Proceedings of the First Liturgcal Congess
May 8, 2010




BACKGROUND

As servants of the Church, there is an underlying commitment to
deepen one’s service to God and His people. That is each lay person
must strive to know, understand, and appreciatethe very

foundation of the Christian Faith, and by extension, the form of
! B W, servicewhich helshe has chosen.
&

Coincidental to the worldwide celebration of the Year for Priests
(June 2009 — June 2010) which was declared by His éliness
Benedict XVI, we, the altar servers of the Dioceseof Kalookan
opted to take this stupendous opportunity to rediscover ourselves
as one of the close ministers of our beloved priess. As we have
vowed to act as liturgical servers it is therefore an imperative for us

to know more, understand and appreciate even better our roles as agents
of the liturgy.

The Importance of L iturgy

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 1074) exfiitly defines liturgy as “the summit
toward which the activity of the Church is directed ; it is also the font from which all her power
flows.” It is therefore the privileged place for catechizing the People of God. ‘Catechesis is
intrinsically linked with the whole of liturgical a nd sacramental activity, for it is in the
sacraments, especially in the Eucharist, that Chrid Jesus works in fullness for the
transformation of [men].”

Consequently, as followers of Christ, the central theme of our apostolic duties revolves around
the liturgy, in particular, the Holy Eucharist. At  the table of the Lord, we receive the immense
blessings of Christ offering Himself for the salvat ion of many.

CONGRESS OBJECTIVES

It is the aim of the Congress to deepen our commitment to serve Christ through the
liturgy by continuously learning the latter's significance and implications to one’s faith-life.
Moreover, in this way, we can respond to the call of the Bishop, His Excellency Most Rev.




Deogracias S. Ifiiguez, Jr., D.D. to engage ourseiein integral faith-formation activities— a
requisite for enriching spirituality.
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Moreover, the Congress intends to establish a learing atmosphere among altar servers within
the Dicoese through joint initiatives such as this, and later on be realized, practiced in our
respective Parishes.




CONGRESS SPEAKERS

Two revered priests from the Archdiocese of Manila had accepted the invitation to serve as
plenary speakers during the Congress — they are Rev Fr. Marthy Marcelo, and Rev. Fr.
Gregory Ramon Gaston, S.Th.D. Below are brief statenents about the speakers:

REv. FR. MARTHY MARCELO

Fr. Marthy D.C. Marcelo, ordained in 2008 by His Eminence Gaudencio B. Cardinal
Rosales, currently serves as the Minister on Youth Organizations and Movements
(Commission on Youth) of the Archdiocese of Manila, Chaplain of San Lazaro Hospital, and
Attached Priest of Espiritu Santo Parish in Sta. Cruz, Manila.

Fr. Marts, as he is fondy called, obtained his colege degree at the Adamson
University, and completed his Philosophy and Theolo gy studies at San Carlos Seminary. He
also undertook Pastoral Courses at the Center for Family Ministries at the Ateneo de Manila
University.

A loving and good son to Luis A. Marcelo, and Fe C. Quimbao.
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REV. FR. GREGORY GASTON, S.TH.D.

Fr. Gregory Ramon D. Gaston, SThD, a priest of the
Archdiocese of Manila, is a Professor and former Dean of the
Graduate School of Theology of San Carlos Seminaryin Makati,
Chairman of the Bioethics Committee of Cardinal Santos Medical
Center, Consuttant to the Makati Medical Center Bio ethics
Committee, Program Director of SAFE (Subtle Attacks againg the
Family Explained), Assistant Commissioner of the Commission
for Family and Life of the Archdiocese of Manila, a nd Consultant
to the CBCP Episcopal Commissions on the Doctrine d the Faith
and on Family and Life.

