
Tim Fitzgerald
Editor

April is the annual observance of National Child Abuse
Prevention Month, meant to draw
attention to the reality that children
can be victims of physical violence,
sexual abuse, neglect or abandon-
ment. President Obama, governors
and local civic officials have issued
proclamations emphasizing the need
for shared responsibility and working
together to create safe, stable and
nurturing environments.

This belief in “shared responsibili-
ty” and creating “safe environments”
has been at the heart of the Catholic
Church’s efforts to protect children
and vulnerable adults from sexual
abuse. Over the last decade almost
every (arch)diocese in the U.S. has
put in place an educational program
and background checks for employees
and volunteers designed to create and
maintain a safe environment for chil-
dren and vulnerable adults.

The Messenger interviewed Bishop
Roger Foys to review the measures
that have been taken and are contin-
uing in the Diocese of Covington to
keep children safe.

Bishop Foys identified three initia-
tives implemented in the diocese —
the VIRTUS “Protecting God’s
Children” program for adults; safe
environment training for children; and thorough background
checks of priests, deacons, religious, employees and volun-
teers functioning in the diocese. The goals are to raise peo-
ple’s awareness of sexual abuse and provide them with the
means to identify and then to act.

While some question the need for such long-term and
detailed vigilance, Bishop Foys insists
that efforts to protect children must be
sustained.

“We must be honest enough with
ourselves to say that this is a large
problem in our society. We can’t turn a
blind eye to the problem,” Bishop Foys
said. He said he and other diocesan
administrators need to continue to
emphasize that “the protection of our
children is important, so entering in
these programs with the right spirit is
important.”

He added that if some people do not
understand the need for the diocese’s
support of child protection programs,
“we haven’t done a good-enough job of
demonstrating how seriously we take
this and what a serious problem it is.”

VIRTUS is the program approved
by Bishop Foys in 2004 to raise aware-
ness of child sexual abuse and educate
adults to be role models in creating
safe environments for children. By
demonstrating best practices and
identifying situations and behaviors
that might indicate a problem, respon-
sible adults become the first line of
defense in protecting children. The
program meets the requirements
established in 2002 by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops’

“Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.” 
All priests, deacons, religious, employees and volunteers

who interact with children in the schools and parishes in the
Diocese of Covington are required to
complete a three-and-one-half-hour live
training session and keep up to date on
monthly bulletins. To date over 15,000
adults in the diocese have completed
the training session. According to the
USCCB, nationally over 2.1 million
clergy, candidates for ordination,
employees and volunteers in parishes
have been trained in how to create safe
environments and prevent child sexual
abuse.

Another requirement of the USCCB’s
Charter is that child abuse prevention
education be taught to children in all
Catholic schools and parish religious
education programs. In the Diocese of
Covington there are three programs
available to schools — Kids on the Block
(Family Nurturing Center); Council on
Child Abuse of Southern Ohio, Inc.; and
Women’s Crisis Center. Videos are
available for parish religious education
programs which cannot acquire the
services of any of the three approved
agencies. (Nationwide, nearly 5.3 mil-
lion children in schools and parish reli-
gious education programs have received
such instruction.)

These programs educate children
about what sexual abuse is and what

are the signs of sexual abuse, and offer encouragement to
empower children to report abuse if it happens. The pro-
grams are designed to help children feel secure in going to a
responsible adult if they observe the signs or if they believe
they have been abused.
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The Family Nurturing Center of Northern Kentucky kicked-off National
Child Abuse Prevention Month, April 1, with a blue ribbon ceremony held
at Tom Gil Chevrolet, Forence. Father Daniel Schomaker, bishop’s assis-
tant, began the recognition program with a prayer and blessing. The
Family Nurturing Center is dedicated to ending the cycle of abuse. For a
listing of events held during Child Abuse Prevention month visit
www.familynurture.org.

(Continued on page 15)



2 April 8, 2011 Messenger

Tim Fitzgerald
Editor

John Michniuk has been seeking his
place in God’s plan ever since the ear-
liest days of high school. His search
reaches a significant milestone April
16. On that day Bishop Roger Foys will
ordain him to the transitional dia-
conate.

As Mr. Michniuk
describes it, “the ordina-
tion to the diaconate on
April 16 is the culmina-
tion of a very long journey.
… It, however, is not the
end of that journey. I
entrust my future to the
will of God, expressed
through the Church. The
transitional diaconate is a
step towards the holy
priesthood.” If plans con-
tinue as expected, Bishop
Foys will ordain him in
the spring of 2012 to serve
the Diocese of Covington as a priest.

Mr. Michniuk became acquainted
with the Diocese of Covington after
returning to Cincinnati for family rea-
sons. On weekends he worshipped at
the Cathedral Basilica in Covington,
where he registered as a
parishioner and became
a lector and extraordi-
nary minister of the
Eucharist. After conver-
sations with Father
Gregory Bach, vocations
recruiter, he met with
Bishop Foys in June
2007 and entered St.
Vincent Seminary later
that summer.

“I was then and I con-
tinue to be extremely impressed with
the care and attention that I receive
from Bishop Foys and those who work
with vocations for the diocese. I have
been welcomed warmly by the priests
and people of the diocese, truly making
this my home,” Mr. Michniuk said.

While on his vocation journey Mr.
Michniuk has devoted himself to aca-
demics. He is nearing the end of his
fourth year of preparation for the
priesthood at St. Vincent Seminary in
Latrobe, Penn. When he finishes his
studies, he will be awarded a dual
degree: a S.T.B. (Pontifical Bachelor of
Sacred Theology) and a master’s
degree in moral theology.

Mr. Michniuk sensed a call to the
priesthood at a young age. He entered
a high school seminary in the ninth
grade. When the seminary closed, he
finished his secondary education at a
Jesuit high school. 

At George Washington University he
earned a bachelor’s degree in political
science in 1994 and a master’s in health-
care administration in 1996. He moved
from Washington, D.C. to California and
worked at two university medical cen-
ters. In the meantime he pursued a
graduate degree in teaching English as
a second language and a master’s
degree in liturgy.

But he says his greatest satisfaction
came from volunteering to bring the
Eucharist to Catholic patients after his

workday was done at Stanford
(University) Hospital. “I enjoyed
immensely working with the infirmed
on a ministerial level. The joy and sat-
isfaction that I received from working
with the sick surpassed anything I had
previously known. When I finished the
degree in liturgy, I knew that I must

forsake everything and
pursue a vocation to the
ministerial priesthood.”

Now, he says, his moti-
vation remains the same. “I
seek to bring people closer
to Christ, especially
through the sacraments.
When I was younger, there
was a greater emphasis on
wanting to do something
specific, such as teach, as a
priest. Through my life
experiences, I have grown
into an acceptance of allow-
ing God’s will to unfold in
my life.

“I cannot predict the future, but I
know that he has a wonderful plan for
me. The essential core of priestly min-
istry, that is, bringing people closer to
Christ through the sacraments and
service to his Church, can be accom-

plished in the parish,
the classroom or the hos-
pital room. I am open to
new experiences so that
my gifts and talents can
be developed in order to
help me better and more
fully serve the Church.”

When he is ordained
a deacon April 16, Mr.
Michniuk will receive,
in his words, “an indeli-
ble, permanent mark on

(my) character that configures (me) to
Christ, making (me) the servant of all.”

“Many people may wonder exactly
what a deacon can do or what purpose
he serves. … The deacon’s duty is to
assist the bishop and priests at the
altar, the proclamation of the Gospel,
preaching, and in the distribution of
Holy Communion. The deacon can
assist at and bless marriages as well
as preside over funerals.

“He is to dedicate himself to various
ministries of charity, such as visiting
the sick and the homebound. The dea-
con can bless with the holy Eucharist
at benediction. He can also bless fami-
lies, spouses, children, engaged cou-
ples, women before or after giving
birth, the homebound, pilgrims, a new
home, holy water outside of Mass and
objects of devotion, such as rosaries,
medals and crosses.”

During his final year at St. Vincent,
he can assist the priest at the altar
during Masses at the seminary and
preach at daily liturgies. He will also
be assigned to a nearby parish on
weekends.

“As an ordained transitional dea-
con, I will enjoy every aspect of the
ministry. It will be an awesome and
humbling responsibility to be able to
bless and to preach. I hope to convert
and win many hearts for Christ
through effective preaching.”

John Michniuk to be ordained
as transitional deacon

125 W. 11th St. • Newport (859) 581-6763
Visit our web site: www.sweettoothchocolates.com

CHOCOLATE DECORATED EGGS
Opera Cream, Peanut Butter or Coconut Ñ 1Ú4 lb. - 1Ú2 lb. - 1 lb. - 2 lb.

ORDER WITH NAME OF YOUR CHOICE

¥ CREAM EGGS - 8 ßavors all natural ingredients

¥ FRENCH MELT AWAY EASTER BUNNIES, CHICKS, AND EGGS

¥ PEANUT BUTTER MELT AWAY EASTER BUNNIES, CHICKS, AND EGGS

¥ SOLID CHOCOLATE RABBITS - Various Sizes

¥ JELLY BEANS Ñ JELLY RABBITS Ñ JUJU BUNNIES Ñ E TC.

¥ DOUBLE DIPPED MARSHMALLOW EGGS

We make up the VERY FINEST EASTER BASKETS
with all our home made items.

ALSO AVAILABLE AT REMKE MARKETS

CLOSED SUNDAY

Ordination to the
Transitional
Diaconate

Bishop Roger Foys
invites all to attend.

April 16, 10 a.m.

Cathedral Basilica of the
Assumption, Covington

John Michniuk
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Nicene Creed — “I believe …”
Priest & People:
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all things visible
and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us men and
for our salvation he came down from heaven, [At the
words that follow up to and including ‘and became
man,’ all bow.] and by the Holy Spirit was incar-
nate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Nicene Creed — “I believe …”
The Church always says what She means and

means what She says. This is particularly true with-
in the context of the Liturgy because the
way in which the Church prays effects
that which She believes. Words are
important.

Following the homily on Sundays and
Solemnities the people gathered in the
great prayer of the Church stand togeth-
er and express the faith. Using the state-
ment of belief that has been handed on to
us from the Council of Nicaea (325) and

the First Council of Constantinople (381) the people
gathered in prayer in a particular place are united
with believers across space and time.

In the English translation of the 3rd Edition of the
Roman Missal, which will be implemented on the
November 27, 2011, the Nicene Creed varies from its
current translation in the very first word. The initial
statement of “We believe …” has been changed to “I
believe …”

Many may ask why we are changing from the first-
person plural, to the first-person singular, particular-
ly when as Catholics we are keenly aware that our
faith is not individualistic, but social. To understand
why the Church is asking us a community to say “I
believe …” we must first understand who we are as
human persons.

As human beings, we have been made in the image
and likeness of God Himself — God who is One and
yet Three simultaneously. God, the Most Holy Trinity,
is the communion of three distinct persons — Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Each of these Persons is a
uniqueness — we say that the Father is God, the Son

is God, the Holy Spirit is God, but that the Father is
not the Son nor is the Son the Father and the Holy
Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son and yet
together the three uniquenesses are in fact One.

By analogy then we look at the human person,
each of whom is a uniqueness — there is, nor will
there ever be, another you! You are unique; we all
are. But our uniqueness belongs to a nature (one that
is shared amongst us all — our human nature).
Within that nature, we are all individuals, but at the
same time we are social — we require others. Even
those individuals who isolate themselves are depend-
ent on others because we are social by nature.
Remember, we are made in God’s image and likeness.
He is a communion or community of persons — so too
are we.

There are four distinguishing characteristics or
marks of the Church — She is one, holy, catholic and
apostolic. The first mark is that She is one, and yet
within Her are a multitude of unique individuals.
When we state in the creed “I believe …” we speak in
the corporate singular. True, it is my belief as an indi-
vidual, but it is also our belief as a community — a
united community.

