columbus, Alexandria,
4Ð8 p.m. Call 635-9863.

Father Kehoe Council Knights of Columbus,
Ludlow, 4:30Ð7:30 p.m. Call 261-2704.

St. Augustine Church, Covington, 4Ð7 p.m.
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6890 DIXIE HWY.
FLORENCE

(859) 283-2400

1050 SCOTT ST.
COVINGTON

(859) 261-2076

100 SOUTH MAIN ST. 
WILLIAMSTOWN

(859) 824-4488

*Interest rate and APY subject to change without notice. Subject to penalty for early withdrawal.
APY is Annual Percentage Yield.

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

12 MONTH IRA

1.25%
APY*

ACCURATE AS OF 3/28/11

Safe, Secure and Happy

St. Charles Adult Day Health
Program

500 Farrell Drive, Covington, KY 41011
(859) 331-3224  •  www.stcharlescare.org

Sister Mary Wilfrid 
(Margaret Mary Orth)

Margaret Mary Orth was born on
Aug. 8, 1924 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Barbara and Fidel Orth were blessed
with three more children: Agnes, Carl
and Anthony. When Margaret was
about 2 years old, the family moved to
rural Alexandria, Ky. where together
they worked on the farm, enjoying
family and friends. 

Margaret attended St. MaryÕs
Elementary School and was taught by
the Sisters of Notre Dame. The exam-
ple of the sisters having made a great
impression on Margaret, she had a
desire to follow their way of life. She
left home to attend Notre Dame
Academy and entered the Sisters of
Notre Dame in Covington in 1942.
Two years later she was followed by
her sister, Agnes, who was invested as
Sister Mary Francello on the same
day that Sister Mary Wilfrid pro-
fessed her Þrst vows, Aug. 12, 1944. It
was quite a day of celebration for
their family. The two sisters remained
best friends all through life.

Sister Mary Wilfrid spent her life
as an educator. She taught primarily
middle grade students, grades three,
four and Þve. She was a patient and
consistent teacher for 48 years in the
Covington, Cincinnati and Lexington
(arch)dioceses. She loved children and
her loving kindness attracted them to
her. A highlight of her vacation days
was teaching Bible School in Carlisle,
Ky. and at Russells Point, Ohio, which
she did for over 20 years.

Sister Mary Wilfrid knew how to

balance prayer with work. She had a
great devotion to Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. Work seemed to be second
nature to Sister Mary Wilfrid. She
was known for valuing cleanliness
and order, as well as instilling these
qualities into her students. She had
many friends and relationships and
never forgot an acquaintance. She
kept a small book in her pocket with
the names and addresses of her
friends and kept in touch checking on
their health, family and needs.

Around 2004, Sister Mary WilfridÕs
health began to fail, especially her
memory, which had always been so
sharp. It was necessary for her to
move to Lourdes Hall InÞrmary. This
was a heavy cross for her since she
had always been active and loved to
be with people. In her last years she
needed much help in caring for her
personal needs, yet she always
retained her pleasant disposition and
her spirit of gratitude. As her
strength waned, Sister Mary Wilfrid
slowly and peacefully breathed forth
her life into GodÕs loving embrace.

Sister Mary Wilfrid, age 86, died
March 12 at St. Joseph Heights. Mass
of Christian burial was celebrated
March 17 in the convent chapel, with
interment the next day in the convent
cemetery.

She is survived by her sister, Sister
Mary Francello Orth; a brother,
Anthony; and many nieces and
nephews. Her brother, Carl, preceded
her in death. 

Memorials are suggested to the
Sisters of Notre Dame, Provincial
House, 1601 Dixie Hwy., Covington
41011-2701.

Obituary

Carol Glatz
Cathol ic News Service

VATICAN CITY Ñ Asking ques-
tions about God is not a threat to indi-
viduals or society, just as a secular
society that respects freedom of con-
science is not a danger to religion,
Pope Benedict XVI said.

ÒIf we are to build a world of liberty,
equality and fraternity, then believers
and nonbelievers must feel free to be
just that: equal in their right to live as
individuals and in community in
accord with their convictions, and fra-
ternal in their relations with one
another,Ó he said.

The popeÕs remarks were broadcast
in a video message to thousands of peo-
ple attending the launch of the VaticanÕs
ÒCourtyard of the GentilesÓ initiative
March 26 in Paris. The video message
was shown in the square in front of the
cityÕs Cathedral of Notre Dame.

The initiative, sponsored by the
PontiÞcal Council for Culture, aims to
promote friendly and respectful discus-
sions between Christians and atheists
or nonbelievers.

In his video message, the pope said,
ÒThe question of God is not a menace
to society; it does not threaten a truly

human life. The question of God must
not be absent from the other great
questions of our time.Ó

The pope said many people who do
not identify themselves as believers
Òchallenge believers to live in a way
consistent with the faith they professÓ
and to reject any distortions of religion
that Òwould make it unworthy of
mankind.Ó

Many people who do not belong to
any religion also Òlong for a new world,
a world that is freer, more just and
united, more peaceful and happy,Ó the
pope said.

