
BARRY County
Cassville: St. Edward
Monett: St. Lawrence
Pulaskifield: SS. Peter and Paul
Shell Knob: Holy Family

BARTON County
Lamar: St. Mary

BOLLINGER County
Glennon: St. Anthony*
Leopold: St. John

BUTLER County
Poplar Bluff: Sacred Heart

CAPE GIRARDEAU County
Cape Girardeau:

Cathedral of St. Mary
Old St. Vincent (Chapel)
St. Vincent de Paul

Jackson: Immaculate Conception
CARTER County

Grandin: St. Anne*
Van Buren: St. George*

CEDAR County
El Dorado Springs: St. Elizabeth
Stockton: St. Peter, Apostle*

CHRISTIAN County
Billings: St. Joseph
Nixa: (New parish)
Ozark: St. Joseph the Worker

DADE County
Greenfield: St. Patrick*

DALLAS County
Buffalo: St. William

DENT County
Montauk: St. Jude (Chapel)
Salem: Sacred Heart

DOUGLAS County
Ava: St. Leo the Great*

DUNKLIN County
Glennonville: St. Teresa
Kennett: St. Cecilia
Malden: St. Ann

GREENE County
Springfield: Cathedral of St. Agnes

Holy Trinity
Immaculate Conception
Sacred Heart
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
St. Joseph

HOWELL County
Mountain View: St. John Vianney
West Plains: St. Mary
White Church: St. Joseph*
Willow Springs: Sacred Heart

IRON County
Ironton: Ste. Marie du Lac
Viburnum: St. Philip Benizi*

JASPER County
Carthage: St. Ann
Joplin: St. Mary

St. Peter
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hy should parishioners
read the “Diocese at a
Glance,” in this issue of
The Mirror? Who will

benefit? What good will come from
reading these pages of numbers and
graphs?

These were questions addressed to
Bp. John J. Leibrecht regarding this is-
sue’s published study on the diocese
conducted by the Center for Applied
Research in the Apostolate (CARA) in
Georgetown University.

“Why? To help people under-
stand the church to which they belong,
in their own parish and beyond,” an-
swered Bp. Leibrecht. And awareness,
said the bishop, means more unity and
possibly more common effort. Aware-
ness calls the church to live its mission.

Some parishioners may be aware
of the needs of their parish and neigh-
boring parishes, but may not be aware
of the needs of parishes farther away
within the diocese, he said. This study
can help change that. 

In the May 21 issue of The Mirror,
the bishop wrote: “With the year 2000
as their basis for statistical information,
CARA reports on our population, race
and ethnicity, age structure, urban and
rural areas, costs of owned and rented
housing, household income, and areas
of poverty in southern Missouri. The
study concludes with several challenges
for our diocese in light of information
in the report.” 

After the Second Vatican Council,
the idea was formed that if the church
were to move forward, available statis-

tics would be helpful. Thus, CARA was
formed. This year the center celebrates
its 40th anniversary of applied research.

In autumn 2003, Bp. Leibrecht
learned of CARA’S fairly new study for
individual dioceses called “Diocese at a
Glance.” The bishop saw the study as a
tool to improve the ministries of our
diocese. He also saw the opportunity
the study may bring to initiate new
programs to meet the needs of the
church and the larger communities.

“I am in awe at how much can
develop out of information when we
take it to heart and do something about
it,” Bp. Leibrecht said. “I have high
hopes about what will come out of this
study.”

The bishop said that parishioners
already possess a desire to reach out and
help those in need. “Our church is real-
ly something,” Bp. Leibrecht said fond-
ly. “We belong to one another. But un-
less we are aware of one another and
(our) needs, the help can’t come.”

The bishop recalled one example
of a thriving ministry which first began
by awareness and one telephone call. A
few years ago, Bp. Leibrecht was dis-
cussing the state of poverty in Howell
County with Fr. Sherman B. Wall, OMI,
pastor, Sacred Heart Parish, Willow

Springs. Fr. Wall then brought that con-
cern to the attention of a few parish-
ioners. Before long Missourians United
to Combat Hunger (MUNCH) was start-
ed. The idea for a food pantry began in
one Catholic parish and grew to be-
come an ecumenical program—now
the largest  in Howell County. Bp.
Leibrecht said other ministries through-
out the diocese have similar beginnings,
initially because of new awareness.

Bp. Leibrecht added that the infor-
mation from the CARA study will com-
plement the history book, now being
written and will be available in autumn
2005 for the diocese’s 50th anniversary.
The history, he said, will tell us where
we have been. The statistical report will
help us meet challenges for the future.

©TM

Diocese at a glance
Awareness key to unity and increased mission of church
By Julie Pettyjohn
Springfield

W

Parishes,
Missions
in diocese by county

See Parishes / 12

Map 1. Percent Catholic of the Total Population of Missouri: 2000
Dioceses in the Province of St. Louis

Data sources
Data on the size and distribution of the

Catholic population is from Churches and Church
Membership: 2000, collected by the Association of
Statisticians for American Religious Bodies (ASARB),
and published by the Glenmary Research Center in
2002.

This report uses data on characteristics of the
total population, according to the 2000 census. Data
on total population size, race and ethnicity, age, ur-
ban and rural areas, and housing are from the census
“short form” and represent data on 100 percent of
the population. These data are available from Sum-
mary File 1 at www.census.gov.