To say “We believe …” is not wrong, but it does
not express the invisible and nuanced truth about us
and the Church as does saying, “I believe …” The use
of “we” expresses the belief of a collection of individu-
als. But to say “I” communicates our belief while also
expressing outwardly the uniqueness of the Church
who is one — the One Body of Christ — and of us who
are individuals sharing in a common human nature
and too a common Christian identity.

By stating “I believe …” versus “We believe …” we
express a truth that is very subtle, but very impor-
tant. Remember, are talking about the things of God
— we attempt therefore to be as accurate as possible.
Words are very important!

Please see related article on page 6.

Preparing for the Roman Missal third edition

April 8
Classroom visitation, Mary, Queen of Heaven School,
Erlanger, 10 a.m.

Hillenmeyer Lecture, Thomas More College, 7 p.m.

April 10
Mass, Cathedral Basilica, Covington, 10 a.m.

Serra Club Servers’ Awards, Vespers, Cathedral Basilica, 3 p.m.

April 11
Rector’s dinner, Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus, 
6 p.m.

April 11–13
Board of Trustees meeting, Pontifical College Josephinum,
Columbus

April 14
Episcopal Council meeting, 9:30 a.m.
Individual meeting, 2 p.m.

April 15
Individual meetings, 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m.

Thomas More College Board of Trustees’ meeting, 2 p.m.

Diaconate ordination rehearsal, Cathedral Basilica, 4 p.m.

April 16
Ordination to the Diaconate of John Michniuk, Cathedral
Basilica, 10 a.m.

April 17
Palm Sunday Mass, Cathedral Basilica, 10 a.m.

April 17–18
Monthly day of recollection, St. Gertrude Priory, Madeira

Bishop’s 
Schedule

This article is one in a weekly series offering insight to the theology of the Mass and the new translation of
the Roman Missal. The articles prepare us for the use of the new Roman Missal at Mass beginning Nov. 27, 2011,
the first Sunday of Advent. The articles are provided by the diocesan Office of Worship and Liturgy and written
by Father Daniel Schomaker, S.T.L., assistant director. (Note: Words in bold indicate the new translation.)

About 75 people attended the diocesan regional Pro-Life Mass, March 29 at St. Philip Church,
Melbourne. Father Raymond Enzweiler was the celebrant and Father Robert Rottgers was the
homilist. The next Pro-Life event will be the annual Cross the Bridge for Life, June 5, starting at
the Newport Peace Bell at 2 p.m. For information visit prolife.covingtondiocese.org.

Pro-Life Mass
Piccola photo
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Cardinal Baum — A new record-holder

I’m sticking to the union
Wisconsin under the leadership of Governor Scott

Walker recently passed a law that strips most gov-
ernment workers at the state, county and local lev-
els of their collective bargaining rights. Only police,
firefighters and the state patrol are exempt from the
law, but teachers and public health workers are not.
To seek pay raises higher than the consumer price
index, unions need to win approval by a public refer-
endum, and every year union members
must vote to continue being represent-
ed by their union. The unions fought
the legislation to the last vote.

Ostensibly the law was passed to
address part of Wisconsin’s $3.6 billion
structural budget deficit caused by the
Great Recession. The legislation requires
state employees to pay 12.6 percent of
their health care coverage and half of
their pension costs. The measure could
save the state $30 million in the short
run and possibly $300 million over the
next two years. During the legislative
debate the unions accepted the financial
give-backs in a gesture of conciliation,
but stood fast about their collective bar-
gaining rights. After the bill passed
stripping those rights, many wondered about the real
intent of the law.

Archbishop Jerome Listecki of Milwaukee reflect-
ing Catholic teachings on labor issued a statement
in favor of the workers’ rights: “Hard times do not
nullify the moral obligation each of us has to respect
the legitimate rights of workers.” He reminded us,
“Every union, like every other economic actor, is
called to work for the common good ... However, it is
equally a mistake to marginalize or dismiss unions
as impediments to economic growth.” This last
statement contains the core of the continuing moral
debate about unions.

What caused the Great Recession? Most econo-
mists would agree it was the sub-prime mortgage

bubble and the hyper-speculation of Wall Street, not
the pay scale of teachers and nurses. The recession
came after three decades of neoliberal economics that
enshrined freedom and individualism at the expense
of community and the common good. Trade liberaliza-
tion, outsourcing, deregulation, privatization, restric-
tive labor rulings plus revised accounting and finan-
cial rules slowly turned the middle class into a

“debtor class” as workers struggled to
maintain their standard of living. While
productivity expanded by a vigorous 20
percent between 2000 and 2006, real
wages edged up only two percent. In
reality, 65 percent of all growth in
household income between 2002 and
2007 went to the richest one percent.

Economist John Kenneth Galbraith
saw unions as a countervailing force to
stand against the immense power of
capital so labor could share fair gains.
From a moral perspective, Pope John
Paul II wrote in 1981 that a “union
remains a constructive factor of social
order and solidarity, and it is impossi-
ble to ignore it” (“Laborem exercens”
#20, emphasis in original.) Without

unions little will prevent egregious structural sins
against distributive justice, which demands a fair
share and dignified life for everyone in society.

In Wisconsin proponents of Gov. Walker’s law
tried to discredit public workers as lavishly over-
paid, but John Schmitt of the Center for Economic
Policy Research matched public and private sector
workers according to age and educational levels. He
found, overall, public sector workers made four per-
cent less than their private sector counterparts.

At the heart of Catholic social teachings lies a
sense of solidarity and community. Pitting private
and public sector workers against one another
ignores the just claim every worker has to adequate
pay, health care and retirement pension. Justice

demands we not make workers the scapegoats of
budget deficits caused by cruel neoliberal economics.

Father John Rausch, a Glenmary priest, teaches,
writes and organizes from Stanton, Kentucky, in cen-
tral Appalachia.

Something quite remarkable happened recently:
Cardinal William Wakefield Baum —emeritus
Archbishop of Washington, emeritus Prefect of the
Congregation for Catholic Education, emeritus
Major Penitentiary of the Catholic
Church — passed the late Cardinal
James Gibbons of Baltimore (who died
in 1921) to become the longest-serving
American cardinal in history. It’s an
astonishing record that drew little pub-
lic attention. Yet that’s just the way
Cardinal Baum, who exemplifies evan-
gelical modesty and genuine Christian
humility, would want it. 

William Baum was born on Nov. 21,
1926, in Dallas, Texas: a biographical
fact that has always struck me as more
than a little ironic, given that there are
few people on the planet less “Texas”
and less “Big D” than this gentle schol-
ar and pastor. Ordained a priest for the
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph,
Father Baum became an ecumenical pioneer, an
advisor at Vatican II, and the first director of the
U.S. bishops’ committee on ecumenical affairs before
being ordained bishop of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau, Mo., in 1970.

Three years later, Bishop Baum was appointed
Archbishop of Washington as successor to the leg-
endary Cardinal Patrick O’Boyle. Created cardinal in
the consistory of May 1976 and given the church of

Santa Croce in Flaminia as his Roman
parish (or “title”), Cardinal Baum partic-
ipated in the two dramatic conclaves of
1978, the “year of three popes”; indeed,
in the conclave of 2005, Cardinal Baum,
along with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger,
was the only cardinal-elector who had
been in conclave before. 

John Paul II appointed Cardinal
Baum as Prefect of the Congregation of
Catholic Education in March 1980, a
post he held for 10 years until his
appointment as head of the Apostolic
Penitentiary — the man overseeing the
Church’s penitential life or, as
Cardinal Baum put it, the servant of
“the Lord’s mercy.” He retired from
that position after 11 years, thus pre-

venting any further confusion in my office when I
would send letters to the cardinal and some of my
evangelical brethren would say, “I didn’t know they
had a prison in the Vatican.” 

Cardinal Baum remained active on various curial

congregations until his 80th birthday in 2006, and
exercised a quiet, but often important, influence in
the deliberations of the Congregation for Bishops,
responsible for episcopal appointments in the devel-
oped world. Of the many Americans who worked in
the Holy See over the past 20 years, he was held in
a unique respect by his colleagues, including the
locals: he spoke excellent Italian, he was not edgy,
he was an old-school gentleman, he was deeply
learned and manifestly holy.  

He was a gracious host in one of the Vatican’s
great apartments: just above St. Peter’s Square, look-
ing straight at the basilica. The apartment was lined
with bookcases, overflowing with volumes of history
and biography as well as theology. He always remem-
bered his time in Maryland with affection, and kept
prints of the “Ark” and the “Dove,” the two ships that
brought Lord Baltimore’s Catholic colonists to the
new world in 1634, in his living room. 

A deeply patriotic American, the cardinal was
often saddened in recent years by the encroachments
of the culture of death across the land. Yet he always
urged others to continue the fight for the right things.
His courage gave, and gives, us courage. 

George Weigel is Distinguished Senior Fellow of the
Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C.

George Weigel

THE CATHOLIC
DIFFERENCE

Father John S. Rausch

ECONOMY OF
FAITH

Editor,
Faith Community Pharmacy would like to thank

the Diocese of Covington for the second installment
check from the DPAA. As the 2011 Diocesan Parish
Annual Appeal begins, please know how much the
pharmacy appreciates the support. Seven times a
month we travel to outreach locations to provide
medication to clients who have transportation hard-
ship. The funding we receive from the DPAA, fund-
ed by the people of the diocese, helps the rural and
inner city clients.

Our clients are often forced to choose between
gas, rent, even food or their life-saving medications.
The pharmacy removes that difficult choice, allow-
ing them to stay healthy so they can continue to
work and provide for their families. It’s simple —
the medication we provide is life and death to our
clients. For many we are their last hope. The phar-
macy is prohibited by law from dispensing con-
trolled substances and we only dispense medication
in keeping with the faith. Since opening in 2002 we
have dispensed more than 17 million dollars worth
of prescription medication! Please pray for us as we
continue to grow and serve the uninsured and
under-insured in the Diocese of Covington.

Thank you.
Charlotte Boemker, Development Director
Faith Community Pharmacy, Florence

Letters to
the Editor
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Cross and Resurrection — 
‘love is more powerful than death’

Does Jesus weep
for me?

The Jewish and Christian biblical traditions have
typically understood the Song of Songs as a typology
of the covenant between God and his people. Sister
Diane Bergant, a biblical scholar, explains that the
typological approach entails a literal reading of the
text “as an account of human love, but this love is
seen as a type of the love that God has for
humankind.” 

In Christian faith, God’s covenant
with his people comes to fullness in
the spousal image of Christ and his
bride, the Church.

The Collegeville Bible Commentary
notes that this symbolic reading,
namely, “the marriage of Yahweh to
Israel or of Christ to the Church,” has
dominated the interpretation of the
Song of Songs. This typology is
grounded in the prophetic imagery of
“marriage” as a sign of the covenant
between God and his people.

In his inaugural encyclical, “Deus
Caritas Est” (“God is Love,” 2006),
Pope Benedict XVI refers to that alle-
gory of “God’s relationship to man and
man’s relationship to God” as the war-
rant for receiving the Song of Songs into the canon
of sacred Scripture. Thus, the Song of Songs com-
municates “the essence of biblical faith: that man
can indeed enter into union with God — his primor-
dial aspiration.” (DCE n. 10)

At the same time, the Holy Father’s encyclical
also acknowledges an opinion commonly held by bib-
lical scholars today: “... the poems contained in this
book were originally love-songs, perhaps intended
for a Jewish wedding feast and meant to exalt con-
jugal love.” (DCE n. 6)

In line with modern critical approaches to the
Bible, the Song of Songs can also be understood as
“an inspired portrayal of the ideal of human love.”
Based on this assumption, the Song of Songs in its
historical context describes a breathtaking celebra-
tion of the sacredness and wonder of human love
which will culminate in a bridal feast.