And people of faith know that Òthe
treasure dwelling within you is meant
to be shared,Ó he said.

The pope urged everyone, especially
young people, to build bridges with one
another, including the poor, lonely,
unemployed, the ill or marginalized,
and to discover ways to engage in sin-
cere dialogue about the challenges and
pressing issues of the day.

ÒReligions have nothing to fear from
a just secularity, one that is open and
allows individuals to live in accordance
with what they believe in their own
consciences,Ó he said.

God poses no danger to society, 
individuals, pope says
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Nancy Frazier OÕBrien
Cathol ic News Service

WASHINGTON Ñ Dr. John Bruchalski has a mes-
sage for medical students who donÕt want to use the
skills they are learning to end lives: You are not alone
and you are needed.

The founder of Tepeyac Family Center in Fairfax,
Va., recently completed a two-week, 15-state speak-
ing tour at 23 medical schools and universities, where
he shared his own journey from abortion provider to
pro-life obstetrician and gynecologist and encouraged
students to challenge those who think pro-life doctors
have no place in medicine.

The Ònational bioethics symposium and tourÓ by
Bruchalski and Dominique J. Monlezun Jr., national
coordinator of Medical Students for Life of America,
also was aimed at highlighting threats to the con-
science rights of health care providers posed by
recently announced changes in federal regulations on
conscience protection.

After receiving more than 300,000 comments
about a proposed rescission of 2008 regulations pro-
tecting conscience rights, the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services eliminated much of the
regulations but announced an education and out-
reach effort to ensure that health care providers
knew their rights under existing laws.

ÒBy reducing conscience rights, we reduce health
care access by slashing the number of life-respecting
medical professionals who no longer in many cases
have the legal right to opt out of procedures deemed
unethical by their well-formed consciences,Ó said
Monlezun, who is set to graduate from Tulane
University in New Orleans this spring and will enter
Tulane School of Medicine in the fall.

Bruchalski said his primary hope for the tour was
to Òcreate good conversationÓ about reproductive
rights and conscience rights in medicine between
those who support keeping abortion legal and those

who would like to see it end.
At the George Washington University School of

Medicine and Health Sciences in Washington, the
last stop on the speaking tour March 23, only one of
the 15 or so students in attendance identiÞed herself
as Òpro-choiceÓ on the abortion issue.

The situation was quite different the day before at
Harvard Medical School, where pro-life students
were outnumbered by 4-to-1 or 5-to-1, Bruchalski
said, adding that any med student accepted to
Harvard must agree to perform abortions as part of
his or her training.

At George Washington, Bruchalski was careful to
thank the student who identiÞed herself as pro-
choice for following her own conscience on the issue
but said those on both sides of the abortion issue need
to Òreframe the debate.Ó

ÒAs long as the pro-life folks continue to say the
fetus is the only thing that matters, and the pro-
choicers say it is all about the woman, weÕre going to
have a problem,Ó he said.

Bruchalski found backing for some of his arguments
from an unusual source Ñ Frances Kissling, the former
president of the organization now called Catholics for
Choice, a group the U.S. bishops said years ago had no
afÞliation with the Catholic Church. She is a visiting
scholar at the Center for Bioethics at the University of
Pennsylvania and Bruchalski calls her Òthe spiritual
grandmother of the pro-choice movement.Ó

In an opinion piece Feb. 18 in <<The Washington
Post>>, Kissling said those who want to keep abor-
tion legal Òcan no longer pretend the fetus is invisible.
... We must end the Þction that an abortion at 26
weeks is no different than one at six weeks.Ó

Kissling said the changes she was calling for were
Ònot compromises or strategic concessionsÓ but Òa
necessary evolution.Ó

ÒThe fetus is more visible than ever before, and the
abortion rights movement needs to accept its exis-

tence and its value,Ó she added. ÒAbortion is not
merely a medical matter, and there is an unintended
coarseness to claiming that it is.Ó

Kissling told her fellow supporters of legal abor-
tion that Òthe positions we have taken up to now are
inadequate for the questions of the 21st century.Ó As
recently as 1995, 56 percent of Americans described
themselves as pro-choice, while only 45 percent did so
in 2010, according to Gallup polls, she noted.

ÒWe know more than we knew in 1973, and our
positions should reßect that,Ó she added.

Bruchalski agreed, saying that Òthe political con-
structs that got us legal abortion are not working
today.Ó

He told the George Washington students that 55
percent of Americans now say they want to go to a
physician who is pro-life and Òthe vast majorityÓ want
abortion to be Òlegal but restricted.Ó

ÒYou are providing an alternative to those women
who want to chooseÓ a pro-life physician, he said. ÒIÕm
not sure youÕre in the minority as much as you think
you are.Ó

Kristan Hawkins, executive director of Students
for Life of America, the parent organization of
Medical Students for Life, said pro-life medical stu-
dents Òneed the support and training necessary to
promote and protect all human life as future medical
professionals.Ó

Because of the HHS revisions of the conscience
protection regulations, pro-life medical students Òare
targeted not only by pro-abortion administrators, but
also from the federal government now,Ó she added.