Data on income and poverty for the total pop-
ulation are from the census “long form” which was
distributed to a sample of about one in six house-
holds. These data have been weighted by the Census
Bureau to represent the total population, and are avail-
able from Summary File 3 at www.census.gov.
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stablished in 1956, the Diocese
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
was created when the area
governed by the Province of

St. Louis experienced a complete re-
alignment with respect to its diocesan
boundaries. The diocese covers 25,719
square miles, and includes 39 counties
across the southern edge of the state of
Missouri. It borders each of the other
three dioceses in the Province of St.
Louis, as well as the Diocese of Little
Rock to its south, the Dioceses of Wi-
chita and Tulsa to the west, and the
Dioceses of Belleville, Owenshoro, and
Memphis to its east.

As shown in Map 1 (p.1), the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
is one of four dioceses in the Province
of St. Louis and the state of Missouri.
Large differences exist among the four
dioceses with respect
to the concentration
of Catholics within
the total population.
The proportion
Catholic ranges from a
high of 26 percent in
the Archdiocese of St.
Louis to a low of 5 per-
cent in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau.

Just as the total
population is not
evenly distributed
throughout the state,
neither is the Catholic
population evenly dis-
tributed throughout
the province. Nearly
two-thirds of Catholics
in the province live in
the Archdiocese of St.
Louis itself. The Dio-
cese of Kansas City-St.
Joseph has an addi-
tional 19 percent of
the Catholic popula-
tion, while about one
in 10 Catholics in the
province live in the
Diocese of Jefferson
City. In terms of
Catholic population
size, the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau is the smallest
diocese in the
province, with roughly
59,000 Catholics.
These Catholics resid-
ing in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau constitute
about 7 percent of all
Catholics in the state
of Missouri and the

Province of St. Louis.
Map 2 (p. 3) illustrates in greater

detail the geographic boundaries of
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau, including the 39 counties that
make up the diocese. In most of the
counties of the Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardeau, less than 5 percent of
the total population is Catholic and in
many counties the proportion
Catholic is less than 3 percent.

Scott County and Cape Gi-
rardeau County, bordering the Diocese
of Belleville in Illinois, have the largest
proportion Catholic in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau (about 16
percent and 15 percent, respectively).
Directly west of Cape Girardeau Coun-
ty, Bollinger County has the next
largest proportion of its population
that is Catholic, about 8 percent.

Diocese at a glance
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau

Four counties in the western side
of the diocese have a larger concentra-
tion of Catholics than the 5 percent
seen for the diocese overall. In Barry
County 7 percent of the total popula-
tion is Catholic, followed by Greene
County and Lawrence County (about
6 percent each) and Jasper County (5
percent).

Scott City and the city of Cape
Girardeau are located in the respective
counties of Scott and Cape Girardeau,
and are home to the largest concentra-
tion of Catholics in the diocese. The
city of Springfield is located in Greene
County. Reflecting a pattern seen in
other parts of the country, it is com-
mon to find relatively larger concen-
trations of Catholics near urban areas.

As mentioned previously, most
areas of the Diocese of Springfield-

E
Cape Girardeau do not have a large
Catholic presence. In fact, in more
than half of all counties (20 of the 39)
fewer than one in 35 people is
Catholic. In several counties (Shan-
non, Dade, Dallas, Ozark, Pemiscot,
Reynolds) the proportion Catholic is
even lower, at approximately 1 per-
cent.

Even though the Catholics in
some areas of the diocese are widely
dispersed, it is important to explore all
areas and all people to gain a larger un-
derstanding of the total population in
which the Catholic Diocese of Spring-
field-Cape Girardeau operates. The fol-
lowing sections highlight important
socio-economic characteristics of the
total population (Catholic and non-
Catholic) living in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau. ©TM
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xploring the characteristics of
the total population (Catholic
and non-Catholic) in the Dio-
cese of Springfield-Cape Gi-

rardeau and its counties provides im-
portant insight into characteristics of
the community in which the Catholic
Church in the diocese ministers. A
greater understanding of the popula-
tion living in the diocese allows both
church leaders and lay Catholics to rec-
ognize and comprehend community
disparities or similarities that may exist
between populations or geographies of
the diocese.

Utilizing data from the 2000 cen-
sus, the following sections explore re-

Since 1990, the total population
of the diocese has increased by 16 per-
cent, or 166,473 people. This is slightly
faster than the growth in the total US
population overall, which increased by
13 percent over this same time period.

Certain counties of the diocese
experienced a larger percentage in-
crease than others, while some coun-
ties even saw declines in the size of
their populations. As seen in Table 1
on the next page and on Map 3 (p.5),
the areas of greatest population growth
in percentage terms occurred in Christ-
ian County (66 percent), Taney County
(55 percent), and Stone County (50
percent). All three of these counties

border one another to the south of
Greene County and the city of Spring-
field. Conversely, counties in the far
southeastern corner of the diocese ex-
perienced an overall population loss.

The Hispanic population has
grown over the previous decade at a
faster pace than the total population in
many areas of the US, including most
of the 39 counties that make up the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau.
The majority of Hispanics identify as
Catholic, and in many areas of the
country, growth in the Catholic popu-
lation has been fueled by growth in the

Census characteristics of the
total population of diocese
E cently available data on race, ethnicity,

age, urban and rural areas, homeown-
ers and renters, income, and poverty
for the total population living in the
diocese.