Within this context, Chapter 8, the epilogue of
the poem, sums up a theme of the canticle as a
whole, namely, the exploration of the mysterious
God-given power of love. In particular, verse eight
sets forth an incomparable description of that power
of love in the face of the struggle with evil — “... For
love is as strong as Death, passion as relentless as
Sheol ...” (Song of Songs 8:6a)

In effect, the text declares that single-minded,
covenantal love is indestructible. Death and the
nether world (Sheol), personifications of the most
powerful destructive forces imaginable, are not ulti-
mate. Rather, love cannot be destroyed “[f]or love is
as strong as death ...”

The Jerusalem Bible adopts a specific exegesis in
translating the next line of that oft-quoted verse:
“The flash of it [love] is a flash of fire, a flame of
Yahweh himself (8:6b).” This version confirms a
depth-dimension that is integral to human love —
i.e., love opens up a window onto the infinite, the
transcendent, and the divine. In other words, the
horizontal plane of love between persons intersects
with a vertical direction — an encounter with the
presence and reality of God.

Accordingly, the International Bible Commentary
explains that the power of the unbreakable bond of
mutual commitment in love “reaches downward to
the nether world and breaks its hold; it soars
upward like a flame to the transcendent experience
of God who is Love.”

The biblical wisdom — “Love is as strong as
death” — is echoed in a seminal insight found in the
writings of Gabriel Marcel (d.1973), a Christian
existentialist. Marcel had critiqued the growing
depersonalized and soulless culture of the modern

mass society. In the “Mystery of Being” he described
the pull of love towards the eternal in a classic pas-
sage: “To love a being is to say, ‘Thou, thou shalt not
die.” Love in its essence seeks permanence, inde-
structibility, the eternal.

Commenting on Marcel’s insight, Archbishop
Bruno Forte of Chieti-Vasto, Italy, then a professor
at the Pontifical Theological Faculty of Italy, takes

up the theme that “[l]ove declares war
on death.” In “He Loved Them to the
End” (1993), Archbishop Forte
describes love as being “radiant,
expansive, the first and always new
origin of all life, of very emergence
from death.” Love stands as the expla-
nation for being born and for living —
“to be loved is the joy of life; not to be
loved and not to know how to love is
infinite sadness.”

The mystery of the Cross on Good
Friday is ratified by the resurrection
on Easter: “the hour of hiatus points to
the hour of reconciliation, the sway of
death to the triumph of life!” In words
laden with kerygmatic appeal,
Archbishop Forte writes: “Death in

God for the world on Good Friday becomes the
world’s life in God on Easter. For it is not the death
of sin but death in love; it is the death of death …” 

Archbishop Forte expounds on the inseparable
relationship of the Cross and Resurrection. From
the point of view of Trinitarian theology, the Cross
“does not proclaim the blasphemy of a death of God,
which makes room for each person to live in self-suf-
ficiency, but rather it proclaims the good news of
death in God, so that each person may live the life
of the immortal God ... a participation which the
saving death made possible.”

Again, in “The Essence of Christianity” (2003)
Archbishop Forte further expands his theological
interpretation of the meaning of the Cross in the
light of the Resurrection: “Upon the painful separa-
tion of the abandonment on the cross, there follows
the communion of the resurrection … the exodus of
the Son towards the Father, and of the world togeth-
er with him. Precisely because Jesus’ death is a
death in love, it is also a death which does not
divide but rather reconciles …” 

In the encyclical “Dives in Misericordia” (“Rich in
Mercy,” 1980) Pope John Paul II had captured the
substance of that insight in his theology of the
paschal mystery — “Love more powerful than death,
more powerful than sin.” (DM n. 8)

“Dives in Misericordia” identified the death and
resurrection of Jesus as “Christ at the summit of the
inscrutable mystery of God.” (DM n. 8) The resur-
rection of Christ becomes the revelation of “the full-
ness of the love that the Father has for him and, in
him, for all people.” (See Jn. 14:9 and Rom. 8:32)

Pope Benedict XVI in his “Introduction to
Christianity” (1970) explicitly stated that “faith in
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the expression of
a certainty that the saying which seems to be only a
beautiful dream is in fact true: ‘Love is as strong as
death’ (Song of Songs 8:6).”

Unredeemed human love left to its own devices is
prone to sin and in its finiteness is subject to defeat.
In that early theological work, the Holy Father
emphasized the paradox of love as a human phe-
nomenon. While love demands “infinity, indestructi-
bility,” this call to infinity cannot be satisfied
because “it cannot grant it.” Love “claims eternity
but in fact is included in the world of death, in its
loneliness and its power of destruction.” 

The human powerlessness to respond to love’s cry
for eternity places the meaning of the resurrection
in proper perspective: through faith in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ the Christian encounters “the

The readings for the Fifth Sunday of Lent —
Cycle “A” are: Ezekiel 37:12–14; Romans 8:8–11;
and John 11:1–45.

Christ is divine; we all know it and believe it. He
also has a human nature. We know that too; but I’m
not so sure we believe it with the same tenacity
with which we uphold his divine nature. We tend to

let his divinity over-
shadow his humanity. 

Today’s Gospel story
about the raising of
Lazarus from the dead
gives us a good look at
the human side of our
Lord. As Jesus arrives
at the scene of the
bereaved family, he is
confronted by Lazarus’
sister, Mary. “When
Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jewish folk
who had accompanied
her also weeping, he
was troubled in spirit,
moved by the deepest

emotions ... Jesus began to weep which caused the
Jews to remark, ‘See how much he loved him!’”

Our God is a God who cries! Jesus’ love for the
man in the grave is obvious. The whole scene touch-
es us because it shows us just how human Christ is.
Today’s preface sums it up simply: “As a man like
us, Jesus wept for Lazarus his friend.”

Jesus cried over his friend buried in the tomb,
but I’m inclined to want to know if he cries over
me/us. Does he have that same compassion when he
remembers us? I think he does.

Lazarus had suffered physical death; that is what
prompted Jesus’ grief. Ours, however, is a more seri-
ous death. We are entombed in more desperate ways
that grip us more tightly and hold us back from
responding to Jesus’ call. I can well imagine Christ
crying more over us than he did over Lazarus.

We entomb ourselves in many ways. We refuse to
forgive the brother or sister who has hurt us. We
cling to the injury done to us by another. We bury
ourselves in the grave of closed-mindedness as we
pick and choose which Church teachings we will
cling to and which we will ignore.

The Lord wishes to restore life to us just as he did
to Lazarus. “I will put my spirit in you that you may
live, and I will settle you upon your land; thus you
shall know that I am the Lord.” (First Reading) The
only pre-requisite for Christ raising us from the death
of our own making is similar to that which occurred at
the raising of Lazarus: “Take away the stone.”

God cannot make us forgive our brother or sister.
He cannot force us to let go of past injuries. Those
and the other obstacles are the stones we must take
away. But if we do remove them, God will give us new
life. “I have promised, and I will do it, says the Lord.”

Our liturgy on this Fifth Sunday of Lent reminds
us that the sacraments provide the means of remov-
ing those obstacles and attaining new life in Christ.
Again, the preface of the Mass explains it. In his
love for us all, Christ gives us the sacraments to lift
us up to everlasting life.”

The third and final scrutiny of the catechumens,
celebrated at a principal parish Mass today, brings
before us those who are seeking new life through the
sacraments of the Church that they will first receive
at the Easter Vigil. The prayer offered for the cate-
chumens today is also a prayer for ourselves: “Rescue
from death all who seek life from your sacraments
and free them from the spirit of evil.” (RCIA 178)

The Lord weeps for us because he wishes to bring
us forth from our tombs to experience newness of
life in him.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl is pastor of Blessed
Sacrament Church, Ft. Mitchell.

Father Daniel Vogelpohl

EIGHTH DAY

(Continued on page 13)

COMMENTARY

Father Ronald Ketteler



Deacon Thomas Dushney
“In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal

Himself and to make known to us the hidden purpose
of His will (Eph 1:9) by which through Christ, the
Word made flesh, man might in the Holy Spirit have
access to the Father and come to share in the divine
nature (Eph 2:18; 2 Pt 1:4). Through this Revelation,
therefore, the invisible God (Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17) out
of the abundance of His love speaks to men as friends
(Ex 33:11; Jn 15:14-15) and lives among them (Bar
3:38), so that He may invite and take them into fel-
lowship with Himself.” 

These words are taken from the beginning of the
second paragraph of the Second Vatican Council’s
“Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation (‘Dei
Verbum’).” Within the context of these prefatory
words, the Council Fathers summarized the purpose
of the document and the importance of God’s Word in
the life of the Christian. Sacred Scripture (Bible) is
thus God’s gift to his creatures, wherein he commu-
nicates his love, his goodness and wisdom, so that we
may know him and share in his divine life. “Dei
Verbum” goes on to say that God’s self-revelation and
the hidden mysteries that lie within God’s Word
(Sacred Scripture) are divinely revealed realities
committed to writing under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. The Church further decrees that both the
Old and New Testaments, in their entirety, are sacred
(holy, revered) and canonical (approved, definitive,
recognized) because [they are] written under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they have God as their
author and have been handed on as such to the
Church herself (DV 11). The Constitution teaches
that the Church has always venerated the divine

Scriptures just as she venerates the body of the Lord,
especially in the Sacred Liturgy where she unceas-
ingly receives and offers to the faithful the Bread of
Life from the table of God’s Word and of Christ’s
Body. 

As we contemplate the importance of the Sacred
Liturgy where Christ’s work of our redemption takes
place, the Holy Eucharist and the Sacred Word of God
are “supremely effective in enabling the faithful to
express in their lives and portray to others the mys-
tery of Christ and the real nature of the Church
(“Sacrosanctum Concilium” #2, The Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy).” They are so closely connected
with each other that they form but one single act of
worship. (SC, #56) It should not be surprising, then,
that the Holy Mass is, for us, the most sublime gift of
God to man where we realize that it is God who “wills
that all be saved and come to the knowledge of truth
(1 Tim 2:4),” and where we receive Christ’s Body and
Blood, the incarnate Son of God, the Word made
flesh. The perpetual gift of Christ to us, which is
God’s Word and his Body and Blood, are offered and
received for the good of our sanctification and salva-
tion. The grace that God offers to us, through his Son
Jesus, resides in both the Sacred Word of God and in
the Real Presence of his Sacred Body and Blood.
While the priest stands in the place of Christ at the
altar of sacrifice confecting the Eucharist, it is both
the priest/deacon who proclaim the Gospel and
preach and, together with the lector, proclaim God’s
Word.

The Office of Worship and Liturgy, as promulgated
by Bishop Roger Foys, has established in the diocese
norms for the practice of the ministries of extraordi-

nary ministers of Holy Communion and lectors
(March 13, 2011). In preparation for the norm’s
implementation, training for these two ministries
has been offered to all those who, at the request of
their pastors or administrators, are called to serve
the faithful in their respective parishes in these min-
istries. The reason for the training is twofold. First,
the diocese desires to establish consistent norms for
the practice of these ministries within the estab-
lished canons of the Church, and second, to teach the
importance of the practice of these ministries in the
life of the Church, particularly within the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass. 

