
Tim Fitzgerald
Editor

Bishop Roger Foys welcomed members of  the Legacy
Society to an annual brunch in their honor, this year on Nov. 6
at Ft. Mitchell Country Club. Bishop Foys recognized their sup-
port of  and generosity to the Diocese of  Covington, its agencies
and institutions through their estate planning. Fifty-five socie-
ty members attended. 

The Legacy Society, established in 2000, is made up of  those
who have remembered the diocese in their estate planning,
through their wills, charitable gifts, life insurance, living
trusts, charitable remainder trusts or retirement program pro-
ceeds. Their gifts can support a parish, a school or diocesan
agency, or the diocese itself. The society has more than 800
members (individuals and couples), including 45 new members
welcomed this year.

During the 158-year history of  the diocese, Bishop Foys said,
many individuals have had the foresight and generosity to sup-
port the diocese and its many endeavors. The Legacy Society
continues that generous spirit so that “our diocese is set on
such a solid foundation for the future, as previous generations
have done for us.”

“I thank you for your generosity and the witness you bear to
our faith,” Bishop Foys said.

Michael Murray, director of  the diocesan Stewardship and
Missions Office, also thanked the society members, saying,
“Previous legacy gifts have helped perpetuate our ministry and
service to those in our community. These gifts are a reflection
of  deep faith and values and help us in our mission to bring the
presence of  Jesus Christ and the light of  the Gospel into the
lives of  others.”

“Planned giving is actually a form of  Christian stewardship
that provides a parish, school, or agency with a perpetual gift
— one that provides donors with a vehicle to meet their philan-
thropic interests and financial needs,” Mr. Murray said.

“As a member of  the diocesan Legacy Society, your generos-
ity and support have helped protect and sustain the life of  the
Church. I thank you for your commitment to Christ and for
your ongoing stewardship.”

The Legacy Society is open to anyone, with a gift of  any size.
Anyone or any family can become a member simply by indicat-
ing that they have left or are planning to leave a gift. Society
members may remain anonymous, and their gifts can be revo-
cable (modified in the future) or irrevocable.

Once a donor or family makes the decision to leave a legacy,
becoming a society member is simple. For more information
about the Legacy Society, please contact the diocesan
Stewardship and Mission Office, (859) 392-1540.

Monica Yeamans
Editorial Assistant

Two local agencies with ties to the Diocese of
Covington, the Society of  St. Vincent de Paul of
Northern Kentucky and the Parish Kitchen, are
seeking to keep our neighbors warm this winter
with coats and blankets. 

The annual coat drive sponsored by the St.
Vincent de Paul Society is well under way. Ralph
Bradburn, executive director, told the Messenger the
students at Boone County High School surprised him
recently when they held a coat drive and collected nearly

1000 gently used coats. Mr. Bradburn also said the students at
Notre Dame Academy were collecting coats, too. “It’s nice

when the kids really get involved with this program,”
he said. 

“The sad news is just how many people really
need help at this time of  year. The good news is how
our wonderful community responds to that need,”
said Mr. Bradburn. “It’s that time of  year where you

can once again help your neighbor survive the
Northern Kentucky winter.”

Coats can be donated at any of  the following locations:
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At the Legacy Society brunch Nov. 6 Bishop Roger Foys gathered with new members of  the society. From left are Dan
Groneck, Barbara Rawe and her husband Tim, Eva Farris and Bishop Foys; to Bishop Foys’ left are Marna Zalla and
her husband Dr. James Zalla; Father Daniel Schomaker, assistant to the bishop; and Michael Murray, director of  the
diocesan Stewardship and Mission Office, whose office coordinates the society.

(Continued on page 13)
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Laura Keener
Assistant Editor

Bishop Roger Foys instituted and installed David
Wegert to the Ministry of  Acolyte Nov. 5 at St. Joseph
Church, Cold Spring (left). Mr. Wegert becomes the dio-
cese’s third instituted acolyte. During his episcopal
visit at St. Patrick Church, Taylor Mill, Oct. 29-30,
Bishop Foys instituted and installed Paul Washnock to
the Ministry of  Acolyte (below). David Arnold of  Holy
Cross Church, Latonia, is also an instituted acolyte.

In his homily Bishop Foys explained that, before
Vatican II, the ministry of  instituted acolyte was one of
four minor orders reserved for seminarians preparing
for the priesthood. Those orders were porter, lector,
exorcist and acolyte. Today, only the orders of  lector
and acolyte remain and are available to laymen.