Population size and change:
1990-2000

According to the 2000 census,
there were just over 1.2 million people
living in the 39 counties that constitute
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau. One in five residents lives in
Greene County, which includes the city
of Springfield. The remainder of the to-
tal population is dispersed throughout
the counties of the diocese. See Census / 4

5% to 14.9%

15% or more

Less than 3%

Percent Catholic of the total population

The Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau

is 5.0% Catholic

3% to 4.9%

Map 2. Percent Catholic of the Total Population: 2000
Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau
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Map 2. Percent Catholic of the Total Population: 2000
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau

Based on the 
total population of the Diocese
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau,

5% is Catholic
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Hispanic population. In response to a
growing Hispanic presence, local
parishes may experience a demand for
more Masses celebrated in Spanish and
a greater need for Spanish-speaking
clergy to minister to this vital and im-
portant Catholic population.

Although the Hispanic popula-
tion in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau has more than doubled in
size between the 1990 and 2000 cen-

suses, as a share of the total population
Hispanics are still a relatively small mi-
nority (just 2 percent) within the larger
total population.

However, in certain counties of
the diocese, the magnitude of Hispanic
population growth has been quite
large. The counties with the largest
growth in their Hispanic population
are all located in the far southwestern
corner of the diocese. In McDonald
County the Hispanic population in

2000 was more than 20 times its size
in 1990 (nearly 2,000 people com-
pared with just 92 people ten years ear-
lier). Barry County saw an increase of
more than eight-fold, while Jasper
County experienced an increase that
was nearly six-fold. Jasper County also
had the largest numeric gain in its
number of Hispanics, followed closely
by Greene County.

If current growth trends of the
Hispanic population and total popula-

DIOCESE AT A GLANCE

FFrroomm  PPaaggee  33

Census characteristics of the total population
tion persist, the Hispanic presence rela-
tive to non-Hispanics in many coun-
ties of the diocese will continue to in-
crease. Their presence will be increas-
ingly felt in Catholic parishes across
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau, as the sacramental and spiri-
tual needs of Hispanic Catholics grow.
The diocese is likely to experience both
cultural and linguistic challenges as its
parishes respond to the needs of this
growing Hispanic population. ©TM
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s Figure 2 (right) highlights,
the total population in the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau is less racially and

ethnically diverse than the total popu-
lation of either the Province of St.
Louis or the US overall. African-Ameri-
cans/Blacks make up 3 percent of the
total population, while Hispanics con-
stitute 2 percent of the population. An
additional 3 percent of the population
is identified as Asian/Pacific Islander,
Native American, Alaska Native, Na-
tive Hawaiian, multi-racial, or some
other race.

Although these particular minori-
ty populations are not large relative to
the total population, neither are they
insignificant. Indeed, as was discussed
in the previous section, Hispanics tend
to identify as Catholic at a higher rate
than the total population. For the
Catholic community in the Diocese of

Race and ethnicity
Springfield-Cape Girardeau, this small
minority has a growing and significant
presence.

Age structure of the population
For the Catholic population, age

and the life course are typically associ-
ated with various sacraments, such as
baptism, confirmation, marriage, or
holy orders. Allocating resources to
Catholic schools or to parish religious
education is of greater importance to
young Catholic families, while older
Catholics may have other needs relat-
ed to retirement or bereavement
counseling.

One standard measure of the age
composition of a population is a de-
pendency ratio, which relates the num-
ber of youth (under age 18) or elderly
(people aged 65 or older) per 100 peo-

A

10% to 19%

20% or more

negative or no change

Percent change in total population

The Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
experienced a 15.7% increase in total 

population between 1990 and 2000

1% to 9%

Map 3. Percent Change in Size of the Total Population: 2000
Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau

BartonBarton

JasperJasper

NewtonNewton

McDonaldMcDonald
BarryBarry

LawrenceLawrence

DadeDade

CedarCedar
PolkPolk

GreeneGreene

ChristianChristian

StoneStone
TaneyTaney OzarkOzark

DouglasDouglas

WebsterWebster WrightWright

DallasDallas LacledeLaclede

TexasTexas

HowellHowell
OregonOregon

ShannonShannon

DentDent

ReynoldsReynolds

CarterCarter

RipleyRipley ButlerButler

WayneWayne

IronIron MadisonMadison

BollingerBollinger

StoddardStoddard

DunklinDunklin
PemiscotPemiscot

New MadridNew Madrid

MississippiMississippi

ScottScott

Cape GirardeauCape Girardeau
Barton

Jasper

Newton

McDonald
Barry

Lawrence

Dade

Cedar
Polk

Greene

Christian

Stone
Taney Ozark

Douglas

Webster Wright

Dallas Laclede

Texas

Howell
Oregon

Shannon

Dent

Reynolds

Carter

Ripley Butler

Wayne

Iron Madison

Bollinger

Stoddard

Dunklin
Pemiscot

New Madrid

Mississippi

Scott

Cape Girardeau

See Race and Ethnicity / 6

Anglo/
White

African
American/
Black

Hispanic

Other*

Diocese of
Springfield-

Cape Girardeau

St. Louis
Province

United
States

Note: Hispanics may be of any race. In this figure, Anglo/White, African American/Black, and Other refer to non-Hispanics.
*Other includes people identifying as Asian/Pacific Islander. Native American, Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian, people
reporting two or more races, and those reporting some other race.
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Figure 2. Race and Ethnic Composition of the Total Population: 2000

Note: Hispanics may be of any race. In this figure, Anglo/White, African-American/Black, and Other refer to
non-Hispanics. *Other includes people identifying as Asian/Pacific Islander, Native American, Alaska native,
native Hawaiian, people reporting two or more races, and those reporting some other race.
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Race and ethnicity
ple in the “working ages” of 18 to 64.
Although not all youth or older people
are dependents, nor are all people aged
18 to 64 working, this is a standard
measure by which comparisons can be
made, and approximates the level of
support that workers must provide to
non-workers.

