Opening Prayer for Each Day of the Novena:

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire
of your love. Send forth Your Spirit and they shall be created. And You
shall renew the face of the earth. O, God, who by the light of the Holy
Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Holy

Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations, through Christ

Our Lord, Amen.

Closing Prayer for Each Day of the Novena:

God, Our Father, thank you for the opportunity to celebrate together the
125th jubilee of our Diocese by studying the United States Catholic
Catechism. May the fruits of our study bring about a renewal of faith and
practice in our diocese. May Your Holy Spirit continue to guide and
enlighten us, and may the witness of our faithfulness and love be an
invitation for others also to know, love and serve you. We pray this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

1. That all the people of the Diocese of Belleville would enter the
Year of Jubilee with renewed faith and gratitude for all that God
has done through the Church. We pray to the Lord.

“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us,
that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. May
the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and
guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples praise you, O God; may all
the peoples praise. Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God,
will bless us. God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him.”
Psalm 67: 1-7

Nine Day Prayer for Fanning the Flame

2. As we explore our faith through the study of the United States
Catholic Catechism, may we come to know and be transformed by
the richness and fullness of our Catholic faith. We pray to the
Lord.

“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal
of your mind, that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:2

3. That all may come to experience the Catholic Church’s voice in
addressing the social and political issues of today’s world that
affect the poor, vulnerable and marginalized. We pray to the Lord.

“Now when [Jesus] saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying,
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will
be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 5:1-12



4. That as we experience the Church in action in the world, we may
come to a renewed dedication to the Gospel of the Jesus Christ.
We pray to the Lord.

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel — not with
words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.”
I Corinthians 1:17

5. That each of us would positively influence all peoples to respond

to Our Father’s call to lifelong conversion, holiness and eternal life.

We pray to the Lord.

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life.” Titus 3:4-7

6. That those who have been called to the Sacrament of Matrimony
use the grace of their vocation to increase each other’s faith and
to love the children entrusted to their care. We pray to the Lord.

“Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves,
and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning
and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is
Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does
its work.” Ephesians 4:14-16

7. May our diocese be blessed with an increase in vocations to the
Priesthood, the Diaconate, and Consecrated Life. We pray to the
Lord.

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. He
told them ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord
of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. Too, |
am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or bag
or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.” Luke 10:1-4

8. May those who have gone before us in faith now enjoy the
blessings of seeing God face to face. We pray to the Lord.

“I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day —
and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing.” Il Timothy 4:7-8

9. May all of us as children of the same Father, proclaim God’s love
to each other and to the world. We pray to the Lord.

“One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, ‘Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?’ ‘The most important one,
answered Jesus, ‘is this: Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind and with all your strength. The second is this: ‘Love your

’

neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.””
Mark 12:28-31
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