The ministry of lector is recognized as exercising a
genuine liturgical function (“Sacrosantum Concilium,”
#24) and is recognized as supremely important in the
liturgy. Lectors should discharge the office with the
sincere piety and decorum demanded by so exalted a
ministry and rightly expected of them by the People of
God. The ministry thus requires lectors to accept the
responsibilities in such a way as to mirror in their own
inner spiritual life what has been generated through
their contemplation of God’s Word. As a priest or dea-
con contemplates the Word of God and literally and
spiritually makes it his own before he can preach effec-
tively and convincingly, so too the lector must contem-
plate God’s Word and be schooled in its meaning before
he or she can proclaim the Word of God in a way that
communicates understanding of the text reflecting
inner conviction and preparation. In this it is neces-
sary to understand that the lector is not merely the
reading of human words from a text, but rather what
is proclaimed is the revealed Word of God. Jesus teach-
es his disciples, saying, “What I tell you in the dark,

The Liturgy of the Word — God’s gift of love
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utter in the light; and what you hear whispered, pro-
claim upon the housetops.” (Matt 10:27) What he tells
the proclaimers of God’s Word and the hearers of God’s
Word in the recesses of their hearts in prayer, and
whispers to them in the silence of contemplation and
study, is what they proclaim for all to hear and to live
for all to see. 

It is God, therefore, who speaks to his people
through the sacred text. The one who proclaims God’s
Word participates in the three-fold baptismal minis-
terial graces of priest, prophet and king. These graces
are actualized in such a way that corresponds to the
Holy Spirit alive in hearts who, by grace, have
acquired a love of God’s Word and a have a firm desire
to communicate his Word for all to hear. There is thus
a sacred dignity and character inherent in, and
imposed on, one who proclaims the Scriptures; in a
certain sense one becomes the voice of God proclaim-
ing not the words of men, but the very word that
comes to us from God. That grace of the Holy Spirit,
in one called to be the minister of God’s Word, is given
in their anointing with sacred chrism imposed at bap-
tism and confirmation. This sacred dignity and char-
acter becomes visible in the way a person beloved of
God responds to the call to holiness (to be saints)
(Rom 1:7), visible in children called from darkness
into God’s marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9), and becomes a
light to the nations for all to see (Acts 13:47). The
Word of God is meant to produce an inner transfor-
mation and conversion of the heart: “For the word of
God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of the soul and spirit,
of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart (Heb 5:12)” not only in the
proclaimer but also in those who listen and heed the
word that comes to them from God. The Word of God

is meant to be enfleshed, meaning that it is “incarna-
tional,” where one becomes what they hear.

Isaiah offers a reminder and instructs God’s people
saying: “In the days to come, the mountain of the
Lord’s house shall be established as the highest
mountain and raised above the hills. All nations shall
stream toward it; many peoples shall come and say:
‘Come, let us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house
of the God of Jacob, that he may instruct us in his
ways, and we may walk in his paths.’” (Is 2:2-3)

God’s Word is meant to produce fruit in us that
will last, a fruit that comes from God’s teaching and
from our response to walk in his paths. In Second
Isaiah, God speaks these words: “For just as from
heavens the rain and the snow come down and do not
return there till they have watered the earth, making
it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to him who sows
and bread to him who eats, so shall my word be that
goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me
void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which
I sent it.” (Is 55:10-11) 

John the apostle and evangelist had this in mind
when he wrote: “In the beginning was the Word
(Logos in Greek) and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all
things were made through him, and without him was
not anything made that was made. In him was life,
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
(Jn 1:1-5). “And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his
glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father.” (Jn 1:14)

The fruit that God produces in us is to become
formed in the likeness of the Word Incarnate, Christ
Jesus. It is therefore not enough to say that I have
participated in the ministry of lector or that I have
completed my Sunday obligation to attend Mass. In
order to produce the good fruit that is everlasting in
us, it would be wise to listen attentively to God’s
Word as it is proclaimed at Mass and to apply it to
our lives. By doing so we welcome God to do in us
what he wills for our salvation. In participating in
the ministry of lector or, for that matter, any ministry
in the liturgy it is imperative that ministers apply
themselves diligently to preparation before Mass in
the study, contemplation and reflective reading of
God’s Word. This is especially true for those whose
responsibility it is to proclaim the Word of God with
clarity and conviction so as to effectively communi-
cate that which is entrusted to them. In the one litur-
gy of the holy Mass we have the gifts of God’s Word
and his Body and Blood given to us. May we learn to
fully appreciate these gifts of his divine love which
come to us through his self-sacrifice of love at Calvary
for our good and the good of his holy Church. 

Deacon Thomas M. Dushney is assigned to Mary,
Queen of Heaven Church, Erlanger.

CNS photo/Archbishop Terrence Prendergast
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Since 1975 Catholic Relief Service’s has invited
Catholics to Pray, Fast, Learn and Give, through its
Lenten Operation Rice Bowl program. Operation Rice
Bowl is a way of being in solidarity with the develop-
ing world. Every year Catholics raise more than $8
million through Operation Rice Bowl, 75 percent
of which is used to fund hunger and poverty
projects in over 40 countries. The remaining
25 percent stays in U.S. dioceses support-
ing food pantries and soup kitchens. Over
the next six weeks of Lent the Messenger
will feature information from CRS’
Operation Rice Bowl.

Reflect: How can you live out the
Catholic social teaching principle, Rights
and Responsibilities?

Pray: Pray for children, that they receive
access to a quality education. The Catholic social
teaching principle, Rights and Responsibilities,
reminds us of our responsibility to help every person
access their basic rights.

Learn: Dama Kashuru and her husband have
been caring for their grandson James since his moth-
er’s death. James was born with Cerebral Palsy and
has never been able to walk or talk clearly. Dama and
her husband could not afford to get James the regu-
lar medical attention that he needed.

In January 2010 a team working with CRS came
to Dama’s village and referred James to the St.
Francis Xavier School for Disabled Children, located
in a nearby town. Dama and her husband took James
to the school, and now he is receiving physical thera-

py every day. In addition, James has been intro-
duced to formal education, which his grand-

parents thought he would never receive.
Dama feels that a big burden has been
lifted from her shoulders, and she is very
happy that James is now thriving with
this special care.

Give: For more information on
Catholic Relief Services and their work

throughout the world visit www.crs.org.
Try this meatless Kenyan recipe, Irio.

6 white potatoes, cubed
1 cup watercress (or other leafy green), chopped
1 cup peas, cooked
1 cup corn, cooked
2 Tbsp butter
salt and pepper to taste
Place potatoes in a large pot and cover with water.

Cook until tender. Drain water and mash potatoes.
Stir in watercress, peas, corn, and butter and mix
until combined. Salt and pepper to taste. Serve hot.

Makes 4-5 servings

Operation Rice Bowl —
Pray, fast, learn and give

Laura Keener
Assistant Editor

To many, this year’s Diocesan Parish Annual
Appeal appears to be unlike campaigns of previous
years. But some will notice that the DPAA is experi-
encing a quiet, yet progressive technological shift
with the opportunity for online giving, an increase in
e-mail communication with parish
teams and for the first time this
year the introduction of a URL
campaign.

“In my second year here we
have had leadership volunteers
who have encouraged us to use
technologies that are available and
we have made an effort to incorpo-
rate them the best we can,” said
Michael Murray, director for the
Office of Stewardship and Missions.

The leadership volunteers Mr. Murray is referring to
are the DPAA general chair and leadership gift chair —
Dan Groneck and Marna Meier Zalla, respectively, and
last year’s general chair Jean Marie Tapke.

“Our leadership the last two years have been very
proactive in encouraging us to embrace these tech-
nologies,” said Mr. Murray. “Dan, Marna and Jean
Marie have volunteered in other institutions and
other non-profits and have seen how technology has
benefited others. When they came into the fold here
they have encouraged us to take advantage of these
technologies.”

The option to make a DPAA donation online was
available to donors for the first time last year. The
donations are made securely through US Bank. Mr.
Murray said that Mr. Groneck, who is U.S. Bank’s
Northern Kentucky market president, encouraged
his office to make online giving an option for donors.
Last year 74 donors took advantage of the online giv-
ing option for a total of $22,731.

“It was a good start last year. It wasn’t a huge num-
ber but there are people who are comfortable in that
idiom. So many people today are doing all of their
banking online and it’s right up their alley. So we con-

tinued to market online giving again this year and we
expect it to grow,” said Mr. Murray.

Building on the success of the use of technology
with online giving, this year Mr. Groneck and Mrs.
Zalla challenged Mr. Murray and his staff to explore
other areas of the DPAA campaign that might benefit
from the effective use of technology. So this year,

instead of printing 200 copies of
the 120-page DPAA handbook for
distribution to parishes, the Office
of Stewardship and Missions has
made a digital copy of the hand-
book available on the diocesan
website. Pastors, parochial vicars,
deacons, parish life collaborators,
parish secretaries, and DPAA
parish teams have been encour-
aged to view the handbook online

and print out the pages they feel would be helpful to
them. Additionally, all DPAA reports are available
online and the diocesan office is communicating with
parishes primarily through e-mail. These develop-
ments are not small tasks when considering the
diverse technological experiences of the 53 parishes
and missions in the Diocese of Covington.

“Parishes are so very different. Some are very high
tech and have the equipment, training and knowledge
to utilize technology while some are one-person shops
who simply don’t have the technology, but they are
coming around,” said Mr. Murray. “Because more
parishes are getting on board in their use of technology
we are having more success in communicating better
and marketing better. Between last year and this year
there has been a marked improvement at the parish
team level in utilizing these technologies because they
are further along in their training and knowledge base.
And it is going to continue to improve out there.”

Next week the Messenger will continue to explore
how the DPAA is embracing technology through its
introduction of a targeted URL marketing campaign.

For online information about the DPAA or to make
an online donation visit stewardship.covingtondio-
cese.org.

DPAA leadership encourages technology
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Catholic News Service
WASHINGTON — The U.S. bishops’ procedures

for addressing child sex abuse remain “strongly in
place” and the bishops remain “especially firm” in
their commitment “to remove permanently from pub-
lic ministry any priest who committed such an intol-
erable offense,” said the president of the U.S. bishops’
conference.

“This painful issue continues to receive our careful
attention,” said Archbishop Timothy M. Dolan of New
York.

“The protection of our children and young people is
of highest priority,” the archbishop said in a statement
released March 24. He added that the “Charter for the
Protection of Children and Young People” approved by
the bishops in 2002 “remains strongly in place.”

He said the bishops who met in Washington for the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Administrative
Committee meeting March 22-23 asked him to offer
reassurances about the Church’s resolve to address
sexual abuse and deal firmly with clergy who abuse
children.

The Administrative Committee — composed of the
executive officers, committee chairmen and regional
representatives of the USCCB — is the highest deci-
sion-making body of the bishops apart from the
entire body when it meets twice a year in general
assembly. Bishop Roger Foys of the Diocese of
Covington is a member of the committee, as a repre-
sentative of Region V.

“We bishops recommit ourselves to the rigorous
mandates of the charter, and renew our confidence in
its effectiveness,” Archbishop Dolan said in his state-
ment. “We repeat what we have said in the charter:
‘We make our own the words of His Holiness, Pope
John Paul II: that the sexual abuse of young people is
by every standard wrong and rightly considered a
crime by society; it is also an appalling sin in the eyes
of God.’”

Both the “Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People” and norms the U.S. bishops
approved for dioceses to adhere to the charter’s man-
dates have Vatican approval. The charter, which also
established the bishops’ Office for Child and Youth
Protection, was updated in 2005, the norms in 2006.

The charter mandates that safe environment pro-
grams be set up in dioceses and parishes. It also
requires an annual audit on how dioceses and religious
orders are complying with provisions in the charter.

In the nine years since the charter was first
approved, “we have constantly reviewed the high
promises and rigorous mandates of the charter, as we
continually try to make it even more effective,”
Archbishop Dolan said.

He said the bishops “keep refining” it based on
input from the lay-led National Review Board and
from Catholic parents, professionals, the victim-sur-
vivor community, law enforcement officials and dioce-
san victim-assistance coordinators.