An instituted acolyte serves at the altar by lighting
candles, assisting the deacon with the water and wine,
distributing the precious Body and Blood as an extraor-
dinary minister and cleansing the sacred vessels.

Bishop Foys instituted
two men to the Ministry
of  Acolyte for diocese

Nov. 11            
Individual meeting, 2:30 p.m.

Nov. 12
ACUE Gala, Newport Syndicate, 6 p.m. 

Nov. 13            
Mass, Cathedral Basilica, Covington, 10
a.m.

Nov. 13–16      
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
annual meeting, Baltimore

Nov. 17            
Diocesan Review Board meeting, 10
a.m.                 

Nov. 18            
Staff meeting, 10 a.m.

Nov. 19            
Bishop’s Prayer Group Mass, Cathedral
Basilica, Covington, 7 a.m.

Covington Latin School donors’ dinner,
7 p.m.

Nov. 20            
Mass, Cathedral Basilica, Covington, 10
a.m.

Bishop’s 
Schedule

Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls

Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN, 
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562 Excellence Since 1979

Correction
An article about the Seminary Ball in In last week’s Messenger should have reported a public comment by Bishop
Roger Foys at the event complimenting Father Daniel Schomaker for his efforts as assistant director of seminari-
ans. The Messenger regrets the oversight.

Keener photos
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Ecce Agnus Dei (The Lamb of  God)
Priest/People: Lamb of  God, you take away the sins

of  the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of  God, you take
away the sins of  the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of
God, you take away the sins of  the world,
grant us peace.

Priest: Behold the Lamb of  God,
behold him who takes away the sins of
the world. Blessed are those called
to the supper of  the Lamb.

Priest/People: Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall
be healed.

Ecce Agnus Dei (The Lamb of God)
When we gather together as one body to celebrate the

Sacred Mysteries in the Liturgy of  the Church, we are
constantly reminded that the Liturgy is not of  human
making — it is of  divine institution. At the Last Supper,
where the Lord established the Eucharist and the
Ministerial Priesthood, Jesus commanded the apostles
to “do this in remembrance of  me.” (see Lk 22:19) And
so the Church from her infancy has always devoted
Herself  “to the breaking of  the bread and to the
prayers.” (Acts 2:46)

Taking a closer look at the Liturgy, we see that it is
infused with the Sacred Scriptures; one could rightly
say that the Scriptures are its building blocks. This is
particularly true in the section of  the Mass known as
the Fractioning Rite or the Ecce Agnus Dei (The Lamb
of  God). St. John, while he was exiled to the island of
Patmos for his witness to the Lord Jesus, was given a
great grace by the Lord — a vision of  the Heavenly City.

His vision, handed down to us in the Book of
Revelation, speaks clearly of  the Lamb who stands, as if
slain, in the presence of  the Heavenly Throne, where
those in His presence fall down and proclaim, “You are

worthy to receive glory and honor and
power … For you were slain; with your
own blood you purchased for God men of
every race and tongue, of  every people
and nation.” (Rev. 4:11; 5:9)

The Jews used to offer the blood of
animals, and particularly an unblem-
ished lamb on the Feast of  Passover, in
the temple as recompense for sin. Jesus
Christ has redeemed the world with the
sacrifice of  his own blood – he is the holy
and pure sacrificial lamb for all eternity.

No longer is the blood of  animals needed to make repa-
ration for sin. The blood of  the Son of  God has washed
us clean. Yet knowing that we are still sinners and
unworthy to receive the gift of  God Himself  in the
Eucharist, we as one united body proclaim, “Lamb of
God, you take away the sins of  the world, have mercy on
us.” So important is this recognition of  Jesus’ sacrifice
for the sins of  the world, once and for all, that we repeat
this prayer three times focusing our mind on our
redemption and on God’s great and eternal mercy and
peace.

And as the faithful fall to their knees in adoration,
the priest shows the Blessed Sacrament again, while he
echoes the words of  John the Baptist and the Book of
Revelation by saying, “Behold the Lamb of  God, behold
him who takes away the sins of  the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of  the Lamb.” (Jn 1:29; Rev
19:9) The words of  the revised translation of  the 3rd
Edition of  the Roman Missal draw out the reality that
what appears to be a piece of  bread, is in reality the

Lamb of  God — Jesus Himself !
Then, in humble supplication the priest together

with the faithful echo the words of  the centurion in St.
Luke’s Gospel, who recognizing his own unworthiness,
dared not to ask the Lord to enter his home, but to speak
a word and heal his servant: “Lord, I am not worthy that
you should enter under my roof, but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.” (Lk 7:6-7) This is a final
recognition before we receive Holy Communion — He is
God and we are not.

