REFLECTIONS BASED ON THE RITE OF ORDINATION:

“Let those to be ordained deacons come forward.”

So begins the Rite of Ordination—with a call, to which the candidates answer: “Present.”

And so, too, begins this period of candidacy.

Let those who are continuing to discern a call to the diaconate come forward!

The period of candidacy is a time of discernment, of the testing of spirits, of listening intently to the God that speaks to us in the depths of our hearts—as well as a time for formation (human, spiritual, pastoral, intellectual, and diaconal—as noted above) for the ministry of deacon.

So, while there is a great deal of information to be shared and acquired, theology and practical skills to learn, questions to be answered, this is also a time of prayer—of getting to know God and yourselves much better.

As part of your discernment, you are asked to read Listening Hearts. For some, this will be a re-read: all the better. Pay particular attention to Appendix 2, and answer the questions there. These, and especially the questions concerning ordained ministry, will make good grist for the mill of your spiritual direction.

The Rite continues:

Priest: 
Most Reverend Father, holy Mother Church asks you to ordain these, our brothers, to the responsibility of the diaconate.

Bishop:
Do you know them to be worthy?

Priest:
After inquiry among the Christian people and upon the recommendation of those responsible, I testify that they have been found worthy.

Bishop:
Relying on the help of the Lord God and our Savior Jesus Christ, we choose these, our brothers, for the Order of the diaconate.

All present:
Thanks be to God.
Ordination isn’t a solo affair.

Not only are there those responsible for your formation, but the Rite specifically mentions the “Christian people” who now affirm the candidates’ election.

Who are the many people who have helped you get to this point in your life?  Make a list, and offer a prayer of gratitude for them…

How is the community of faith involved in your discernment?

Notice that in the Rite the candidate is chosen; he does not choose himself. 


Is ordination “earned”?


Do you have a “right” to be ordained?


What does “being chosen” mean to you?


How will you know that you are “chosen”?

“Dear sons, before you enter the Order of the diaconate, you ought to declare before the people your intention to undertake this office.”

So the Bishop begins the Promise of the Elect: a public declaration, much like marriage vows, of the elects’ willingness to serve as a deacon. The promises, too, reveal much of what being a deacon means. After each of the promises, there is space for you to journal about your response to making such a pledge as well as some comments and questions to guide your journaling. 

“Do you resolve to be consecrated for the Church’s ministry by the laying on of my hands and the gift of the Holy Spirit?”

“Do you resolve to discharge the office of deacon with humble charity in order to assist the priestly Order and to benefit the Christian people?”


How do you understand diaconal ministry?

“Do you resolve to hold fast to the mystery of faith with a clear conscience, as the Apostle urges, and to proclaim this faith in word and deed according to the Gospel and the Church’s tradition?

How well do you know the Gospel and the Church’s tradition? What are “blind spots” or areas that need growth?

Do you believe all that the Church teaches? Are there areas of Church teaching, either in doctrine or morality, that you have difficulty with? What are you doing to wrestle with those issues?

“Those of you who are prepared to embrace the celibate state: do you resolve to keep for ever this commitment as a sign of your dedication to Christ the Lord for the sake of the kingdom of heaven, in the service of God and man?



What is your understanding of celibacy? 

For singles: What questions / issues does such a commitment raise for you?

For married men: How do you envision the relationship between marriage and the diaconate?

“Do [all of] you resolve to maintain and deepen the spirit of prayer that is proper to your way of life and, in keeping with this spirit and what is required of you, to celebrate faithfully the Liturgy of the Hours with and for the People of God and indeed for the whole world?”


What challenges to you foresee in balancing “your way of life” (e.g. marriage, family, work, etc.) and diaconal ministry? How will you handle possible conflicts / tensions?

What is your understanding of the Liturgy of the Hours? Do you already pray this way, or is this something new to you?

“Do you resolve to conform your way of life always in the example of Christ, of whose Body and Blood you are ministers at the altar?”

What needs to change in you to be more Christ-like?

Comment on what it means to be a minister of Christ’s body and blood?


“Do you promise respect and obedience to me and my successors?”

Priests and deacons do not exercise their ministry of themselves, but only in communion with their bishop. What does that mean to you? 

Are there limits to obedience?

What does “respect” mean?

Litany of Supplication.


The Bishop begins:

“By dear people, let us pray that God the all-powerful Father will mercifully pour out the grace of his blessing on these, his servants, whom in his kindness he raises to the sacred Order of the diaconate.”

With the elect prostrate before the altar, the Litany of the Saints is sung. The Bishop then concludes:

“Lord God, mercifully hear our prayers and graciously accompany with your help what we undertake by virtue of our office. Sanctify by your blessing these men we present, for in our judgment we believe them worthy to exercise sacred ministries. Through Christ our Lord.”


Some questions to ponder:


What does the posture of lying prostrate before the altar mean to you?



Why do you think we sing the Litany at this point?

Are you aware of any deacon Saints? What example do they offer you and the modern diaconate?

