
 

 

 

 

 

From Our Executive Director 

Mary Kay Meeks-Hank 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Spring time is a great time for opening doors! In this 
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we started at Face to Face, whereby our guests have 

a chance to come into the Dining Room early. Just 

ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ
 ǘƘŜ ŦŜ

ŜŘōŀŎƪ 
ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝ

ƻǘǘŜƴ ǎ
ƻ ŦŀǊΗ

 

 

As always, thank you, thank you, thank you for being 

part of Face to Face. 
 

Gratefully. 

It's an excellent idea. We get to know each other better in this 
welcoming space and we get to know the staff better, and 
they get to know us better. ïESSA TOURE 

 
 I love it! Now I don't worry 
about breakfast on a week-
end because I can come 
here for coffee and fruit.  
-AISHA WILLlE 
 
It's a winner! -JEROME 
HUNTER 
 
A great idea! Much better 

than waiting in the dark cold hallway, and I get to talk to my 
friends in a warm space with hot coffee. -STEVE TELENKO 
 
It's a great idea because some 
people don't have coffee at home, 
and they can come here for a little 
brunch. -GLORIA ENNE 
 
I like it and take advantage of it 
every weekend. I think it provides 
us with sociability being with our 
friends. -ANTONIO GREEN 
 
It's the best thing ever done here. It prevents people from 
getting antsy as they sit in the hallway waiting to enter the 
dining area. -SAMUEL CHIEFFO 
 
It's a good idea. I like to play checkers and other games. -
STANLEY GARRE 

 
I like it because it 
allows people to 
get rid of their 
anger which builds 
up when they're 
waiting in the hall-
way. -MARCUS 
CRUZ 
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On January 9, 2011 Face To Face had an "Opening of the Doors" 
which enabled guests to come into the dining area two hours prior 
to the dinner serving instead of sitting in the dark hallway waiting 
for the doors to open. In the warmer space with more light our 
guests are provided with hot coffee, fruit and some light snacks. 
Here the dining area becomes a community center with guests 
socializing, joking with one another and playing board games. 
Some of the guests were asked about their views of the new 
"Opening of the Doors" policy. Here are some of their remarks. 

This should have been done years ago. Here we get to spend 
time talking to each other and doing 
things together. -DEXTER HERBERT 
 

lt's like Bonding 101! A great idea. - FLIP 
 

It's beautiful. It provides us warmth and 
coffee. - JONATHAN GOD THOMPSON 
 
This allows us to get out of ourselves and 
socialize a bit. - ANONYMOUS 
 

I'm glad they're doing this. I love it! - 
ALMA LEAK 
 

I like it because I can get out of the cold and get some coffee 
and fruit. - ROB CHAPMAN 
 

This is a good idea because otherwise I would be in the cold for 

an hour or so. - RICKY DUDLEY 
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Desiree Williams is a fantastic 
counselor and has been a great 
asset to the Face to Face Summer 
Camp and After School Program 
for the past five years.  She enjoys 
working with the kids after school 
helping them with their homework 
and giving them a boost of confi-
dence.  ñMost of the kids are very 
cooperative and respectful and 
that gives the counselors the op-
portunity to help them,ò she said. 

 
Desiree was steered to Face to Face by Bonnie Queen, 
her mentor of the past 11 years in the Big Sister Pro-
gram.  ñBonnie is always there for me and keeps me 
focused on my schoolwork,ò said Desiree. ñI donôt regard 
her as a Big Sister anymore.  I consider her My Sister.ò 
 
Teaching and counseling in the Summer Camp was 
Desireeôs first formal experience mentoring children, 
although she had previously helped her family by car-
ing for six of her younger nieces.  Camp Director, Amy 
Koslowsky said, ñDesiree is wonderful.  She always 
knows what needs to be done and does it without being 
asked.  We are delighted to have her in the After 
School Program.ò 
 
Desireeôs caring, loving values can be traced to her 
grandmother who raised her.  ñMy grandmother was 
the most inspirational person in my life,ò said Desiree.  
ñShe died when I was in the 7

th
 grade, and that was 

very hard on me.ò 
 
Currently, Desiree is a senior in the Magnet Program at 
Northeast High School taking all academic subjects 
including AP Environmental Science.   Her favorite sub-
jects are Drama and Creative Writing and this semester 
she will be writing poetry and short stories of her own.  
Next year, she intends to enroll at LaSalle University 
and pursue a degree in Nursing. 
 