Preparing for the Roman Missal third edition
This article continues a repeat of  the series that originally ran from Feb. 18 to July 1. The essays have been provided

by the diocesan Office of  Worship and Liturgy and written by Father Daniel Schomaker, S.T.L., assistant director. They
offer insight to the theology of  the Mass and to the new translation of  the Roman Missal. The new translation will be
used for the first time beginning Nov. 27, the first Sunday of  Advent. (Note: Words in bold indicate the new translation.)

Annual Cemetery 
Visitation Day Services
Each year a prayer service is held at
each of the cemeteries in the Diocese
of Covington. This is a special time to

remember loved ones, especially those that have
passed away during the last year.

Sunday, Nov. 20, 2011
St. John Cemetery, Carrollton.....................10 a.m.

Official Assignments
Effective: Nov. 2, 2011

Rev. Msgr. Donald A. Enzweiler
To: Parochial Vicar, Holy Cross Church, Latonia

Rev. Paul L. Berschied
Continue: Confessor, Sisters of St. Joseph the
Worker
Three-year term

Rev. Robert A. Rottgers
To: Diocesan Youth Advisory Board
Three-year term

Effective Nov. 1, 2011

Deacon Thomas M. Dushney
Rev. John J. Sterling
To: Diocesan Young Adult Advisory Board
Three-year term

By order of the Most Rev. Roger J. Foys, D.D.
Bishop of the Diocese of Covington

Margaret M. Schack, Chancellor

The ninth annual ACUE “Remembering Our Roots” Gala is Nov. 12. Volunteers gathered at the ACUE
(Alliance for Catholic Urban Education) office Nov. 7 putting last-minute touches on silent auction bas-
kets. Volunteers are (from left) Lisa Faulhaber, Krista Combs, Lisa Bottom, ACUE Coordinator Jennifer
Davis Daly and Monica Freudenberg. Tickets are still available for the event at the Newport Syndicate
which includes dinner, entertainment and auctions. Call (859) 392-1584. Walk-ins are also welcome.

ACUE Gala — It’s not too late

‘Called to Glory’
at the next eXaLT!

High school youth and young adults — plan to attend
the next eXaLT! Sunday, Nov. 13.

Young people are called to glorify God in their every-
day life. How are you “Called to Glory”?

A special blessing will be given to those who will
attend the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC)
in Indianapolis Nov. 17–20. 

XLT consists of  praise and worship music, a witness
talk, and adoration offered to God who has created and
blessed you. XLT is held at Thomas More College in the
Holbrook Student Center. Evenings begin at 5 p.m. with
pizza and drinks and continue with the XLT program
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Admission is free. No registration required. 
Future dates: Jan. 15, Feb. 19, Mar. 18 and April 15,

2012. Come and bring a friend! 
For more information contact the Department of

Catechesis and Formation at (859) 392-1533 or e-mail
mwest@covingtondiocese.org.
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The housing gap

The evangelization of  presence
At first glance, the phrase “new evangelization” has

us envisioning flashy advertising, technological enter-
prises and various campaigns aimed at reaching the
highest number of  people possible. Yet, is this really
what the last few popes, beginning with
Pope Paul VI, had in mind when they
used the term?

Why, after all, is something “new”
proposed? To answer this, we first must
look at the “new” definition of  the
human person. Rooted as we’ve become
in the industrial, sexual and technologi-
cal revolutions of  the past century, the
human person has come to be defined as
one who must acquire material goods
and pleasure as quickly as possible. Who
I am, then, is not considered as being in
relationships with others, but rather
being radically isolated, responsible for
my own happiness in a lonely culture.

How can Jesus Christ be brought to
those in our world who view themselves
in this isolated way? In becoming man to save us, the
Lord revealed to us the real purpose of  our lives,
which was evident in our creation. A human person is
created in God’s image and likeness and has ines-
timable value. A human person is one whom God loved
and created, loved and redeemed, and will love in eter-
nal communion in heaven.

What does our culture need to see in the beauty of
this truth?

We need to learn the art of  presence. If  we truly
believe that each person is unique and unrepeatable,
someone chosen by eternal Love, then how will this
impact the way in which we relate to another person?

Britain’s Daily Mail recently reported
a study in their country that found adults
spend an average of  48 minutes on their
smartphones during a date. The average
person will send three e-mails, 12 text
messages, two photos, post three mes-
sages and two status updates to social
networking sites.

