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	Orlando Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

National Council of Catholic Women 


	



January 2, 2012
Dear Affiliation Presidents:

The 44th Annual ODCCW Convention will be held at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary on April 28-30, 2012.  Our theme this year is “Let Us Break Bread Together…With Love For All God’s Children.”  The women of Eastern Deanery are hosting us this year and are working hard to make it a wonderful experience for all. The deadline for convention registration is March 15, 2012.  We are expecting a large turnout so we encourage you to make your hotel reservations as soon as possible to ensure that you will get the convention rate of $117 per room per night for up to 4 guests per room.  As a bonus, the Marriott Hotel is giving each overnight guest of the convention a daily breakfast buffet.  You may make your reservations for the hotel by calling 407-995-1100 and be sure to mention ODCCW to receive the Convention room rate.  Check-in time at the hotel is 3:00 p.m. and check-out is 11:00 a.m.

Speakers:  Our keynote speaker on Saturday, April 28th, will be Florida’s own Judy Powers, NCCW President, Past NCCW Region Three Vice President, Past Province Director, and Past DCCW President.  Judy will kick off our 44th  Annual ODCCW Convention with her upbeat salute to our convention theme and give NCCW updates.  Also on Saturday, our FCCW President/Province Director, Jan DeBonville, will bring greetings from the Province of Miami.  

Our speaker at the Sunday, April 29th luncheon will be Karen Beary, Vice President of Catholic Charities of Central Florida.  ODCCW Moderator, Rev. Miguel Gonzalez, will be our Monday, April 30th, Luncheon Speaker.  Mini-Expo display participants are ODCCW Commissions, Orlando Diocese Mission Office, Office of Advocacy and Justice, Catholic Charities and many more interesting and informative displays.
Break-out Sessions:  We invite you to sign up on the registration form for Saturday, April 28th, break-out sessions Invite, Ignite and Unite.  The break-out descriptions are on the back of the registration form.  
Liturgies:  Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Miguel Gonzalez on Sunday morning, April 29, 2012, at 11:00 a.m. in the hotel.  Bishop John Noonan will celebrate our closing Mass Monday, April 30th, 4:00 p.m. at Annunciation Catholic Church, 1020 Montgomery Road, Altamonte Springs.  All CCW moderators are invited to join us and to concelebrate the Masses.  Don’t miss out on seeing and hearing Bishop Noonan who will entertain us as banquet speaker once again this year!
Banquet:  Our Banquet will be held on Monday, April 30, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. at the hotel preceded by a reception at    6:00 p.m.  It promises to be an exciting time with an entertaining evening for attendees.
First Time Attendees:  There will be a special session for members who have never attended a Diocesan Convention before.  They will learn about Council and the Convention process.  The session will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 28th.  Be sure to mark your registration forms if you are planning on attending this session!
June Sayers Leadership Training:  This session will be for newly elected affiliation presidents and will be on Saturday, April 28, 2012, at 9:00 a.m.  Training for new ODCCW Board Members will be in June, 2012 - date, time and place TBD.
Program Book Ads:  Included in this packet is information about placing program ads, corporate sponsors, and Patron Angel Ads in our program book.  Remember, $300 in business ads gets you a free registration to Convention.  This is a very large part of our profit at Convention, so please encourage your members to sell some ads and show support through Patron Angel ads.  The deadline for submission of ads is March 15, 2012.  They should be sent to Peg Middleton, 355 Streamview Way, Winter Springs, FL 32708. 
Share the Wealth:  We will also have Share the Wealth drawings each day with tickets available near Registration.
Prize Incentive:  Enclosed you will find 10 books of six Prize Incentive tickets per book.  We ask each affiliation to help with selling these tickets.  The prizes are a 42” HD LCD TV valued at $700, a Three-day Two-Night Stay at the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary and $200 cash, a Swarovski Crystal Heart-Shaped Necklace valued at $85, and consolation prizes.  The cost of the tickets is $1 each or six for $5.  Ticket stubs and monies should be sent to:  Patricia Barnett, 804 East 11th Avenue, New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170.
Silent Auction:  We will once again have a Silent Auction at Convention.  Each affiliation is asked to provide five items to be auctioned.  Enclosed are forms to be used, one for each item.  Please fill them out completely and bring your items and the bid sheets to the convention; deliver them to the Silent Auction as early as possible on Saturday, April 28, 2012.
Elections/Voting Procedures:  This will be an election year for ODCCW President, Executive Officer, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer.   Each affiliation president will receive a letter from the Election Committee Chair about voting procedures.  If you are an affiliation president or deanery board member and cannot attend Convention, your vote may be carried by someone else in your affiliation.  A letter authorizing this must be sent to the Elections Committee Chair, Rita Billingsley, 4455 Mustang Rd., Melbourne, FL 32934.  It must be signed by the affiliation president.  The person carrying your vote must indicate this on her convention registration form and bring a copy of the letter with her to convention.  Diocesan Board members’ voting privileges are not transferrable.
Banners:  Please bring your affiliation banners.  They will be displayed around the meeting room during the Convention.  Deanery Presidents will process into the Bishop’s Mass with their deanery banners.  Affiliation presidents will process into the Mass behind their deanery president.
Scrapbooks:  You are invited to bring your scrapbooks to share with the rest of the attendees.  There will be a special location for these books.  Check with the ladies at the Registration Desk when you check in.
Poster Displays:  Enclosed you will find an application for the Poster Session at Convention.  You may submit one or more of your affiliation projects.  If your submission is selected, you should then create a tri-fold display to bring to Convention depicting all the aspects of that project.  Please do not bring handouts; instead, bring a sign-up sheet for women to give you their name and contact information if they have questions.  

President’s Breakfast:  Each affiliation president will receive an invitation from the ODCCW President to a breakfast at the Convention.  This will be a time for you to meet other presidents and get to know them better and to share ideas.  
Convention/Ditty Bags:  In the interest of conserving our resources, we will not be issuing cloth convention bags but will have your convention materials in a recyclable/reusable plastic bag.  Please bring a bag from a previous convention or one you have on hand.  Mystery judges will be on the lookout for the most original or unique looking (decorated or not) bag and YOU could be the winning “Bag Lady!”

Donations:  Each year we ask attendees (and CCW members who cannot attend) to bring donations for a designated charity.  This year Catholic Charities of Central Florida is in dire need of backpacks (with No. 2 lead pencils inside), powdered milk, and peanut butter to benefit needy children and families residing in the Diocese of Orlando.  We appeal to the generous hearts of the Council of Catholic Women to respond in any way you are able to help meet these needs.
We look forward to seeing all of you at Convention and as many of your CCW members as can possibly attend.  It is an experience that will cure burn-out and build enthusiasm in your members.  Please encourage them to attend.  This will be an inspiring and uplifting event – don’t miss out – get your registration in early!
Your Sister in Christ,

Gwen Allen
ODCCW President

cc:  Deanery Presidents
(Over)
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