Bruchalski called for a model of medical care
Òbased on relationshipsÓ and said doctors must see
their female patients as Òmore than their ovaries.Ó

He said doctors who value their patients should sup-
port regulation of abortion clinics and should look close-
ly at research that shows women who have an abortion
are more likely to experience depression or anxiety dis-
orders and to be diagnosed with breast cancer.

ÒBoth sides need to take a better look at the data
weÕre massaging,Ó he said. ÒWe need to stop buying
the party line that there is no problem at all.Ó

YouÕre not alone, doctor tells pro-life
med students on national tour

JOIN US 
FOR LENT

Award Winning
Fish & Chips 
Fish Specials

to Go

601 Main Street Ñ MainStrasse Village
Covington   859.581.4ALE (4253)
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap or familial status or an

intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.

ClassiÞed Ad Deadline: Friday at 11 a.m.

CLASSIFIED ADS are charged per column inch. 
NOVENAS are $1.25 per line, minimum $6.00 per ad. 
Ads may be placed by contacting the Messenger Advertising
Department at (859) 392-1572 or 392-1573 .

Painting / Carpet Cleaning
Interior & exterior painting, carpet cleaning (free Scotchgard).

In business since 1988. Members of St. Timothy Par ish.

MooreÕs Carpet Cleaning Ñ Union, Ky. Ñ 384-6297

PROPERTY CLEAN-UP
BRUSH & TREE REMOVAL

Quick and Reliable
Garage, basement, attic, businesses, junk/trash hauled away.

FULLY INSURED. Call (859) 635-4714 or 380-4650.

HOUSE CLEANING
IsnÕt it time you come clean? We donÕt cut corners,

we clean them. Insured and bonded. 

Discount for senior citizens and first-time clients. 

Call (859) 331-2640.

Hilton Head, SC — Palmetto Dunes Plantat ion
Fully equipped 3BR, 3 bath townhouse located on beautiful
Fazio Golf Course 8th hole fairway. Pool and playground. 5 min.
bike ride to beach. Superb central island location convenient 
to shopping, entertainment, bike trails/great restaurants.
Weekly/monthly rental available year-round. (859) 441-2259

859-283-5500
Serving all of Northern Kentucky

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE Ñ Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped
concrete.  MASONRY Ñ Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick

pavers, foundation, Þreplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. Ñ
Mini-excavator, Bob Cat & drainage work. Quality work & ref.

Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.  Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Senior Home Care
Offers home care to include meals, baths, laundry,
elder sitting for safety, transportation, light housework,

GPS alzheimerÕs wandering,
24 hour care, caregiver respite.
Call Chris Heimbrock Hiltz at
(859) 344-1463    
www.familywatch.biz

Vacation Condo Rental
Destin, FL Ñ  3BR, 2 baths with gulf views. 2 pools, hot tub, 

tennis, exercise rm., close to golf courses. Includes beach umbrella.
$550Ð$1,650 weekly, monthly. Mention Messenger for discount.

(859) 344-0070 or www.Þndvacationrentals.com/11753.

Domaschko Concrete Construction
Driveway Tearout & Replacement

Stamped Concrete  Ð  Foundations & Footers
15 years experience. (859) 866-4758 We tailor our service

to your 
cleaning needs.

(859) 781-3300    
www.regalmaid.com 

BONDED    INSURED
Mention this ad for $30
off your Þrst  cleaning

Office Cleaning Available

Detailed Cleaning
Excellent references, reliable & affordable. 

Bonded & insured. All types of cleaning, weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, one time. Move-ins and move-outs. 

Call for a free estimate. (859) 727-3210.

3rd Shift Driver
Airport Shuttle Company accepting applications

for a 3rd Shift Driver, 5 days per week. 
No CDL required. Must be over 25 years of age

with knowledge of Greater Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky, and have clean DMV report. 

Applicant must pass a drug, alcohol and 
criminal background check. 

Apply at 1810 Monmouth Street, Newport, KY.

NOVENA TO ST. CLAIRE. Ask St. Claire for three favors
one business, two impossible. Say nine Hail Marys for nine
days with a lighted candle. Pray whether you believe or not.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, adored, gloriÞed
and loved today and everyday throughout the world forever
and ever, Amen. Grateful, A.B.

NOVENAS

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
20 years experience with elderly. 

Worked with many well-known professionals. 
Excellent references. (859) 371-0694

For Lease in Crestview Hills
¥ 2 Bedrooms/2 Full Baths. Large walk-in closets, washer/dryer hook-up.

Clean & secure. Senior discount available.

