
FATHER MICHAEL J. MC GIVNEY 
FOURTH DEGREE ASSEMBLY #2226 

JANUARY 2012 NEWS 
        Website:  home.catholicweb.com/frmichaeljmcgivneyassembly2226.   

 
 

NEXT MEETING 

 January 12, 2012  

7:30PM 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Belmont 
 

2011-2012 ASSEMBLY OFFICERS 
 

Faithful Friar         Msgr. Lou Stasker  616-458-3065 

Faithful Friar         Fr. Bill Zink          616-677-3937 

Faithful Navigator      Ted Hamilton          616-647-1116 

  hamilton65kofc@yahoo.com 

Faithful Admiral         Bruce Majeske       231-834-5238 

Faithful Captain         Duane Nelson        616-696-3074 

Faithful Scribe         Dick Hurst         616-866-1884 

Faithful Pilot        .James Jean         616-874-9426 

Faithful Purser         Joe Keller         616-691-8994 

Faithful Comptroller   Zane Rice         616-696-2366 

Faithful Sentinel         John Deuling         231-652-6123 

Faithful Sentinel        Stan Dobek         616-884-0171 

Faithful Trustee (3yr) Joe Jernigan         616-696-0005 

Faithful Trustee (2yr) Scott Harvey         616-364-9086 

Faithful Trustee (1yr) Carl Dunn         616-887-1140 

Ladies Auxiliary       Cecelia Hamilton    616-647-1116 
 

 

Editor- Dick Hurst     ph. 616-866-1884    email hurstdk@yahoo.com 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Stanley Dobek      1/04    Council   7761 

Mike Callahan      1/08    Council   2084 

Michael Menardie    1/09    Council 13641 

Dave Klemmer      1/12    Council     389 

Zane Rice      1/18    Council   7761 

Robert Ellis      1/20    Council   8291 

Michael Kulhawik    1/27    Council 11581 

Joe Boutell      1/28    Council 13526 

Dan Rysztak      1/30    Council   7761 

 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
  

 Richard and Dee Kleff 01/08/1966 (46 yrs) 

 David and Irene Earl 01/20/1967 (45 yrs) 
 

2012 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Just a reminder, it’s time to pay the annual assembly 

membership dues for 2012.  Dues are $20.00.  You can have 

your membership card laminated by Comptroller Zane Rice at 

the January and February meetings. 
 

ASSEMBLY MEETING MINUTES 
No December meeting because of the Christmas dinner. 

 

PARADE OF HOMES FINAL REPORT 
Chairman Stan Dobek reports our assembly has received a 

check for $375.00 from the Grand Rapids Home Builders 

Association for our participation in the 2011 Fall Parade of 

Home.  Stan thanks all who helped make this project a success. 
 

FAITHFUL NAVIGATOR’S REPORT 
 

Sir Knights, 

As I sit at my desk writing this article for the 

January newsletter I just realize that Christmas 

and New Year is over. We are starting a New 

Year and it is less than 11 weeks ‘till the next 

4
th

 Degree Exemplification. It is time for all of 

us to ask our brother knights in the 3
rd

 degree 

to join us in the 4
th

 degree. If all of just ask one brother knight 

we could have a good a representation at the exemplification.  

More information is in this newsletter. 
 

For those of our brothers that could not make the Christmas 

party you miss a good evening out. The meal was very good, 

there was an chance to dance with you lady and meet with 

others members of the 4
th

 degree.  I have been asked by several 

members who attended the party to see about doing it again.  If 

there is anyone who would like to work on the planning 

committee please see me. 
 

Keep the date of Feb 12
th

 open.  Our Ladies Auxiliary is 

working on plans for a Valentine Dinner. The plans will be in 

the February newsletter. 
 

Ted Hamilton FN               
 

 

 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY NEWS 
 

Dear ladies, 

The next auxiliary meeting will be January 12.  

The Christmas party was great!  This was the 

first time we had enough room to enjoy 

ourselves.  We also had then opportunity to talk 

with friend from Assembly 374. 
 

We need to make plans for the Valentine’s dinner.  I will try and 

find a place this month.  We also need to make plans for raffle 

baskets for the March 17
th

 exemplification. 
 

Hostess for the January auxiliary meeting is Cecelia Hamilton. 
 

 Lady Cecelia Hamilton 

 

 

 

 

VETERANS DINNER THANK YOU 
Following is a reprint a thank you letter received by FN Ted 

Hamilton from the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs.  
 