With a world that finds coffee-shop con-
versations with friends, dinner dates and
office meetings consistently interrupted
by another text, another tweet, another e-
mail, one begins to wonder if  an individ-
ual’s life is really all that important.

What incredible evangelization, then,
to communicate with someone as if  he or
she were the only person in the world at
the moment. Because, that is precisely

how Christ died for us on the cross — as if  we were the
only one.

If  Blessed John Paul II is correct that the crisis of
the modern age is the “degradation, indeed the pulver-
ization of  the dignity of  the fundamental uniqueness
of  each human person,” then what better way to live
the new evangelization than to embrace the utter radi-
calism of  the dignity of  the human person!

The new evangelization is not a program, but the

reminder that a person — Jesus Christ — can save us,
and in fact, deeply desires to save us.

The new evangelization is an invitation from God to
have us be his living witnesses of  the joy, freedom, peace
and fulfillment of  receiving his love and sharing it with
others. It means speaking when needed, living an elo-
quent silence when needed, and radiating his love with-
out even trying. It means transforming the culture one
smile, one conversation, one invitation, one moment of
eye contact, one sacrifice, one prayer at a time.

It begins by contemplating the face of  Christ,
receiving his love so that we can share it. The new
evangelization involves offering to the world the assur-
ance that each person was created by God, redeemed
by God, and is offered eternal communion with God.

Do we reflect the wonder of  being created in God’s
image and likeness in all of  our interactions with oth-
ers? Perhaps even the simplicity of  the meaningful
“thank you” to a salesperson, the eye contact with a
friend sharing highlights from the week, or the offer to
open a door for someone whose hands are full might
invite another to wonder how Christ transforms our
understanding of  the inestimable value of  each
human person.

The rare gift of  authentic presence offers the oppor-
tunity to lead others to the One who gives himself  so
generously in constant, selfless presence. Embracing
his presence will transform our world.

Emily Bissonnette serves as Theology of  the Body
Education Coordinator at Ruah Woods in Cincinnati.
She blogs at unshakeablehope.blogspot.com.

With the recent economic recession regions such as
Northern Kentucky are experiencing increases in fam-
ilies living in poverty. A lack of  affordable housing
coupled with high levels of  unemployment has had a
profound negative impact on families living in our
region. One of  the outcomes is an increase within the
homeless population, particularly amongst women and
their families. This past year Welcome House has expe-
rienced a noticeable increase in families
staying in shelter; to date, as many chil-
dren as adults occupied beds. 

Families cannot sustain themselves
with paychecks from low-skilled jobs.
With inadequate income, more families
have to choose between paying rent, paying utility
bills, providing food and managing medical care costs.
For many low-income families living on a tight budget,
any unexpected expense can lead to a crisis situation,
such as homelessness.

Homelessness is on the rise, with the National
Alliance to End Homelessness recently predicting that,
without additional intervention, homelessness in the
U.S. could increase by an estimated five percent over
the next three years. The economic downturn contin-
ues to impact lives locally. More than 13 percent of
individuals in Kenton County reported an annual
income that falls below the poverty level on the 2010
U.S. Census. The reality is much worse for families
headed by a female householder. In Kenton County, 37.5
percent of  families headed by single women with chil-
dren under 18 years have incomes below the poverty
level, while 53.2 percent of  families headed by single
women with children under five years only have
incomes below the poverty level (U.S. Census Bureau,
2010). These families are at higher risk of  experienc-
ing homelessness.

According to data from U.S. Census Bureau (2010)
(“Income, Poverty, and Health Insurance Coverage in
the United States: 2010”), young adults aged 25 to 34 liv-
ing with their parents had an official poverty rate of
8.4 percent (when the entire family’s income is com-
pared to the threshold that includes the young adult as
an additional adult in the family), but if  their poverty
status were determined using their own income, 45.3

percent had income below the poverty
threshold for a single person under age
65 ($11,344).

Obtaining a fair-market-rate apart-
ment is oftentimes out of  reach for a fam-
ily or individual living in poverty. In

order to rent a market-rate two-bedroom apartment in
the counties served by Welcome House (Boone,
Campbell and Kenton), a renter must make $14.46/hour
(National Low Income Housing Coalition, 2011).
However, minimum wage for the state of  Kentucky cur-
rently stands at $7.25/hour. For those who do earn an
income, the average shelter client makes only $7-8/hour.
In Northern Kentucky, 66 percent of  workers, or 122,870
people, do not earn a high enough hourly wage to afford
a two-bedroom apartment. 