“We want to learn from our mistakes and we wel-
come constructive criticism,” the archbishop added.

He said the bishops are to take up a “long-planned
review” of the charter during their June meeting.

Archbishop Dolan said the audits will continue in
order to check on how well the Church is able “to pro-
tect our young people, promote healing of victims/sur-
vivors and restore trust.”

In his statement, Archbishop Dolan said the
progress the Church has made in addressing abuse
“must continue and cannot be derailed; we want to
strengthen it even more; we can never stop working
at it, because each child and young person must
always be safe, loved and cherished in the church.”

He said the designation of April as National Child
Abuse Prevention Month provides the bishops with
“the providential opportunity to unite with all
Americans in a renewed resolve to halt the scourge of
sexual abuse of youth in our society.”

Dolan: Bishops’ commitment to address
clergy sex abuse remains firm
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Bishop Roger Foys invited this year’s 11 National Merit Finalists for Mass and a congratulatory breakfast
March 31 at the Curia Office, Covington. Finalists from left are: John Deis, Covington Latin School; Michael
Clines, superintendent for Catholic schools; Stephen McMurtry, Covington Latin School; Lauren Vennefron,
Villa Madonna Academy; Jacob Linkugel, St. Henry District High School; Bishop Foys; Charles DeMoss, Bishop
Brossart High School; Rebecca Wuestefeld, Notre Dame Academy; Michael Stephens, Covington Latin School;
and Lydia Doggett, Holy Cross District High School. National Merit Finalists not pictured are: Elizabeth Lorch,
Notre Dame Academy; and Cecily Kennedy and Sarahmarie Specht-Bird, Villa Madonna Academy.

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships. Of
approximately 1.4 million entrants each year some 15,000 highest scoring entrants become Finalists.

National Merit Finalists
Keener photo
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TV Mass. The cathedral’s 5:30 p.m. Mass April 10
will be shown live on ICN 6 on analog channel 99; 
digital channel 422.

Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, D.D., of the Archdiocese
of Louisville will be the featured lecturer for the
2011 Hillenmeyer Lecture, April 8, 7 p.m., at
Thomas More College, Crestview Hills. The topic is
“The Blessings and Challenges in Fostering a
Marriage-Friendly Church.” 

“Chastity Isn’t Just for Teens: How Single Adults,
Married Couples, Priests and Religious are called to
Authentic Lives of Love,” is an adult faith formation
presentation at St. Joseph Church, Cold Spring,
April 8, 7:30 p.m. in Kelley Hall.

Newport Central Catholic High School presents
“Seussical the Musical.” Performances are $8,
April 9, 15, and 16, 7:30 p.m. and April 17, 2:30
p.m.; April 10, Green Eggs and Ham brunch, 1 p.m.
$10. Call 307-1606.

Gift Card Bingo sponsored by St. Mary’s Altar
Society of Sts. Boniface and James Church, Ludlow,
April 9. Admission $5. Extra cards 2 for $1. Doors
open at 6 p.m.; jitneys 7 p.m.; regular games 8 p.m.
Children under 18 not permitted.

St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs, will host talks
on the “Life and Times of Cardinal Newman,”
April 10, 17 following 9:30 a.m. Mass. Father Philip
De Vous, pastor, will be the speaker. The series
repeats on Tuesdays, April 5, 12 at 7 p.m. in Noll Hall.

St. Charles Village, Ft. Wright, is hosting an open
house April 10, 1–3 p.m. The Village offers 1- and
2-bedroom cottages for seniors. Maintenance-free
living, along with social and spiritual opportunities,
is just one of many conveniences. Call 331-3224, ext.
201 or visit online at www.stcharlescare.org.

A “Soup-er” fundraiser to benefit the Mary Rose
Mission Kitchen will be held April 10, 11–7 p.m. at
Pee Wee’s Place, Crescent Springs. $25 donation,
unlimited soup! Five homemade soups to choose
from. Visit www.maryrosemission.org.

Friends Through Adoption and Catholic Charities-
Diocese of Covington will host its annual Birth
Parent Prayer Service April 10, 3:30 p.m. at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Burlington. The
service recognizes, honors and blesses birth parents
and their families. Call Melinda Kovacic, 817-0090
for information or if you want to help with service.

The Mustard Seed Community, Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington this month
will meet on the second Tuesday, April 12 (usually
meets each third Tuesday of the month) at St. Joseph
Heights, Hilton Drive, Park Hills (use the back
entrance) at 7:15–9 p.m. Visit www.ccrcovingtonky.org. 

Guest speaker Dr. Barbara N. Ramusack will give a
presentation titled “Indian Princes Then and
Now: Politicians, Celebrities and
Entrepreneurs” at Thomas More College’s seventh
annual Dr. Henry R. Winkler Academic Lecture
April 13, 7 p.m., in TMC’s Science Lecture Hall,
located in the Administration Building. As a histori-
an, Dr. Ramusack intends to delineate the gap
between representation and reality caused by
stereotypes. Visit www.thomasmore.edu.

The Bishop Brossart High School Class of 2011 will
present “Oklahoma” April 15–17 at St. Joseph
Church, Cold Spring, Memorial Hall. Friday and
Saturday performances begin at 8 p.m. and Sunday,
7 p.m. Tickets $8. Call 635-2108.

In 1997 Missy Jenkins was shot as she stood in a
prayer circle at her Paducah high school by a stu-
dent who opened fire, killing three and injuring oth-
ers. While lying in the ER, Missy forgave the stu-
dent who shot and paralyzed her. She is the co-
author of the book “I Choose To Be Happy — A
School Shooting Survivor’s Triumph Over Tragedy”
and will speak at the St. Catherine Praise and
Worship series “Radical Forgiveness” April 16, 7
p.m. at St. Catherine of Siena Church, Ft. Thomas.
No tickets required. Call 441-3438 or 441-1069.

St. Joseph Church, Crescent Springs, welcomes Msgr.
Eugene Morris for its parish mission April 17–20.
The theme is “The Glories of Holy Week: Exploring
the Saving Mystery of the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ.” April 17, 7 p.m.; April
18 and 20, 9:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.; April 19, 9:30 a.m.

Life In The Spirit Seminar: Are you looking for a
closer relationship with Jesus Christ? Come and
experience the power and the presence of the Holy
Spirit. A LISS is being held on Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m.,
April 26–June 7, at St. Joseph Heights, Park Hills.
Call 991-3860 or visit www.ccrcovingtonky.org.
Presented by the Mustard Seed Community, Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, Diocese of Covington.

Upcoming Marydale retreats: April 29–May 1,
Women’s Parish Retreat, with Father Raymond

Enzweiler, retreat master; theme to be announced.
Call 371-4224 to register. Cost is $125.

The Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home “Swing
Into Spring” dinner/auction, April 30, 7-11:30
p.m. at Summit Hills Country Club. Cost $65 per
person. Visit www.dcchome.org.

Newsworthy
Happy birthday to Father Paul Tenhundfeld,
retired, April 16; Father Matthew Cushing,
parochial vicar, St. Patrick Church, Maysville, April
19; and Father Kavungal Davy, C.M.I., pastor,
St. John Church, Carrollton, April 21.

Lila Garner, a junior at Newport Central
Catholic High School, has been selected to partic-
ipate in summer leadership seminars at West
Point Military Academy and the Annapolis Naval
Academy. Lila is one of 1,000 juniors selected
nationwide to participate.

Chase Hughes, a junior at St. Henry District
High School, Erlanger, was selected to participate
in the Serbia Youth Leadership Program in
March. Sixteen students were chosen to partici-
pate in this program sponsored by the U.S.
Department of State and the U.S. Embassy in
Serbia.

St. Henry District High School won its fourth
consecutive “Best Delegation Award” in winning
six of nine individual honors at the Miami
University Model United Nations on March 18–20.
Individual winners are: Jake Fessler, Taylor
Gamm, Maggie Maloney, Evan Otte and Alex
Samotis.

Adam Hoffmann, a junior at Newport Central
Catholic High School, has been selected to repre-
sent Kentucky as a National Youth Delegate to
the 2011 Washington Youth Summit on the
Environment at George Mason University, June
26–July 1.

Covington Catholic High School’s JV team
placed second while the varsity team earned first
place in the TEAMS (Tests of Engineering, Aptitude,
Mathematics and Science) contest March 2 at the
University of Cincinnati. Varsity team members are:
John Bayer, Brian Fagel, Dan Gregory, Grant Guess,
Khang Le, Michael Maurer, Josh Moorman, David
Moser and Jim Nutter. JV team members: Brett
Bauereis, Adam Goddard, Jeremy Greer, Mitchell
Haas, Kyle Hennies, Joe Kendall, Kyle Massie, Sean
Nemann and Nathan Wainscott.

Sacristan training
Deacon Jerry Franzen from the Cathedral in
Covington presented a sacristan training ses-
sion at St Francis Xavier Church, Falmouth.
Pictured with Deacon Franzen is parish secre-
tary, lector, choir member and extraordinary
minister of the Eucharist, Martha Lynn.

Fish Fries
Our Savior Church, Covington, April 15,
noon–6:30 p.m.

St. Catherine of Siena Church, Ft. Thomas, 
April 15, 4:30–7 p.m.

Remaining Fridays in Lent except Good Friday:

Holy Cross District High School Athletic Boosters,
5–8 p.m.

Mary, Queen of Heaven Church, Erlanger, 4–8 p.m.

St. Barbara Church, Erlanger, 4:30–8 p.m.

St. Benedict Church, Covington, 4:30 p.m.

St. Bernard Church, Dayton, 5–7 p.m.

Saint Cecilia Church, Independence, 5–8 p.m.

St. Edward Church, Cynthiana, 5–7 p.m.

St. Francis Xavier Church, Falmouth, 4–7 p.m.

St. Joseph Academy, Walton, 4:30–8 p.m.

St. Joseph Church, Camp Springs, 4–7:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church, Taylor Mill

St. Paul Church, Florence

St. Therese Church, Southgate, 5–7:30 p.m.

St. Thomas School, Ft. Thomas

St. Timothy Church, Union, 5–7:30 p.m.; 
drive-thru 4:30–7:30 p.m.

St. William Church, Willliamstown, 5–8 p.m.

Every Friday in Lent:

Father Bealer Knights of Columbus, Elsmere, 
11 a.m.–1 p.m. and 4:30–8 p.m. Call 342-6643.

Father DeJaco Knights of Columbus, Alexandria,
4–8 p.m. Call 635-9863.

Father Kehoe Council Knights of Columbus,
Ludlow, 4:30–7:30 p.m. Call 261-2704.

St. Augustine Church, Covington, 4–7 p.m.
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Gethsemani Trappist Abbey in Kentucky will host
several “Live-In” vocational retreats for single
men 18–55. Dates are May 2–9 and May 9–16. Call
(502) 549-4103.

Holy Cross District High School sponsors its annual
Alumni Flower Sale May 7 in the parking lot in
front of the high school 9 a.m.–noon. Planters, annu-
als and Mother’s Day gifts available. Bring containers
and have our team plant them for you. Pre-order
forms are online at hchscov.com. Call 746-9051.

The St. Henry District High School Women’s
Volleyball and Men’s Basketball teams will host
their 18th annual golf scramble May 21, 2 p.m. at
Boone County Golf Course. Entry fee is $85. Now
accepting hole sponsorships and donations for door
prizes. E-mail mkaiser@shdhs.org.

The Catholic Alumni Club International invites
young adults to a fun weekend in St. Louis,
Missouri, June 2–5. E-mail valksr@yahoo.com or
visit www.csacstlouis.org.