Figure 3 (right) presents the youth
and elderly dependency ratios in the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau,
St. Louis Province, and the US. Of these
three, the diocese has a larger elderly
dependency ratio than either the St.
Louis Province or the US, indicating
that a greater proportion of its popula-
tion is in the older age groups. In other
words, the diocese has a slightly “old-
er” population than the age structure
of the province or the US overall. The
youth dependency ratio in the diocese
is the same as that for both the
province and the US.

Strictly due to its relatively larger
older population, the diocese has a
larger overall dependency ratio than ei-
ther the province or
the US as a whole.
For every 100 people
of working age (be-
tween ages 18 and
64) there are 67 peo-
ple who are in the
non-typical working
ages of 0-17 or 65
and older. The
“sandwich genera-
tion” in the diocese
has a relative larger
responsibility placed
upon them, as they
may be in a situa-
tion of caring for
young children and
aging parents at the
same time.

Urban and rural
areas

Fifty-three per-
cent of the total
population living in
the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau reside in rur-
al areas. Although a
majority (51 percent
or more) of the pop-
ulation in 31 of the
39 counties in the
diocese live in rural
areas, there is still
variation in the
share of the popula-
tion living in urban
and rural areas
across the diocese.

Not surprising-
ly, just 18 percent of
the population in
Greene County, 25
percent in Jasper
County, and 32 per-

FFrroomm  PPaaggee  55

51% to 74%

75% or more

33% or less

Percent of the total population in rural areas

The Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
has 53% of its population living in rural areas34% to 50%

Map 4. Percent of the Population Living in Rural Areas: 2000
Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau
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cent in Cape Girardeau County live in
rural areas. These are counties dominat-
ed by cities and urban areas (see Map 4
below).

Jasper County and Greene Coun-
ty were highlighted earlier as areas in
which large growth in the Hispanic
population has occurred. Cities often
attract more recent immigrants, as
they seek out employment as well as
familiar cultural communities or im-
migrant networks and services.

Contrasted with these fairly ur-
ban and suburban counties, there are
17 counties with three-quarters or
more of their population living in rural
areas. These counties are primarily lo-
calized in the middle part of the dio-
cese, and share in common the ab-
sence of a large city or urban area.

In ten of these 17 counties, a full
100 percent of the population lives in
rural communities. This can be a chal-
lenge for Catholic ministry and parish-
es, as people may need to travel long
distances for Mass or celebrate a Com-
munion service without the presence
of clergy to offer a full Mass. ©TM



May 28, 2004 COLUMNS The Mirror 7DIOCESE AT A GLANCE

he ability to buy a home re-
quires a certain amount of fi-
nancial stability, both in the
past as well as in expectations

for the future. Home ownership often
results in increased financial security
as well as stability. People in rented
housing tend to be more transitory
than people in owned homes, and this
can affect several facets of a person’s

life. Children in families with owned
homes may not change schools as of-
ten as children in rented housing. For
Catholics, people in owned homes
may be more likely to register with
and maintain a longer association with
their local parish.

Table 2 (below) shows the varia-
tions across counties of the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau in the dis-

tribution of rented and owned homes,
while Figure 4 (p. 8) illustrates the
overall distribution of rented and
owned housing units (apartments,
houses, or other) in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau, St. Louis
Province, and the US.

As seen in Figure 4 (p. 8), about
seven in 10 occupied housing units in
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-

Housing: owned and rented homes
T rardeau and the province are owned

by the people who live in them. For
the US as a whole, the proportion of
housing units that are owned is slight-
ly lower (66 percent). The people in
the diocese and province are slightly
more likely than those in the US over-
all to own the homes they live in.

See Housing / 8
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ousehold and family in-
come can affect one’s abili-
ty to pursue educational
opportunities, buy a home,

and adequately feed or clothe family
members. Income is also a primary fac-
tor for determining the poverty status
of a person or family.

Median household income refers
to the dollar figure at which half of all
households have an income below and
half have an income above this point.
Map 5 (p. 9, top) displays the median
household income within each county
for the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-

rardeau. Three counties have a median
household income of $35,000 or more.
Christian County has the largest medi-
an income ($38,085), followed by
Cape Girardeau County ($36,458) and
Newton County ($35,041). It is not
surprising that the counties with the
highest median income contain cities.
It is in these urban and suburban areas
that living costs and wages are higher.

More than one-quarter of the
counties that make up the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau have a me-
dian household income that is less
than $25,000. Shannon County has

the lowest median household income
of any county in the diocese ($20,878),
followed by Pemiscot County
($21,911) and Oregon County
($22,761). Pemiscot County was high-
lighted earlier for having the highest
rental-housing rate and for the lowest
median home value.

The median income of a popula-
tion provides a single dollar amount,
but does not disclose the share of the
population at the highest and lowest
income tiers. Examining the income
distribution of an area can reveal the
existence of a “middle class,” or show

if the area includes large numbers of
households that are relatively wealthy
or large numbers that are relatively
poor.

Figure 5 (far right, p. 9) presents
the income distribution for all house-
holds in the Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardeau, as well as households
in which the head of the household
(the person completing the census
questionnaire for the household) iden-
tifies as Anglo/White, African-Ameri-
can/Black, or Hispanic.

Household income
H

See Income / 9

Housing: owned and rented homes
FFrroomm  PPaaggee  77

Table 2 (p. 7) illustrates, however,
that this relatively high proportion of
owner-occupied homes has substantial
variation across the diocese. Indeed, the
rate of owner-occupied housing ranges
from a low of 58 percent in Pemiscot

County, to a high of 82 percent in
Ozark County. Stone County also has a
relatively high proportion of its housing
that is owner-occupied (81 percent).

