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The purpose of this directory is both to inform and inspire. It contains a listing of what parishes in our diocese do to reach out to their international brothers and sisters.  We have left out diocesan collections and Operation Rice Bowl because all the parishes participate in these activities.  What remains are the projects that parishes have done independently.    The second part of the directory contains a list of ideas to get your parish more involved in international relief efforts and to raise awareness of them.  The diocese also has a website, www.mission.catholicweb.com, which provides more information and supplementary materials, such as slideshows on international missions.

This directory is part of a grant awarded to the diocese by Catholic Relief Services to raise awareness of the role each parish and individual plays in global relief efforts and to increase participation in such global relief efforts
Maggie Ringe

CRS Capacity Building Intern

Cathedral of Christ the King

(Lexington)

Debbie Goonan, Outreach Contact 

(859) 269-3771
· Sponsor refugee families, which they find through the Kentucky Refugee Office.  To date they have sponsored 11 refugee families.  

· Have supported a village in Ghana, collecting about $35,000 to build a church, school and library there.  In addition they sent mission groups of 10-12 people there several times.  This project is mostly finished, although there is still contact between the two communities.

· Outreach committee has voted unanimously to support a community in Ecuador, Santo Domingo de los Colorados.  They will be working with Dr Tom Young at UK, who is working on establishing a medical clinic there, in addition to some Habitat for Humanity projects and working with an orphanage run by an order of women religious.  They will soon be sending a parishioner to Ecuador to begin establishing connections with the people of the community.

St. Clare

(Berea)

· Contribute to international charities such as Catholic Relief Services and Church World Service, the latter of which involves the participation of other churches in the Berea area.

· Peace and Justice Committee raised $800 to benefit people in El Salvador by selling alternative Christmas presents.

Sts. Peter and Paul

(Danville)

· Fr. Linh Nguyen invites priests from Vietnam, when they are available, to speak at Mass and the parish takes up a collection for them.

Mother of Good Counsel

(Hazard)

Karen Kimsey, Jamaica Mission Contact (502) 863-6650

· Karen Kimsey, who works at the free clinic in Hazard, organizes annual mission trips to Jamaica.  Small groups of parishioners from Mother of Good Counsel and other churches go to Riverton, a slum built on the town dump.  They spend two weeks there, doing a variety of things: medical mission, bringing food to the elderly, working with preschools and other things that the community needs.  One year some youths in the parish went down and built a house. 

Holy Spirit Parish 

(UK Newman Center)

(Lexington)
· Presents an annual slide show about Medical Mission Ecuador and then takes up a collection for them.

· Occasionally offer mission trips to Jamaica for college students as an alternative to more traditional spring break activities.  

Mary Queen of the Holy Rosary

(Lexington)

· Mission speakers visit the parish every July and August and the parish takes up a second collection for them.

· Supported Fr. Pizat Gonzalez and gave him money to be used in India.  This was during his stay at parish. 

· Haiti mission trips have been made in the past, most recently lead by Steve Gatny.

· In October 2006, they invited Fr. Jacob to speak about Heralds of Good News, which supports seminarians in India and took up a collection for them.

Pax Christi

(Lexington)

Melissa Holland, Pastoral Director mholland@cdlex.org 

· Several parishioners sponsor a diocese in Jamaica, inspired by a Propagation of Faith speaker who came and talked to the parish 3 years ago.

· Several other parishioners have adopted a seminarian from India after Fr Phillip, an Indian mission speaker came and spoke to the parish. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

(Lexington)

Sr. Eileen Golby OSF, Pastoral Associate egolby@cdlex.org 

· Supports (as of September ’06) a refugee family from the Congo, giving them rides to mass, providing them with basic supplies, helping them acclimate to life in the United States and welcoming them into their parish community. 

St. Paul

(Lexington)

· Host Mission CoOp speakers every year; this year the speaker was from Uganda. 

St. Peter

(Lexington)

· Support two refugee families from Liberia.  The contact was made through one of the teenage daughters of the family who requested aid from the church, which was provided in many ways including: donating clothing, household supplies and occasionally money, assisting them in finding jobs and giving them rides to Mass.

St. Peter Claver

(Lexington)

· Small monthly collection sent to a mission school run by a Jesuit priest in Radhanpur Gujurat in India.

St. Jude

(Louisa)

Msgr. Ralph Beiting (606) 638-0219 

· Clothing sent to Apostolic Christian World Relief, who in turn ships it to needy recipients in Africa.