Anyone who at any time attended Corpus Christi
School, Newport, is invited to a school reunion June
18 at St. Therese Church, Southgate. Cost is $15 per
person. Spouses are invited. Make reservations no
later than May 18 by sending checks, payable to
Corpus Christi Reunion, to Lawrence Taylor, 38
Monohon Road, California, Ky. 41007 or Ferdy Grau,
8693 Sky View Dr., Florence, Ky. 41042. Write class
year on check. Call 441-3717 or 441-6901.

The Ladies’ Ancient Order of Hibernians of Northern
Kentucky is sponsoring a 14-day scenic tour
through Ireland July 13–26, 2011. The land-only
package is $2,069 per person. This trip is a fundrais-
er to allow continued giving to charities assisting the
needy in the area. Call 341-7778 or 384-2944.

Catholic Charities-Diocese of Covington Second
Chance Program needs several more male volun-
teer mentors. Have a positive impact in the lives of
those who need it most. Assist people who will be
released from prison as they enter or re-enter the
local community. Contact David Phillips, 581-8974,
ext. 117 or e-mail dphillips@covingtoncharities.org.

The Mustard Seed Community, Catholic Charismatic
Renewal, Diocese of Covington will celebrate first
Friday Mass each month at Mother of God Church,
Covington. Mass begins at 7:15 p.m. with praise and
worship. Prayer for healing will follow Mass. Visit
www.ccrcovingtonky.org or call 341-5339.

St. Joseph Interparochial School in Bowling
Green, Ky. will celebrate its 100th anniversary with
a gala weekend Sept. 17–18. Currently, the develop-
ment office and reunion committee are looking for
alumni. Visit www.stjosephschoolbg.org and click
the alumni tab. Former faculty and staff are also
asked to contact the school. Call (270) 842-7462.

Grace E. Jones Ronald B. Jones www.ronaldbjones.com

The Family-Owned Funeral Home: A Part of Our Community

Some people prefer traditional funeral services.
Others prefer cremation. Some want an elaborate

ceremony. Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. 

When it comes to funerals, there are as many
options as there are people. And we take pride 

in being able to say we offer them all.

All types of services 
for all types of people

RONALD B. JONES
F U N E R A L  H O M E

316 Elm Street • Ludlow, KY 41016

(859) 431-0072

Summer camps
Notre Dame Academy’s summer camp athletic
form is now available online. Visit www.ndapan-
das.org for a complete listing of camp offerings.

Basketball camp for girls entering grades 3–8
from June 13–16, 5:30–7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross
District High School gym, Latonia. Cost is $40.
Space is limited. To reserve your spot e-mail
HolyCrossGirlsHoops@gmail.com.

Newport Central Catholic High School has posted
on its website, www.ncchs.com, information and
registration forms for their summer basketball
and drama camps. Space is limited.

St. Henry District High School will host a girls’
volleyball camp June 13–16. To register visit
www.shdhs.org, click on athletics/girls volleyball.

Monday, April 11
5:30–7:30 p.m.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, national origin, handicap or familial status or an

intention to make any such preference, limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis.

Classified Ad Deadline: Friday at 11 a.m.
CLASSIFIED ADS are charged per column inch. 
NOVENAS are $1.25 per line, minimum $6.00 per ad. 
Ads may be placed by contacting the Messenger Advertising
Department at (859) 392-1572 or 392-1573.

Painting / Carpet Cleaning
Interior & exterior painting, carpet cleaning (free Scotchgard).

In business since 1988. Members of St. Timothy Parish.

Moore’s Carpet Cleaning — Union, Ky. — 384-6297

PROPERTY CLEAN-UP
BRUSH & TREE REMOVAL

Quick and Reliable
Garage, basement, attic, businesses, junk/trash hauled away.

FULLY INSURED. Call (859) 635-4714 or 380-4650.

HOUSE CLEANING
Isn’t it time you come clean? We don’t cut corners,

we clean them. Insured and bonded. 

Discount for senior cit izens and first-time clients. 

Call (859) 331-2640.

Hilton Head, SC — Palmetto Dunes Plantation
Fully equipped 3BR, 3 bath townhouse located on beautiful
Fazio Golf Course 8th hole fairway. Pool and playground. 5 min.
bike ride to beach. Superb central island location convenient 
to shopping, entertainment, bike trails/great restaurants.
Weekly/monthly rental available year-round. (859) 441-2259

859-283-5500
Serving all o f Northern Kentucky

GERDES CONCRETE & MASONRY
CONCRETE — Driveways, sidewalks, steps, patios, stamped
concrete.  MASONRY — Cultured stone, retaining walls, brick

pavers, foundation, fireplace, brick & chimney repairs. MISC. —
Mini-excavator, Bob Cat & drainage work. Quality work & ref.

Call Bill, (859) 331-4733.  Messenger advertiser since 1993.

Senior Home Care
Offers home care to include meals, baths, laundry,
elder sitting for safety, transportation, light housework,

GPS alzheimer’s wandering,
24 hour care, caregiver respite.
Call Chris Heimbrock Hiltz at
(859) 344-1463    
www.familywatch.biz

Vacation Condo Rental
Destin, FL — 3BR, 2 baths w ith gulf views. 2 pools, hot tub, 

tennis, exercise rm., close to golf courses. Includes beach umbrella.
$550–$1,650 weekly, monthly. Mention Messenger for discount.

(859) 344-0070 or www.findvacationrentals.com/11753.

We tailor our service
to your 

cleaning needs.
(859) 781-3300    
www.regalmaid.com 

BONDED    INSURED
Mention this ad for $30
off your first cleaning

O f f ice  Cl e a n i n g  A va i l a b l e

Detailed Cleaning
Excellent references, reliable & affordable. 

Bonded & insured. All types of cleaning, weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly, one time. Move-ins and move-outs. 

Call for a free estimate. (859) 727-3210.

NOVENA TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN. Oh, most beautiful
flower of Mt. Carmel, fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven,
Blessed Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh Star of the Sea, help me and show me
here you are my Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of God,
Queen of Heaven and Earth. I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in my necessity (make your
request). There are none that can withstand your power. Oh
Mary, Pray for us who have recourse to Thee, (three times).
Holy Mary, I place this prayer in your hands. (three times).
B.A.M.

NOVENAS

IN-HOME CAREGIVER
20 years experience with elderly. 

Worked with many well-known professionals. 
Excellent references. (859) 371-0694

GOESSLING LANDSCAPING
New installations, maintenance 

and tree removal.
Call Norb at (859) 586-8916 or 912-0340

GOOD JOB REMODELING LLC.
Interior/Exterior Work – Bathrooms, kitchens, framing, 

drywall, siding, roofing, clean out premises and scrap metal. 
Fair rates  —  Free estimates  —  Licensed and Insured

Call Steve for your remodeling needs  (859) 801-9925

ACREAGE & PRIVACY
Historical Burlington. Convenient country living. 

4BR, 2-1/2 baths, 4-car garage. Heated pool. 
Handicap accessible. Views. Must sell. 513-535-4301

Room Needed to Rent
Non-smoking, 60-year-old married man working at a

seasonal, 3rd-shift IRS job seeks a room to rent 4 days
per week in Covington/Newport area. (937) 248-8146

Foster Parents Needed
Married, Single or Retired. $$2,000 sign-on bonus$$

Monthly reimbursement. Free training & flexible schedule.
Call Kathleen Hughes, trainer at New Beginnings, 

(859) 462-5656

School Principal
St. Augustine Elementary School in beautiful
Augusta, Ky. is opening its search for a new 

principal for the 2011–2012 school year. 
The position includes limited teaching duties. 

The school is fully accredited and includes a faculty 
of 4 full-time and 3 part-time staff.

Candidates must be practicing Roman Catholics and
should have previous administrative or 

teaching experience, preferably in a Catholic school. 

Interested candidates should contact 
Mr. Stephen Koplyay at 859-392-1534.

JIVOIN & FAMILY CONSTRUCTION
Roofing — Shingles — Metal 

Concrete Driveways, Sidewalks, Patios, Steps
Stone Mason — Chimneys Built and Repaired

Exceptional Fireplaces Built and Repaired

Thank you for our 70th year — Johnny, Jason and John
Member HBA, BBB and NKY Chamber of Commerce (859) 586-6946

Part-time Sales & Leasing Agent
Valley View Condominiums • Crestview Hills, KY

Primarily responsible to assist in the procurement of new business
from companies and individuals who need temporary furnished 
housing. Must be proficient in generating leads and closing sales —
along with strong networking and communications skills.

Requirements:
• Proven sales record and strong customer service skills
• Strong decision-making and problem-solving skills
• Ability to work independently, as well as in a team environment
• Experience in Microsoft Office and Customer Relation software
• Ability to work some Saturdays each month (10 am–2 pm)

Qualified candidates should submit their resume to: 
Linda Schilling, General Manager, linda@liveatvalleyview.com,

561 Napa Valley Lane, Suite A, Crestview Hills, KY 41017

Accountant/Office Manager
Parish in Covington Diocese seeking an experienced,

part-time (30 hours per week) Accountant/Office
Manager who can perform both bookkeeping and
financial reporting duties and manage employees, 

volunteers, rental property, maintenance, and various
other administrative items. Candidates must have

accounting experience with some education in
Accounting; Word and Excel computer skills; 

detail oriented; excellent organizational 
and interpersonal skills.

Send resume, references, and confidential salary 
history to Mr. Steve Koplyay, Attn: Resumes, 
P.O. Box 15550, Covington, KY 41015-0550 

or email to skoplyay@covingtondiocese.org.  EOE
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“Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules” (Fox)
Gently humorous, and more family-friendly, sequel
about the tensions between a hapless seventh-grader
(Zachary Gordon) and his teenage older brother (Devon
Bostick). When their advice columnist mother tries to
get these constantly quarreling siblings to bond, big bro

goes from bullying perse-
cutor to mildly bad influ-
ence, leading to some
good-natured high jinks
that eventually involve
the younger lad’s best
friend. Director David

Bowers’ follow-up to the 2010 comedy “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid” sends its protagonist through another
series of embarrassing situations and useful learning
moments. During this time, he picks up lessons about
honesty and self-confidence. This time, though, the only
possible red flag for parents is raised by a few instances
of childish scatological humor, one of which can be seen
as vaguely irreverent. CNS: A-I; MPAA: PG.

“Hop” (Universal) Spring is on its way, but the
Easter Bunny’s “hare” apparent (voice of Russell
Brand) has gone AWOL in director Tim Hill’s comedy
of errors which — though it seamlessly blends live
action and computer animation — is somewhat less
than appropriate for its target audience. Junior, it
seems, would rather be a rock star than succeed his
father (voice of Hugh Laurie) as the world’s most
famous supplier of candy and goody baskets. So he
hops away to Hollywood, where he meets a similarly
disenchanted human (James Marsden). They bond

and learn lessons about family and the importance of
reconciliation, but not about the real meaning of
Easter itself, which is never so much as mentioned.
Along the way, the script’s vaguely coarse humor is
geared more toward adults than children, making
this collection of empty cinematic calories a not-so-
tasty morsel for the younger set. Some mildly rude
humor. CNS: A-II; MPAA: PG.

“Jane Eyre” (Focus) Director Cary Joji
Fukunaga’s adaptation of Charlotte Bronte’s classic
novel, though faithful, nonetheless ramps up the
gothic and scary elements of the plot. The orphan
Jane (Mia Wasikowska) survives a childhood of abuse
and religious fundamentalism to become governess at
Thornfield Hall, home of the enigmatic Edward
Rochester (Michael Fassbender). Jane focuses on her
work, trying to understand the eccentricities of her
spiritually tormented employer. Her guide and confi-
dante is the manse’s busybody housekeeper. Soon
Rochester’s bedroom is on fire, and Jane saves his life
— and melts his heart. They make plans to marry,
but fate, of course, has other things in store for these
star-crossed lovers. Possibly acceptable for mature
teens. Adult themes, some intense scenes of nonsexu-
al child abuse, an artistic nude image. CNS: A-III;
MPAA: PG-13.