Housing in the Diocese of Spring-
field-Cape Girardeau also varies widely
in the median value of owned homes
and the median price of monthly rent

(Table 2, p. 7). The median monthly
rent for housing ranges from a high of
$400 in Taney County to less than half
of that ($177 per month) in Carter
County. The median rent in 27 of the
39 counties is between $200 and $300.

Median home values also vary in
a similar pattern across the counties.

Indeed, median home values range
from $96,100 (Christian County) to
$41,200 (Pemiscot County and Wayne
County). Eight counties have a medi-
an home value that is greater than
$80,000, while seven counties have a
median home value that is less than
$50,000. ©TM

29% 30% 34%
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Figure 5. Household Income Distribution in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau, by Race and Ethnicity: 2000
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Household income
For all households in the diocese,

41 percent have an annual income
that is less than $25,000. An additional
34 percent have incomes between
$25,000 and $49,999, while the re-
maining 25 percent have a household
annual income that is $50,000 or
more.

Since the great majority (93 per-
cent) of the population in the diocese
identified as Anglo/White on the 2000
census, it is not unexpected that the
household income distribution for this
group is very similar to the distribution
seen for the diocese as a whole. Again,
for households headed by a person
identifying as Anglo/White, 25 percent
are in the upper income tier, earning
$50,000 or more.

Households headed by an Afri-
can-American/Black individual show a
very different income distribution.

Nearly two-thirds of these households
(62 percent) have an annual house-
hold income that is less than $25,000.
Just 13 percent of African-American/
Black-headed households have an an-
nual income that is $50,000 or more.
Twenty-four percent of households
fall into the middle income range of
earnings between $25,000 and
$49,999 each year.

The income distribution of
households headed by people of His-
panic origin is in the middle of the
previous two race/ethnic groups.
About half of all households (49 per-
cent) have incomes that are less than
$25,000, which is higher than the per-
centage seen for Anglo/White house-
holds, but lower than the percentage
seen for African-American/Black
households.

The proportion of Hispanic-head-
ed households in the middle income
range of $25,000 to $49,999 (32 per-

cent) is very similar to that of Anglo/
White households. One in five Hispan-
ic-headed households have incomes of
$50,000 or more.

Racial disparities in household
income are not unique to the Diocese
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, and
persist in many areas of the US. ©TM

$29,999 to $34,999

$35,000 or more

Less than $25,000

Median household income

$25,000 to $29,999

Map 5. Median Household Income: 2000
Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau
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Map 5. Median Household Income of All Households: 2000
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
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he total income of a family or
individual is directly related
to that family’s or individual’s
poverty status. The popula-

tion living in poverty represents the
extreme end of the low incomes
shown in Figure 5 (p. 9).

Whether or not a person is con-
sidered to be living in poverty depends
on factors other than income, howev-
er. Family size and the age of family
members are also factored into a deter-
mination of whether a family (and all
of its members) is considered to be
poor. These family characteristics are
combined with total family income to
determine the poverty threshold in-
come level (poverty line) for a particu-
lar family. In 1999, the poverty thresh-
old for a family of four with two chil-
dren under the age of 18 was $16,895.
All families with two adults and two
children with a total gross family in-
come that was less than $16,895
would be considered to be living in
poverty.

Poverty affects many aspects of
an individual’s and a family’s life, from
nutrition and health to education and
occupation opportunities. Movement
in and out of poverty can be a regular
occurrence, particularly when recurrent
unemployment is a major factor in the
poverty status of a family. Charitable
organizations, including the Catholic
Church, are often called upon to assist
the population living in poverty,

through social service min-
istry, food donations, and
temporary shelter.

For this reason, Figure
6 (right) presents the distri-
bution of the population
into three categories: in
poverty, at risk for poverty,
and not in poverty. Family
members who are part of a
family with incomes below
the poverty line are catego-
rized as living in poverty,
while the population with
incomes between 100 per-
cent and 175 percent of the
poverty threshold income
level are deemed to be “at
risk” for poverty. People in
the at-risk group may live
month-to-month and a sin-
gle catastrophic incident such as a seri-
ous illness, death of the primary earn-
er, or loss of employment, may push
this population into poverty.

As seen in Figure 6, almost 16
percent of the population in the Dio-
cese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
lives in poverty. This translates to a
proportion of about one in every six
people. An additional 18.6 percent of
the population can be considered “at
risk” for poverty, while two-thirds of
the population (65.8 percent) are con-
sidered to be not in poverty. The
poverty profile of the total population
living in the Diocese of Springfield-

Cape Girardeau shows relatively larger
poverty rates and proportions at risk
for poverty than either the Province of
St. Louis or the US as a whole.

Both the Province of St. Louis
and the US show a combined propor-
tion of about one in four people who
are either in poverty or at-risk for
poverty. Conversely, about 75 percent
of the populations in these geogra-
phies are considered to not be in
poverty.

Map 6 (below) shows the percent
of the population living in poverty, ac-
cording to the 2000 Census. Counties
in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-

rardeau have wide variations in the
proportion of their population living
in poverty, from a high of 30 percent
in Pemiscot County to a low of just 9
percent in Christian County. Although
these areas have great differences in
the cost of living as well, an annual
gross income of $16,895 or less for a
family of four in Perniscot County is
still quite low, even after accounting
for the differences in the cost of living.
Combined with the other indicators in
this report, Pemiscot County is often
found at the economically poorer end
of the spectrum among the counties
that make up the diocese.