The “gap” between income and the cost of  housing
for very low-income households has been an ongoing
issue for the past 30 years as housing and utility costs
have escalated. Now more people are falling into this
housing gap — from very low- to moderate-income
earners. Without access to affordable housing, many
individuals and families find themselves without a
safe place to live. 

What happens to people that fall into this housing
gap? Most will live doubled up with family and friends
and, since there are few if  any options, will continue
to move frequently so as not to burden the host house-

hold. The instability this causes for families has signif-
icant consequences — the inability to keep a job and
fragmented education for children. The people housed
in shelters are just the tip of  the iceberg.

Options for federally subsidized housing are limit-
ed, as waiting lists continue to grow. According to the
Housing Authority of  Covington, a person on the 750-
household waiting list for a Section 8 voucher in
Kenton County will wait approximately three years for
approval. There are approximately 3,319 federally sub-
sidized housing units in Kenton County for the approx-
imately 18,000 households that do not earn enough to
afford a market-rate apartment. 

As a community, do we believe that people should
be able to access housing that is affordable and safe?
At Welcome House we not only believe, we think it is
possible. It will take the will and creativity of  people to
develop housing models that are affordable for all
income levels. Partnerships of  corporate and nonprof-
it, government and private, social services and land-
lords, etc., have developed housing projects that work
and are financially sustainable. 

What is impossible is trying to keep your family
together when, even though you work hard, you cannot
earn enough to pay basic expenses and provide a sta-
ble place to live. We invite you to join in the effort to
create sustainable housing in our community so that
people can place their energy and efforts toward jobs
and education rather than constantly trying to do the
impossible. Most importantly, by doing so you provide
hope and a chance for a better future for children liv-
ing in poverty.

This unsigned editorial has been provided by the
staff  of  Welcome House, Covington, an agency provid-
ing a continuum of  quality services to persons who are
homeless or are at risk of  homelessness.

Emilly Bissonette

SPARK OF
GOODNESS

Welcome House

VIEWPOINT
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Fair or flat?
One tax rate for all, levied on gross income, with no

deductions or exemptions — how simple, almost ele-
gant, the flat tax sounds in its purest form. A flat
income tax like that, or even that plan with a few mod-
ifications, could make the filing of  one’s federal
income taxes a snap — with no assis-
tance required, not even a software pro-
gram. If  the flat tax rate were low
enough, many people would willingly
give up their tax exemptions and deduc-
tions. At least they think they would. 

But the flat tax is a bad deal for several reasons.
And would-be supporters ought to ask serious ques-
tions of  anyone who proposes it, especially in an elec-
tion year, when it is being offered to voters like a bag
of  candy. 

The key question is: What is meant by gross
income? Does the term mean wages only, or wages plus
Social Security and pension and all other income —
like cash or stock bonuses, interest, investment divi-
dends and capital gains, inheritances and other valu-
able gifts? Could one still stash wealth, for example, in
nontaxable municipal bonds? 

Some billionaires currently pay very low taxes
because their wealth does not depend on wages but
rather on other sources of  income that is taxed at
lower rates. If  all sources of  income are not included
in a federal flat tax plan, then the major sources of
income “earned” by the wealthiest Americans may not
be subject to the tax. 

That brings up the primary drawback of  a federal
flat tax: It cannot pass a fairness test. Consider a hypo-
thetical case of  two earners, one with a $50,000 annual

income and the other with a $5 million income and a
flat tax rate of  20 percent for both. The first earner
would pay $10,000 in taxes; the second, $1 million. Yet
the lower earner still carries the greater burden,
because it is much harder to live on $40,000 a year after

taxes than to live on $4 million. 
The price of  a sack of  groceries, a

gallon of  gas, a doctor’s visit or a new
car does not vary much, regardless of
the purchaser’s income. That is why con-

sumption taxes and flat income taxes are both deemed
regressive. A flat tax rate, many economists say, places
a disproportionate burden on middle and low earners. 

Catholic social teaching adds much to this discus-
sion. The reflection “Towards Reforming the
International Financial and Monetary Systems in the
Context of  Global Public Authority,” published by the
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace on Oct. 24,
applies basic ethical principles to the global economy
and the goal of  the common good. It also notes that
although the average per capita income has risen over
the last 100 years, “the distribution of  wealth did not
become fairer but in many cases worsened.” 