December 2, 2011 
 

Dear Ted, 

On behalf of the residents of the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans 

we would like to thank the members of the Knights of Columbus 

very much for hosting the Veterans Dinner on November 5th. 
 

Everyone enjoyed it very much!  It’s this kind of activity that makes 

life more pleasurable for our residents.  Once again, we thank you. 
 

Sincerely,  

(signed) Jennifer Ayre 

M.Ed., CTRS 

Activity Therapy Manager 
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER & PARTY 
On December 9 our assembly joined with Bishop Kelly 

Assembly #374 for an evening of fun and fellowship.  The 

dinner was at Council 3104 council hall in Grand Rapids.  We 

were also honored to have two members of the clergy; Fr. Ayub 

Francis Nasar and Fr. Mark E. Mitchell joined us.  

Approximately 100 sir knights and ladies enjoyed a delicious 

dinner followed by dancing and socializing.  Gail Dunn, Joyce 

Brown Mary Nowak and Rose Rice were winners of drawings 

for poinsettia plants. 

 

 
Fr. Ayub & Fr. Mark with FN Ted Hamilton and FN Mike Czajkowski 

 

 
Our Christmas cake 

 

  
Lady Rose Rice & PFN SK Zane           SK John Deuling & Lady Marthy   

  
Lady Ellen Graves & SK Doug           Lady Cecelia Hamilton & FN Ted 

 
Lady Joyce Brown & Lady Judy Hurst     (Where are their sir knights?) 
 

CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS DINNER 
The 6

th
 Annual Catholic War Veterans dinner is being held 

January 28, 2012 at the Basilica of St Adalbert.  The dinner will 

be served following 4:30pm Mass in the lower level of the 

church.  All knights, their ladies, and other guests are cordially 

invited to join members of Post 1058 & Post 1058 in honoring 

Catholic War Veterans.   
 

 DATE: January 28, 2012 

 LOCATION: St Adalbert, 701 4
th

 St. Grand Rapids 

 COST: $12.00/Person 

DINNER MENU: 

Kielbassa, Kapusta, Chicken, Meatballs, Salad Bar,  

Red Potatoes,Gravy, Vegetables, Plus much more….. 
 

Special Entertainment  

Door Prizes & Cash Bar 
 

Reservations are required.   

Mail your check (payable to Catholic War Veterans ) to: 

 Fred Platte  

2232 Ducoma Drive NW 

 Grand Rapids, MI 49504-2538.  

 (Please note how many are attending) 
 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS JANUARY 18, 2012 
 

WHO ARE THE CATHOLIC WAR VETERANS? 
 

The Catholic War Veterans of the United States of America, 

Inc. was founded in 1935 and congressionally Chartered in 

1984.  CWV joins the other organized groups to guard the rights 

and privileges of ALL veterans.  CWV's service programs help 

those that are sick and disabled and care for our hospitalized 

veterans.  

CWV is authorized to represent veterans and advance their 

claims to the Department of Veterans Affairs.  

For information about the Catholic War Veterans in our area, 

contact SK Ron Ripley (ph.: 361-8073) email rip1638@att.net 
 

4
TH

 DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION- MARCH 17, 2012 
 

It’s time to begin recruiting members for the Spring 

Exemplification.  The spring 4
th

 Degree Exemplification for 

Michigan District #4, our district, will be Saturday, March 17, 

2012 in Saginaw, MI.  The exemplification will take place at the 

Center for Ministry located at 5800 Weiss St, in Saginaw.  The 

Ramada Inn & Suites at 3325 Davenport Ave is our host hotel.  

For lodging you may call the Ramada Inn at (989) 793-7900 or 

1-800-654-3309.  Room rates for a Single King or a Double 

Queen is $69.00 plus tax.  A suite can be gotten for $79.00 plus 

tax.  Call for reservations no later the Feb 23, 2012.  Be sure to 

ask for the block of rooms reserved for the Knights of 

Columbus. 

Activities begin at 10:00am with the registration of candidates 

followed by lunch for candidates and sir knights at 11:00am.  

The exemplification begins at 12:30pm and will conclude at 

2:20pm.  The ladies will have their own lunch and program 

beginning at 11:30am.  Mass will be at St. Thomas Aquinas 

Church at 4:00pm followed by the banquet and toastmaster 

program at 6:30pm.  Activities conclude at 9:00pm with a social 

gathering in the hospitality room at the Ramada.   
 