Born in 1965 and a native of Silay City, he studied at the
Philippine Science High School and the University of the
Philippines (B.S. Zoology and two years Medicine pr oper) before
deciding to become a priest. He was sent in 1988 bythe late
Archbishop of Manila, His Eminence, Jaime L. Card. Sin, to the University of Navarre in
Spain for his seminary formation, was ordained in 1 993 by Pope John Paul Il and served as
assistant parish priest in San Roque Parish (Mandaliyong), obtained in 1997 his Doctorate in
Sacred Theology (major in Moral Theology) at the Angelicumin Rome, and in the same year
did a short Post-Doctoral Fellowship Program in Bio ethics at the National Catholic Bioethics
Center in Boston, USA.

Since then he has been given several assignments ahtaught in different institutions:
Formator of San Carlos Seminary and of Holy Apostles Senior Seminary (Makati); teaching
loads at other Graduate Schools of Theology (Lucena Bulacan, University of Sto. Tomas and
Ateneo de Manila University) and the Institute of C atechetics of the Archdiocese of Manila;
Director of the Archdiocesan Vocations Office and Ministry of Altar Servers; and National
Finance Officer of the Directors of Vocations of the Philippines. He recently served as an
Official of the Pontifical Council for the Familly, in the Va tican, from 2002-2007.
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In a nutshell, Fr. Marthy expounded on the topic, “ Christ’s Faithfulness: The Gift of Liturgy’
while Fr. Greg delved on the deepening of commitment to serve the liturgy and responding to
the call of vocation through senvice in the Holy Ma ss.




CONGRESS ATTENDEES

The Congress was graced by at least 12 Parishes, thi each sending a minimum of five
members. The breakdown of attendees is as follows:
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FRUITS OF THE CONGRESS

Given the inspiring message of the Bishop, and the inputs provided for by our two speakers,
the Congress bore severalgood fruits that enjoin all servers to engage ourselves in thee
important areas of faith-life: (1) on-going and continuous formation (2) deeper
commitment to serve the Liturgy and (3) sincere promotion of vocations

Consequently, each Parish Ministry vowed to pursue necessary actions that go in tangent with
these three aspects of our senvice.

Moreover, the workshop yielded meaningful insights - identification of the strengths and
weaknesses of our Ministry, and resulted to an agreement to work out things and craft our way
toward improvement.

Below are the raw group reports:

| I # $
%
& # $
$ !
!
|
(
) 1)
) ) $ )
) )
)
) )
) ! ) #
)) ) ! ) !
) ) ) # L4
) , $ !
) ) # # ) |
#
! )
) D) #




...................................................................................................................................................................

) o)
!
0
# $ 3
) |
s 1) 112" ))
] # I /1
3
)! #
4
$ $
$ #
) $ L) $ !
5
) ! )
) # Il ) I
! L)) )) !
1 | ) +1 I
L #
6 7 # 1
# )) ! 6# ) 7
)# 3 )
$
RECOMMENDATION

As we have ended the First Litrugical Congress, we, the Altar Servers of the Diocese of
Kalookan jointly present this copy of the proceedin gs to His Excellency, Most Rev.
Deogracias S. Ifiguez, Jr., D.D., Rev. Fr. ElpidicA. Erlano Jr., Minister for Altar Servers,

and Rev. Fr. Rey O. Amante, Minister for Liturgical Affairs.

Having identified the varied needs of this Ministry , we are humbly appealing for our dear
pastors to kindly help us in attaining these goals:

1. That a regular spiritual-formation session be initi ated and sustained in all of the
Parishes intended for the deepening of understanding and commitment of altar
boys to serve God through the liturgy;

2. That continuous education regarding the liturgy be provided for the cause of
updating the altar boys with their functions as lit urgical agents;

3. That a Spiritual Director be appointed to take care of the spiritual and moral needs
of the altar boys;




4. That the promotion of vocations be made one of the priorities in all of the

Parishes by engaging young people to take part in search-ins and vocation talks;
and

5. That all the necessary support and encouragement begiven to this small portion
of the Christian Faithful.

The Secretariat

First Liturgcal Congress of Altar Seners

Ministry of Altar Servers — San Roque Cathedral Parish
Diocesan Ministry of Altar Servers