¥ Close to St. Elizabeth South Hospital and Crestview Hills Town Center. 

¥ Rates from $810Ð$885/month. Basic cable TV and Water included . 

¥ $200 Off First MonthÕs Rent to Messenger Readers (mention this ad).

¥ Offer expires May 31, 2011. Move-in must occur within 30 days of lease.

OfÞce: 561 Napa Valley Lane Ñ Suite A ¥ 859-341-3360
Visi t us on the web at: www.l iveatval leyview.com

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING
New installations, maintenance 

and tree removal.
Call Norb at (859) 586-8916 or 912-0340

Let us do your spring projects
Our crew has over 35 years experience in stone 

and brick masonry, retaining walls & pavers. 
Storm cleanup and tree trimming/removal.

Stan Freeman, Riverside Services Ñ (859) 393-3260

BARGAIN PAINTING
$75 per room. 37 years experience. 

M. Sage (859) 291-6591

In Home 
Senior Care

Our experienced caregivers provide help with:
AlzheimerÕs/dementia ¥ Transportation ¥ Bathing

Light housekeeping ¥ Companionship ¥ Meals
Up to 24/7 Care  Ñ  www.homecarenky.com

Sharon Strunk  Ñ  859.426.0001  
STATE CERT I F I ED

Tristate Gastroenterology Associates

CERTIFIED CODER
Coding specialist needed to support busy ofÞce and
ambulatory surgery center practice. Experience with
evaluation and management procedures required. 

E-mail credentials to brudd@tsddc.com.

Two excellent Toyota Camrys
Selling two 2000 Camrys, one red & one green. Excellent

condition, good tires, brakes, A/C, etc. Red car has
approx. 85,000 miles on replacement engine; 135,000 on

odometer. Price $4,000. Green car has 135,000 miles, new
timing belt. $3,500. Both super smooth. Great Þrst car(s).
Members of St. JoeÕs, Crescent Springs.(859) 409-2478.

PARISH 
SECRETARY

We are seeking a parish secretary at St. CeciliaÕs in
Independence. Applicants must have: typing skills
in excess of 50 wpm, excellent verbal and written
communications skills, good at multi-tasking, a
strong understanding of our faith and the ability to
work 32 hours per week.

Pay is commensurate with experience in the range
of $10Ð$12 per hour. E-mail resume by April 12 to:

stcfest@yahoo.com, attn: Hiring Committee.
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ENTERTAINMENT

ÒThe Abacus and the Cross: The Story of the Pope
who Brought the Light of Sc ience to the Dark AgesÓ by
Nancy Mar ie Brown. Basic Books (New York, 2010).
328 pp., $27.95.

Reviewed by Brother Jeffrey Gros, FSC
Cathol ic News Service

In an era when there is talk of a Òclash of civiliza-
tionsÓ between Islam
and the West, and
debates on science and
religion plague some
public school districts, it
is refreshing to read an
old, old story that takes

place before the Crusades, inquisitions and disputes
over evolution or the shape of the earth. Nancy Marie
BrownÕs ÒThe Abacus and the CrossÓ is such a story.

Pope Sylvester II (999-1003), born Gerbert of
Aurillac in 946, provides a life and time frame in his-
tory to help correct the anachronistic views of Islam,
science and Christianity as somehow doomed to con-

ßict. Likewise, the mythology of a widespread panic as
Christianity came to the turn of the Þrst millennium
are also dispelled by looking again at sources from the
period itself, and not from later interpretations.

Gerbert lived at a time before the separation of
East and West, when the Holy Roman emperors, Otto
II and III during most of
GerbertÕs career, were in touch
with the Byzantine emperors
and often married to princesses
from Constantinople. While ten-
sions between East and West
were perennial, outright schism
was to come only half a century
later than the events recounted
in this fascinating story.

This was also a period when
the ÒconvivenciaÓ between Jews,
Christians and Muslims
throughout Europe, including
Arab Spain, meant that there
was much more interchange
between the Arab world, from
Baghdad to Cordoba, and the
Christian intellectual sphere in
Europe than became possible
after the 11th-century Crusades
and the beginning of the
Reconquista in Spain.

Indeed, Gerbert, who studied
in the area of Barcelona near the
border between France and then-
Muslim Spain is credited with
bringing the Indian form of num-
bers, which we call ÒArabic numerals,Ó to Christian
Europe, with his counting device, the abacus of the
title. Of course, it was this numerical system, so
much simpler than the cumbersome Roman numer-
als with its string of letters, that enabled a more efÞ-
cient approach to mathematics and a wider numeri-
cal literacy.