In their pastoral letter “Economic Justice for All”
(1986), the U.S. Catholic bishops promoted commuta-
tive and distributive justice. The former pertains to
fundamental fairness in agreements and exchanges,
like that between employers and workers; the latter
pertains to the allocation of  income, wealth and power,
judged in light of  its effects on the poor (Nos. 59, 60). 

The bishops, concerned to remedy the “inequitable
concentration of  privilege,” supported the view that

Pray, produce and point 
the children to Jesus

The worthy wife
prepares 

for the thief Recently I attended a presentation by Christian pro-
fessor, author and speaker Leonard Sweet. He was
addressing a group of  mostly Protestant church minis-
ters from the tri-state at a pastor’s appreciation break-
fast hosted by WAKW radio. The reason for my presence
was to promote our need for foster and adoptive parents
at the Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home.

What struck me so profoundly,
though, was Mr. Sweet’s message. He
spoke on the emotions of  Jesus unveiled
in Scripture. He had us recall when
Jesus, both fully human and fully divine,
showed us his human side when he wept
at the death of  Lazarus. He never
brought up laughter, but in my research,
we are left to wonder if  Jesus ever
laughed. It is my belief  that in his
human condition he mostly likely did,
although Scripture does not ever record
such an instance.

What about anger? Mr. Sweet high-
lighted at least three times that Scripture
tells us Jesus became angry. Most people
recall the time Jesus had his “temple
tantrum” when he saw his Father’s house turned into
a market place. This expression of  human anger is
shared in all four Gospels. (Matt 21:12, Mk 11:15, Luke
19:45; John 2:14) His Father’s house should be respect-
ed and used as a place of  prayer. We all can be remind-
ed to observe this expectation of  Jesus that when we
are in his house, it should be a revered place of  wor-
ship and prayer.

Jesus also curses a fig tree (Mark 11:12-14; Matt
21:18-22) because the tree did not produce fruit. In my
opinion, Jesus is no doubt telling us that we must be
good Christians and we should be diligent to produce
fruit by our efforts lest we be cursed as well. Finally,
Jesus really shows his wrath and anger when people
prevent little children to come to him, and he says how
it would be better for a person to be drowned in the sea
with a millstone around his neck if  he leads astray a
child of  God. (Matt 18:5-6)

Through his presentation I felt Mr. Sweet made my
case to promote foster parenting and adoption. How
can we not hear Christ’s admonition to care for the
children, the orphaned and the helpless around us? To
prevent God’s wrath and curse, I think we, as good
Christian people, must allow and help the little chil-

dren come to know Jesus, not hinder
them, not lead them astray. We have a
duty and a responsibility to come to
their defense, nurture and help them
grow in this life, to know the Lord and
find the way, the truth and the life
through Jesus.

Last year, over 300 children were
referred to me for foster care placement. I
found a home for only about 10 children.
No typo here, only 10 kids found a
Christian home through DCCH. One of
the foster families shared with me how
they wish they had more room in the
house and more energy to care for more
children. Not being able to realistically
accept more children in their home, they
offered to help recruit more Christian fos-

ter families. The mom shared that she just cries think-
ing that some children wait or that others are sent to
foster homes with people who should not be foster par-
ents. If  Christian families do not pray and help lead
children to Jesus, we fear that Satan is all too ready to
fill the void.

The Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home will host an
adoption and foster care open house Dec. 3, from 1-3
p.m. Staff  from DCCH will give tours and answer ques-
tions about our programs and the process to help care
for children in the foster care system. We want to
showcase the new multi-purpose building that so
many generous people donated money to build and
make a reality. For more information visit us online at
www.dcchome.org or call us at (859) 331-2040.

Ronald M. Bertsch is director of  Therapeutic Foster
Care/Adoption for the Diocesan Catholic Children’s
Home, Ft. Mitchell.

The readings for the thirty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Cycle “A” are: Proverbs 31:10–13,
19-20, 30–31; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–6; and Matthew
25:14–30.

Last month we observed the 49th anniversary of
the Cuban missile crisis.
I remember those days
well. I was in the sixth
grade at the time, barely
conscious of  interna-
tional events. It was a
beautiful autumn and
the school year seemed
to be progressing in fair-
ly normal pattern.

Then life changed. We
sixth graders had not the
slightest idea what was
going on in the cabinet
rooms of  Washington
and Moscow, but it did
affect us. Instead of
recess at lunch, we were

paraded to church to “pray as you never have before”
that war would not break out. Instead of  the usual
October fire drills, we rehearsed air raid drills, learn-
ing to climb under our desks and cover our heads,
naively believing that this might somehow protect us
in a nuclear attack.