In her spare time, Desiree likes to watch scary movies, 
the scarier the better.  She enjoys playing Laser Tag and 
hanging out with friends at the King of Prussia Mall. 

One of her best friends at Face to Face is fellow coun-
selor Mathue Bowen, who is also a high school senior.  
They work together and share ideas about their school-
work.  Desiree also said that Mr. Kinte, another coun-
selor, is like an uncle to her.  ñIf you are with him for at 
least five minutes, heôll have you laughing,ò she said. 
 
Desiree considers her work at Face to Face very re-
warding.  ñI have probably learned as much from the 
kids that I work with as they have learned from me,ò she 
said.  The teachers and students at Face to Face have 
benefitted from Desireeôs many talents and great atti-
tude and they look forward to following her in her pur-
suit of a nursing degree at La Salle. 

Mathue Bowen , a high school 
senior, is one of the outstanding 
counselors in the Face To Face 
After School Program. Matt's first 
experience with Face To Face 
took place several years ago as a 
camper in the Summer Camp Pro-
gram when he was about 9 years 
old. Later when he was in 9th 
grade and summer rolled around 
his mother told him "I don't want 
any lazy bones lying around here 
all summer. You go and volunteer 

at the Face to Face Summer Camp!" So he did! 
 
During his first year at Camp he worked as an art assis-
tant and did so well that that he was invited to return the 
following year as a special assistant and junior coun-
selor. Now he is also working in the After School Pro-
gram as a counselor with a variety of duties including 
directing informal soccer play, making snacks and help-
ing the kids with their homework. 'I really like working 
with children", he said, "and I especially enjoy instilling 
confidence in the kids and seeing them light up when 
they master a homework lesson." 
 
Matt said he was encouraged early on by the Camp 
Director Amy Koslowsky whom he calls the "best boss I 
ever had." In turn all of the administrators and directors 
at the Camp are lavish in their praise of Matt for his 
work ethic and his respect and love of the kids. 
 
As a senior at Dobbins Tech, Matt is second is his class 
in academic standing, president of the Honor Society, 
and vice president of the Red Cross Club. His favorite 
subjects are English and social studies, and he is now  
 

See Mathue Bowen on next page. 

 

Face to Face Summer Camp  
JULY 5-29 
An enriching program for  
safe play and learning activities. 
Contact Amy Koslowsky for details  

amy@facetofacegermantown.org  



Living the 

Dream 
 

ñLife's most urgent ques-

tion is: What are you 

doing for others?ò 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

We would like to send 
out a special thank 
you to the hundreds 
of people who celebrated the legacy of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. with us this year. Dr. Kingôs lifelong devotion to social 
equality was alive and well at Face to Face as many 
schools, places of worship and families transformed their 
ñday offò into a ñday onò at Face to Face. 
 

Throughout the week, groups worked hard sprucing up our 
facilities and cooking casseroles for our weekend meals. 
Others planned and organized collections at their locations 
and came to Face to Face to deliver casseroles for our 
Dining Room, shower kits for our Washeteria, breakfast 
and snack bags for our guests, and other much appreci-
ated donations. Your support has impacted the lives of 
many people and we are very grateful for your help! 
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The Face to Face Art Studio will host its Annual Spring 
Art Show on Friday, May 6, 2011, 5:30 pm. 
      
Creative projects from our weekly Open Art Studio and 
selected creative writings from our 
Writers Workshop will be featured. 
     
Come and see how the work cap-
tures the spirit of the artists and cele-
brates their courage to express their 
personal vision. 
      
The show will also include a retro-
spective collection to include works 
from the past five years of our com-
munity building arts effort. 

Mathue Bowen from previous page. 
 

taking AP English and AP Government. Contrary to most 
of the kids his age Matt hates sports. He prefers reading 
and writing and hanging out with his friends playing video 
games and joking around. Currently he is busy writing 
essays and working on a mystery novel as well as a love 
story set in a typical American small town. 
 