Jesus Our Savior

(Morehead)

Fr. Jay Von Handorf (606) 784-4392

· Support missionaries in their parish who are making medical mission trips.

St. Patrick

(Mount Sterling)

Sr. Regina Baker, Pastoral Dir. (859) 498-0300 stpatmtsterling@bellsouth.net
· Financial contributions to Indonesia solicited through church announcements.

St. Francis of Assisi

(Pikeville)

· Collected monies for Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and other international missions.

St. Anthony Mission

(Pineville)

· Contributions sent to seminarians who are studying for the priesthood.

St. Mildred

(Somerset)

· Supplies and mission teams are sent a small, impoverished rural village in Romania.  The project, spearheaded by Monica Ruscitto, a native of Romania, emphasizes empowering the community and making it self-sufficient.  For example one project involves buying livestock so that the people can raise and sell the animals.  The yearly mission teams run a nondenominational Bible school, volunteer in orphanages, help furnish apartments and do building projects.  

St. Mark

(Richmond)

· Support the archdiocese of Cape Town in South Africa

St. Leo

(Versailles)

· Financial contributions for Sr. Amelie’s mission work in South Africa.  The mission work consists of helping refugees from the Democratic Republic of Congo who are living in South Africa.  The parish created a website (www.abidinghopeinc.com) which promotes her mission and provides information on making contributions to it.

· Supplies and donations were sent to children in South India who were affected by the tsunamis.

· Books and money are sent annually by the school to the Sisters of Notre Dame in East Africa.

Good Shepard Chapel

(Whitley City)

Sr. Nancy Sutton, CSJ Pastoral Director 

(606)-376-8728

· Parishioners save up money throughout Advent, which they place in the Christmas collection.  The church then uses the money to provide livestock and seed to distribute to Third World farmers through Heifer International.

Project Resources and Ideas for Parishes

· http://mission.catholicweb.com 

This website (which can also be reached by clicking on “International Projects” at www.cdlex.org) is the official Diocesan webpage for international projects.  There you can find resources and information including stories of international mission work, ideas to get involved, visual presentations and upcoming events and opportunities.

· Use Catholic Relief Services as a resource.  Their website, www.crs.org, provides many ideas for parishes of ways they can contribute to social justice on an international level.  There is information about advocacy, CRS campaigns for social justice, fund-raising ideas that benefit both the parish and third world residents, third world immersion trips, and programs, such as Operation Rice Bowl that work to end hunger problems throughout the world.  CRS is also a good source of information for current global events and the official Catholic position on them, and often has preplanned prayer services on an issue, which can be used very effectively in parishes and small groups.  

· Support Our Lady of Hope Home AIDS clinic in Cartago, Costa Rica.

· Diocesan priest Fr. Art Molina is seeking ways to support the Capuchin fathers who run the clinic.  They estimate that the operating expense is about $3,000 a month, but any amount helps.  Your parish could consider taking up a second collection for this clinic or adopting it as a parish project.  Fr. Molina ((859) 255-6812 ext 5389 or (859) 271-7626) is more than happy to talk with any parishes or parish leaders interested in working with him on this project.

· “Twin” Your Parish with one in Haiti
· The Parish Twining Program of the Americas (PTPA) pairs parishes in the United States with ones in Haiti.  The US parish makes financial contributions of any amount to their sister parish in Haiti and once a year PTPA organizes a shipment of goods donated by the US parish to go to the sister parish in Haiti.  This is more than just a charity, the two parishes are meant to form a relationship through letters, photos, prayers and exchange visits.  PTPA works with the partner parishes and organizes everything, so that the parishes have very little to worry about regarding logistics.  One hundred percent of everything contributed goes to the sister parish and twice a year reports on how the funds have been used are presented to the US parish.  

For more information, brochures and videos, contact Theresa Patterson, PTPA Executive Director.  Phone number: (615) 356-5999; E-mail: Parishprogram@aol.com; Address: 208 Leake Avenue, Nashville, TN 37205

· Promote Individual Mission Work within your Parish

· Karen Kimsey (606) 439-1030 of Mother of Good Counsel in Hazard takes groups on two-week mission trips to Jamaica every year.  The next trip is set for February 2007.  She would welcome volunteers from other parishes.  It is a medical mission, but no medical experience is required, just a willingness to go and serve.  Karen is also willing to speak to your parish about the trip.