On the last day of  the crisis, we all gathered in our
classroom, firmly believing that this indeed could be
the last day of  our lives. We sat in silence all day, wait-
ing for what we hoped we would never hear — the omi-
nous sound of  the air raid sirens. Nobody talked,
nobody taught. We just did “seat work.”

Finally, the word came. The crisis was over. The
Russian ships had turned back. At no other time in
my life have I been more expectant of  “the end” as I
was that October.

The liturgy this Sunday turns our attention to the
end of  time, the coming of  Christ. Today’s reading
from 1 Thessalonians warns us that “the day of  the
Lord is coming like a thief  in the night. Just when
people are saying ‘Peace and security,’ ruin will fall on
them with the suddenness of  pains overtaking a
woman in labor, and there will be no escape.”

The liturgy today asks us to apply this lesson of
international events to the affairs of  our human and
spiritual lives. We are urged not to wait for the
moment of  crisis, but to constantly prepare for our
own time of  reckoning, the Lord’s coming.

Today’s familiar Gospel parable is one that always
turns our thoughts to those final days of  the Lord’s
judgment. The master distributes his silver pieces (tal-
ents) to three individuals “according to each one’s
abilities.” The first two double their money, while the
third one hides it in order not to risk loss. We all know
the story and its outcome.

Faith in God dares us to risk. Real faith calls us to
rely on the Lord and his strength and grace, especially
in those cases when we’re not sure of  the outcome. We
are not called to risk money. We are called to risk our
lives as Christians in service of  others.

Notice in the first reading from Proverbs what it is
that makes the worthy wife have “value far beyond
pearls.” It is not what she possesses, but what she
does. She uses her talents productively. But her great-
est asset is that “she reaches out her hands to the poor,
and extends her arms to the needy.”

The challenge, however, is that we begin our work,
our investment of  our talents in God’s service now. We
don’t wait until the house is paid off, until the kids are
raised, or until we retire when we’ll have more time.
We begin now, in the light of  day, for the thief  may
come in the night when least expected.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl is pastor of  Blessed
Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell. (Continued on page 7)

Father Daniel Vogelpohl
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GUEST
COMMENTARY

GUEST
COMMENTARY



6 November 11, 2011                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Messenger

Joan Noll
Messenger Contributor

Over 90 people gathered for the first-
ever St. Boniface all-school reunion Oct.
30, at Pee Wee’s Place in Crescent
Springs. The group included nearly 70
former students who attended from the
1930s through the 1960s and two teachers
from the 1960s. The school merged in the
1967-68 school year with St. James in
Ludlow. 

Former student Ray Grothaus
brought principal Divine Providence
Sister Reparata’s old school bell that
summoned students from recess. David
Sogar enthusiastically rang the bell
announcing photographs for each group
of  classes. A statue of  St. Boniface,
reportedly from the church’s pre-1915
high altar, and two saints from the old
pulpit graced the head of  the hors d’oeu-
vres table. Everyone enjoyed renewing

friendships, reading about the lives and
memories of  classmates, sharing stories
and seeing photographs of  schooldays.
David Schroeder of  Sts. Boniface and
James Church supplied everyone with
an informative history of  St. Boniface
School. 

The 1951 eighth-grade class of  St.
Boniface School, headed by Ginny
Rohan Knochelmann, were the organiz-
ers of  the reunion. Classmates on her
committee were Carl Rekow, Theresa
Rich Terry and Paul Walz. Members of
other classes who joined in were Mary
Ann Sogar Holtz, Ray Michael, Joan
Ossenbeck Noll, Gale Ossenbeck and
David Sogar. Proceeds from the event
will be given to Sts. Boniface and James
Church for the Alliance of  Catholic
Urban Education and for Masses for the
living and deceased of  St. Boniface
School.

St. Boniface School has
first-ever all-school reunion

1 and 2 Bedroom Cottages Now Available!

Schoolmates from the 1930s enjoyed getting together at the St. Boniface
Reunion. Pictured are (from left) Paul Allgeyer of  Fort Mitchell, Thelma
Allgeyer Foltz of  Villa Hills, and Thomas “Eddie” Rieckhoff  of  Cold Spring.