As well as his academic achievements, Matt is very ac-
tive with the Red Cross Club- volunteering on Blood Drive 
Days at his school and visiting elementary schools teach-
ing fire safety and promoting education about AIDS and 
HIV. He's developed his leadership skills with the Red 
Cross and also learned CPR though he hasn't used the 
technique yet. "I treasure my experience with the Red 
Cross" said Matt, "because I learned a lot about safety 
and organization to prevent a catastrophe. Their slogan is 
'Expect the best, but prepare for the worst.'ò 
 
Matt credits his mother and father for his inspiration. "My 
mother is always pushing me," said Matt. He also ac-
knowledges his friends especially Walter Linder, a fellow 
senior at Dobbins, who taught him to be a people person. 
 
Next year Matt plans to attend Saint Joseph University 
and pursue a degree in psychology. With his extensive 
resume and exceptional record of service to others, he 
will surely be an excellent college student. Face To Face 
is very proud of Mathue and grateful for his influence on 
all the children and staff connected with the program. 

In - Kind Wish List  
By donating items on our wish list, you will help 
us to meet the ongoing needs of those we serve.  

 

Items at the top of our list:  
R Acrylic paint, watercolors, watercolor paper 

and matte board in all sizes for our Neighbor-
hood Arts Program. 

R Checkers, Chess, Mancala, Bingo games 
and decks of cards for our Dining Room 
guests to play while waiting for dinner to be 
served. 

R Septa Tokens for our clients to use to get to 
doctor appointments, job interviews and 
Face to Face 

R Butter, cheese, sugar packets, and coffee for 
our Dining Room 

 

 Other items that we always need:  
R Shampoo, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

shaving cream, disposable razors, adult new 
or gently used sweat suits and socks for our 
Washeteria and Health Center clients. 

R Healthy snacks for the children in our After 
School program 

R Prepared casseroles for our weekend meals 
R Plastic grocery bags for our guests to use to 

bring home extra food from our weekend 
meals. 

 

Just a reminder é. Because of limited space and 
small staff, we cannot accept donations of clothing or 
toys. If you have any questions, please contact Marie 
McCabe at 215-849-0179 

SPOTLIGHT ON é  
Face to Face Art Show  
Friday May 6, 2011  

Many Thanks to Face to Face Newsletter Reporter  

Jim Wuenschel  



Face To Face  

109 E. Price Street  
Philadelphia, PA  19144 

215-849 -0179 
www.facetofacegermantown.org  

Silent Auction March 25!  
Phillies Memorabilia, Vacation Packages & More!  

 
Imagine winning an autographed jersey from Philliesô great Cliff 
Lee! Or a weekôs vacation in Williamsburg, Virginia! Or even an 
Amazon Kindle, handmade quilt or elegant jewelry. These items 
and more will be available at the annual Face to Face Silent Auc-
tion Benefit and Reception. Fri., March 25 at Ancillae Assumpta 
Academy in Wyncote, PA. All proceeds benefit the work of Face 
to Face Germantown, serving the local community since 1980.  
 
Face to Face provides the people of Germantown with the basic 
needs so many of us take for granted such as a nutritious 

meal and positive social interactions. The organization also provides health counseling servics, legal counsel, social 
services, art classes, and after school programming to our local neighborhood ï all free of charge. ñAs a nonprofit 
organization, we rely on the support of the Greater Philadelphia community to drive our efforts,ò says Pat Harrington, 
Face to Face Board Member and Chair of the Silent Auction Event. ñFace to Face Germantown is a unique non-
profit community center that has been built on not only hospitality, but mutual respect and dignity for those we serve 
for a truly transformative experience. At our annual Silent Auction, you will have the opportunity to be involved in 
changing the lives of our neighbors in needðand take home some nice gifts for you and your family!ò  
 
Ancillae Assumpta Academy is located at 2025 Church Road in Wyncote, PA. Bidding begins at 6:30 p.m. Come and 
enjoy beverages and hors d'hoeuvres. Tickets are $35 per person and available by contacting Marie McCabe at    
109 E. Price Street in Philadelphia, PA 19144 or calling 215-849-0179. 

SILENT AUCTION  

Join us for this important 

fundraising event!  

March 25! Details inside!  
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