Laying on of Hands and Prayer of Ordination

The elect rise and, one by one, go to the Bishop and kneel before him. In silence, he lays hands on each of the elect.

What does “ordination” mean to you? Is that meaning consistent with the Church’s understanding of ordination?

With ordination, you cease to be a layperson and become a member of the clergy. How does that make you feel?


Journal on each portion of the ordination prayer:

Draw near, we pray, almighty God, giver of every grace, who apportion every order and assign every office; who remain unchanged, but make all things new. In your eternal providence, you make provision for every age, as you order all creation through him who is your word, your power and your wisdom, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

You grant that the Church, his body, adorned with manifold heavenly graces, drawn together in the diversity of its members, and united by a wondrous bond through the Holy Spirit, should grow and spread forth to build up a new temple and, as once you chose the sons of Levi to minister in the former tabernacle, so now you establish three ranks of ministers in their sacred offices to serve in your name.

And so, in the first days of your Church, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, your Son's Apostles appointed seven men of good repute to assist them in the daily ministry, that they might devote themselves more fully to prayer and preaching of the word. By prayer and the laying on of hands they entrusted to these chosen men the ministry of serving at table.

We beseech you, Lord: look with favor on these servants of yours who will minister at your holy altar and whom we now humbly dedicate to the office of deacon.

Send forth upon them, Lord, we pray, the Holy Spirit, that they may be strengthened by the gift of your sevenfold grace for the faithful carrying out of the work of the ministry.

May there abound in them every Gospel virtue: unfeigned love, concern for the sick and poor, unassuming authority, the purity of innocence, and the observance of spiritual discipline. 

May your commandments shine forth in their conduct, so that by the example of their way of life they may inspire the imitation of your holy people. In offering the witness of a clear conscience, may they remain strong and steadfast in Christ, so that by imitating on earth your Son, who came not to be served but to serve, they may be found worthy to reign in heaven with him, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.

Vesting and Presentation of the Book of the Gospels

Next, the new deacons are vested in stole and dalmatic.


Then, they are presented with the Book of the Gospels with these words:



Receive the Gospel of Christ, whose herald you have become.



Believe what you read,



teach what you believe,



and practice what you teach.


The sign of peace is then shared with the bishop and the deacons present.


For your journaling, comment on:

(1) The vestments of the deacon: alb, stole, dalmatic. What does vesting mean? What do the particular vestments mean? Do you look forward to vesting?

(2) Reflect on the words spoken by the Bishop as the Book of the Gospels is handed to you. In what way do they capture the diaconate in a nutshell?

(3) What does it mean to be part of a community of deacons?

Texts for Reflection:

In this final section, you are given texts for your own reflection. They are meant to be read prayerfully—to be approached as lectio divina.


From Scripture (used in Ordination Rite):



Numbers 3:5-9

Jeremiah 1:4-9



Acts 6:1-7b


Acts 8:26-40



Acts 10:37-43

Romans 12:4-8



2 Cor 4:1-2, 5-7

2 Cor 5:14-20



Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13
1 Timothy 3:8-10, 12-13



Hebrews 5:1-10

1 Peter 4:7b-11



1 Peter 5:1-4



Psalm 23; 84; 89; 96; 100; 110; 116; 117



Matt 5:13-16

Matt 9:35-38



Matt 10:1-5a

Matt 20:25b-28



Luke 10:1-9


Luke 12: 35-44



Luke 22:14-20, 24-30
John 10:11-16



John 12:24-26

John 15:9-17



John 17:6, 14-19

John 20:19-23



John 21:15-17




From the Mass Propers for the Ordination of Deacons

Entrance Antiphon     John 12:26

Whoever serves me, must follow me, says the Lord:

and where I am, my servant will also be.

Opening Prayer

O God, who taught the ministers of your Church

to desire not to be served but to serve their brothers and sisters,

grant, we beg, to these servants of yours,

whom you graciously choose today for the office of deacon

skill in their work, gentleness in their ministry,

and constancy in prayer.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.

Prayer over the Gifts

Holy Father, whose Son deigned to wash the feet of his disciples

that he might give us an example,

accept, we pray, the gifts of our service, 

and grant that in offering ourselves as a spiritual sacrifice

we may be filled with a spirit of humility and zeal.

Through Christ our Lord.

Preface

It is truly fitting and right, our duty and our salvation,

always and everywhere to give you thanks,

Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God.

By the anointing of the Holy Spirit you made your only-begotten Son

High Priest of the new and eternal covenant,

and by your ineffable plan you were pleased to ordain

that many ministries should be carried out within the Church.

For Christ not only accords the dignity of a royal priesthood

to the people he has made his own,

but he also chooses men with a brother's care

to receive a share in his sacred ministry by the laying on of hands.

He appoints them to lead your holy people in charity,

to nourish them with your word, 

and to renew them through the sacraments.

As they offer their lives to you and for the salvation of their brothers and sisters, they are to strive to be conformed to the image of Christ himself,

and to offer you their constant witness of faith and love.