Shannon County also has a rela-
tively high proportion of its total pop-
ulation living in poverty (27 percent),
and is followed by Carter County (25
percent).

Thirteen of the 39 counties have
poverty rates that are below the aver-
age for the diocese overall (15.6 per-
cent). In addition, there are only four
counties with a poverty rate that is less
than the national rate of 12.4 percent:
Christian County (already highlighted
with just 9.4 percent), Cape Girardeau
County (11.1 percent), Newton Coun-
ty (11.6 percent), and Greene County
(12.1 percent).

The differences in poverty rates
between the counties in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau may be a
result of underlying differences in local
economies, job availability, urban and
rural residency (and the associated cost
of living), educational attainment dif-
ferences, as well as differences in the
social safety net offered by local gov-
ernments.

Catholic parishes in these differ-
ent areas will have different needs to
address in the local community, with
respect to Catholics as well as non-
Catholics. Poverty affects all members
of a community to one degree or an-
other, including social, religious, and
commercial organizations. Poverty is
best understood at the local level
where residents and organizations as-
sist one another in addressing those
needs. ©TM
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Map 6. Percent of the Total Population Living in Poverty: 2000
Diocese of Springfield - Cape Girardeau

The Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
has 15.6% of its population living in poverty
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he Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau, located along the
southern border of the state of
Missouri, is one of four dioceses

in the Province of St. Louis. Below are
highlights of the Catholic population
and of the seven census characteristics
explored in this “Diocese at a Glance.”

Catholic population
• The Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau is the smallest diocese popu-
lation-wise in the Province of St. Louis;
roughiy 7 percent of Missouri
Catholics live within the diocesan
boundaries.
• About 59,000 Catholics live in
the 39 counties that make up the Dio-
cese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, ac-
counting for about 5 percent of the to-
tal population living in the diocesan
boundaries.
• In several counties of the diocese,
only 1 percent of the population iden-
tifies as Catholic.

Total population size and change
• Between the 1990 and 2000 cen-
suses, the total population (Catholic
and non-Catholic) in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau increased
by 16 percent, while the Hispanic pop-
ulation more than doubled in size,
growing by 248 percent.
• Between 1990 and 2000, the
counties located south of the city of
Springfield, including Taney County,
and Stone County, and McDonald
County (south of Joplin), grew by a dis-
proportionately large amount (between
66 percent and 50 percent overall).
• The Hispanic population grew
most rapidly in the western edge of
the Diocese, particularly in McDonald
County (10-fold increase), Barry Coun-
ty (eight-fold increase), and Jasper
County (six-fold increase).

Race and ethnicity
• Ninety-three percent of people in
the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau identify as Anglo/White,
while three percent identify as
African-American/Black, and two per-
cent of the population identify as be-
ing of Hispanic origin.

Population age structure
• In the Diocese of Springfield
Cape Girardeau, there are 42 youth
under the age of 18 and 25 people
aged 65 and over for every 100 people
aged 18 to 64. The elderly dependen-
cy ratio is slightly higher than is the
case for the US as a whole.
• The Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau has a slightly older age
structure than either the Province of
St. Louis or the US overall.

Urban and rural areas
• About 53 percent of the total pop-
ulation in the Diocese of Springfield-
Cape Girardeau lives in rural areas.
• In 31 of the 39 counties a majori-

Summary of findings
ty (51 percent or more) of people live
in rural areas.

Housing occupancy and cost
• About seven in ten houses (de-
tached homes, mobile homes, condos,
etc.) in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape
Girardeau are owner-occupied. Renters
occupy the remainder (29 percent).
• Taney County has the highest
median rent ($400 per month), while
Christian County has the highest me-
dian home value ($96,100).
• Carter County has the lowest me-
dian rent ($177), while Pemiscot and
Wayne Counties have the lowest me-
dian home value ($41,200).

Household income
• The counties of Christian, Cape
Girardeau, and Newton have the high-
est median household incomes, all
above $35,000 per year.
• More than one-quarter of coun-
ties that make up the diocese have a
median household income of less than
$25,000; Shannon County has the
lowest median income ($20,878).
• Of all households in the diocese,
41 percent have a total annual income
that is less than $25,000. For the
African-American population, this pro-
portion is 62 percent, and for the An-
glo/White population, this proportion
is 40 percent. Hispanic households are
in the middle range, with 49 percent.
• Twenty-five percent of
Anglo/White households have an an-
nual income of $50,000 or greater,
compared with just 13 percent of
African-American/Black households
and 20 percent of Hispanic-headed
households.

Poverty
• Almost one in six people in the
Diocese of Springfield-Cape Girardeau
lives in poverty, compared with just
over one in ten in the US as a whole.
• Thirteen counties have poverty
rates that are below the 15.6 percent
diocesan average, while four counties
have a poverty rate that is less than the
national average of 12.4 percent. Chris-
tian County has the lowest poverty
rate in the diocese, at 9.4 percent.
• In Pemiscot County, nearly one
in three people (30 percent) live in
poverty. This is the highest proportion
in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau and is followed by Shannon
County (27 percent) and Carter County
(25 percent).