· Monica Ruscitto (606)-423-4052 of St Mildred Parish takes mission teams to Romania every year.  The next one will be in June 2007.  All volunteers are welcome and no special experience is necessary.    

· Invite local missionaries to talk about their experience and the importance of international missions.      

· Mary Ellen and Kirby Neil 

(859)-293-2265    

Medical Mission work in Guatemala (1998-2000)

· Rich Mier (606) 780-7097

Short-term missionary projects to Latin America; He and his wife are preparing to embark on a 1 year mission to Ecuador with Hombro a Hombro (see below)
· Tom Johnson (502) 863-5047

International Habitat for Humanity, rebuilding after the tsunami

· Dr Dan Jones and Dr Joan Cabreros (606) 780-7097

Leaving in June for a three-year medical mission trip to Zambia.  They are still in the process of raising funds for their mission trip and would be willing to come and talk to parishes and receive donations.  While Dan and Joan are Catholics, the mission program they are using is affiliated with the Wesleyan Church,  

· Joe Sandman jdsandman1@yahoo.com 

has been working in Brazil with Maryknoll for the past 4 years teaching architectural drafting courses to high-risk teens.  He and his family won’t be returning stateside until January 2008, but when he does return, he will be more than happy to talk with any parish about his experience.  Unfortunately, the MaryKnoll mission resettlement program is having financial difficulties, and upon return to the US they will have no money, no place to stay, no winter clothing, etc, so if anyone could help them with these problems, both he and his family would be grateful.  

· Peggy and Michael Rivage-Seul (859)986-1361 have experience as educators both in the United States and in Latin America.  They have studied, taught and written on Latin American Studies and social justice.  They would be a good resource for groups interested in social justice.    

· Get involved with an Ecuador project currently underway
· Several groups in Lexington work very closely with communities in Ecuador.  Two of the most important are 

· Hombro a Hombro, under the direction of Dr. Tom Young (859)-323-6211  This is the group that Christ the King is going to be working with (see above)

· Medical Mission Ecuador www.medicalmissionecuador.com 
Both of these groups make medical mission trips annually and are always looking for volunteers and both groups are always looking for funding to by supplies, medical equipment, etc.  

· Sponsor a Refugee Family
· Welcoming newly arrived refugee families into your parish and helping them with their needs is an easy project, but it makes a big difference to that family.  It involves such small things as having parish members provide them with transportation, helping them find a job, donating clothing, food, small sums of money, whatever they need to get started and help them through the transition to life in the United States.  If you are interested contact Debbie Goonan at Christ the King (see above).

· Organize a Parish Mission Trip to the Third World
· Fr. Jay Von Handorf (606) 784-4392 is very willing to help parishes or groups of individuals set up delegations going to Colombia, Mexico or Nigeria, the countries in which he has contacts.  This would provide an opportunity to witness first hand the poverty of the Third World and to develop parish projects which involve working with the people themselves.  

· Encourage Parishioners to Become Active in Advocacy
· Advocacy is often as simple as writing a letter to your congressman.  It takes just a little time and can have a big impact.  Suggest to parishioners that they become involved in advocacy.  CRS has an excellent resource on advocacy which provides all the necessary materials: relevant Catholic Social Teaching, the background information on an issue, a list of which bills are being brought before Congress and even the addresses of your congressmen.  This resource is located 

online at: http://crs.org/get_involved/advocacy/index.cfm.
· Fundraise Using Fair Trade Products

· When parish groups are looking to raise money, have them consider selling Fair Trade Products.  Fair Trade Products are made without exploiting the local workers and paying them a fair price for their goods.  CRS and its partner, A Greater Gift, have organized a very simple way for groups to make money selling either Fair Trade handicrafts or chocolate.  Such a sale benefits both the fundraisers and the producers of the products in the third world.  For more information on selling Fair Trade chocolate go to: http://www.crsfairtrade.org/chocolate_project/index.cfm
For more information about selling Fair Trade handicrafts go to http://www.crsfairtrade.org/work_of_human_hands/index.cfm
Contact Catholic Relief Services

Ruslyn Case-Compton, Diocesan Coordinator

(859) 253-1993 ext. 215

rcasecompton@cdlex.org 

Simone Blanchard,

Southeast Regional Program Coordinator

(404) 790-3977

sblanchard@crs.org 

National Office

www.crs.org
(888) 277-7575

P.O. Box 17090

Baltimore, MD 21203-7090
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