With his learning from Spain and his mathemati-
cal, astronomical and scientiÞc expertise, Gerbert
came to be a prominent teacher in what is France
today, becoming archbishop in Reims; abbot of
Bobbio, a Celtic-founded monastery with an impres-
sive library; adviser, tutor and secretary to emperors;
archbishop of Ravenna in what is now Italy; and

eventually pope.
These were the days before the authority of secu-

lar and religious leadership was sorted out, or the
speciÞc role the pope was eventually to play among
emperors, kings and bishops was clariÞed. Therefore
to try to distinguish between Church, state and
monastic authorities and their appropriate roles is an
anachronism, seeking to Þnd legal and Church order
when it was not yet settled. In fact, the story of
GerbertÕs career reads a bit like a soap opera, with

ups and downs depending on the
imperial, papal and monastic cli-
mate of the moment.

In the years after Pope
SylvesterÕs death, animosities
with Islam and prejudice
against science and the intellec-
tual life led to mythologies sur-
rounding his investigations, his
erudition and learning. Some
came to attribute them to the
devil and witchcraft. His legacy
remained controversial until
modern research into his own
writing and the context of his
times has allowed a more dis-
passionate and positive picture
of his era to emerge.

The author draws on a wide
range of sources to reconstruct a
tale of the late Þrst millennium.
There is much more later Ñ but
unsubstantiated and unable to
be substantiated Ñ mythology
surrounding the legend of this
pope-scientist. However, Brown
gives an engaging window into
an era that reverses judgments

not only of the Enlightenment and Reformation, but
also of the traditional lives of the popes.

This author documents that, while the science,
mathematics and astronomy of Pope SylvesterÕs era
cannot be judged by standards of 21st-century learn-
ing, they also must not be evaluated by the prejudices
of later anti-intellectual, anti-Muslim and unin-
formed legends. The book makes for a fascinating
read and shows how even old stories can enlighten a
new world of ideas.

Brother Gros, a member of the Brothers of the
Chr ist ian Schools, teaches ecumenical and histor ical
theology at Memphis Theological Seminary i n
Memphis, Tenn.

Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Burlington, KY

LENTENFISH FRY
Every Friday in Lent 

(except Good Friday)

5Ð8 p.m.
Also Featuring Baked Fish

Carry-out Available

Come Join Us!

Route 18
Burlington, KY

Protecting GodÕs Children for Adults
For all employees and volunteers of the 

Diocese of Covington who in any way provide a 
safe environment for children:

Step 1: Complete the volunteer application and
acceptance forms at your parish or school after review-
ing the Diocesan Policies and Procedures for Addressing
Sexual Misconduct with your supervisor.

Step 2: Register at www.virtus.org. To register, visit
www.virtus.org and click on ÒregistrationÓ and follow
the prompts.   

Step 3: Choose and attend a class. Parents and
other interested persons are most welcome. No children,
please.

! Blessed Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell 
(Church undercroft)
Tuesday, April 5, 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

! St. Edward School, Cynthiana (Brinker Hall)
Saturday, April 30, 1 to 4:30 p.m.

! St. Patrick Church, Taylor Mill (Parish Hall)
Tuesday, April 26, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

! St. Paul School, Florence (Room 201) 
Wednesday, May 18, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

! Villa Madonna Academy, Villa Hills (theatre)
Tuesday, April 5, 6 to 9:30 p.m.

Bulletins will begin only after you have completed
your live training and been processed. You will receive
e-mail notices that say system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks them. Access your 
bulletins (12 per year), using these directions:

Ð www.virtus.org
Ð Enter your ID and password
Ð Click on TRAINING at top toolbar
Ð Click on TRAINING COMPLIANCE on left green panel
Ð Click on TRAINING REPORT
Ð Click on (CLICK FOR DETAILS)
Ð Choose a bulletin to read
Ð Hit SUBMIT after Þnishing EACH article.

! April Bulletin: posted April; due May 3

To Update Your Account:
Do you need to change contact information or where
you volunteer?

Ð www.virtus.org
Ð Enter your ID and password
Ð Click on TOOLBOX
Ð Click on UPDATE MY ACCOUNT
Ð Edit your information and save.

If you are having difÞculties with the program, please
call Anita Geiger at (859) 392-1565 or e-mail
ageiger@covingtondiocese.org.

Story of Pope Sylvester II corrects
mistaken views on Islam, science

Book 
Review

For the latest news and information from all diocesan ofÞces, 

visit www.covingtondiocese.org
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SHOPPER ÕS GUIDE

24 HR./7 DAY EMERGENCYSERVICE
Since 1953

Fire Alarm Systems ¥ Electrical Systems ¥ Heating Systems ¥ Air Conditioning Systems
• New installations• Repair all installations
• Clean & Service• Humidifiers
• Oil or Propane• Radiant or Gas Heat
• Electronic Air Cleaner• Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161                Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

Caregivers with character! Reliable caregivers provide up 
to 24 hour non-medical care in your home.

Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates.Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher —Director

7209 U.S. Hwy. 42, Florence, KY • (859) 647-6770
5643 Cheviot Rd., Ste. 6c, Cincinnati, OH • (513) 598-6770

ROOM ADDITIONS
Bathrooms, Kitchens 

and Basements

CEMENT
Driveways and Steps

CHIMNEYS
and Elegant Fireplaces

Built and Repaired

CUSTOM DECKS
Built, Repaired, Pressure

Washed and Stained

ROOFING
Slate, Flat Roofs, Shingles

GUTTERS
Cleaned and Repaired
New Gutters Installed

Cal l  John, J ason or  Johnny

(859) 586-6946
Thank you for  70 year s! 

Member N.Ky. Chamber of Commerce, BBB and HBA

JIVOIN & FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

• All Types of Drains
• Problem Lines
• Preventive Maintenance
• Sump Pump Lines
• Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811
Master HVAC #M04784

(859) 261-8269

Senior d iscounts avai l able
www.tomrechtin.com

$1000 OFF
on service call

with this ad
One coupon per visit.

Call Mike at the Messenger for information
on placing your ad in the ShopperÕs Guide.

(859) 392-1572
118 Pleasant Ridge Ave., Ft. Mitchell

Chuck Ð 567-1500

Complete Line of Lumber and Building Materials
Latonia Ave. at 35th St. ¥  Covington KY  ¥  581-0400

FOR YOUR AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
NEEDS, CHECK WITH US FOR LOCAL SERVICE

AND OUR COMPETITIVE RATES!

ED SCHADLER
Agent

998 Dudley Road ¥ Edgewood, KY 41017

Although the city of Rome and its hotels, restau-
rants and shops will beneÞt Þnancially from the pil-
grims, Msgr. Andreatta said the Þnancial crisis still
weighing on Italy made the diocese look to donors
instead of the local government for funding.

The money will cover building a stage and
installing a sound system and lighting at the Circus
Maximus, running extra buses, covering the cost of
the bus and subway tickets included in the pilgrimÕs
package, renting and erecting crowd-control barriers
and renting dozens of large video screens.

The screens will be placed in the squares around
the Vatican and in most of the churches in the his-
toric center of Rome so that people who cannot get
close to St. PeterÕs Square or would prefer to stay
away from the crowds can still follow the Mass, he
said.

An Italian beverage company has donated 1 mil-
lion bottles of mineral water, he said, and a restau-
rant chain has donated the ingredients for thousands
of box lunches.

Father Atuire said that as of March 29, the largest
numbers of pilgrims were coming from Italy, then
Pope John PaulÕs native Poland, followed by Spain
and the United States.

Opera Romano Pellegrinaggi has launched a spe-
cial website Ñ www.jpiibeatus.org Ñ to assist pil-
grims with reservations and information. The infor-
mation is available in Þve languages, including
English.

BeatiÞcation
(Continued from page 2)

National/World
Pope appeals for suspension 
of Þghting in Libya

VATICAN CITY Ñ Pope Benedict XVI appealed for a sus-
pension of Þghting in Libya and the immediate start of a
serious dialogue aimed at restoring peace to the North
African country. Speaking at his weekly blessing March 27,
the pope said he was increasingly concerned at the news
from Libya, where rebels supported by U.S. and European
airstrikes have battled the forces of Libyan leader
Moammar GadhaÞ. ÒMy fear for the safety and well-being
of the civilian population is growing, as is my apprehension
over how the situation is developing with the use of arms,Ó
the pope said. ÒTo international agencies and to those with
political and military responsibility, I make a heartfelt
appeal for the immediate start of a dialogue that will sus-
pend the use of arms,Ó he said. The pope said that in
moments of great international tension, there was more
urgency for diplomatic efforts that take advantage of Òeven
the weakest sign of openness to reconciliationÓ among the
parties in conßict. Solutions should be Òpeaceful and last-
ing,Ó he said. The pope offered a prayer for Òthe return of
harmony in LibyaÓ and throughout North Africa.

Bishop urges administration to
carefully weigh force in Libya

WASHINGTON Ñ As the United States and other
nations took military action to protect the people of Libya, a
U.S. bishop urged the Obama administration to stay
focused on this limited goal and on the well-being of the
civilian population. In a letter to National Security Adviser
Thomas Donilon, Bishop Howard J. Hubbard of Albany,
N.Y., chairman of the Committee on International Justice
and Peace of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, urged
a careful use of force in Libya balanced with the aim of pro-
tecting the civilian population and consideration of whether

the use of force is Òproportionate to the goal of protecting
civilians.Ó The letter was dated March 24 and made public
the following day. The bishop said the use of military force
must be continually evaluated in light of these questions:
ÒIs it producing evils graver than the evil it hopes to
address?Ó and ÒWhat are the implications of the use of force
for the future welfare of the Libyan people and the stability
of the region?Ó Said Bishop Hubbard: ÒWe know these are
difÞcult questions to which there are few easy answers, but
it is our moral responsibility as a nation to rigorously exam-
ine the use of military force in light of the need to protect
human life and dignity.Ó