Best-represented family at the St. Boniface Reunion was the entire Michael
family (from left) Larry, Ray, Norma Hanekamp, Ron and Joseph. Larry came
from New York for the occasion.
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Pope says Ivory Coast
needs truth, reconciliation
after civil violence

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The people of  the Ivory
Coast have a right to know the truth about atrocities
committed by both sides after disputed elections led to
months of  violence earlier this year, Pope Benedict XVI
said. Welcoming Joseph Tebah-Klah as the Ivory
Coast’s new ambassador to the Vatican Nov. 4, the pope
said the new government and all the country’s people
must make a firm commitment to promoting reconcili-
ation between citizens who were on different sides of
the dispute. “The crisis the Ivory Coast went through
included serious violations of  human rights, and many
casualties,” the pope said. Tens of  thousands fled to
neighboring countries and there were reports of  hun-
dreds of  civilians being slain. “Do not be afraid of  the
truth about all crimes and violations committed
against human rights,” the pope said. “Peaceful coexis-
tence will be possible only through the harmonious
pursuit of  truth and justice.” 

ST. CECILIA 
CHURCH HALL

• Air-Conditioned

• Capacity 400

• Beer License

• Non-Smoking

• Open to all

Call 363-4311 for details

5313 Madison Pike, Independence

Receptions, Dances, Parties

tax assessments should be based on the “ability to pay”
(No. 72). Taxation, they wrote, ought to “raise adequate
revenues to pay for the public needs of  society”; follow
“the principle of  progressivity, so that those with rela-
tively greater financial resources pay a higher rate of
taxation”; and exempt those with incomes below the
official poverty line. The bishops also noted that “most
sales taxes and payroll taxes place a disproportionate
burden on those with lower incomes” (No. 202). 

But the Tax Policy Center found that Herman
Cain’s 9-9-9 tax scheme would raise $300 billion less
than the current tax system. Low revenue would force
the government to cut services or to borrow, adding to
the deficit, or to levy additional taxes like a V.A.T. or
national sales tax. Gov. Rick Perry’s flat tax aims to
cut government services, which would exacerbate the
“inequitable concentration of  privilege.” 

Since 1913, when the federal income tax was insti-
tuted, U.S. tax policy has followed the principles of
progressive taxation, based on fairness and the tax-
payer’s ability to pay. Without doubt, current tax poli-
cy has become overly complex and riddled with loop-
holes. The tax code needs to be simplified and
reformed next year, when the Bush-administration tax
cuts are set to expire (again). 

In fact, the tax rates are not nearly progressive
enough, especially for high earners. The millionaire
pays the same rate as the billionaire, even though the
gap between them is enormous — a situation that
cries out for adding more tax rates at the top end of
the spectrum. But while tax reform and simplification
are critical needs, these ought not be confused with
untested notions like the flat tax and its various modi-
fications. Better to simplify the current system and
make it more progressive and more fair. 

At best, the flat tax is simplistic; at worst, it could
prove devastating. 

This unsigned editorial appeared in the Nov. 7 issue
of  America, a national Catholic weekly magazine. It
has been provided by Catholic News Service. The views
or positions presented in this or any guest editorial are
those of  the individual publication and do not necessar-
ily represent the views of  Catholic News Service or of
the U.S. Conference of  Catholic Bishops.

Fair or flat?
(Continued from page 1)

Grace E. Jones           Ronald B. Jones www.ronaldbjones.com

The Family-Owned Funeral Home: A Part of Our Community

Some people prefer traditional funeral services.
Others prefer cremation. Some want an elaborate

ceremony. Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. 

When it comes to funerals, there are as many
options as there are people. And we take pride 

in being able to say we offer them all.

All types of services 
for all types of people

RONALD B. JONES
F U N E R A L  H O M E

316 Elm Street • Ludlow, KY 41016

(859) 431-0072

Dr. Mark Stegman, a gynecologist and obstetrician, conducted four presentations in the diocese last
week, for doctors, other medical personnel and lay people, detailing the benefits of  NaPro technology
for couples seeking help with infertility and women’s health issues. Dr. Stegman is a certified specialist
in NaPro technology which is fully compatible with Catholic teaching. Above, Dr. Stegman in a public
session Nov. 5 at the Doctors’ Building on the campus of  St. Elizabeth Healthcare-Edgewood. Father
Raymond Enzweiler, a diocesan priest currently teaching at the Pontifical College Josephinum 
seminary in Columbus, Ohio, was on hand for some sessions to address Catholic moral teaching. The
programs were sponsored by the diocesan Pro-Life Office and St. Elizabeth.

Fertility and women’s health conference

Piccola photo


