Costs for the Exemplification are: 

   Candidates Fee:  $70.00 

   Lunch:        $10.00 (no charge for candidates) 

   Ladies Lunch & Program:  $16.00/person 

   Banquet:    $30.00/person (no charge for candidates) 
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COLOR CORPS 
On December 10, 2011, members of our assembly’s color corps 

took part in the Mass at the Basilica of St Adalbert with Rev 

Monsignor Lou Stasker as presider.  This is the first weekend 

liturgy for Rev Stasker after receiving the title of Monsignor on 

December 5, 2011.  

 
 

 
 

 
The choir of St. Adalbert 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MONSIGNOR? 
The title of “Monsignor” is a title of distinction given by the 

pope to certain priests in the Roman Catholic Church as part of 

a papal honor recognizing the priest’s service to the Church.  

The diocesan bishop nominates candidates for the honor and 

submits the names, biographies, etc. to the Holy See.  The Holy 

Father then, if he wishes, confers the honor onto the priest.  

Once decided by the Pope, the Vatican Secretariat of State 

issues a diploma designating the new title and rank and 

recognizing the newly-made monsignor’s service. 
 

On behalf of Fr. Michael J. McGivney Assembly 2226, we are 

honored to congratulate Rev Monsignor Lou Stasker on 

receiving this title. 
 

 

 

A LETTER FROM OUR SEMINARIAN 
Dear Brother Knights, 
 

I recently received your generous gift of money.  

Please know that this will help me out with 

many of the expenses that are not covered by the 

diocese.  This year your help is particularly 

helpful since I was unable to work much of the 

summer due to my shoulder injury.  I want you 

to know that your generosity has very much 

eased the financial burden of the cost of 

seminary and I am very grateful to all of you for that. 
 

I would also to take a moment to introduce myself.  As you all know 

my name is Stephen Durkee.  I grew up Caledonia, Michigan and 

went to Caledonia Community Schools.  After graduating from high 

school I attended Central Michigan University for two years.  It 

was there that I really began to hear God calling me to join 

seminary.  At CMU I began attending daily Mass and made friends 

with several young Catholics my age.  Eventually my love for Christ 

and the Church began to grow that I could see myself doing was to 

serve the Church in some way.  As a result, I finally decided to 

leave CMU, a place I loved very much, to come to seminary.  I can 

honestly say that it was the best decision of my life.  Since I’ve been 

here, my desire to serve God and His Church as a priest has only 

grown.  It is my hope, that God willing, I will serve Him and all of 

you as a priest of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

I am in my second year of seminary and I will graduate next spring 

(2013).  I very much appreciate your monetary support and I know 

that you have supported me through prayer as well.  I ask for your 

continued prayerful support so that next spring I can make a good 

and honest decision to continue on with seminary at Mundelein 

Major Seminary.  Again, please know how grateful I am to you for 

your support.  I will also remember you in my prayer as well. 
 

God Bless, 

Stephen Durkee. 
 

If you wish to write or send an email to Stephen, his address is:  

Stephen Durkee 

Mail 1400 

2115 Summit AVE 

St. Paul MN 55105-1096  

sdurkeesc@gmail.com 

(616) 745-8523 

 
 

FOURTH DEGREE SOCIAL DRESS 

Do you own a tuxedo?  Have you ever considered getting one?  

We all know the formal social dress code for 4
th

 degree 

members is a black tuxedo.  We had to wear one for our 

induction into the 4
th

 Degree.  Some bought one, but the 

majority rented one.  Wearing a tux for special events 

automatically identifies us as members of the Knights of 

Columbus.  It’s our dress uniform!!  There are times, such as 

exemplifications and color corps events; where it is required to 

wear a tux.  All members of the 4
th

 degree are encouraged to get 

their own tuxedo, but it’s understood the cost can be prohibitive.  

An attempt is being made to acquire tuxedos at reduced costs or 

through exchanges or donations.  Each member who wants a 

tux, or needs a different size, is asked to send his size to Zane 

Rice, and Zane will assist the member in finding one. If you are 

not sure of your size, your height and waist size will be 

sufficient information.  Even if you think you do not want a tux, 

give the info to Zane, he may find one at little or no cost for 

you!  Remember, it’s a great honor to be a member of the 

Fourth Degree, and there are times and places when we should 

display that honor by wearing a tuxedo.   
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