Challenges for the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau

Because the proportion Catholic
in the Diocese of Springfield-Cape Gi-
rardeau (5 percent) is lower than that
for the US population as a whole (23
percent), parishes in the diocese are
challenged to instill and maintain
Catholic culture in an atmosphere
that may not be conducive to those
efforts. Below are some additional

challenges facing parishes and the dio-
cese as a whole.
• The low percentage Catholic in a
culture that is predominantly Protes-
tant means that parishes will be called
to celebrate more Catholic to non-
Catholic marriages. As a result, parish-
es may need to provide RCIA prepara-
tion to young adults raised in Protes-
tant faiths. Parishes are challenged to
respond to proselytization from other
Christian groups by increasing their
own evangelization and outreach ef-
forts into the community.
• The rapid growth of the Hispanic
population will challenge parishes (par-
ticularly those located in the counties
of McDonald, Jasper, and Barry) to pro-
vide more Spanish Masses and outreach
to Hispanics moving into the area.
• The older age structure of the dio-
cese relative to the age structure of the
US population as a whole means that
parishes are more likely to experience a
need for various elderly outreach pro-
grams, including social programs, and
retirement or bereavement counseling.
• Because more than half of the to-
tal population lives in rural areas of
the diocese, parishes are challenged to
find ways to respond to the needs of
rural parishioners who may also be
older and who may have difficulty
coming to Mass or participating in
parish activities.
• Poverty rates in the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau vary dra-
matically among the 39 counties that
make up the diocese. Catholic parishes
in wealthier areas of the diocese are
challenged to be good stewards of their
time, talent, and treasure in responding
to the needs of poorer parishes in the
diocese. All Catholic parishes in the dio-
cese are challenged to reach out in char-
ity to the poor that live among them.

Definitions of terms
Race and ethnicity

Hispanics may be of any race. In
this report, the terms Anglo/White,
African-American/Black, and Other re-
fer to non-Hispanics reporting one of
these racial groups. Due to small num-
bers, people reporting races other than
these three are classified as “Other.”

Household and family income
Household income includes in-

come from all members sharing living
space, regardless of their relationship
to one another. Family income refers
only to people sharing living quarters
who are related by blood, marriage, or
adoption. In order to provide the most
comprehensive view, this report uses

T data on household income.

Poverty
Poverty status is determined by

the Federal Office of Management and
Budget, and is based on a matrix incor-
porating total family income, total
number of family members, and the
number of family members under the
age of 18. Additionally, unrelated indi-
viduals and two-person families are fur-
ther differentiated by whether the
householder is aged 65 or older. The re-
sulting poverty thresholds (the dividing
line for classifying a family as poor) do
not vary by state or region within the
US, but are updated annually to reflect
changes in the overall cost of living.

Poverty status is determined for
all people for whom income data was
collected, with the following excep-
tions: institutionalized people, people
in military group quarters, college dor-
mitories, and unrelated individuals un-
der the age of 18. These people are ex-
cluded from poverty calculations.

Data sources
Data on the size and distribution of the

Catholic population is from Churches and Church
Membership: 2000, collected by the Association
of Statisticians for American Religious Bodies
(ASARB), and published by the Glenmary Re-
search Center in 2002.

This report uses data on characteristics of
the total population, according to the 2000 cen-
sus. Data on total population size, race and eth-
nicity, age, urban and rural areas, and housing
are from the census “short form” and represent
data on 100 percent of the population. These
data are available from Summary File 1 at
www.census.gov.

Data on income and poverty for the total
population are from the census “long form”
which was distributed to a sample of about one
in six households. These data have been weight-
ed by the Census Bureau to represent the total
population, and are available from Summary File
3 at www.census.gov. ©TM

ON THE WEB
The Mirror On-Line will return

with the June 11 edition.
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What:
An eight-week course

When:
Wednesday evenings, 7-9 p.m.
June 2 - July 21, 2004

Where:
Pallotti Center
601 S. Jefferson, Springfield

Instructor:
Don Emge
Director of Social Ministry
Diocese of Springfield-

Cape Girardeau

Cost:
Materials fee of $20 will cover
books and materials.

Catholic Social
Teaching

Applying Gospel Values to
the Social Issues of our Day
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Pentecost Sunday
n Pentecost Sunday we cele-
brate the coming of the
Holy Spirit upon the church

as promised by Christ. Pentecost de-
rives its name from the Feast of Weeks,
an ancient Jewish festival celebrated
fifty days after the Passover (Exodus
23:16). It was marked by the offering
of the first fruits to God in gratitude for
God’s blessing.

However, Pentecost is more than
just a celebration remembering the
past. It is a celebration of the birthday
of the church, a celebration of Christ’s
gift of his Spirit given to the church
(John 20:19-23). Furthermore, Pente-
cost is a celebration of the Spirit that
came like a great wind (Acts 2:1-11).
After evening prayer today, the Easter
candle, the symbol of the light of the
risen Lord, is moved from its place of
honor near the ambo to a spot near
the baptismal font, thus bringing the
season of Easter to an end, entering Or-
dinary Time.

If Pentecost was the birthday of
the church, then it was a birthing out
of human frailty, the apostles having
locked themselves up in the Upper
Room. The descent of the Holy Spirit
gave them courage, and they burst into
the public square, fearlessly proclaim-
ing the Good News.

In our own way, we are like the
pre-Pentecost apostles, huddled togeth-
er in fear. The coming of the Holy Spir-
it brought a sense of unity to those
fractured apostles. More importantly, it
brought one faith, one baptism, and
one God. God’s Spirit spoke one com-
monly understood word that was
heard in a diversity of languages. The
church was endowed with unity and
universality. The lives of all, in their
unique individualities and in all of
their diversities, could be shared in the
one Christ, the one bread, the one cup,
and in the one church. Let our prayer
on this Pentecost be that the Holy Spir-

it would come upon us and renew our
troubled world.