Ambassador, archbishop 
discuss immigration law

WASHINGTON Ñ Though their diplomatic portfolio
includes the U.S. and Mexico being each othersÕ major trade
partner, as well as such concerns as narco-trafÞcking, envi-
ronmental challenges and energy sources, Òthere is no more
important issue that will deÞne the U.S-Mexico future rela-
tionship than getting immigration reform right,Ó according
to Mexican Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan. Speaking to an
audience at The Catholic University of America March 21
that included at least a half dozen U.S. bishops and people
involved in church and government policy work, Sarukhan
said no other issues will affect the direction of U.S.-Mexico
relations like U.S. immigration reform. At the same session,
concluding a daylong conference on immigration,
Archbishop Rafael Romo Munoz of Tijuana, Mexico, pointed
to joint efforts by Mexican and U.S. bishops that call for
new employment opportunities in Mexico and improved
treatment of migrants in both countries as a template for
action by the two governments. ÒThe human costs, the suf-
fering of our brother and sister migrants is very high, we
witness this with pain,Ó Archbishop Romo said, noting that
in 2003 the two bishopsÕ conferences issued a joint pastoral
letter, ÒStrangers No Longer: Together on the Journey of
Hope.Ó It outlined governmental and pastoral goals and
steps to address the pressures leading to and resulting from
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emigration and problems faced by immigrants in their new
lands. ÒOur task continues to be to ensure that the migra-
tion policies of our countries deal with the different stages
of the migration process and offer more timely solutions
that respect human dignity and safeguard human rights,Ó
said the archbishop. 

Oregon Jesuit province to pay
$166 million to abuse victims

PORTLAND, Ore. Ñ The Oregon province of the Society
of Jesus has agreed to pay $166.1 million to about 500 peo-
ple abused by Jesuit priests at schools in the PaciÞc
Northwest in past decades. Most of the abuse took place
from the 1950s to the 1980s, but some of the cases date
back to the late 1940s. The claims were primarily from
Alaska natives and Native Americans who said they were
abused as children by priests at the orderÕs schools in
remote Alaskan villages and U.S. Indian reservations. The
Portland-based province serves Alaska, Idaho, Montana,
Oregon and Washington. The settlement, which is part of
the Oregon provinceÕs Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion, was announced March 25 in Portland. The province
also agreed to publicize the names of the abusers, issue a
written apology to victims, and provide personal and med-
ical records of about 140 priests and brothers accused.
Under the terms of the settlement, the province will pay
$48.1 million. The orderÕs insurer will pay $118 million and
about $6 million will be reserved for any future claims.
Jesuit Father Patrick Lee, provincial superior, said in a
March 25 statement that because of the provinceÕs current
bankruptcy status and Òout of respect for the judicial
process and all involved,Ó he would not comment on the set-
tlement announcement. ÒThe province continues to work
with the creditors committee to conclude the bankruptcy
process as promptly as possible,Ó he said.

USCCB urges no change in
housing discrimination rules

WASHINGTON Ñ Proposed changes in federal housing
regulations to forbid discrimination based on Òsexual orien-
tationÓ or Ògender identityÓ could violate existing federal
law and force faith-based organizations to end their Òlong
and successful track record in meeting housing needs,Ó
according to comments Þled by the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops. Anthony R. Picarello Jr. and Michael F.
Moses, USCCB general counsel and associate general coun-
sel, respectively, said the proposal by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development to add to the list of pro-
tected categories for which discrimination in HUD pro-
grams is prohibited Òappears at oddsÓ with the federal
Defense of Marriage Act, which says marriage is the union
of one man and one woman. ÒHUD should not create a new
protected classiÞcation where there is no statutory policy
undergirding it and where the new classiÞcation ßies in the
face of a policy expressly adopted by Congress,Ó they said.
The two attorneys Þled the comments on behalf of the
USCCB late March 25, the Þnal day of a 60-day comment
period on the proposed changes. When HUD Þrst proposed
the addition of the two new protected categories Jan. 20,
HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan called it Òa fundamental
issue of fairnessÓ and said the agencyÕs aim was to clarify
that Òa personÕs eligibility for federal housing programs is,
and should be, based on their need and not on their sexual
orientation or gender identity.Ó

Father John J. Dietzen, 
leading columnist, dies

PEORIA, Ill. Ñ Father John J. Dietzen, the foremost
question-and-answer columnist in the Catholic press for 35
years, died March 27 at OSF St. Francis Medical Center in
Peoria. He was 83. A priest of the Diocese of Peoria whose
weekly ÒQuestion CornerÓ columns have been offered
through Catholic News Service since 1975 and were later
compiled in book form, Father Dietzen had been hospital-
ized since suffering a heart attack March 6 at his Peoria
residence. Bishop Daniel R. Jenky of Peoria was to be prin-
cipal celebrant of a funeral Mass at 11 a.m. March 31 at St.
Vincent de Paul Church in Peoria. Burial will follow in St.
MaryÕs Cemetery, Peoria. Father Dietzen served as associ-
ate editor of The Cathol ic Post, the newspaper of the
Diocese of Peoria, from 1957 Ñ when it was known as The
Register Ñ until 1973. He is a former board member and
secretary of the Catholic Press Association of the United
States and Canada. Following the Second Vatican Council,
Father Dietzen in 1968 began a question-and-answer col-
umn in The Cathol ic Post called ÒThe Question BoxÓ to help
readers understand the changes taking place in the church.
Letters began coming in on all aspects of Catholic life, rang-
ing from marriage and family issues to ecumenism,
Scripture, the sacraments and more. After the column was