“Source Code” (Summit) Taut direction by
Duncan Jones and game performances all around help
disguise the logical conundrums underlying this sci-fi
thriller. As part of a cutting-edge antiterrorism opera-
tion, a heroic Afghan War veteran (Jake Gyllenhaal) is
enabled to inhabit the body of a stranger during the
last minutes of the other man’s life when he and his
girlfriend (Michelle Monaghan) were passengers on a
doomed Chicago commuter train. By repeatedly reliv-
ing this brief period, the vet hopes to identify the plot-

ter who bombed the train and thus forestall a far worse
follow-up attack. The claustrophobic atmosphere of the
sometimes grim proceedings is offset by an emphasis
on the central character’s humanity, while the script’s
musings on life, death and parallel existences are too
confused either to challenge or reinforce beliefs of any
stripe. Recurring action violence, some of it potentially
disturbing, brief gory medical images, about a half-
dozen uses of profanity, at least one instance of the F-
word, some crude language. CNS: A-III; MPAA: PG-13.

“Sucker Punch” (Warner Bros.) Inchoate fantasy
designed especially for those who like their movies to
be thrill rides devoid of such niceties as coherent plot,
writing or wrap-up. Director Zack Snyder supposedly
folds a “girl power” message somewhere in here pit-
ting a quintet of combative maidens against hosts of
robot soldiers. The whole undertaking is obviously
aimed at an audience of adolescent boys.
Considerable intense gun and knife violence, at least
one instance of profanity, fleeting crude language,
and a couple of scenes of sexual menace. CNS: A-III;
MPAA: PG-13.

greater strength of love in face of death.”
“Love is as strong as death,” then, is validated in

the paschal mystery. The Christian shares in the vic-
tory of love which is grounded ultimately in the inter-
vention of God culminating in the resurrection of
Christ. The paschal mystery proclaims that good is
stronger than evil, that love is stronger than death.

In “Deus Caritas Est” (“God is Love,” 2005), Pope
Benedict XVI refers to “a certain relationship
between love and the Divine: love promises infinity,
eternity

— a reality far greater and totally other than
our everyday existence.” (DCE n. 5)

Again, meditating on the theme, the “Eucharist
as the Sacrament of Transformation” in “On the
Way to Jesus Christ” (2005), Pope Benedict XVI,
drew these insights from the relationship between
Eucharist and Christ’s redemptive death and resur-
rection: “… he [Jesus] transforms, from within,
men’s acts of violence against him into an act of self-

giving for these men — into an act of love. …
Because Christ from within transforms violence into
an act of love and thus conquers it, death itself is
transformed: love is stronger than death.”

The Cross leads to Resurrection since the “trans-
formation of death into resurrection” emanates from
Christ’s saving death on the Cross.

In his “Altogether Gift: A Trinitarian Spirituality”
Michael Downey draws similar implications from
the redemptive mystery. The passion and death of
Christ is “Love’s Word: giving of itself even and
especially in weakness and vulnerability, in dark-
ness and in death.”

The Love that did not abandon Jesus in his last
hour on the cross sustains Christians in their pil-
grimage of life “wherever that may be” and will not
withdraw from them in the darkness and vulnera-
bility of their final hour.

Father Ronald Ketteler is director of ecumenism
and continuing education of priests, episcopal liai-
son to the Messenger and professor of theology at
Thomas More College.

Resurrection
(Continued from page 5)

4432 Dixie Hwy., Erlanger, Ky
342-6060

“WHERE SERVICE HAS BEEN A
FAMILY TRADITION SINCE 1941”

Tree Trimming and Removal
Stump Removal  —  Drainage & Grading
Seeding & Sodding  —  Retaining Walls

Walks & Patios  —  Decks

LANDSCAPING DESIGN,
INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE

(859) 781-1562 Excellence Since 1979

Protecting God’s Children for Adults
For all employees and volunteers of the 

Diocese of Covington who in any way provide a 
safe environment for children:

Step 1: Complete the volunteer application and
acceptance forms at your parish or school after review-
ing the Diocesan Policies and Procedures for Addressing
Sexual Misconduct with your supervisor.

Step 2: Register at www.virtus.org. To register, visit
www.virtus.org and click on “registration” and follow
the prompts.   

Step 3: Choose and attend a class. Parents and
other interested persons are most welcome. No children,
please.

! St. Edward School, Cynthiana (Brinker Hall)
Saturday, April 30, 1 to 4:30 p.m.

! St. Patrick Church, Taylor Mill (Parish Hall)
Tuesday, April 26, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

! St. Paul School, Florence (Room 201) 
Wednesday, May 18, 6:30 to 10 p.m.

Bulletins will begin only after you have completed
your live training and been processed. You will receive
e-mail notices that say system@pub.virtus.org unless
your computer program blocks them. Access your 
bulletins (12 per year), using these directions:

– www.virtus.org
– Enter your ID and password
– Click on TRAINING at top toolbar
– Click on TRAINING COMPLIANCE on left green panel
– Click on TRAINING REPORT
– Click on (CLICK FOR DETAILS)
– Choose a bulletin to read
– Hit SUBMIT after finishing EACH article.

! April Bulletin: posted April; due May 3

To Update Your Account:
Do you need to change contact information or where
you volunteer?

– www.virtus.org
– Enter your ID and password
– Click on TOOLBOX
– Click on UPDATE MY ACCOUNT
– Edit your information and save.

If you are having difficulties with the program, please
call Anita Geiger at (859) 392-1565 or e-mail
ageiger@covingtondiocese.org.

Movie
Capsules

For full reviews of each of these films — go to
www.covingtondiocese.org, visit the Messenger
page, and click on www.catholicnews.com or
call 1-800-311-4CCC.

Catholic News Service (CNS) classifications are:
• A-I — general patronage; 
• A-II — adults and adolescents; 
• A-III — adults; 
• L — limited adult audience (films whose problematic

content many adults would find troubling); 
• O — morally offensive.
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SHOPPER’S GUIDE

24 HR./7 DAY EMERGENCYSERVICE
Since 1953

Fire Alarm Systems •  Electrical Systems •  Heating Systems •  Air Conditioning Systems
¥ New installations¥ Repair all installations
¥ Clean & Service¥ HumidiÞers
¥ Oil or Propane¥ Radiant or Gas Heat
¥ Electronic Air Cleaner¥ Hot Water Heat Systems

441-7161                Licensed Master HVAC Contractor M02125

Caregivers with character! Reliable caregivers provide up 
to 24 hour non-medical care in your home.

Hygiene assistance, meals, light housework, companionship.
Affordable rates.Top Background Checks.

Cindy Sesher —Director

7209 U.S. Hwy. 42, Florence, KY • (859) 647-6770
5643 Cheviot Rd., Ste. 6c, Cincinnati, OH • (513) 598-6770

ROOM ADDITIONS
Bathrooms, Kitchens 

and Basements

CEMENT
Driveways and Steps

CHIMNEYS
and Elegant Fireplaces

Built and Repaired

CUSTOM DECKS
Built, Repaired, Pressure

Washed and Stained

ROOFING
Slate, Flat Roofs, Shingles

GUTTERS
Cleaned and Repaired
New Gutters Installed

Call John, Jason or Johnny

(859) 586-6946
Thank you for 70 years! 

Member N.Ky. Chamber of Commerce, BBB and HBA

JIVOIN & FAMILY
CONSTRUCTION

Hancock Drain Service Inc.
#1 in the #2 Business

Residential and Commercial

• All Types of Drains
• Problem Lines
• Preventive Maintenance
• Sump Pump Lines
• Jetting, Filming and Locating

(859) 356-6811

Master HVAC #M04784

(859) 261-8269
Senior discounts available

www.tomrechtin.com

$1000 OFF
on service call

with this ad
One coupon per visit.

Call Mike at the Messenger for information on placing your ad 
in the Shopper’s Guide.  (859) 392-1572

2489 DIXIE HWY.
FT. MITCHELL

341-1520

• Bibles
• Books

• Gifts

Call the only Knochelmann company run
and owned by the Knochelmann family.
We treat you like family. 859.341.1200

Patricia Zapor
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Migrants around the world
struggle to find welcome, making the Catholic
Church’s challenge to educate its own people about
the teachings of the faith a universal one, said
Cardinal Theodore E. McCarrick, the retired arch-
bishop of Washington who was the keynote speaker
during a daylong conference on the subject.

“I have witnessed the migration phenomena in all
its forms,” said Cardinal McCarrick at the March 21
conference co-sponsored by The Catholic University of
America and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
“In every visit to another country, migration is part of
the conversation. And it’s not a pretty sight. But it can-
not be ignored, because it involves human beings.”

Earlier in the day, speakers representing the
USCCB and the Migration Policy Institute took a
detailed look at the theological development of
Catholic teaching on migration and how that shapes
the Church’s public policy approach. Later, speakers
tackled the role of faith-based groups in the ongoing
U.S. debate about immigration policy and delved into
U.S.-Mexico relations and how they are affected by
migration issues.

Cardinal McCarrick, whose international travels
haven’t slowed since his retirement in 2006, traced
migration-related Scriptures from the flight of the
Israelis in Exodus to the admonition in Leviticus that
“the stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the
native among you” and through the New Testament.

“Jesus was an itinerant preacher,” he reminded
the audience. “He had nowhere to lay his head. There
are many like that in our world today.”

In today’s society, “you may not recognize Jesus at
first” in a stranger, “but he is there,” said Cardinal
McCarrick.

Globalization makes more urgent the need for the
Church to defend the human rights of the tens of mil-
lions of refugees and other people who are in search
of a better life, he said. The cardinal serves as a board
member for Catholic Relief Services, among other
activities that take him around the world.

He told of recently meeting a family of Iraqi
Christians who were refugees in Jordan and expect-
ed not to be able to go home anytime soon.

The husband of the family explained that he had
been waiting for Mass to start last Oct. 31 at a Syrian
Catholic Church in Baghdad, when he heard explo-
sions outside. He decided to leave, and later learned
58 people, including two priests, were murdered in an
attack on the church.

After being directly threatened with death, he and
his wife decided to leave Iraq and he told his sons of
the plan, he told the cardinal. The boys said they did-
n’t want to go, because their friends and familiar
places were there.

Cardinal McCarrick said the man finally told his
boys, “Well, if we stay, we can’t talk to Jesus any
more,” meaning they couldn’t go to church.

“We can’t stay without Jesus,” his 6-year-old
responded and agreed to leave.

Cardinal McCarrick bemoaned the fact that U.S.
government plans to withdraw troops from Iraq don’t
include any public plan to protect religious minorities.

Meanwhile, in neighboring countries such as Syria
and Jordan, which have absorbed Iraqi refugees, “the
welcome mat is fraying” as they face their own polit-
ical struggles, he said.

In outlining Church teaching on the rights of
migrants, J. Kevin Appleby, director of migration pol-
icy and public affairs for the USCCB, traced the same
scriptural roots Cardinal McCarrick referenced and
listed some principles that guide the work of his
office:

— That people have a right to migrate to be able to
care for themselves and their families, as well as a
right to be able to support themselves without
migrating; that governments have a sovereign right
to control their borders; that refugees and asylum
seekers should be protected; and that the rights and
dignity of people without immigration documents
should be protected.

“These rights are not absolute,” he added, saying
the balance favors individuals over governments and
human life and dignity over other concerns.

Don Kerwin, vice president for programs at the
Migration Policy Institute and former director of the
Catholic Legal Immigration Network, elaborated on
similar points, noting, for example, that “states don’t
give us rights. States exist to give us ways to honor
our God-given rights.”