Feast of the Visitation
As we celebrate the Feast of the

Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth on May
31, we are struck by the tremendous
meaning behind the image of a simple
young woman visiting with her older
cousin (Luke 1:39-56). On the surface,
this is simply an account of a natural act
of kindness. However, it has a deeper
meaning. Elizabeth, who was thought
to be barren, is seen as a symbol of Old
Testament Israel. From her would come
the last of the prophets. Mary, in her
youth, is the image of a new beginning
who said ‘yes’ to God. Mary opened the
way to the world’s salvation. Between
these two women, we see the seam in
the fabric of time between the old and
the new covenants. In imitation of
Mary and Elizabeth, let us put away am-
bitious thoughts, for it is with the lowly
and those in need of mercy that we will
find God.

Memorial: St. Justin
June 1 is the Memorial of Justin, a

second century martyr. A layman and
an apologist, Justin is best known for
his earliest descriptions of the eucharis-
tic celebration.

Memorial: St. Charles Lawanga 
& Companions

June 3 is the Memorial of St.
Charles Lwanga and his 21 Ugandan
companions. Known as the protomar-
tyrs of black Africa, Charles and his
companions were martyred because

they would not give in to King Mwan-
ga of Uganda’s unreasonable demands.

Memorial: St. Boniface
June 5 is the Memorial of St.

Boniface, bishop and martyr. Born in
England around the year 673, Boniface
became a monk and founded the
abbey of Fulda. He served as a bishop
of Mainz and was martyred in 754 at
Dokkum, in Frisia, along with 30 com-
panions. Boniface is known as the
“Apostle of Germany.”

Trinity Sunday: June 6
Even though we re-entered Ordi-

nary Time on Mon., May 31, today we
celebrate the Solemnity of the Most
Holy Trinity, which takes precedence
over the Tenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time. Celebration of Trinity Sunday
began in the 11th century. As early as
1030, a feast in honor of the triune
God was celebrated in the western
church on the Sunday after Pentecost.
In 1334 Pope John XXII made Trinity
Sunday a Feast of the universal church.

Today we celebrate God’s im-
pelling love. Our celebration of today’s
feast finds us professing this unexplain-
able truth of God: three persons in one
God. This is a mysterious truth of God.
God lives and moves in relationship
with us. God is relational. 

God is all-wise (Proverbs 8:22-31)
and God has poured his love into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit (Romans
5:1-5). The crucifixion of Jesus Christ il-
lustrates God’s infinite and uncondi-
tional love for us. God is revealed as a
creator. God is revealed as a teacher and

Pentecost: Unity in diversity
O

redeemer. God is revealed as a sustainer
and sanctifier. In the Spirit, God guides
and teaches us, leading us to the full-
ness of God’s kingdom (John 16:12-15).
We come to know, love, and serve God
through God’s self-revelation.

Memorial: St. Barnabas
June 11 is the Memorial of St.

Barnabas. Chosen as one of the
Twelve, Barnabas fulfilled the com-
mand of Jesus by preaching the Good
News in Antioch (Matthew 10:7-13;
11:21-26; 13:1-3). A companion and
co-worker of Paul, the Apostle, Barn-
abas attended the Council of
Jerusalem. Barnabas died as a martyr in
the first century in Cyprus. ©TM

Fr. Bobby Manso

LIVING THE
WORD
May 30 - June 10

DDF Report
As of May 21, 50 parishes have

reported 4,862 DDF pledges totaling
$882,273 or 48 percent of the
$1,840,000 goal.

Webb City: Sacred Heart
LACLEDE County

Conway: Sacred Heart
Lebanon: St. Francis de Sales

LAWRENCE County
Aurora: Holy Trinity
Mount Vernon: St. Susanne
Pierce City: St. Mary
Verona: Sacred Heart

McDONALD County
Noel: Nativity of Our Lord*

MADISON County
Fredericktown: St. Michael

MISSISSIPPI County
Charleston: St. Henry

NEW MADRID County
New Madrid:
Immaculate Conception

Portageville: St. Eustachius
NEWTON County

Neosho: St. Canera
Sarcoxie: St. Agnes
Seneca: St. Mary

OREGON County
Thayer: Sacred Heart*

OZARK County
Gainesville: St. William*

PEMISCOT County
Caruthersville: Sacred Heart

POLK County
Bolivar: Sacred Heart
Humansville:

St. Catherine of Siena*
REYNOLDS County

Bunker: Christ the King*
Lesterville:

Our Lady of Sorrows*
RIPLEY County

Doniphan: St. Benedict
SCOTT County

Benton: St. Denis
Chaffee: St. Ambrose
Kelso: St. Augustine
New Hamburg: St. Lawrence
Oran: Guardian Angel
Scott City: St. Joseph
Sikeston: St. Francis Xavier

SHANNON County
Eminence: St. Sylvester*

STODDARD County
Advance: St. Joseph
Dexter: Sacred Heart

STONE County
Kimberling City:

Our Lady of the Cove
TANEY County

Branson:
Our Lady of the Lake

Forsyth:
Our Lady of the Ozarks

TEXAS County
Cabool: St. Michael*
Houston: St. Mark
Licking: St. John the Baptist*
Roby: St. Vincent de Paul*

WAYNE County
Piedmont:

St. Catherine of Siena
Williamsville:

Our Lady of Sorrows*
WEBSTER County

Marshfield: Holy Trinity
WRIGHT County

Mansfield: Immaculate
Heart of Mary

Mountain Grove:
Sacred Heart

*Indicates Mission
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For information, call (417) 866-0841,
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