All Souls Council of Catholic Women
3280 W. First Street
Sanford, FL 32771
Parish Mission:
Our parish is centered in Jesus Christ and nurtured by the Eucharist. The mission of All Souls Catholic Church is to be a loving, joy-filled Roman Catholic community of faith, dedication to the growth of God's Kingdom and the living of the Gospel. We are committed to spiritual development through prayer, education, worship and service.
Parish History:
Catholic life in Sanford, a Seminole County town, dates back to 1882, making it one of the oldest in Catholic history in Central Florida. The All Souls' Church that was destroyed by fire in 1931 was built in 1887-1888 by the first missionary of the Diocese of St. Augustine in the area, Father Swembergh. He went to Orlando in 1886 as resident priest and took charge of the four-year-old Central Florida missions at Maitland and Sanford that were begun in 1882 by Father McFaul, a priest from St. Louis, Missouri. He held Mass at Doyle's Livery Stable, Sanford.
All Souls' cornerstone, laid on July 4,1887, showed that Protestants and Jews had been benefactors of the frame church with its beautiful interior and exterior. It was painted white, had four pillars in front, a gabled roof, and was rectangular in shape. Father Fox of Orlando tended to the Sanford mission until the spring of 1911 when Rev. Patrick J. Bresnahan became first resident priest.
In 1915, Bishop Curley sent Father Bresnahan to Tallahassee where he was able to be influential in combating anti-Catholic state legislation. Father Bresnahan's ministry was chiefly to non-Catholics for five years after he left All Souls. But Sanford Catholics dated the time when all the sacraments were administered regularly to them from 1911, when Father Bresnahan arrived.
All Souls Catholic Women's Club was begun in the late 1920's, and is affiliated with the DCCW. The Holy Name Society, reactivated in 1951, became the Men's Club.
The first school, organized in 1913, closed after one year of operation.
Different sources give different dates when the original church burned. It was during the pastorate of Rev. James J. Mclnerney, who served between September 1, 1930 and August 31, 1932. Whether it burned in September, 1931 or in January, 1932, it was in the midst of Florida's economic depression and parishioners had to work five years to rebuild a church on the same property. They were poor, but they rebuilt it with their own hands. It cost $28,000, but its value to many times that sum.
Mass was offered in the interim in a two-story building Father Bresnahan had built, with the first floor used as chapel and the second as rectory.
The new church, of stucco with red tiled roof and tall rectangular windows of colored glass, has a choir loft at the rear. The church seated 430 persons when Bishop Barry dedicated it in 1937, during the pastorate of Rev. John J. Kelleghan.  

Rev. William J. Nachtrab, pastor between 1942-1650, rented a house for a rectory and his successor, Rev. Anthony McGowan, bought the rectory at the corner of Oak Street and Eighth Avenue in January, 1951. During the pastorate of Rev. Richard J. Lyons, who was ordained in the Society of the Divine Word, All Souls School once more was established, staffed with the first Sisters of Christian Charity to serve in Florida. Their pupils numbered 165.
The school opened on September 7, 1954, in a garage on land purchased by the parish. A hall and permanent school were built in 1960, and in 1981, a multi-purpose center and an addition on the school were built. Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine were on the staff from 1978 to 1983. Laity carried on until the arrival in 1987 of Ursuline nuns. Today All Soul's Catholic School continues to expand its science and technology labs. The current enrollment is 325 students.
In addition to the Societies already mentioned the parish educates an additional 350 students in its Sunday Religious Education Program. In 1987 there were 750 families at All Souls. Today there are over 1400 families calling All Souls home, Fr. Richard W. Trout was named pastor in 1993.
Today countless ministries serve the people of the Sanford area - providing tremendous amounts of food, clothing and shelter to those in need. Care for the unborn, small children, the elderly and those homebound are a constant concern for the people of All Souls. Healthy and happy married couples caring and loving their children in nurturing atmospheres is very important to the people of All Souls.
Today All Soul's Catholic Parish grows faster than ever especially since the opening of our new church. The Council of Catholic Women is proud to have been an integral part of All Souls Catholic Church for many years.
Affiliation History:
The All Souls Altar and Rosary Society was established around 1928-1930. A deanery meeting was held at All Souls in 1932. Mrs. Rose Hurt, Mrs. Hortense Roumilat, and Myrtle Graddick were prominent members. They held card parties, ice cream socials, did the altar linens, cleaned the church, helped the poor in the parish and assisted the pastor in many other ways. There were times in the past All Souls would have at least 30 women going to deanery meetings.
Later All Souls Altar and Rosary Society became the Catholic Women's Club and it remained that until all councils around the country changed their name to the Council of Catholic Women.
The common thread that holds us together is as it is stated by the bishops in March 1920:
1. To give the Catholic women of the country a common voice and an instrument for united action in all matters affecting Catholic or national welfare.
2. To ensure proper Catholic representation on and the proper recognition of Catholic principles in national committees and national principles in national committees and national movements affecting the religious, moral and material well-being of the country.
3. To stimulate the work of existing Catholic women's organizations to greater service and usefulness in meeting the needs of our time.
Our Affiliation Today:
We are currently 52 dedicated members. We meet the first Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus hall. At each meeting donations of food to the Christian Sharing Center are collected and items to send at least one box per month through Operation Shoebox for our troops. We have supported our church through pledging to pay for the St. Jude stained glass window in our historic chapel and placed an ad in the our new church Dedication Book as well as supporting the All Souls School with an ad in their yearbook. We also held and hosted the Diocese program "Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship" in both English and Spanish for our parish. We have supported and will continue to support the Sanford Crisis Pregnancy Center, Outreach Rescue Mission, New Dawn Women's Clinic, Safe House as well as the needs of those around the world including our sister diocese in the Dominican Republic. We are expanding our ministry to include Grace & Grits (feeding the poor) and prayer shawls.
Last year the members of All Souls Council of Catholic Women, through two years of hard work and the help of our Blessed Mother, paid for the marble statue of our Blessed Mother for our new church which included the pedestal, bronze plaque, candle stands and kneeler.   We have pledged to purchase a new St. Jude Stained glass window for our historic chapel by May, 2010.
How do we facilitate as Needle & Thread:
We held a fundraiser for our All Souls Youth Group to assist in their trip to Tennessee to participate in the Catholic Heart Work Camp. We worked with St. Vincent De Paul at the dedication of our church, seating VIP's, directing the visiting priests to their stations to serve communion and helping with refreshments. We organized and hosted in partnership with the Knights of Columbus in presenting a program about wills, trust and living wills. Not only was our parish invited to the program but two other parishes as well. We assisted the Knights of Columbus at their fund raising event at Heathrow Festival of the Arts as well as at our Parish picnic.
Our council of members is a loving, joy-filled Roman Catholic ministry of faith. They are wonderful examples of the mission of All Souls Catholic Church in everything that we do as a Council of Catholic Women. We stand ready to assist in any way we can our sisters in Christ, parish, community and the world as we all grow in faith. The common thread for All Souls CCW today is the capacity to carry out the many programs of the NCCW and to effect change and influence the lives of those of Catholic women, families, parish, community and throughout the world.   All Souls CCW has a generous, nurturing spirit to all God's people. So our thread is long and strong!
"With God, All Things Are Possible!" God Bless!
Virginia "Ginny" Hagan, President
All Souls Council of Catholic Women
November 15, 2008