Governments have a responsibility to honor the
common good by making it possible for people to sur-
vive decently, he said. But “if you can’t survive, you
have a right, sometimes a responsibility, to migrate.”

Like Jesus, world’s migrants seeking 
a place of welcome, says cardinal
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Anti-Muslim sentiment: Reminds
Catholics of own experience

WASHINGTON — When Sen. Richard Durbin, D-Ill., led
the first Senate Judiciary Committee hearing examining
the civil rights of American Muslims March 29, he held aloft
a small yellow prayer book no bigger than his hand. The
senator described the Catholic prayer book, written in
Lithuanian and published in 1863, as a “family treasure”
that his grandmother brought with her when she immigrat-
ed to the United States in 1911. The book, the only remain-
ing item from that journey, was considered contraband in
her homeland at the time because all prayer books were
ordered to be written in Russian. Durbin, assistant majority
leader in the Senate, described his grandmother as “no con-
stitutional scholar” but someone who knew that she would
be able to use that prayer book freely in the United States.
“She knew America granted that freedom (of religion) and
that’s what this hearing is all about,” said Durbin at the
first hearing of the new Subcommittee on the Constitution,
Civil Rights and Human Rights. In opening remarks, Sen.
Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., chairman of the Judiciary Committee,
also shared anecdotal stories about family faith, but his
observations were less upbeat as he recalled anti-Catholic
bigotry that his Irish father and Italian grandparents expe-
rienced in the United States. The senators’ comments reflect
the range of experience of many religious groups in the
United States. While some felt religious freedom for the
first time when they came to America, others — simply
because of their beliefs — have been threatened and dis-
criminated. The focus of the March 29 hearing was to close-
ly examine a reported backlash of attacks against American
Muslims since the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The hearing took
place just weeks after Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., chaired a
House Homeland Security Committee hearing on Islamic
radicalization and terrorism in America.

High court tosses out challenge
to tuition tax credit program

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court April 4 tossed out
a challenge to Arizona’s tuition tax credit program — which
directs money to scholarships for students at mostly
Catholic nonpublic schools — saying that because no direct
state expenditures are involved, taxpayers have no legal
basis for suing. The 5-4 ruling written by Justice Anthony
Kennedy held that because the arrangement is for taxpay-
ers to receive tax credits for their donations to tuition schol-
arship organizations, no actual state spending is involved
and that therefore taxpayers in general lack jurisdiction for
challenging the program. “In an era of frequent litigation,
class actions, sweeping injunctions with prospective effect,
and continuing jurisdiction to enforce judicial remedies,
courts must be more careful to insist on the formal rules of
standing, not less so,” wrote Kennedy. He was joined in the
decision by Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Antonin
Scalia, Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito. In a strong dis-
sent, Justice Elena Kagan said that because of the program
the state has lost an estimated $350 million in revenue that
never got into government coffers since the 1997 law took
effect. The program allows tax credits of up to $500 for indi-
viduals and $1,000 for couples who donate money to a schol-
arship tuition organization, which in turn uses the money
to fund scholarships for students who attend private
schools, including religious schools. The vast majority of
such scholarships have gone to students who attend reli-
gious schools. “The court’s arbitrary distinction threatens to
eliminate all occasions for a taxpayer to contest the govern-
ment’s monetary support of religion. Precisely because
appropriations and tax breaks can achieve identical objec-
tives,” wrote Kagan, “the government can easily substitute
one for the other. Today’s opinion thus enables the govern-
ment to end-run (a previous ruling that guaranteed) access
to the judiciary. From now on, the government need follow
just one simple rule — subsidize through the tax system to
preclude taxpayer challenges to state funding of religion.”

Church giving rebounding, 
but Catholic picture different

WASHINGTON — Church giving is beginning to rebound
from challenges posed by the recession, according to a new
survey involving mostly Protestant churches. In the third
annual “State of the Plate” survey, which included respons-
es from more than 1,500 congregations, 43 percent of the
responding churches said donations were up in 2010, 39
percent said they were down and 18 percent said they
remained the same as the year before. “There is good news
here but also some continuing bad news,” said Brian Kluth,
founder of Maximum Generosity who began the State of the
Plate surveys in 2009 to measure the effects of the recession

on church giving. Christianity Today International and the
Evangelical Council for Financial Responsibility joined with
Kluth’s group in soliciting responses to the latest survey
from among their constituencies. Because the three organi-
zations work primarily with Protestant congregations, most
of the responses came from evangelical (24 percent), Baptist
(23 percent), nondenominational (21 percent), mainline
Protestant (13 percent) or charismatic/Pentecostal churches
(12 percent). Only 2 percent of the responding congregations
described themselves as Catholic or Orthodox. But a
Catholic expert in giving said the survey results might or
might not reflect Catholic giving patterns. “Despite the
economy, people support causes to which they feel the most
attachment and engagement,” said James K. Kelley, presi-
dent of the International Catholic Stewardship Council.
Noting that giving increased during eight of the 10 years of
the Great Depression, Kelley said “offertory collections
should not be down at this time” as long as churches are
welcoming and community-building places that educate
parishioners properly about the need to return their time,
talent and treasure to God.

Delegation urges Congress to
address human right abuses

WASHINGTON — A group of Catholic and other human
rights advocates said that since their country’s 2009 coup,
Hondurans have struggled with human rights abuses, and
they encouraged the U.S. Congress to refuse to cooperate
with the Honduran government. “What we have now is the
leftovers of a state,” said Berta Olivia from the Committee
of Relatives of the Detained and Disappeared in Honduras,
one of the three delegates who spoke at a briefing March 23
for congressional staff. Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass., spon-
sored the session on Capitol Hill with visiting human rights
delegates from Honduras to discuss their charges of police
repression of teachers, political activists, journalists and
human right defenders. Olivia, along with the other two
delegates, urged the United States to cut financial support
for government institutions, particularly the police. She
asked that the United States help prevent Honduras from
rejoining the Organization of American States, which pro-
motes social and economic development in the Western
Hemisphere. The OAS condemned Honduras’ 2009 coup and
suspended its membership. Olivia also urged that a com-
mission made up of members of Congress visit the country
to see the persecution and violations of human rights. In
June 2009, President Manuel Zelaya was forced from office,
arrested at his home before dawn one morning under an
arrest warrant issued by the Supreme Court. Zelaya was
put on a plane to Costa Rica, and Roberto Micheletti, speak-
er of Congress, took his place. The complaints against
Zelaya centered on his efforts to begin to rewrite the consti-
tution, in part to do away with presidential term limits,
which would not have affected him. President Porfirio Lobo
was chosen during the regularly scheduled election in
January 2010. Violence has increased during ongoing
protests by teachers who, according to The Associated
Press, demanded their six-month back pay and opposed a
law that would give parents oversight of schools.

Vatican’s new financial 
oversight norms go into effect

VATICAN CITY — Individuals carrying more than 10,000
euros (about $14,000) into or out of Vatican City State must
declare the amount to proper authorities under a new law
aimed at meeting international norms against money-laun-
dering and financing terrorism. The new measures to guar-
antee financial transparency in the Vatican went into effect
April 1 and reflect the latest European Union regulations. At
the end of 2010, Pope Benedict XVI established the
Financial Information Authority, an independent agency to
oversee monetary and commercial activities of all Vatican-
related institutions, including the Vatican bank. At the same
time, the Vatican promulgated a new law that defined finan-
cial crimes and established penalties — including possible
jail time — for their violation. One provision of the new law
required that anytime more than 10,000 euros is brought
into or out of Vatican City, whether in the form of cash, coins
or checks, it must be declared, the Vatican said in a written
statement April 1. If the money is involved in any kind of
transaction with a Vatican office or organization, including
the Vatican bank, the declaration goes to the designated
administrator in that office, the statement said. If, however,
the currency is to remain in the individual’s personal posses-
sion and will not be transferred, then the amount must be
declared to the Vatican gendarmes at the entrance of
Vatican City, it said. The Vatican gendarmes have the
authority to stop and search vehicles, bags or other objects if
they have any reason to suspect the required currency decla-
ration has not been made, the statement said.

John Paul II being beatified 
for holiness, not his papacy

ROME — Pope John Paul II is being beatified not
because of his impact on history or on the Catholic Church,
but because of the way he lived the Christian virtues of
faith, hope and love, said Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes. “Clearly his cause was
put on the fast track, but the process was done carefully
and meticulously, following the rules Pope John Paul him-
self issued in 1983,” the cardinal said April 1, during a con-
ference at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in
Rome. Cardinal Amato said the sainthood process is one of
the areas of Church life where the consensus of Church
members, technically the “sensus fidelium” (“sense of the
faithful”), really counts. “From the day of his death on April
2, 2005, the people of God began proclaiming his holiness,”
and hundreds, if not thousands, visit his tomb each day, the
cardinal said. A further sign is the number of biographies
published about him and the number of his writings that
are translated and re-published. “In the course of a beatifi-
cation cause, there is the vox populi,” he said, which must
be “accompanied by the vox dei (voice of God) — the mira-
cles — and the vox ecclesiae (voice of the Church),” which is
the official judgment issued after interviewing eyewitnesses
and consulting with historians, physicians, theologians and
Church leaders to verify the candidate’s holiness.

The programs give children three simple rules —
“say no,” “get away” and “tell someone.” Middle and
high school children are also taught how to be “date
safe” with a focus on relationships with peers.

Educating children is necessary because “it is rare
that (an abuser) is someone unknown; (it’s usually) a
close friend or relative,” Bishop Foys said. “We live in
a time when we can’t be as trusting as we once were.
And that’s one of the reasons we go to such great
pains to teach children what to look for … they are
never too young to learn how to protect themselves.”

The Charter also requires that a thorough back-
ground check be completed on all incardinated and
non-incardinated priests and deacons engaged in
ministry. “Before we let any priest, deacon or reli-
gious function in the diocese we do a thorough back-
ground check,” said Bishop Foys. Reference checks
are also obtained on priests, deacons, and religious
who come into the diocese to minister or to speak.

”To my knowledge there is no one working in the
diocese, in a diocesan institution or diocesan min-
istry that has a credible allegation of sexual abuse
against them,” Bishop Foys said.

For nearly a decade the Catholic Church in the
U.S. has led efforts to educate adults and children to
identify situations and behaviors harmful to children
and to respond appropriately and responsibly. The
Diocese of Covington continues its vigilance.

“I know we have been committed for the last nine
years. … We have an ongoing commitment that we
can’t renege on and as long as I’m bishop we won’t
renege on. Even one case of children sex abuse is too
much. We have to keep on doing what we are doing
and not become complacent, or not think it’s over or
a thing of the past. If we forget, we leave ourselves
open to the possibility of recurrences. We must
recommit ourselves every day to keeping children
safe, just every day.”

Anyone who has experienced sexual misconduct by
a cleric, employee, religious or volunteer of the Diocese
of Covington is asked to contact Margaret Schack,
diocesan victims assistance coordinator, (859) 392-
1515. Professional assistance and pastoral support
will be provided in confidentiality and with respect.

To report suspected child abuse or neglect call the
Child Protection Hot Line at (800) 752-6200 or the
Cabinet for the Protection of Families and Children
in your county.

A copy of the “Diocesan Policies and Procedures for
Addressing Sexual Misconduct” is available online at
www.covingtondiocese.org in the Child and Youth
Protection box.

Abuse prevention
(Continued from page 1)
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Bishop Roger Foys and Father Daniel Schomaker, bishop’s assistant and assistant director of
seminarians, joined the diocese’s seminarians for a fraternal weekend March 25–28 at the
Pontifical College Josephinum, Columbus. Also pictured is Msgr. William Cleves, vice rector.

Seminarians gather 
with Bishop Foys


