Sample letter or talking points for a phone call to your local Illinois Legislators and Legislative Leaders (Speaker of the House Madigan, Senate President Cullerton, and Governor Quinn) Note: this is just a sample and you can edit to make it more personal to you. 
 Dear XXXXXXXX 
I live in XXXXX and I am writing to urge you on behalf of children in foster care with Catholic Charities and Catholic Social Services to find a fair resolution to the dispute over the interpretation of the Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil Union Act.  Catholic Social Services (CSS) is a valuable resource for families in need.  

CSS helps foster children heal from the trauma of abuse and neglect, helps families resolve the problems that led to placement, and encourages lasting family relationships for all children.  Unless you help, 2,000 children and families will face unnecessary disruption of their services and relationships with helping professionals.  These types of disruptions can delay permanency, set a child back clinically, and threaten placement stability. 

There is no reason to risk such a disruption – a solution can and should be found that protects the rights of all.  Perhaps there are misconceptions that are preventing movement toward a solution.  The faith-based agency does not discriminate based on sexual orientation.  The agency refers cohabitating couples (both same-sex and opposite sex) to other local providers to process their application and all licensed foster parents enter the state’s pool of foster parents available for children in need.  Once a child is placed with CSS, the agency follows all DCFS policies and procedures as DCFS is the legal guardian of the children in care. 
Please help ensure a solution that assures the stability, wellbeing, and best interest of the children as well as respecting the rights of all parties involved.  Thank you for your efforts on behalf of all Illinois citizens and stakeholders. 
Sincerely,

XXXX 
Be sure to thank the legislators for taking the opportunity to listen to your concerns.  If they ask you a question you are not sure how to answer.  Let us know and we would be happy to call and talk with them. Thanks for your support and prayers. 
