
1821 Jackson Street  P. O. Box 3379  Sioux City, Iowa 51102-3379 

Phone: 712-255-7933  Fax: 712-233-7598 

 
 

U R G E N T 
 

M     E     M     O 
 
TO: All Pastors and Parishes 
FROM: Msgr. Mark Duchaine, V.G.  
DATE: 26 January 2012  
RE: attached letter 
 
Attached to this memo is a letter from Bishop Nickless regarding a 
recent announcement by the U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services 
that will require employers--including Catholic employers--to offer 
employee health care coverage that includes sterilization, abortion, 
abortion-inducing drugs, and contraception. 
 
It is absolutely essential that such a ruling be resisted; the Church 
cannot and will not comply with such an unjust law. 
 
To safeguard our religious liberty and overturn such a ruling, it is 
necessary that our people be informed of what has happened and 
what needs to be done.  
 
Consequently, Bishop Nickless expects that the attached letter will be 
read at all Masses this weekend, January 28-29. Further, if there is 
time and space available, the letter should be published as part of the 
parish bulletin--or as an attachment to it. 
 
Please comply with this expectation and help lead your faithful people 
to an understanding of the threat that is being posed and of what they 
must do in order to thwart it. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
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