syndicated by CNS, Father Dietzen would regularly receive
hundreds of questions each week. Tony Spence, director and
editor-in-chief of CNS, said, ÒHis great and enduring talent
was his pastoral response to the thousands of reader ques-
tions he answered over the years. He never compromised
the ChurchÕs teachings and always encouraged his readers
to look to their parishes and the sacraments for solace. He
never forgot that, at the end of the day, it was a human
being who put a question in his box and that person
required a human answer.Ó

Worldwide concern, prayers
helping Japanese to cope

SEATTLE Ñ Despite the devastation caused by the
March 11 earthquake and tsunami in Japan, Catholics and
others there are buoyed by the support they are receiving
from around the world, according to a U.S. priest who has
lived there for decades. ÒThe prayers and support from
around the world are a great source of strength and rein-
force the image of us all sharing a common humanity under
God our Father,Ó said Maryknoll Father Jim Mylet in an e-
mail to <<<The Catholic Northwest Progress>>>, Seattle
archdiocesan newspaper. Father Mylet, who grew up in St.
Margaret of Scotland Parish in Seattle and graduated from
OÕDea High School, Þrst went to Japan as a seminarian in
1970. He is now the pastor of two parishes in the Diocese of
Sapporo on the northern island of Hokkaido, JapanÕs second-
largest island. ÒAll the parishioners here and I are physical-
ly OK but depressed by the overwhelming devastation dealt
to our nation,Ó he wrote. The two dioceses most affected by
the earthquake and tsunami, he said, are Saitama and
Sendai. One priest, a 76-year-old member of the Quebec
Foreign Mission Society, died of a heart attack at the time of
the earthquake, and another priest is missing, he said. 

Donating online called Ôexciting
new wayÕ for people to give

WASHINGTON Ñ Within a decade, collection baskets may
be collecting more dust than checks as more Catholics switch
to electronic giving. ÒI think it is an exciting new way for peo-
ple to give to the church,Ó said Michael Murphy, executive
director of the International Catholic Stewardship Council.
ÒWe are beginning to explore a new catechesis in our
Church.Ó The Washington-based council provides educational
resources, networks and information to promote Catholic phi-
lanthropy and advance the ministry of stewardship in parish-
es and dioceses. With the checkbook becoming obsolete and
more people shopping online, the Catholic Church and its
related charities are learning about spending habits, said
Murphy. Online giving has increased donations for many
nonproÞt organizations. According to The Chronicle of
Philanthropy, a study of 600 charities that used such a sys-
tem showed that 79 percent of them raised more in 2010
than they did in 2009, while 21 percent raised less. Another
study showed that nonproÞt organizations that have an
annual budget of more than $10 million saw donations
increasing more than 55 percent with online giving. Those
with an annual budget of less than $1 million saw a 22 per-
cent increase, and groups with an annual budget between $1
million and $10 million, there was a 16 percent increase. 

People must choose to see one
another as brothers, pope says

ROME Ñ The Òmost horrendous evilÓ of crimes perpetrat-
ed by the Nazis are reminders that recognizing one another
as brothers and sisters created by the same God is a choice
and not necessarily something instinctual, Pope Benedict
XVI said. ÒEverywhere, on every continent, to whatever
people one belongs, a human being is a child of that Father
who is in heaven and is a brother or sister of everyone else,Ó
the pope said March 27 during a morning visit to the
Ardeatine Caves, now a memorial to 335 Italians, mostly
civilians, who were executed there in retaliation for an
attack on Nazi soldiers. The victims Ñ all males Ñ includ-
ed some Italian military, but also political prisoners and
men rounded up in the Jewish neighborhood. They were all
shot in the back of the head March 24, 1944. The Nazis
threw the bodies into the caves and used explosives to seal
off access. After the war, a memorial was built on the site.
One of the Italian military killed at the caves was Col.
Giuseppe Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, father of retired
Cardinal Andrea Cordero Lanza di Montezemolo, who was
18 years old at the time. The cardinal, who went to the
caves with the pope, told Vatican Radio, ÒI am grateful to
the pope for this gesture, recognizing that he, being
German, canÕt but help but have special feelings.Ó The les-
son of the Ardeatine Caves, he said, is that even a violent
atrocity can Òbring together people of different faiths who
have sacriÞced their lives,Ó perhaps for different reasons,
Òbut always with faith.Ó
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