And so, Lord, we join all the Angels and Saints

in the joyous hymn of your praise:

Holy, holy, holy . . .

Communion Antiphon     Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:20

Go out to all the world, and preach the Gospel:

I am with you always, says the Lord. 

Prayer after Communion

Grant, O Lord, to your servants,

whom you have nourished with heavenly food and drink,

that for the sake of your glory and the salvation of believers

they may be found faithful

as ministers of the Gospel, of the sacraments and of charity.

Through Christ our Lord.


From the Early Church:



Elect for yourselves, therefore, bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, humble men and not lovers of money, truthful and proven; for they also serve you in the ministry of the prophets and teachers. 

(Didache 15:1)

In like manner let everyone respect the deacons as they would respect Jesus Christ, and just as they respect the bishop as a type of the Father, and the presbyters as the council of God and college of Apostles. Without these, it cannot be called a Church. 

(Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Trallians, 3:1)

In the ordaining of a deacon, this is the reason why the bishop alone is to impose his hands upon him: he is not ordained to the priesthood, but to serve the bishop and to fulfill the bishop's command. He has no part in the council of the clergy, but is to attend to his own duties and is to acquaint the bishop with such matters as are needful. He does not receive that Spirit which the presbytery possesses and in which the presbyters share. He receives only what is entrusted to him under the authority of the bishop. For this reason, then, the bishop alone shall ordain a deacon. On a presbyter, however, let the presbyters impose their hands because of the common and like Spirit of the clergy. Even so, the presbyter has only the power to receive, and has not the power to give. That is why a presbyter does not ordain the clergy; for at the ordaining of a presbyter, he but seals while the bishop ordains. Over a deacon, then, let the bishop speak thus: 

"O God, who have created all things and have set them in order through your Word; Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom you sent to minister to your will and to make clear to us your desires, grant the Holy Spirit of grace and care and diligence to this your servant, whom you have chosen to serve the Church and to offer in your holy places the gifts which are offered to you by your chosen high priests, so that he may serve with a pure heart and without blame, and that, ever giving praise to you, he may be accounted by your good will as worthy of this high office: through your Son Jesus Christ, through whom be glory and honor to you, to the Father and the Son with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and through the ages of ages. Amen." 

(Hippolytus, The Apostolic Tradition, 9)

The presbyters and the deacons are to perform no ministerial action without the permission of the bishop; for it is he to whom the people of the Lord have been committed and from whom an accounting for their souls will be demanded. 

(The Apostolic Constitutions)


From current documents:


The diaconate is conferred through a special outpouring of the Spirit (ordination), which brings about in the one receiving it a specific conformation to Christ, Lord and servant of all. Quoting a text of the Constitutiones Ecclesia Aegyptiacae, Lumen gentium (n. 29) defines the laying on of hands on the deacon as being not “ad sacerdotium sed ad ministerium,” that is, not for the celebration of the eucharist, but for service. This indication, together with the admonition of Saint Polycarp, also taken up again by Lumen gentium, n. 29, outlines the specific theological identity of the deacon: as a participation in the one ecclesial ministry, he is a specific sacramental sign, in the Church, of Christ the servant. His role is to “express the needs and desires of the Christian communities” and to be “a driving force for service, or diakonia,” which id an essential part of the mission of the Church. (Basic Norms for the Formation of Permanent Deacons, 5)

The ministry of the deacon is characterized by the exercise of the three munera proper to the ordained ministry, according to the specific perspective of diakonia. In reference to the munus docendi the deacon is called to proclaim the Scriptures and instruct and exhort the people. This finds expression in the presentation of the Book of the Gospels, foreseen in the rite of ordination itself. The munus sanctificandi of the deacon is expressed in the solemn administration of baptism, in the custody and distribution of the Eucharist, in assisting at and blessing marriages, in presiding at the rites of funeral and burial and in the administration of sacramentals. This brings out how the diaconal ministry has its point of departure and arrival in the Eucharist, and cannot be reduced to simple social service. Finally, the munus regendi is exercised in dedication to works of charity and assistance and in the direction of communities or sectors of church life, especially as regards charitable activities. This is the ministry most characteristic of the deacon.

(Basic Norms for the Formation of Permanent Deacons, 9)

The three contexts of the diaconal ministry, depending on circumstances, may absorb, to varying degrees, a large proportion of every deacon's activity. Together, however, they represent a unity in service at the level of divine Revelation: the ministry of the word leads to ministry at the altar, which in turn prompts the transformation of life by the liturgy, resulting in charity. "If we consider the deep spiritual nature of this diaconia, then we shall better appreciate the inter-relationship between the three areas of ministry traditionally associated with the diaconate, that is, the ministry of the word, the ministry of the altar and the ministry of charity. Depending on the circumstances, one or other of these may take on special importance in the individual work of a deacon, but these three ministries are inseparably joined in God’s plan for redemption.”

(Directory for the Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons, 39)

